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J anuary 14, 1999. The day 
a President went on trial 


WITH A snowstorm bearing 
down on Washington and the 
United States Capitol shroud- 
ed in a thickening gloom, the 
100 senators and the Chief Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court as- 
sembled in the Senate chamber 
yesterday to try the 42nd Pres- 
ident of the United States. 

Impeached by the House of 
Representatives last month for 
lying under oath and obstruct- 
ing the judicial system that he 
had sworn, as President to 
uphold. Bill Clinton is now be- 
fore the court of last appeal 

“He shook his finger at each 
American and said, ‘I want you 
to listen to me,’ and proceeded 
to tell a straight-faced lie," said 
James Sensenbrennec the Re- 
publican Congressman who 
laid out the accusations against 
f the President Mr Clinton lied 
repeatedly, deceiving the 
courts, his staff, the Congress 
and the American people, he 
said, in a powerful and articu- 
late denunciation of the 
President 

Proceedings in only the sec- 
ond presidential impeachment 
trial opened at 1:94pm local 
time. The Senate chaplain 
began with a quiet prayer to 
help senators through “this 
difficult time”, and called for a 
spirit of non-partisan patrio- 
tism. Chief Justice WHJi'am 
Rehnquist, resplendent in his 
gold-striped gown, announced 
that sometimes he would have 
to stand to stretch his back, and 
hoped that no one would take 
this amiss. Then he invited the 
prosecution - the team of 13 
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"managers" appointed by the 
House of Representatives - to 
state their case. 

Henry Hyde, the leader of 
the trial managers, began with 
a solemn disquisition. “We are 
here to set forth the evidence 
mr in support of two articles of im- 
p ’ peachment against President 
William Jefferson Clinton,” he 
i ^’reminded the senators, in case 
■' •• any of them had forgotten. The 
7' issue was, ultimately the Pres- 
p ' ideal* s oath, he underlined. 

“The case you wiD consider 
' , in the coming days centres on 
• # these two words, ‘1 do’,” he said. 
r ' He quoted Robert Bolt’s play A 
3- Man for ALL Seasons, about the 
£ ' trial and execution of Sir 
4' Thomas More for foiling to 
f ;• take Henry VTITs Oath of Su- 
premacy, and he quoted from 
/ - Shakespeare. 

- The Senate was now the 
* , guardian of the oath, he said. 
f. “Depending on what you de- 
/ ‘ dde, it will either be strength- 
ened in its power to achieve 
justice or it will go the way of 
so much of our moral infra- 
structure and become a mere 
convention, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing,” he 
argued. 

Mr Sensenbrenner, a bull- 
faced conservative from the 
suburbs of Milwaukee, opened 


By Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington 

the prosecution's case. Mr 
Sensenbrenner, like all the 
“prosecutors", is a lawyer by 
profession, and his contribu- 
tions to the House judiciary 
committee discussions were 
among tbe least sympathetic to- 
wards the President Yesterday 
entrusted with leading the 
prosecution, he gave no quar- 
ter. “President Willi am Jeffer- 
son Clinton decided to put 
himself above the law, not once, 
not twice, but multiple times,” 
he said. 

“The evidence will clearly 
show that President Clinton’s 
false testimony to the grand 
jury was not a angle or isolat- 
ed instance which could be ex- 
cused as a mistake, but rather 
a comprehensive and calcu- 
lated plan. 

“The primary of law over 
the rule of individuals is what 
distinguishes the United 
States from most other coun- 
tries," he said, echoing Mr 
Hyde, who praised the “unique 
brilliance” of the American 
system of government 

IfefliDg the familiar tale of Mr 
Clinton’s liaisons with Monica 
Lewsinky Mr Sensenbrenner 
said that tins was a private af- 
fiui; for which the President had 
expressed his regret But this 
was not to be about the Presi- 
dent’s personal life. 

“He has not owned up to the 
false testimony, the stone- 
walling and the legal hair- 
splitting and obstructing the 
courts from finding the truth,” 
Mr Sensenbrenner said. “In 
doing so, he has turned his af- 
fair into a public wrong. Fbr 
these actions he must be held 
accountable to the only con- 
stitutional means the country 
has available: the difficult 
and painful process of 
impeachment" 

There was much buzzing 
behind the scenes about 
whether the two figures at the 
centre of tbe past year's drama 
might eventually be called to 
testify. Would the President 
himself be convinced that he 
should plead his case, and 
would the Senate jury demand 
the right to question the big- 
haired brunette who has 
caused the President and the 
country so much grief, Monica 
Lewinsky herself? 

An appearance by the Pres- 
ident was still such a novel idea 
that it was approached with al- 
most respectful expectation, 
although the chairman of the 
prosecutors, Mr Hyde, said 
that no derision had been taken 
about whether to call him. The 
White House cast doubt on 
whether Mr Clinton would 
agree to appear; saying that he 
had already testified. The sug- 
gestion just illustrates, said 
tiie White House spokesman 
Joe Lockhart, “that this is re- 
ally about politics”. 

Wift Ms Lewinsky the pros- 
ecutors were reported to tuve 
tried to arrange a preparatory 
meeting, but been turned down 
by her lawyers. Regarded as a 
key witness by the House pros- 
ecutors, Ms Lewinsky, it is 
dear; win not testify wittingly 

against her one-time paramour 

Mr Clinton, meanwhile, 
busied himself, as he had 
throughout the congressional 
proceedings against him, with 
his presidential duties, making 




President Clinton at a meeting with law enforcement officers yesterday, hours before his trial began Reuters 


a White House appearance in 
the morning and travelling to 
New York in the afternoon to 
support an initiative of the 
Rev Jesse Jackson to have 
more black and minority can- 
didates recruited by Wall 
Street 

Mr Clinton had made his first 
and so far cmfy statement cm the 
trial the previous day when he 
told reporters: “I trust that the 
right tiling sill be done, and I 


think in the meanwhile I need 
to work on the business of the 
people.” 

While the trial began, the 
flickering stock tickers of Wall 
Street plunged by more than 
200 points, as the business of 
the people apparently took a 
wrong turn. It was a stark re- 
minder that whatever is hap- 
pening inside Congress, real life 
goes on. And from the other 
tideof the worid came words of 


warning to the US’s enemies 
and reassurance for its allies 
from the Defense Secretary 
William Cohen, who was in 
Tokyo before travelling to 
SeouL 

Suggesting that the Iraqi 
leader; President Saddam Hus- 
sein, might have gambled on 
US weakness in advance of the 
trial, Mr Cohen said: “If so, that 
was a classic case of miscal- 
culation on his part and to the 


extent that any other country 
would feel that President Clin- 
ton was in any way distracted 
from carrying out his obliga- 
tions as commander in chief 
they would be making a simi- 
lar mistake." 

Mr Cohen also had a mes- 
sage for the American public. 
“I have seen no diminution in 
any way of support for the 
President internationally;” he 
told reporters. 
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‘We are here | ’V 

today because ; ? \-M 

President - iM 

William Jefferson ;.{*?*• ■ ,*>1 

Clinton put him- i/i ^ \ , . , y'M 

self above the .. v |w 

law - not once, llBL— 
not' twice but repeatedly...’ 

‘He has not owned up to the false 
testimony... and obstructing the 
courts from finding the truth...’ 
‘The President engaged in a con- 
spiracy of crimes to prevent jus- 
tice from being served. These are 
impeachable offenses for which 
the President should be convicted’ 

- F James Sensenbrenner 

Opening prosecution statement 

‘You are seated w ■" ' -’ TiHffH 

in this historic f : 1 h 

chamber not to | -Sh 

embark on some 

great legislative Rj, / 1B| 
debate but to 
listen to the evi- 

- Henry Hyde 

Chairman, House Judiciary Committee 


ALASKAN 

IV J L D £ R M E S 5 CHALLENGE 



Could you trek for a week in Alaska 
to raise funds for Deafblind people? 

fascinating vv;ldiife, graders, r>vers and lakes - then imagine 
the opportunity to spend a week trekking through the heart 
of this wilderness. 

You'll only need tc-n days. 


Cost to you: £250 


Call us now as places are limited 

Departure dates 15th, 22nd, 29th July & 5th August 
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information call 0870 1290101 
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Labour plans ‘end 


of welfare state’ 


CONTROVERSIAL PLANS fora 
slimmed -down welfare state, in 
which more people rely on pri- 
vate insurance instead of state 
.hand-outs, have been drawn up 
by the Labour Party. 

The proposals, leaked to The 
Independent, reveal that min- 
isters want those who can af- 
ford it to insure themselves 
against “foreseeable risks". 

Left-wingers claim the 
changes mean “the end of the 
welfare state" and could even- 
tually result in the jobseeker's 
allowance (formerly unem- 
ployment benefit) being re- 
placed i^y private insurance. 

In the short-term, the Gov- 
ernment may reduce state help 
towards mortgage payments 
should householders lose their 
jobs. But ministers insisted 
last night they would not en- 
courage private health insur- 
ance to reduce pressure on 
theNHS. 

Labour's plans for a “new 
welfare state" will be discussed 
by its national policy forum in 
Swansea this weekend before 
being approved at the party’s 
annual conference in October. 

Under the proposals, the 
new targets set by the Gov- 
ernment would include in- 
creasing the amount of money 
people devote to savings and in- 
surance “without increasing 
the proportion borne by gov- 
ernment". They envisage a 
partnership between the pub- 
lic and private sectors “to en- 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 


sure that, wherever possible, 
people are insured against 
forseeable risks and make pro- 
vision for their retirement". 

This weekend's meeting will 
be told that the Labour lead- 
ership has rejected strong pres- 
sure from the party’s grass 
roots to uprate the basic state 
pension in line with earnings 
rather than prices - a link bro- 
ken by Margaret Thatcher in 
1980. During a consultation ex- 
ercise, many local Labour par- 
ties demanded government 
action to “stop poorer pen- 
sioners falling further behind 
the rest of society”. 

Left-wingers led by 
Baroness Castle of Blackburn, 
the veteran campaigner and 
former social services secre- 
tary, are planning to fight the 
welfare plans, but Iboy Blair is 
expected to win approval for 
them. He wQ] argue they will en- 
able the Government to focus 
resources on the poorest peo- 
ple and tackle social exclusion. 

The new welfare strategy is 
based heavily on getting people 
off benefits and into work Min- 
isters plan further changes to 
the tax and benefits systems to 
“make work pay”. 

One minister said last night 
“We want to change the whole 
culture of the benefits system, 
away from simply telling peo- 
ple what benefits they are en- 


titled to and instead asking 
them what help need to be- 

come independent” 

To allay the left's fears, the 
Government will set several 
targets for tackling social prob- 
lems. Th^siKiude reducing the 
number of people of working 
age and children living in work- 
less households; cutting the 
number of jobless out of work 
for more than two years and in- 
creasing support from the tax 
and benefit systems for families 
with children. 

But Mr Blair's critics are 
worried about his vision of are- 
duced role for the state. One 
document to be discussed at 
this weekend's meeting admits 
there are limits on public 
spending because of voters' 
reluctance to pay higher taxes. 

Hinting at more private fend- 
ing for education, it says that 
“global economic pressures and 
modern political realities- rein- 
force the need to set dear prior- 
ities, develop additional sources 
of funding, and invest public re- 
sources in ways that achieve 
mode rnisation and reform.” 

Yesterday Mr Blair told his 
Cabinet tbat ministers must 
focus on “driving through" their 
policies - in a barely coded mes- 
sage to end the faction-fighting 
blamed for the Government’s 
crisis in the past three weeks. 

In a speech to the Institute 
of Public Policy Research, Mr 
Blair insisted Labour must ap- 
peal to Britain’s new, expand- 


ed, middle class. “Slowly bat 
surely the old es tablishment is 
being replaced by a new; larg- 
er; more meritocratic middle 
class,” he said. It would in- 
clude millions who traditional- 
ly might see themselves as 
working class, but whose am- 
bitions were for broader than 
those of their parents and 
grandparents. But the Prime 
Minister rejected left-wing crit- 
icism that his appeal to “mid- 
dle England” meant ignoring 
the poor “Far from abandoning 
our traditional support we are 
saying that in a modem Britain 
everyone must have the chance 
to Mil their potential, whatever 
their background, age, sex at 
race.” 

Mr Blair told his critics 
Labour must “take the people” 
with It as it builds a new con- 
sensus. “There would be no 
point to our victory no real pur- 
pose to our Government if it 
was simply to be followed by de- 
feat and the reversal of what we 
have achieved. That has been 
the curse of Labour Govern- 
ments past” 

But Harry Barnes, the 
Labour MP for Derbyshire 
North East said Labour must 
“ditch” Mr Blair’s “third way” 
strategy. In an article in next 
week’s Tribune newspaper; he 
said the twin objectives - a pri- 
vate enterprise, free market 
economy and soda! justice 
measures - were “entirely in- 
compatible." 
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Tony Blair, who has been awarded the Charlemagne Prize 


Reuters 


TONY BLAIR 
became the third British 
prime minister to be awarded^ 
the Charlemagne Prized grresC 
in recognition of service .tojj 
European integration. 

The prize, worth D 
(£1,850), is awarded yearly bf- 
Aachen, Charlemagne's V!- “- * 
place. Mr Blair will 
in May in the cathedral where 
Charlemagne is buried 
where Holy Roman 
were crowned. 

Fbr European statesmen, 
is a great honour. Previo 
winners include Wi 
Churchill Edward Heath 
Helmut Kohl. Last year’s with; 
ner was Bronislaw Geremek^ 
Poland’s Foreign Minister 

In its citation the commi 
of prominent Aachen burghers 
praises Mr Blau- for his “active 
and constructive" role "in 
European integration, 
the chang e of government in 
1997, Britain's attitude' to A 
Europe gained a new/] 
dynamism. Tony Blaix; who>j 
already in 1975 voted fozG 
Europe in the referendum, isjf 
the embodiment of this sew; < 
and intensive turn towards , j 
Europe. From the banning of ; 
his office Tony Blair dearly - 
voiced the Europe-friendly r : 
attitude of his government” ^ 

He is also praised for the . 
“Third Way”, the modernising _• 
zeal of his administration, and.-: 
for bridging ,the gap between - 
liberalism and soriafisml 
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Tories to ban Scottish and Welsh MPs from English votes 


SCOTTISH AND Welsh MPs will 
be barred from voting on “Eng- 
lish-only" affairs in Pa rliam ent 
if the Tbries win the next gen- 
eral election. 

William Hague will propose 
the controversial policy next 
weds when he finally unveils his 
party’s answer to Labour’s pro- 
gramme of devolution in Scot- 
land and Wales. 


By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 


The Government announced 
its plans yesterday to recreate 
a special Commons Committee 
of the Regions to give English 
MPs a greater say. 

But The Independent has 
learned that the Tbries will try 
to capitalise on what they be- 


lieve will be growing discontent 
among English voters who will 
feel marginalised by the Scot- 
tish Parliament and Welsh As- 
sembly. 

Mr Hague will announce 
that there should be “country- 
designated legislation”, with 
bills specifically aimed only at 
English MPs. “Under this sys- 
tem, you would not get the re- 


cent force of Scottish and \felsh 
MPs voting to abolish English 
grammar schools, for exam- 
ple,” one senior Tbry source 
said. 

The plan will form a centre- 
piece of the Ibiy party's answer 
to the notorious West Lothian 
question, which suggests that 
devolution leaves Scottish MPs 
with a say over English affairs 


while English MPs have no 
rights over Scottish affairs. 

The Tbries, who have ruled 
out the idea of an English Par- 
liament and English-only voting 
days in Parliament, have drawn 
up the proposal as the best 
means of preserving the union 
of the United Kingdom. 

Margaret Beckett the 
Leader of the House of Com- 


mons, said a special Committee 
of the Regions win be revived 
under plans to be published in 
the next few weeks. 

• The Standing Committee of 
the English regions last met hi 
1978 as the Conservatives de- 
cided to ignore its existence. 
The House of Commons mod- 
ernisation committee will con- 
sider Mrs Beckett’s proposals! 


Mrs Beckett said the mem- 
bership of the committee was 
to be decided by MPs. It may 
even meet in the regions, when 
th^y were ronddexing the prob- 
lems of a particular area, she 
said. 

Liam Fox, the Tory 
spokesman on constitutional 
affairs, said that the idea 
proved that Labour had not 


thought through the conse- 
quences of its plans for a Scot- 
tish Parliament and Welsh 
Assembly. 

Liberal Democrat 

spokesman on the regions, 
Nick Harvey, welcomed the 
plan but warned that it was no 
substitute for devolving real- 
power to regional assemblies 
across England. 
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Today's readings 


across the whole country Winds will reach gale Faroe across much or die north 
and west, and along the English Channel. Rah win Quickly spread Pram Scotland 
and Non hern Ireland Into England and Wales. Much of It will be heavy lasting on 
and off into die evening. The sky will brighten in Scotland and Northern Ireland 
this afternoon, but there will sdll be some heavy showers with hail likely 


call free any time of the day or night * 


SE England, London, E AngUa: A dry start but some heavy rain this afternoon. 

A Strang to gale forte south-westerly wind. Max temp 9-1 1C (48-521=). 

Cent S * Sid England, Channel Ik Starting dry but rain this afternoon. Mild but 
very windy with a strong to gale force south- westerly Max temp 9-12C (48-54F). 
wales, midlands, E England: Mery windy with heavy rain and hill Poe. It will 
become mild but wfll still Peel rather chflly in the strong to gale Force south-west- 
erly wind. M* temp 9-1 2C (48-54F)- 
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SUN A MOON 


»MK England, Lata Mae, isle of Rani Windy, with rah and hlB fog. but becom- 
ing mild. A Strong to gale force south-westerly wind. Max nrmp 9-12C (48-54F). 
Cunt N « ME England: Mild but very windy with heavy rain soon arriving. A 
strong to gale Force south-westerly wind. Max temp 9-1 1C (4B-52F). 

N Ireland: Gale Force winds and heavy rain, clearing to sharp showers later. A 
strong to gale Force south-westerly wind. Max temp 9- IOC (48- 5 OF). 

SW * Ml* Scotland. Glasgow, IM bias: Very windy with prolonged heavy rain 
and Hll fog. Gearing to sharp showers, some with hal. A strong to rale force 
south-westerly wind. Max temp 7-9C (45-48F). 

SB ft HE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, N Hies Becoming milder but ft will 
be vmr. vwt and ^ndy. A strong to gale force south-westerly vflnd. Max temp 6- 
9C (43-48F). 
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WEATHERLINE 


For the bast Forecasts dial 0891 5009 
followed by the two d&B for your area. 
Source: The Me*. Office. Can* charged at 
5 Op per mm I"* VATJ 


Rain or 

SHINE... 


OUTLOOK 

Overnight rain win dear the south-east, leaving sunny spells and showers. The 


uYcimgiH ram win u«i uie awm-Msc, reaving sunny spefis and snowers. The 
showers will be heaviest In the north and west, turning wintry over the hills. Less 
windy on Sunday but still showery. More persistent nun in Scotland. 




If YOU Aftf. WORRIED AHOiT ♦ ;wv <»l; yi-w r» nt o- rroitga^ 
*v;0i yo.: l.inc'k:;J • b^'v; •v>i5Sr-sv i d 
bf hnnyHvss ti»*v »>! v.o .<=nci.’ • < •'*' Ci ir>d?Tior,s ynn tvn jn 


Shelter 


travel 

London; A12 Green Man Roundabout aruci 
LeyKrEtooQ. Major roadurorics on new Mil Sous 
Bnkraad Unffl 31 st December. Vladi 

Cambridgeshire Aid bebvwn Feodor and (A611 
Mil. Rasurfactog and Wcjoa m ai rSenance lanes 
work at ShaprWh MIL Untfl-Hh February Hunt 
Bristol: LB JIB-19. Mate Roadworks on Bean 
Avonmoutti Bridge. UnfflZSd June 2001, node 
Lancashire; MB Between JB7 $mndl9h and Sufic 
J28 Laytani Roadworks; contraflow and a until 


j*?- 


srucftn work. Unffl Z89i February. 
South Yorkshire: Ml Batumi 


viaduct (A610B) & J34 Tkrsfey Viaduct 
(A61 78). Sheffield Carriageway reduced to 2 
tones souHnund. Una 2lnl November 200a 
Dumfries end GsSowayr A74 between 
Betnkxfe and JIB Anrandete- Maim reed- 
worka. unB 3l«t January 
Suffolc A14 Fefostows Data Roodvwxta. 

urnf 28th Febrany 

AA RradmtdE C*J 03» *01777 fer the 
latest local and narional traffic news. Some: 
The Automobile Association. Calls charged 
ac 50p per mfr» (Inc VAT). 




•Shftoni and translation services available. Calls are ttnSfeiM but may be 
recorded for batons purposed. Registered charity remibor 26371a. 


Sftnph need Mt titer side 01 Chemock 
Richard Sarvicea UnB 15ti February 
Greater Maneheetan A57. Narrow lonea 
Ma-chaster-baund, due to Metro** con- 










IT IS said that two Englishmen 
are instantly recognisable 
when they meet because their 
first topic erf conversation is the 
weather. 

Nowit seems it could apply 
to Americans after a survey 
showed that the most popular 
topic on the world wide web is 
file weather. 

The poll of 3,184 adults in 
the US showed that two-thirds 
of those who access the In- 
ternet used it to assess the 
weather. 
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OFF THE HOOK: THE FIVE OFFICERS WHO BEAR MOST OF THE BLAME 


DETECTIVE SUPERINTENDENT BRIAN WEEDEN 




fcI Wes 

10 E uro ft 


Mr Weeden had been In charge of 60 
previous murder Investigations. 

He succeeded Mr Crampton. and headed 
che investigation for 1 8 months. But he 
admitted to the inquiry chat he did not 
meet the Lawrence family until a year 
$ after Stephen’s murder. 

Mr Weeden continued with Mr 
Crampton's policy of not making ignorant 
.arrests. He told the inquiry chat his 
knowledge or die law was so scant chat 
he had not known that he could make 
Immediate arrests if there were 
• “reasonable grounds for suspicion", 
a - instead, he insisted on waiting until he 
had firm evidence of guilt. 
sS He accused the Lawrences of being partly 
S responsible for the breakdown of the 
<£ family liaison process. "It takes two to 
-f tango," he said. 

■5 Mr Weeden admitted that his 
J - investigation had been riddled with 
~l "errors and omissions", 
i Retired In 1 994, having put off his leaving 
£ date by six months in order to continue 
^ the investigation. Otherwise he would 
also have faced disciplinary charges. 







Mr Weeden ’s second in command. 

Mr Buflock showed "little or no interest" 
in a young man who walked Into Eitham 
police station less chan 24 hours after 
the murder and offered detailed and 
specific information about the main 
suspects, according to a junior colleague. 
The Informant went away and police did 
not speak to him again for another four 
days. 

He admitted he knew chat witnesses 
were being intimidated by associates of 
Clifford Norris, father of one of che 
alleged killers, but failed to seek help 
from the witness protection scheme. 
Criticised by Det Supt Bill Mellish, who 
cook over from him. Mr Mellish said: “I 
cannot recall one innovative or positive 
strategy from 01 Bullock.' 

He was facing seven disciplinary charges, 
before announcing his retirement this 
week after 30 years' service. 



DETECTIVE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT WILLIAM ILSLEY 

? 



DETECTIVE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT RODERICK BARKER 


Former head of the Flying Squad, and a veteran of more than 200 murder inquiries, he 
wrote an incemai review of the murder Investigation for the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner. Sir Paul Condon. 

The Inquiry heard that he was chosen for the job because Sir Paul regarded him as the 
"creme de la creme* of Scotland Yard officers. His report, which said that all proper lines of 
inquiry had been followed in the murder investigation, is universally regarded as a 
whitewash. 

Mr Barker admitted chat he had left out criticism of officers, because it would damage 
morale. 

His evidence was dramatically Interrupted half-way through by Sir William Macpherson. the 
public inquiry chairman, who said that his ‘value as a witness and his credibility in vital 
matters has already been much undermined, for reasons which will be perfectly obvious for 
anyone here today". 

Sir Wffflam. referring to Barker's report, added: ‘Our present view ... is chat we feel we 
ought to indicate that this review is likely to be regarded by us as indefensible." 

Would be facing disciplinary action, had he not retired. 


The senior detective in overall command 
of the murder investigation. Mr llsley had 

chalked up nearly 30 years of service at 
die time of Stephen's death. 

He admitted to the inquiry chat he had 
accused the Lawrences of ‘spreading 
around’ confidential information given to 
them by police about progress in the case 
and of undermining the investigation. 

After caking over responsibility for 
family liaison after relations with two 
officers assigned to the family broke 
down, he was given a list of suspects by 
Stephen's mother. She alleges tnat he 
screwed up the piece of paper, a claim he 
denies. 

Mr llsley's approach was condemned as 
“reprehensible’ by Michael Mansfield OC. 
counsel for the Lawrences. Mr Mansfield 
claimed that he and other senior officers 
‘never intended effective arrests leading 
to conviction to be achieved". 

He would have faced seven charges of 
neglect of duty, had he not retired in 
1995 after 32 years in che force. 

Is now director of risk management for 
Kroll Associates, the private security 
agency. 


DETECTIVE SUPERINTENDENT IAN CRAMPTON 


Mr Crampton headed the Investigation 
for the crucial first 72 hours, during 
which key evidence was either missed or 
not acted upon. 

He took the vital decision not to arrest 
any of che five suspects despite a flood 
of tip-offs from the public. At the 
inquiry, he admitted that he should have 
arrested them immediately. 

Mr Crampton also left misleading 
notes for nis successor, Brian Weeden. 
in which he stated that there had been 
no witnesses to the murder and that ail 
the information received by police so far 
had been anonymous. 

In fact, within 48 hours of the 
stabbing police had been given names 
of some suspects from nine separate 
sources, some of which were not 
anonymous. 

He would also have Faced neglect 
charges but retired in 1996 after 30 
years’ service. Now works for Kroll 
Associates. 



First the murderers walk free. Now 
the Lawrence police escape justice 
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THESE ARE the five men who 
bear the lion’s share of re- 
sponsibility for the Mure to 
bring to justice Stephen 
Lawrence's racist kfllers. With 
four of them already eqjoying 
retirement on full pension, it 
emerged yesterday that tbe 
fifth is to follow suit - meaning 
that no police officer in the 
Lawrence case will ever be 
punished. 

Frustrated by the Mure of 
its attempts to bring to bookof- 
ficers in the abortive investi- 
gation, the Police Complaints 
Authority CPCA) called yester- 
day for changes to the law gov- 
. erning police disciplinary 
j procedures. 

Stephen's parents, Neville 
and Doreen Lawrence, reacted 
with fury when it became dear 
that every one of the officers 
who let them down had es- 
caped retribution. They threat- 
ened to sue Sir Paul Condon, 
the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner. 

The PCA, which supervised 
a year-long review of the con- 
duct of the Lawrence case, 
recommended that five detec- 
tives face disdplinaiy charges. 
The four most senior officers - 
Detective Chief Superinten- 
dent William Hsiey, Det Supt 
Brian Weedon, Det Supt lan 
Crampton, and Det Chief Supt 
Roderick Barker - were al- 
ready retired when the PCA an- 
nounced its findings. 


BY JASON BENNETTO 

John Davison and 
Kathy Marks 

Had they still been serving 
in the MetropditanPoIice, they 
would have faced serious dis- 
ciplinary charges of neglect of 
‘ duty relating to the investiga- 
tion of Stephen’s murder by a 
white gang in south-east Lon- 
don in April 1993. 

Yesterday it was disclosed 
that Detective Inspector Ben 
Bullock, 49, second in com- 
mand of the murder inquiry in- 
tends to retire rather than face 
seven similar charges. 

It also emerged that the 
PCA’s decision to charge 
DI Bullock and the other offi- 
cers was delayed for more than 
nine months while Scotland 
Yard argued over the wording 
of its report 

Peter Moorbouse, chairman 
of the PCA, the independent 
organisation that oversees in- 
vestigations into complaints 
against the police, said he was 
‘'angry and dismayed” that an 
the senior officers accused of 
neglect had retired. 

DI Bullock win retire at the 
end of April after30 years' ser- 
vice with the Met on an esti- 
mated pension of £25,000 a yeac 
He will thus join the growing 
ranks of officers around the 
country who have taken early 
retirement - or stood down on 
medical grounds - rather than 


face disdplinaiy charges. He is 
entitled to do so with impunity 
because he has completed 30 
years of service. Once retired, 
officers are immune from 
sanction. 

The PCA is calling for new 
legislation that would prevent of- 
ficers who are feeing tfisapimaiy 
charges from retiring without 
having their cases heard. 

A PCA spokesman said: 
"Justice needs to be seen to be 
done - both the officers and 
members of the public should 
be given an opportunity for 
their cases to be beard.’’ 

He added: “One has to ask 
why can officers suddenly an- 
nounce they are going without 
facing tiie disdplinaiy hearing.” 

A Home Office source said 
that ministers would consider 
tile proposal. Jack Straw, tbe 
Home Secretary has already 
spoken out against early re- 
tirement by officers who escape 
justice by this route. 

The disciplinary recom- 
mendations made by tbe PCA 
against the five officers in the 
Lawrence case were based on 
the findings of an inquiry by 
Kent Police into the original in- 
vestigations of Stephen’s mur- 
der in 1993. 

The PCA's verdict, an- 
nounced earlier this week, had 
been anxiously awaited by the 
Lawrence family, since it 
offered the last chance for any 
officers to be punished for the 


litany of incompetence that 
characterised tbe investigation. 

The PCA also recommended 
that three serving officers 
should receive “formal advice” 
- in other words, a verbal warn- 
ing - for their Mure to keep a 
logofeventsat the scene of the 
stabbing. 

Chief Supt Christopher 
' Benn, the most senior officer at 
the scene of the murder; ad- 
mitted to the inquiry that he did 
not consult intelligence records 
for information about potential 
racist suspects. 

Insp Stephen Groves, who 
was in charge of a Territorial 
Support Group unit at the 
scene, suspected that Stephens 
friend, Duwayne Brooks, might 
have committed the murder 
Acting Insp Ian Ijttie, who dealt 
with Stephen’s parents at the 
hospital on the night of the 
killing, showed gross insensi- 
tivity towards them. 

The public inquiry, chaired 
by Sir William Macpherson of 
Cluny, will go much further 
than the PCA in assigning 
blame. As disclosed in I7ie In- 
dependent last TMnth, the draft 
of Sir William’s report contains 
scathing criticism of 23 officers. 

The final report is due out 
next month. All witnesses had j 
immuni ty from disciplinary i 
proceedings that might have i 
arisen as a result of evidence j 
given at the hearings. | 

Mrs Lawrence expressed | 


her frustration yesterday at 
the disclosure of DI Bullock's 

p lans . 

“Who my son was killed, no- 
body was there to catch the 
killers, and now disciplinary 
action actually can be taken 
after nearly six years, he ups 
and retires and still gets his ftili 
pension - and yet we are still 
here suffering.” 


Imran Khan, the family's 
sofiritoq said that one of the op- 
tions being considered by the 
Lawrences was to sue Sir Paul 
Condon for neglect of duty. 
Other possibilities included 
suing individual officers. 

Sir Paul said yesterday: “I 
can understand the distress of 
Mr and Mrs Lawrence but it is 
now nearly six years since 


Stephen’s tragic death and 
murder, and a numb er of offi- 
cers in the case have retired. 
The officer referred to is now 
at the point where he is legally 
entitled to decide when he 
leaves the service. 

“As the law currently stands, 
he was legally entitled to use his 
right to retire, and that’s what 
he has done.” 


A spokeswoman for the 
Home Office said: “We can 
understand and sympathise 
with the sense of frustration of 
the Lawrence family as no 
one is to face disciplinary 
procedures as a result of 
the Police Complaints 
Authority investigation 
of the Stephen Lawrence 
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Court will decide fate 
of missing foster girls 
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By Andrew Buncombe 
and Gaby Finn 

THE MISSING foster parents 
Jeff and Jenny Bramley were 
told last ari g ht they could keep 
the two girls they abducted if a 
court agreed. Apparently suc- 
cumbing to popidar support for 
the couple, Cambridgeshire so- 
cial services reversed its earE- 


to come home. 

The local authority said it 
would allow a judge - rather 
than ite own social workers -to 
decide if the Bromleys were 
suitable parents for half- 
sisters Jade, five, and Hann ah, 
three. It added that it would not 
oppose a new application to 
adopt the girls. 

Mr and Mrs Bramley have 
been on the ruaibr the past four 
months, disappearing hours 
before a meeting at which they 
woe due to hand back the chil- 
dren they had looted after for 
the previous six months. 
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Jeff and Jenny Bramley with Jade, 5, and Hannah, 3 


sidered the couple unsuitable 
parents for the girls, parity be- 
cause they were too strict Coun- 
cil officials have maintained 
that their decision to take Jade 
and Hannah away was correct 
But last night, in an open let- 
ter to the couple, the sodal so> 
vices (firectoc Iiz Raflton, said: 
T know the last four months 
must have been extremety dif- 
ficult for you all, but it cannot 


be in Jade and Hannah’s long- 
term interests for you to stay 
away any longer I am therefore 
proposing a way that wffi enable 
you to come home quickly." 

She said that in the kmg tenn 
the future of the children would 
be left up to the courts. A 
spokeswoman added: “In the 
short term they can keep the 
children, providing the court 
gives them the OK to do so.” 


The move was at least part- 
ly prompted by the first stage 
of legal action by Jade and 
Hamah’s natural mother, Jack- 
ie Bennett, who hopes to gain 
some access to her children. 

Raphael Silver, her solicitor; 
said: “On Jackie’s behalf, we 
have today started legal pro- 
ceedings, the purpose of which 
is to ask a court to decide what 
is in the best interests of Jade 
and Hannah She is confident, 
that the court .. will take all rel- 
evant matters in to considera- 
tion. Jackie hopes that by 
taking this action, Mr and Mrs 
Bramley will feel more capable 
of returning the children safe- 
ly and speedily." 

There have been a number 
of apparent sightings of the 
famity the most recent bang 10 
days ago on a steam train in 
North Yorkshire. Earlier this 
week the couple sent a letter to 
newspapers and a television 
station, pleading to be allowed 
to keep the children. 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 


black to win in as many moves as it takes 


what could be easier than that ? getting on-line with demon of course . we’ve 
made it so easy , anyone can do it . just call us on 0800 027 9196 or scribble your 
name and address anywhere on this ad and send it to us at freepost demon ( yes , 
that’s all you have to write ) . we’ll send you our free 30-day trial cd . it doesn't 


get any easier than that . 


C> Demon Internet 

0800 027 9196 

wvrw.demon.net email : sales@demon.net 
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CJD ‘can be 


transmitted 


by surgery’ 


SCIENTISTS HAVE found new 
evidence to suggest that the 
human version of “mad cow" 
disease might be transmitted 
during surgery via contami- 
nated surgical instruments. 

A test for the new variant 
form of Creutzfeldt- Jakob dis- 
ease tnvCJDJ shows the infec- 
tious agent responsible for the 
brain disorder is present in 
tonsils and certain other tissues 
bandied in thousands of routine 
operations. Experts fern* the 
nvCJD agent could survive the 
sterilisation procedures for sur- 
gical instruments and be 
passed from person to person 
during hospital treatment 

Government experts are 
drawing up a set of new guide- 
lines on the use of disposable 
scalpels, forceps and other sur- 
gical instruments to limit the 
risks to patients. An anony- 
mous mass screening pro- 
gramme is also planned for 
later this year to detect people 
incubating nvCJD. 

Thousands of tonsils are to 
be tested at random over the 
□ext few years to try to deter- 
mine how many in the general 
population are infected with 
the human form of bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy 


BY STEVE CONNOR 
Science Editor 


(BSE). At present there are 35 
confirmed cases of nvCJD, 
which scientists believe devel- 
oped as a result of people eat- 
ing beef contaminated with 
BSE, but there are fears that 
this might be the first signs of 
an epidemic. Attempts to esti- 
mate the fixture course of the 
disease have been hampered by 
a lack of knowledge and a suit- 
able test for early diagnosis. 

Professor John Collinge, a 
consultant neurologist at the 
Imperial College School of 
Medicine at St Mary’s hospital 
in London, said yesterday he 
has developed a tonsil test for 
nvCJD which will be used in the 


mass screening programme 
to diagnose the infectious 
agent, believed to be a rogue 
“prion” proton. Previously, doc- 
tors could only reliably confirm 
nvCJD with an examination of 
the brain after death. “{The 
prion] is present in every tissue 
of every case of nvCJD [we 
studied] and it’s present at 
quite considerable levels,” Pro- 
fessor Collinge said. “This has 
implications for the risk of the 
infection passing from one per- 


son to anothers. We don’t know 
yet the level of infectiousness 
in those tissues.” 

This raised the prospect of 
using disposable instruments 
wherever possible because 
“there is no means of sterilis- 
ing surgical instruments ade- 
quately against prions”. 

Research funded by the 
Medical Research Council and 
the Wellcome Hnst, published 
in The Lancet, shows that al- 
though the tonsil test could 
detect the infectious prion pro- 
tein in nvCJD cases, this was 
not the case for “classical” 
CJD. Professor Collinge said 
this shows how the rogue prion 
protein behaves quite differ- 
ently to CJD. 

Professor Liam Donaldson, 
the Chief Medical Officer said 
last night* “Current policy 
based on advice from the Ad- 
visory Committee on Danger- 
ous Pathogens published in 
April 1998 is (hat when any pa- 
tient with symptom* of nvCJD, 
or suspected of having nvCJD, 
undergoes surgical operation, 
the instruments must be re- 
moved so that they cannot be 
used again.” 

How many more wfil die? 

Review; page 9 
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The man more afterikBOffn -- 
as “Treasury sources' or 
“friends of the ChanceBor* 
spoke about his tenxzre forth&y 


first time in a rare oa-Ahe^ 


record, totally attributable ;,iu| 
terview on Radio Pour's Warlit : 
At One programme. ' 

Tb the amusement of many 
at Westminster; Mr Whelan 
claimed that he had never 


Claire Lon^hrey and Ben WHfiams, from Nottinghamshire, wfth a print of a painting by the 17th-i 
Claude, which inspired children’s artwork displayed at the “Xhke One Picture, 1999* now at the N; 


Cabinet ministers and de- 
scribed Mr Mandetson as “a 
brilliant strategist'’. 



Britain over-pr 
graduates, says 


Mill 


GRADUATES IN Britain may 
not yet be sweeping the streets, 
but one in five goes into a low- 
fevel job winch does not require 
a degree, says a wide-ranging 
new study published today. 

And the supply of graduates 
will soon outstrip the demand 
argues the paper from the In- 
stitute for Employment Studies. 

More than 400,000 students 
graduated last year; more than 
double the number a decade 
ago, but the number of jobs of- 
fered by blue-chip companies 
has barely risen for 20 years. 

While maths, science and en- 
gineering graduates are likely 
to move quickjy into manager- 
ial or professional jobs, fewer 
than half of those with degrees 
in subjects such as social sci- 
ence, English or modern lan- 
guages are quick to find 
graduate jabs. * 

The report says: “It is ap- 
parent that as the graduate 


By Judith Judd 
Education Editor 


labour market has grown and 
broadened, a substantial num- 
ber of graduates are in jobs not 
requiring degree qualifications 
or are during work similar to 
non-graduates.” 

Many new graduates went 
into jobs paying salaries be- 
tween £10,000 and £15,000 - 
wefl below the sums offered by 
the mam graduate recruiters. 

Employers have been re- 
cruiting graduates to do a wider 

range of jobs because there are 
more of them, says the report 
In some cases, graduates have 
replaced non-graduates in jobs 
which have become increas- 
ingly demanding. 

hi others, employers have 
been more interested in per- 
sonal qualities than qualifica- 
tions. 

Most graduates tend to end 


np in manageri al CH" profes- 
sional jobs but the proportion: 
of younger graduates securing 
top jobs has fallen sharply 
down from 72 po* cent in 1992 
to 56 per cent last year 

One to threenew graduates 
last year went into temporary 
jobs. In the long-term, gradu- 
ates still earn more mid are less 
likely to be unemployed- than 
non-gra duates ■•••*. 

Typical earnings for those 
who graduated three years ago 
were £16-17,060, the same as 
those of new graduate recruits 
to the largest blue chq) com- 
panies. 

A higher proportion of school 
leavers in this country- 43 per- 
cent - will go to university at : 
some time during their lives, 
higher than in aqy other west- 
ern country else apart from the ’. 
United States and Canada, hi 
Switzerland, the figure is 15 per 
cent 


Allied Irish Bank (GB) interest rates. 

Effective from dose of business 8 January 1999. 


Current Accounts: Interest paid quarterly 
Business Plus Account insane access. 

£250,000+ 

£100,000 - 249,999 
£50,000 - 99,999 
£10,000 - 49,999 

High Interest Cheque Account Insane access. 
£10,000+ 

£2,500 - 9,999 

Current Extra Account imam access. 

£10,000+ 

£500 - 9,999 

Savings Accounts: Interest paid annually 
High Interest Investment Account *30 days notice. 
£100,000+ 

£50,000 - 99,999 
£25,000 - 49,999 
£10,000 - 24,999 
£5.000 - 9,999 
£2,500 - 4,999 

Summit Account 7 days notice. 

£100,000+ 

£50,000 - 99,999 
£25,000 - 49,999 
£10,000 - 24,999 
£5,000 - 9,999 

Demand Deposit Account instant access. 

£50.000+ 

£25,000 - 49,999 
£5,000 - 24,999 ■ 

£1,000 - 4,999 • 

£1 - 999 

TESSA* (triable) 5.75% 

Follow-up TESSA (variable) 

£^°°0+ 6.00% per annum 

£3,000 - 4,999 5.50% 


Gross 0 /** Net%* 


6.00% per annum 

5,50% per annum 


♦ Gross rate; the interest rate before deduction of lower rate ax 

1 Efe?* the 1 ? tercSt raEe after deduction oflowCTrate^ax ^ 
I™«li ntercst IrTvesmrem Account: interest paid quarterly. 
TESSAs: rare efccnve from dose of business! 1 January 1 999. 


Voted Britain’s best business bank three time< in + ™ 

Source: 1994, 1996. 1998 Forum ofPria* 

Albed In* Bank (CB) t> J trade tmr* toed under I teener tv AID Croup (UK) nlo It 
of ABwd in* Bmla. pIcX mewponred 01 Northern liehnd, 

Sq^PctfatBTl 3D), purred Number N1 I SCO. . «*IP*ard Otfire 4 Quro,, 
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Briton abandoned in jungle survives for 22 days 



By Jake Lyncb 
in Sydney 

and Clare Garner 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA is de- 
scribed by the Fbreign Office as 
an idand that poses a “constant 
threat of danger”. British 
tourist Clive Sutton found this 
out in a manner he will never 
forget Abandoned by a local 
guide he had hired for a per- 
ilous jungle trek, he was forced 
to fend for himself in the trop- 
ical wilderness for 22 days. 

Mr Sutton had set out on the 
Kokoda trail, a 150-mile route 
which crosses the eastern end 
of the country; on 21 December. 
But one day into the trek his 
guide left him. 

TWenty-two days latei; Mr 
Sutton, 30, from Bristol, was dis- 
covered by a local family walk- 
ing along the trail where more 
than 2,000 Australians and 
13,000 Japanese died in combat 
during the Second World Wan 
Fbr more than three weeks he 
had survived on rehydrated 
□oodles and fruit he had for- 
aged in bushland known to be 
one of the most inhospitable 
parts of the world. 

Yesterday, as Mr Sutton was 
recovering in a hospital in Aus- 


1 ©Twenty two 
days larer he was 
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©He was 
flown to die 
Calms Base 
Hospital by 
the Australian 
army 



tralia, his father revealed that 
he had left Britain partly to for- 
get a car crash on Christmas 
Day 1992 in which a mother and 
a young man were killed. Mr 
Sutton, who was more than 
two times over the legal alco- 
hol limit when the accident 
happened, was sentenced to 
four years in prison after ad- 
mitting to two charges at Bris- 
tol Crown Court of causing 
death by dangerous driving. 

It is not known why Mr Sut- 
ton's guide left him stranded, 
but Jennifer Cox, of guidebook 
publishers Lonely Planet, sug- 


gested he may have been a local 
man who then robbed him and 
ran o fL She added that now was 
the worst time of year to trek 
in Papua New Guinea. “It is the 
monsoon season at the mo- 
ment, which makes it danger- 
ously muddy and hazardous. It 
is very hot and humid and 
there are ravines full of water 
with leeches and malaria- 
carrying mosquitoes,” she said. 

Mr Sutton was “very, very 
lucky indeed to be alive”, she 
added. “Papua New Guinea is 
a tribal society and it is not un- 
usual to come across different 


tribes fighting each other with 
bows and arrows. There are 
also bandits along the way. It is 
always advisable to get an offi- 
cial guide who knows exactly 
what they are doing.” 

Word of Mr Sutton's where- 
abouts passed from village to vil- 
lage and eventually reached a 
Salvation Army oScerin the cap- 
ital Port Moresby A helicopter 
crew from the Australian army 
found him lying in a creek bed 
near the Gogol Rivet; clutching 
a half-litre bottle of fetid water 

When rescuers reached him 
on Wednesday afternoon, be 


was in too poor condition to be 
moved According to yester- 
day’s edition of the Brisbane 
Courier-Mail the helicopter 
pilot, Lewis Beech, said Mr 
Sutton had “the worst case of 

tropical foot-rot [caused when 

blisters burst and go septic! I’ve 
ever seen.” He is also suffering 
from malaria and dehydration. 

But by the time he was 
stretchered from an ambu- 
lance at the end of his journey 
to hospital in Cairns, in north- 
ern Queensland, Mr Sutton 
was fit enough to wave at wait- 
ing news crews. 

A Fbreign Office spokesman 
confirmed Mr Sutton was res- 
cued from the Highl ands in 
Papua New Guinea after his 
guide abandoned Him. “We are 
very grateful to the Australian 
authorities for the rescue. The 
High Commissioner has in- 
formed Mr Sutton's next of kin 
and we are following his 
progress via the Consular Gen- 
eral In Brisbane.” he said 

The spokesman added that 
while the Fbreign Office did not 
go as far as advising against 
non-essential travel to Papua 
New Guinea, it did warn that 
the law and order situation re- 
mained “extremely poor”. 


Legal aid 
‘only for 
probable 
winners’ 


■ TOUGH NEW rules are to be 
introduced to limit the number 
of legal aid cases and concen- 
trate resources on actions that 
are likely to succeed 

The new Blinding Code will 
apply a set mathematical for- 
mula to cases and will be used 
by the new Legal Services 
Commission to administer the 
legal aid system. 

The code, which is being set 
up as part of the new Access to 
Justice legislation, is based on 
the principle that “legal aid 
should only be granted in cir- 
cumstances where a case is suf- 
ficiently strong that a private 
j jying client would invest his 

her money in the litigation”. 

In cases which are assessed 
as having a very good or 80 per 
rent chance of success, appli- 
cants wfli be granted legal aid, 
irovided the estimated dam- 
iges they are likely to win ex- 
ceed the estimated costs of 
he case. 

Those cases which have a 
*ood or 60 to 80 per cent chance 
if success qualify only if the es- 
imated damages won will be at 
east three times the likely 
osts of the case. 

Where the chances of suc- 
ess are only moderate or 50 to 
0 per cent the applicant must 
« expected to win damages 
nore than four times the 
jnount spent in bringing the 
ase. 

If the case has less than an 
iven chance of success the ap- 
plicant will be refused and 
would have to seek a lawyer 
who would be willing to take the 
case on a conditional fee basis. 

With the annual bill for legal 
aid ru nning at £l,670m, the 
Government is anxious to avoid 
unnecessary waste of public 
funds. 

Launching a consultation 
paper on the code yesterday, 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


Steve Orchard, chief executive 
of the Legal Aid Board which 
will be replaced by the new 
commission, said the code 
would ensure value for money 
for the taxpayer. He said: 
“Cases will have to satisfy the 
new stringent criteria to receive 
public funding. Those whose 
cases do not, will know their 
cases are not strong enough or 
are erf lower priority or are 
more suitable for being funded 
in the private sector by condi- 
tional fee agreements with 
lawyers." 

He added that research by 
the board had shown the 
chances of success of a case 
could be estimated in advance 
with a good deal of accuracy. 

But Vicki Chapman, policy 
director of the Legal Action 
Group, which campaigns for 
equal access to justice, said the 
code was likely to cause many 
deserving cases to be denied 
legal aid She said: “People 
bringing these Haims axe by de- 
finition of limited resources. 
Relatively small amounts of 
damages couki be of enormous 
importance to them and de- 
manding that they win three or 
four times their costs is being 
unduly restrictive." 

Richard Miller; a solicitor 
and chairman of the Legal Aid 
Practitioners Group, said the 
calculations were likely to be 
unfairly stacked against the 
applicant. He said: “The esti- 
mated costs would include the 
amount incurred going to court, 
even though many of these 
cases are settled well before 
they reach that stage.” 

A spokesman for the Law 
Society said: “Vfe fear this is just 
p mA ohanigm far fawning down 

more people for legal aid.” 


Dementia? No, 
it’s just snoring 


A 65-YEAR-OLD MAN narrowly 
escaped a diagnosis of demen- 
tia which would have left him 
dependent for the rest of his life 
s on his long-suffering wife, when 
the real cause of his problems 

was discovered - he snored. 

The man, who was a fife-tong 
. - smoker and had chronic bron- 
chibs, was admitted to King’s 
/Mill Hospital in Sutton in Ash- 
i*|ald, Nottinghamshire, because 
~ .■■■' he was having hallucinations 
jy during the night and was con- 
.V fused during the day. Doctors 
- could find nothing wrong with 
’ him, apart from the bronchitis 
and decided he had dementia 
after a brain scan showed mild 
atrophy. They were about to 
send him home when his wife 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 


mentioned he was a snorec 

His snoring was loud and in- 
cluded periods of choking and 
breath-holding - symptoms of 
a common disorder called sleep 
apnoea. Tissue at the back of 
the throat collapses and blocks 
tiie airway, which reduces oxy- 
gen levels in the blood. 

In the man’s case, the sleep 
apnoea combined with his 
bronchitis caused the oxygen 
lev^inhis blood toMvery low 
during the night Doctors 
arranged for him to have oxy- 
gen in bed through a mask 
and his balfacinations and con- 
fusion rapidly improved. 


We've put on a lot, 

without 

piling on the pounds 



306 Meridian, from only £UL£95: 



With 2 Years 0% Finance* and 2 Years Free Insurance*. 

What a spreadl Just how many features can you squeeze into a car? The Peugeot 306 Meridian 1.4 Special Edition includes ABS brakes, 
power steering, electric sunroof 4 , remote control stereo radity'cassette, metallic paint and a leather trimmed interior. We've also found room 
for piip central locking, an engine immobiliser, electric front windows, heated door mirrors, driver’s airbag and body coloured bumpers. 
Help yourself to 2 \fears 0% Financet and 2 Years Free Insurance' while you're at it Shameful overindulgence? 

Perhaps. But the 306 Meridian cuts a sleek and stylish figure on the road. A distinctly lean £11,995*. (Air-conditioned 
Meridian, from £12,345*.) The 306 Meridian Special Edition. Truly, a car you’ll love handling. Call 0345 306 306. PEUGEOT 
www.peugeotco.uk 


* 


•PRICES ME ON THE ROAD AND APW TO 306 MERIDIAN 1.4 LITRE PETROL S DOOR WITH SUNROOF AT CU.99S AND 308 MERIDIAN 1.4 LITRE PETROL 5 DOOR WITH AIR CONDITIONING IN LIEU OF SUNROOF AT £12,345. 
TYPICAL 0 % FIJIAN cat nuMPU! SM ME ROHAN lA UTH PSTROi S DOOR Him SUHMOOH ON THE ROAD POKE* £11,9*5.00, DEPOSIT SOX £5397.81, APR 0%. » HONTHOr PAYMENTS &MB30, TOTAL 
AMOUNT PAYABLE U1ME.OO. T OFFER SUBJECT TO STATUS. OVER US ONLY. A GUARANTEE MAY BE REQUIRED. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE OH REQUEST FROM PSA FINANCE PLC. VERNON HOUSE. SICILIAN AVENUE. 
LONDON WCLA 2QQ. 0% FINANCE IB AVAILABLE TO RETAIL BUYERS ONLY AND APPLIES TO ALL 306 MODELS EXCLUDING 306 CT1-8. 40FFEH SUBJECT TO SATISFYING TERMS. CONDITIONS AND APPROVAL OF THE INSURER AND 
APPUES TO ALL 308 MERIDIAN MODELS EXCLUDING ESTATE. ‘AVAILABLE ON 306 MERIDIAN 1.4 LITRE PETROL 6 DOOR- MODELS ONLY- ‘SERVICE INTERVALS ARE 2 YEARS OR 30.000 MILES FDR PETROL AND 2 YEARS OR 
10.000 MILES FOR DIESEL VEHICLES. (APPUES TO AU VEHICLES FIRST REGISTERED FROM 1ST AUGUST EBBS.) DETAILS CORRECT AT TIME OF GOINS TO PRESS. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. OFFER ENDS 3L5T MARCH 19B9. 
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Germans stop £lbn ‘Delighted’ captive fiiesm 


Sellafield contract 


Britain’s huge nuctearwaste 
reprocessing plant at Sellafield 
in Cumbria was dealt a com- 
mercial body blew yesterday by 
Germany’s decision to ban re- 
processing of its own spent nu- 
clear fuel from next year 

The decision, a victory for the 
Greens in the German coalition 
government, puts in jeopardy 
more than £ibn of reprocessing 
contracts Sellafield has with 
German nuclear power stations. 

Stephen Byers, the Secretary 
of State for Hade and Industry, 
reacted last night by asking for 
an urgent meeting with the 

frPT TTian jft iyir nrunpn t Minis ter ; 
Jurgen Hittin, a Green party 
member and the man behind 
the ban. They are likely to meet 
in London next Wednesday. 

The German business is 
only the third biggest of Thorp's 
current £l2bn of contracts. But 
it is a considerable blow to the 
7,000-job plant and could cast 
doubt over recently discussed 


BY IMRE KARACS, 
Michael McCarthy 
and Michael Harrison 


prospects for privatising SeD- 
afield's owners, British Nu- 
clear Riels Limited (BNFL), a 
move that could raise £3bn. 

Although the Department of 
Hade and Industry and BNFL 
were taking a tough line last 
night, saying that the contracts 
were binding, it is dear that both 
governments now have a prob- 
lem of what to do with the 969 
tons of German nudear waste 
that the Thorp plant has signed 
to deal with by 2004. 

About 6S0 tons has already ar- 
rived in Cumbria, of which about 
150 tons has so Ear been re- 
processed. One possibility is 
that the unprocessed fuel might 
be stored permanent^ although 
the DTI said that was unlikely. 

A senior Whitehall source 
said last night: “The contracts 
might be binding, but it would be 


crfflypoEtics to tel! the Germans 
that they're not allowed to 
chang e their polity and we’re 
going to reprocess their stuff any- 
way whether they like it or not” 
The consultant KPMG sub- 
mitted a report to the DTI 
shortly before Christmas rec- 
ommending that ministers pro- 
ceed with a BNFL sell-off. One 
City source said yesterday that 
the view within the Govern- 
ment about a sell-off remained 
“pretty positive", with the Trea- 
sury still backing a flotation next 
yean He added: “The Germans 
will not derail privatisatioa 
Rather it is a question of how 
much compensation they pay 
BNFL and what they want it to 
do with the waste” 
Reprocessing of spent atom- 
ic power station fuel, once 
thought of as the best option be- 
cause it recovers unused ura- 
nium and plutonium, is 
anathema to environmental- 
ists because it increases the 


amounts and intensity of the 
final nuclear waste. It is not 
needed economically because 
there is now a world glut of both 
plutonium and uranium, and 
the preferred environmental 
option is merely to store it 
SeUafidd has come under in- 
creasing fire fix* the radioactiv- 
ity it discharges into the Irish 
Sea, andat the meeting last July 
of the Ospar convention, which 
regulates marine pollution, 
Britain agreed to bring its dis- 
charges “close to zero” by 2020. i 
The first foDow-up to discuss this 
takes place in Dobfin next week 
Last night environmental 
pressure groups were elated at 
the German initiative. The 
campaign group Greenpeace 
said it was the “death knell” for 
Thorp, while the Irish Green 
MET Nuala Ahem said it was 
the planfs “death rattle”. 

The Gcxmanmove is the first 
stage in a complete phase-out 
of its nudear power. 
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John Brooke, freed by Yemeni kidnappers, with his wife, Katherine, at Norwich' airport yesterday Bryn Colton 
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Leyland One Coat Solid 
Emulsion Matt Finish 
5 Litre Pure Brilliant White 






uni.1 

£ 9-99 


30 % off 
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Keter 16" 
Cantilever 
Toolbox 
Was £9*99 


Was .6229 
Ebac Humidex 8 
Dehumidifier 
Mahogany effect 
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Save £30-30 


Now £69*69 

Was £99-99 
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Triton Ivory 
8-5kw Bectric 
Shower 




30 % off 


HURRY 

OFFER ENDS 
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In Brief 


Pine SA 
Gear Glazed 
15-Pane Door 
78" x 30" 
Was_£39-99 
Now £29-99 


Dulux 


Save £10 


9" Coloured 
Roller Kit 


£ 2-99 


Dulux Emulsion 5 Litre 

Available in Vinyl Matt, Silk 

and Soft Sheen 

Choice of over 1600 colours 

Was .£22*99 

Now £17-24 


Boyfriend on murder charge 

THE FORMER boyfriend of a doctor who was beaten and 
strangled, was yesterday charged with her murder: 
Anthony Diedrick 39, a computer programmer, from 
Mai da Vale, London, is due to appear before West London 
magistrates today accused of killing Joan Francisco “>7 
on Boxing Day 1994 at her flat in St John’s Wood, London 


Save £5-75 


More water costs unjustified 

WATER CUSTOMERS should not pay for environmental 
improvements that will deliver little or no benefit, the 

Se S ]iSd“r u d t couid 

Women dispute arson convictions 

Torn cuninm :.:i i _b. ■ ■ 




ONLY 

£ 6-99 




TV X°, W0 ^ N j NJed after the deaths of a young woman 
and her twodnldren in a 1995 arson attack in Merthyr 
J-dBl, south Wales, yesterday launched an appeal arainst 
their convictions. Donna Clarke, 27, wasjaitedforao^ 
y® 8 ? ■ “ 1W7 at Cardiff Crown Court, fori™. Her 

aunt, Annette Hewins, 31. was jailed forls yeiT^ 
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Heroin boy goes into care 

A SEVHV-YEARrCJLp boy who handed a bag of heroin to 


ONLY 

£ 1-99 


^THERE'S NO BETTER QUALITY] 

HE 
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www-homebase.co.uk monday-thursday sam-spm • Friday 8AM-9PM* • Saturday sam-spm • Sunday ioam-4PM*+ 

-ir you can find any of these products or offers foully at a cheaper price. weU refund the difference. This wiH not affect yoyr statutory rights. Prices mated Indude discount. Mereharefise suhfw to »*aa*(Bty. Products and offers may vary in Northern Ireland and Eire. tOpemnq 

tlmn may vary. ftStores in Scotland open Sunday 9am-Apm. certain other stores open Ham- 5pm. Please erf 0645 801 BOO during office hours for derate of your nearest store- 
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Study debunks 

Gulf War illness 
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By Jeremy Lauhance 
Health Editor 

THE MOST definitive study yet 
of soldiers returning from the 
1991 Iraqi war has foiled to find 
evidence of a Golf War Syn- 
drome. But British soldiers 
who served in the Gulf during 
the war did suffer much high- 
er levels of fllnftgs than their 
compatriots who served in 
Bosnia orwho stayed at home. 

The finding by researchers 
at a London medical school, 
provides the first clear proof 
that going to the Gulf did damr 
age the health of soldiers -even 
though it has proved impossi- 
ble to identify any specific ill- 
ness or apy specific cause. The 
results showed they suffered 
two to three times more illness 
than the other groups. 

Gulf War Syndrome has 
been the subject of intense 
controversy, with veterans' as- 
sociations on both sides of the 
Atlantic accusing the military 
of ignoring the evidence and the 
plight of sufferers. 

More than $115 million 
(£72 m) has been spent re- 
searching the syndrome in the 
United States alone. The latest 
Elm study, published in two pa- 
pers in The Lancet, was fund- 
ed by the US Department of 
Defense to see if other coun- 
tries’ experience had been the 
same as America’s. Over 50,000 
British troops served in the Gulf 
and the findings are based on 
a random sample of 3,000. 

The symptoms they report- 
ed -which ranged from mild fa- 
tigue and headaches to severe 
urinary and sexual problems 
and double vision - were little 
different from those reported by 
soldiers involved in every other 
war in the past 100years.lt was 
the scale of those affected that 
was different -but that could be 
because so few Allies were 
killed in the GulfWar there was 
more opportun ity to focus on 
the problems of the survivors. 

Professor Simon Wessefy, 
consultant psychiatrist at 
King’s College Medical School, 
who led the study with Prides- 


Conflict Symptoms 


Report on First World War veterans. The Lancet: 

“Over 50.000 British. Canadian and American troops 
returned from battle as changed men. Once- vital young 
men who left to engage a foreign tyrant began to 
complain of breathlessness, grinding fatigue, irritability, 
headache, insomnia, and paraesthesias. rendering 70 per 
cent of them unfit for further duty." 

Report on Gulf War veterans, published in latest Issue 
of The Lancet: 

"Veterans... report higher rates of many symptoms and 
disorders and have a decreased perception of 
wellbeing... About three times more likely to fulfil 
criteria for chronic fatigue, post-traumatic stress 
reaction, or the CDC multi-syndrome criteria.” 


sor Tony David, said the most 
likely explanation for the find- 
ings was that the experience of 
war damaged health indepen- 
dent of any injury suffered in 
figh ting. Altho ugh this mi gh t 
seem obvious, the carnage of 
previous wars could have ob- 
scured a transparent tr uth. 

One of the strengths of the 
study was that it compared 
soldiers in the Gulf who fought 
battles with the eneiqy and 
were exposed to the threat of 
chemical and biological 
weapons, with those in Bosnia, 
who were involved in skir- 
mishes but did not face the 
same multiptidty of hazards. A 
third group wee on active ser- 
vice but remained at home. 

Professor Wessefy added: 
“The Gulf was more hazardous. 
Modem warfare is extremely 
dangerous physically and psy- 
chofogjcaQy to the individual Al- 
though we may not be able to 
prevent these effects, we 
should be better prepared to 
monitor [the soldiers] and care 
for them afterwards. We have 
to expect that people involved 
in modem wars will be at risk 
from these sorts of illnesses." 

Speculation about the caus- 
es of filness among Gulf veter- 
ans has centred on chemical 
and biological warfare and the 
measures, including vaccines, 
administered to protect sol- 
diers against it 


Veteran sick 
of official 
treatment 


when shaun RUSUNG re- 
ceived a medal for his part in 
Operation Desert Storm he 
was a proud man. As a para- 
medic attached to The Para- 
chute Regiment just miles 
outside Iraq, be helped sick sol- 
diers who could have died. 
Now, eight years after the end 
of the conflict, he feels sick- de- 
bilitated by illness and dis- 
gusted with the Government 

“I have had no medical treat- 
ment from the Ministry of De- 
fence whatsoever;" he said 
yesterday. “All I have ever had 
from them is c onfir mation of 
health problems which were 
identified by civilian doctors. 1 
feel betrayed. 

“It was naive of me to think 


BY LINUS GREGORIAPIS 

aged 39, had a physical and 
mental breakdown. In 1993 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
and depression were diag- 
nosed. “I was suffering severe 
pain in myieet, hips and spine," 
he said. *r was chronically fa- 
tigued and had heavy sweats. I 
went to the medical assess- 
ment programme run by the 
Mmistiy erf Defence, which just 
confirmed I was suffering from 
these conditions." 

Mr Rusting, from Hull, also 
has osteoporosis, a bone thin- 
ning disease, fibrarqyalgia, a 
condition characterised by 
pains all over the body and 
chronic irritable bowel syn- 


are typical among the unwell 
Gulf War veterans. 

Mr Rusting, who has an 80 
per cent “war" pension and a 




Shaun Rusting : Condition 
no better 

that if I was iqjured serving my 
country that I would receive 
proper medical care. The med- 
icals I received from the Min- 
istry of Defence were nothing 
more than cursory dimes." 

like thousands of other Gulf 
veterans, Mr Rusting, who suf- 
fers from a bone disease and 

severe pain in his joints, said he 

was dismayed by the Govern- 
f mentis continued failure to ac- 
knowledge Gulf W&r Syndrome 
and to pay for the necessary 
medical treatment. 

He is one of the 70 veterans 

who have handed back their 
medals in protest at the Gov- 
ernment’s failure to order a 
public inquiry 
After returning from the 
Gulf conflict, Mr Rusting now 


says that it is dear to him why 
the Government will not ac- 
knowledge GulfWar Syndrome. 
“It is cheaper for [the min- 
istry] to refute the problem,” he 
said. “If they accept that there 
is a syndrome, large numbers 
of veterans could come for- 
ward. Tfceywouldrrt want to be 
liable for medical care for *H of 
us. There Is also the issue of 
compensation. It’s cheaper to 
let us die.” 

He says that the ministry's 
stance is made more infuriat- 
ing by a diagnosis he received 
last year A consultant neurol- 
ogist at the Hull Rcyal Infir- 
mary said that he had Gulf 
War Syndrome. 

Mr Rusting says his fife has 
been devastated by his health 
problems. TTn nowfaced with 
grejg into fee s e co n d part of s y 

life with a severe disabflity” 

But it is not all bad news. His 
wife, Maria, has just greenhirth 
to a healthy girL 

Aware that many Gulf vet- 
erans have had chtidren born 
with defects, Mr Rusting said 
flat they had ftimight long and 
hard before deciding to have a 
child “It was a great retieiShe 
was boro with everything she 
should have and nothing she ; 

shouldn't," he said. 


Although both Bosnian and 
Gulf soldiers received multiple 

agaijvft franmn n in- 
fections, only the Gulf group 
was vaccinated against the bio- 
logical threats of anthrax and 
plague -70 per cent against the 


first and 35 per cent against the 
second. 

The researchers found those 
who had the biological vac- 
cines suffered more 01 health 
but toe effect was less than that 
of drinking local water Those 
who had multiple vaccines also 
reported more symptoms, but 
only in the Guff The re- 
searchers suggest the expla- 
nation could be a rni* of 
immunological and psycholog- 
ical effects. 

Flight Lieutenant John 
Nichd, chairman of toe GulfWar 
Veterans’ branch of the Royal 
British Legion, called forapub- 
Ke inquiry He said: “We welcome 
this report. It at last confirms 
what we have been saying for 
seven years. It is sad that it has 
taken an American-funded study 
to prove their claims were gen- 
uine." He added: “Now we need 
to know why they are ill so that 
we can help them and ensure 
this doesn't happen again." 
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Allied troops in Iraq in 1991. Golf veterans have suffered more illnesses than compatriots at home Mike Moore 
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Tories back teachers’ union in curious role reversal 


THE WEEKEND came early to the 
Commons since most MPs had al- 
ready bunked off after the last vote 
on Wednesday evening. Yesterday, 
the Commons began the experiment 
of Thursday morning sessions, but 
fewmerabers bothered to turn up for 
education and employment ques- 
tions. While the Government man- 
aged to summon 50 of its loyal 
robots the Tbries mustered just 12. 

Hole reversal seems to have 
overtaken both front benches with 
David Willetts, the Tbry education 
spokesman, speaking out for the 
National Union of Teachers, op- 
posing the Government’s return to 
traditional education methods. His 


intervention, and that of his deputy 
Teresa May, drew almost exclu- 
sively on reports, surveys and 
quotes from tins last bastion of re- 
strictive union practices. 

Meanwhile, the Secretary of 
State, David Blunkett, was revelling 
in the fact that he is hated by 
teachers almost as much as Ken- 
neth Baker was when he began the 
process of wreaking havoc on the 
educational establishment over a 
decade ago. In response to Pbn 
Willis (Lib Dem, Harrogate and 
Knaresborough) who asked about 
the effects of staging teachers’ pay 
awards, Mr Blunkett positively glo- 
ried as he replied: “The impact on 


teachers has been generally to ir- 
ritate them.” 

In Mr Blunketf s onward march 
back to the basics of tiie glory days 
of blackboard and chalk, str eaming , 
and multiplication tables, there is 
little opportunity for trendy Labour 
MPs to participate in question time 
without appearing disloyal. But 
fashionable Ben Bradshaw (Lab, 
Exeter) bridged the divide between 
Old and New trendies by suggest- 
ing that “citizenship” be ta ught in 
schools. Quoting a letter from a 
nine-year-old, be said he wanted 
schools to teach democracy and pol- 
itics. Mr Bradshaw still suffers 
from the trendy lefly agenda, prob- 


The Sketch 




MICHAEL 

BROWN 


ably instilled in him 10 years ago 
when he worked for the BBC. 

The Commons moved on to the 
pick V Tnbr fashion of business 


questions presided over by the ice- 
cool, charming Margaret Beckett, 
Leader of the Housa Anything goes 
during this playtime opportunity 
forMFs to flkiinkpeilelsatthe Gov- 
ernment Gordon Prentice (Lab, 
Pendle) and Dennis Skinner (Lab, 
Bolsover) both used the chan ce to 
denounce the liberal Democrat- 
Labour discussions on co-operation. 
Mr Skinner recalled thepact during 
the Seventies Labour government 
when “it all sided in tears because 
they couldn’t stand the heat”. 

A few Tory troublemakers led by 
Julie Erkbride (C, Bromsgrove) 
ran over to the playground sandpit 
to throw handfuls of mud and cErt at 


affair Patrick PfichoDs (C, Tfeiga- 


Ibyior (C, Solihull) called for the 
United States-styie impeachment 
By lunchtime, the House was 


om p ry racr npi mi a uuw ~ 

of &e Public Accounts Committee 
who stayed to listen to an erudite 


liamenfs newest feared and 
revered grandees, David Davis (C, 
Haltemprice and Howden), the 
committee’s chairman. 


Once Mr Davis was a young 
wfaippe^snapper junior whip wi th 

a menacing look but now as chair- 


counts Committee end^ eariy. 

The new Thursday. 

the House has foolishly approved 
have ensured, on the basis of yes-_ 
SSay’s experience, aat^ 
there is controversial business to 
detain MPs they will all store off 
early in the week. That, no doubt, 
was the motive behind the Labour 
majority on the modernisabon com- 
mittee as they hammered yet an- 
other n nil into the coffin of the 


Lib-Lab ties 


extended to 


foreign policy 


TONY BLAIR defied criticism 
from Labour MPs by agreeing 
yesterday to extend closer co- 
operation with Paddy Ashdown 
and the Liberal Democrats to 
European common foreign and 
defence policy. 

Closer relations with the 
Government also caused rum- 
blings of discontent from for- 
mer Liberals who do not want 
to see their party entering any 
pads with the Blair govern- 
ment “We are giving Ifaddy a 
sweetie, but this is the last ex- 
ample of co-operation we will 
allow," said a veteran politician. 

Mr Blair privately told Lib- 
eral Democrats at a meeting of 
the joint co-ordinating com- 
mittee in the cabinet room that 
there were other areas where 
he wanted to see co-operation 
extended. It is believed this in- 
cludes social security policy. 

Mr Ashdown angered mem- 
bers of the pariiamentaiy party 
by "bouncing” them into clos- 
er co-operation last year; and 
some MPs are forming two 
rival camps behind Charles 
Kennedy, a former Liberal De- 
mocrat president, and Simon 
Hughes, one of the most out- 
spoken critics of closer co- 
operation. 

Critics fear being smoth- 
ered by the embrace of the Gov- 
ernment But Mr Ashdown, 
who attacked Mr Blair over the 
NHS this week, is keeping his 
critics in check by insisting 
there is no carte blanche agree- 
ment for co-operation with the 
Government 

“It is being tightly limited to 
areas where we can show that 
it has an advantage, and where 


PARTY CO-OPERATION 

By Colin Brown 
and Sarah Schaefer 


we can deliver results," said a 
source dose to the Liberal De- 
mocrat leaden 

Mr Ashdown knows he is 
playing for high states in seek- 
ing closer co-operation with 
Mr Blair short of a coalition. In 
a letter last month he told Mr 




of the Government's indepen- 
dent commission on the voting 
System, yesterday said it may 
not be held until after the next 
general election, in spite of the 
Labour manifesto commitment 
to hold a referendum on PR. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott, opposes any 
move towards coalition but has 
told friends he is prepared to 
see co-operation with the Lib- 
eral Democrats where it makes 








Skinner: Said 1970s pact 
had ‘ended in tears’ 


Blair his position would be 
made untenable unless he 
could deliver some form of pro- 
portional representation for 
the coming European elec- 
tions. He had to settle for the 
closed-list system, which yes- 
terday reached the Statute 
Book. 

Mr Blair and Mr Ashdown 
have agreed to put off a refer- 
endum on proportional repre- 
sentation for Westminster 
elections until it could be won. 
Lord Jenkins of Billhead, for- 
mer SDP leader and chairman 


sense. 

Mr Blair faced renewed crit- 
icism from his own back beadl- 
es. Gordon Prentice, MP for 
Pendle, said the party was get- 
tmg b very weary about endless 
speculation about Lib-Lab- 
beiy" and asked what precise- 
ly Mr Blair bad in his mind. 

^Can you ask to prevail upon 
him to come to the Commons 
and make a statement about 
this deal?" he said to Margaret 
Beckett, the Leader of the 
Commons. 

Dennis Skinner. MP for 
Bolsovei; said the Lib-Lab pact 
in the 1970s had “ended in 
tears” because the Liberals 
had “ratted" on It TSte don't 
want a repeat performance; 
sack the lot” he said. 

Pointing to differences be- 
tween Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats over a range of is- 
sues such as devolution, Lords 
reform, defence and foreign 
policy, he added: “Some of us 
are fed up to the back teeth of 
the Liberals wanting their cate 
and eating eat It is high time 
a message was passed to the 
Prime Minister and anybody 
else that it is time they put a 
stop to it" 



Fur Bill 
set to 
become 

law 


BACKBENCH BILLS 

BY SARAH SCHAEFER 
Political Correspondent 


William Hague, the Conservative leader, and Ann Widdecombe, the party’s health spokeswoman, visiting the 
surgical training unit at St Mary’s Hospital in west London yesterday ’ Peter MaaJiarmid 


Use of necklocks on child 


The House 


So you haven't claimed on your 
home insurance recently? 


prisoners broke the rules 
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NECKAND WRIST holds were 
used by staff on children at 
Britain’s first jail for young of- 
fenders in a flagrant breach of 
the prison's rules, according to 
a damning official report re- 
leased yesterday. 

An inspection team from the 
Department of Health's Social 
Services Inspectorate found 
that the privately run Medway 
Secure Training Centre, which 
caters for 40 children aged 
from 12 to 14, was in a state of 
“crisis". The Home Office min- 
ister Paul Boateng made a 
scathing attack on Rebound, the 
Group 4 subsidiary that runs the 
jaiL “My officials and I will not 
tolerate farther failures. Re- 
bound are in no doubt about this 
and recognise the serious fail- 


PBISONS 

By Lan Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


ures of the past are quite un- 
acceptable." 

But none of the staff at Med- 
way is to be disciplined and Mr 
Boateng said the Government 
is to press ahead with plans to 
open more centres for offend- 
ers aged 12 to 14. 

The inspectors reported 
that Rebound bad recruited a 
12-strong team -known as the 
“Restraint Squad" - to keep 
order after a series erf resig- 
nations caused a serious staff 
shortage. They noted: “We ob- 
served instances when wrist 
and necklocks were used... 
These methods have been crit- 


icised by the medical profes- 
sion as being potentially inju- 
rious... They were also in 
contravention of the [centre's] 
rules.” 

It was confirmed yesterday 
that there were 150 “restraints" 
in six months. Nine of the re- 
straints led to complaints being 
referred to the child protection 
team at Medway social services 
department, though there were 
no prosecutions. 

Nevertheless, the inspec- 
tors said: “The over-reliance 
on the use of restraint and sin- 
gle separation as primary 
means of control and the fact 
that trainees felt aggrieved 
and powerless confirmed 
them in a ‘victim’ role. This 
perception enabled them to 


justify their destructive 
behaviour." 

Staff had been the victims of 
97 assaults, of which 26 need- 
ed medical treatment 

Frances Crook, director of 
the Howard League, said yes- 
terday: “Locking children up in 
a prison has been shown to 
make them more aggressive 
and to entrench offending be- 
haviour Medway has been seen 
to be a failure. It fails children, 
the public and the taxpayer." 

Rebound said it had put in 
place an action plan that was ei- 
ther implementing or had al- 
ready implemented changes 
recommended by the inspec- 
tors. These include changes in 
training and education, as well 
as a redesign of the building. 
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Watchdog’s powers questioned 

ELIZABETH FUJQN, the new Pariiamentaiy Stan dar ds 
Commissioner should not necessarily be given the power 
to investigate ministers' financial affairs. Commons 
Leader Margaret Beckett said. 


Schools must teach citizenship 


A GREATER emphasis on citizenship lessons in schools 
will improve pupils' understanding of political issues 
when they come to vote in referendums, said the 
Education minister Charles Clarke. 


Parliament visit ‘costa too much’ 

mps jointly condemned plans to charge visitors to the 
Houses of Parliament up to £7 during the summer recess. 


Today’s Business: Neither House is sitting today. 
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‘Keep gay ban in New move on age 
armed forces’ of consent Bill 
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PROPOSALS TO lift the ban on 
homosexuals in the armed 
forces are attacked today by a 
former air chief marshal with 
the backing of a Tbry MP in a 
pamphlet, Not Fit to Fight. 

Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Michael Armitage says lifting 
the ban on homosexuals - ex- 
pected after a ruling in the 
European Court of Human 
Rights - will reduce combat 
readiness. 

The pamphlet published by 
the Serial Affairs Unit also ar- 
gues against women soldfersJt 
says the Battle of Bri tain might 
have resulted in a different 


ARMED FORCES 

By COUN BROWN 
Chief Political Correspondent 


outcome if pilots were mothers 
with children in RAF creches. 

Julian Braziei; a Tbiy MP, 
says the ignorance of MPs has 
allowed “subversive" change to 
the armed forces to go ahead 
without chall en g e. 


‘2Vof Fit to Fight - the cidhcral 
subversion qf the armed 
Jbrces in Britain and Ameri- 
ca’, Social Avoirs Unit, 314-322 
Regent Shed; Umdon, W2R 
5AB. £2195 p his £2 p&p. 


PLANS TO lower the age of 
consent for homosexuals to 16 
will be re-introduced in the 
Commons six months after 
peers overwhelmingly voted 
against them. 

Ministers will seek to push 
through the age of consent 
parfcag g as part of the Sexual 
Offences Bill, to be debated on 
25 January which will include 
guidelines to protect youths 
who are in care, boarding 
schools or the Armed Forces. 
They hope statutory safe- 
guards will persuade peers to 
bow to concerns about young 
people who could have their 


GAY RIGHTS 

By Sarah Schaefer 


Mis-sold pension payouts rising 

LARGE FINANCE firms slow to compensate victims of 
pensions mis-seffing have now wemISSStaS. 


trust abused. Peers voted down 
the measure as part of the 
Crime and Disorder Bill in July, 
despite the clear backing to 
make the age of consent the 
sameas for heterosexuals. The 
three main party leaders and al- 
most all of the Cabinet voted in 
favour of the change. 

However; peers argued that 
they had the right to defy the 
Commons because they had a 
moral right because this was an 
issue of conscience that 
crossed party lines. 


£1 bn in public money saved 

National Audit Office, MPs were told. *** 


Asylum-seekers’ bill increases 

ASYLUM-SEEKERS claimed £325m in henoR* n , . 

the last financial year. The benefit hill 2?® Payments m 
has risen by £25 KlMStt mF" - 


Charges on BSE controls 

Minister, Nick Brown, aruSunced!^’ “ 



NEW LEGISLATION including 
moves to prevent the keeping 

Of animals OOty for the COTO- 

merdal value of their far is like- 
ly to become law this 
pariiamentaiy session after 
several backbench Bills re- 
ceived government support : 

The Ftir Farming (Prohibi- 
tfon) Bill introduced by Maria 
Eagle, the Labour MP for Liv- 
erpool Garston, was the second 
in the top seven of Private Mem- 
bers’ Bills. It received its first for- 
mal reading this week. 

Usually backbench Bills 
have little chance of becoming 
law because of lack of parlia- 
mentary time if opposed but 
this session many have gov- 
ernment support. 

A BIB to tighten protection of . 
children by drawing up a list of 
people unsuitable to work with . 
them heads the queue of pro- 
posed laws, introduced by 
Debra Shipley the Labour MP 
for Stourbridge. 

Labour's Eric Clarke (Mid- 
lothian) seeks, through his 
Mental Health (Amendment! 
(Scotland) BiH, to darify powers 
of hospital managers to hold or 
dispose of patients' property. 

The Referendums BUI, in- 
troduced by Tbry Andrew Ro- 
bathan (Blaby), aims to ensure 
public money and broadcasting 
time are fairity divided between 
the two sides in such poll 
campaigns . 

Labour’s Gordon Prentice 
(Pendle; wants a Right to 
Roam BQl, and Tory Simon 
Burns (Chelmsford W) rai ls 
for a tighter damp on soccer 
hooliganism. The Liberal De- 
mocrat Marik Oaten (Winches- 
ter) is introducing an adoption 
Bill for children and parents in 
more than one country. 
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Businesses shun education zones 
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education action zones, to 

be backed by the Prime Minis- 
ter today as “testbeds of radi- 
cal ideas”, have raised less 
than a third of the £19m they 
need from private companies. 

Tony Blair will announce die 
creation of another 15 zones, de- 
spite zone leaders’ insistence 
that only a handful of the first 
25 zones have succeeded in 
raising the private funds re- 
quired. Each has received 
£750,000 from the taxpayer but 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


must raise £250.000 from busi- 
ness. A central pool of private 
funds on which harttyressed 
zones could draw, promised in 
April, has not materialised 

So far the zones have raised 
just £5m, most of it “in kind” - 
as the rules allow - rather than 
in cash. 

The Education Department 
said last night that it had only 


expected them to raise Efim this 
school yean which ends in the 
summer “So we’re ahead of the 
game,” a spokeswoman said 
But ministers have recog- 
nised the difficulties some 
zones are experiencing by ap- 
pointing Sir Cyril Ihyloc ar- 
chitect of the last government’s 
city technology colleges, to help 
them raise private investment 
Ian Harrison, director of ed- 
ucation at Newham and secre- 
tary of the local education 


authorities' action zone net- 
work, said although Newham 
had secured plenty of private 
funding, only about half a dozen 
of the first 25 zones had strong 
backing from the private sectoc 
“In some cases it isn’t obvious 
why large firms should invest 
in zones. The private sector in- 
terest suggests there may not 
be enough private money to sus- 
tain more. The Government 
should be looking at a more di- 
verse modd," Mr Harrison said 


Mark Pattison, director of ed- 
ucation at Blackburn and the 
network's chairman, said: 
“Most zones are able to raise 
private support in kind'. Cash 
support is not essential but it 
makes a great deal of difference 
if you have some money you can 
use for any purpose. Some of 
the in-kind* support is a hit pe- 
ripheral” He said some zones 
were receiving commitments 
for one year only. 

Yet the zones appear to be 


enthusiastic and optimistic. 
David Bell, director of educa- 
tion in Newcastle, said his zone 
had about £200,000, almost all 
of it “in kind”, for the first yean 
“We remain pretty upbeat but 
the fund-raising has been hard- 
er than we thought We have a 
very good education business 
partnership here and compa- 
nies are already putting a lot of 
time and effort into education," 
he said 

Nottingham zone, which 


started this month, has pri- 
vate funding for the first throe 
months of this yean 

Barnsley, which began in 
September has both cash and 
equipment but is still trying to 
raise money from potential 
supporters. 

Mr Blair is expected to an- 
nounce today that he wants to 
make it easier for parents, 
teachers and community 
groups to run zones, in re- 
sponse to criticism that the 



Shortlisted for the best-actress prize in the Laurence Olivier Awards are Dame Diana Rigg, Nicole Kidman and Dame Judi Dench 

Olivier awards pit Kidman against dames 


THE HOLLYWOOD star Nicole 
Kidman will have to compete 
a gains t two theatrical dam es 
for one of the highest honours 
in British theatre. 

Kidman, who appeared in 
David Hare’s The Blue Room 
and was described by one crit- 
ic as “pure theatrical Viagra”, 
has been shortlisted for the 
best-actress prize on 12 Feb- 
ruary in the Laurence Olivier 
Awards alongside Dame Diana 
Rigg Gfttedre andBritumocus) 


BY DAVID LISTER 
Arts News Editor 


and Dame Judi Dench tPfrxZu- 
menaj. Two other acclaimed 
British actresses, Eileen Atkins 
(The Unexpected Man), and 
Snead Cusack, (Our Lady of 
Sligo) are also shortlisted 
HoDywood makes its pres- 
ence felt in the best-actor cat- 
egory fw. Kevin Spa cey star of 
the film The Usual Suspects, is 
shortlisted for his stage role in 


The Iceman Cometh at The 
Old Vic last year and will face 
competition from Michael 
Gambon (The Unexpected 
Mont, Iain Glen (The Blue 
Room), Jim Norton (The Weir) 
and David Suchet (Amadeus ). 

But the shortlists are dom- 
inated fay the National 
Theatre's Oklahoma!, which 
has nine nominations, includ- 
ing outstanding musical pro- 
duction and best director for 
Trevor Nunn. The Btue Room, 


Hare's adaptation of Schnit- 
zler’s La Ronde, follows with 
six nominations, incl uding best 
new play, best director; best 
actor and best actress. Conor 
McPherson's TfteBfeir is nom- 
inated for best new play and 
best director: 

One of the most interesting 
and ironic nominations is fix' 
outstanding achievement in 
opera. Nominees include the 
orchestra of the Royal Opera 
House “for its consistently out- 


s tanding musicianship". Last 
year it was threatened with 
cancellation of this year’s sea- 
son because of Royal Opera 
House cutbacks, a threat now 
amended to playing a shorter 
season. 

In the nominations for best 
play, Blue Room win compete 
against Copenhagen, Michael 
Frayn’s meditation on the ori- 
gins of the H-bomb; The Weir, 
McPherson’s lyrical examina- 
tion of love and loss in rural Ire- 


land; and The Unexpected 
Man, which tells of the chance 
meeting on a train between a 
well-known writer and a fen. 

Whistle down the Wind, An- 
drew Lloyd Webber’s musical, 
which received a lukewarm 
reception from the critics, is 
nominated in the best new 
musical category. 

It competes against Rent, 
Jonathan Larson’s hip re- 
working of the La Bohdme 
story, Sctfurda^ Night Fever, 


the first stage version of the 
1977 film, and Kat and the 
Kings, a high-energy South 
African import The entire 
South African cast at Kat and 
file Kings received a collective 
no mina tion for best actor in a 
musical. 

In the outstanding musical 
production category, all the 
works nominated are revivals 
of Broadway musicals. Okla- 
homa! is joined by Into the 
Woods, Annie and. Show Boat 


pyfoting 25 are dominated by 
local authorities and are “not 
radical enough". ' 

Margaret Murray, head of 
the learning and skills group at 
the Confederation of British 
Industry, said: “Businesses 
shouldn't be asked for cash for 
the technology block or the ba- 
sics of education, which should 
be fended by the taxpayer They 
should be hanking imaginative 
schemes, like summer schools, 
with measurable objectives.” 


Babies 
at risk if 
mothers 
worry 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

A MOTHER'S psychological 
state can influence the growth 
of her unborn baby, doctors 
have found. 

Worry during pregnancy 
may hinder the development of 
the baby by restricting the 
blood supply to the womb, ac- 
cording to a study. The effect 
could be important because 
smaller babies are at greater 
risk of developing chmnir dis- 
eases in later life. 

It is blown that anxious 
women tend to have smaller ba- 
bies. Researchers at Queen 
Charlotte’s and Chelsea Hos- 
pital west London, believe they 
can explain why. They studied 
100 pregnant women and found 
those with high levels of anxi- 
ety as measured by a standard 
psychological test also had ab- 
normal patterns of blood flow 
through the uterine arteries, 
seen on ultrasound. 

Dr Jeronima Tfeixeira and 
colleagues say in the British 
Medical Journal that the most 
likely explanation for the mech- 
anism is that high levels of 
adrenaline in the Mood restrict 
blood flow to the uterus (and 
other organs) to ensure a max- 
imum supply for tile muscles - 
the “fight or flight” effect 

“It may be that in times of 
stress the mother has evolved 
to protect herself at the expense 
of her foetus,” they write. 


Top chefs sued for £ lm 
over restaurant sabotage 


GORDON RAMSAY the chef no- 
torious for his explosively bad 
temper is being sued for an es- 
timated £lm after walking out 
of his job and taking most of the 
staff with him. 

Mr Ramsay who was head 
chef of the double Mt c helin- 
s tarred London restaurant 
IIAubergine, and Marcus Whre- 
ing, who was head chefatUOr- 
■ anger also in London, are being 
sued over a dispute in which 
staff quit and police were called 
to investigate claims of theft 
and sabotage. 

■ftsterday Mr Rainsay a for- 
mer Glasgow Rangers foot- 
baller; and Mr Whremg said that 
they would fight the action 
vigorously. 

In the High Court writ issued 
by A-Z Restaurants, which 
owns both premises, the two 
are accused of involvement in 
£30,000 of alleged sabotage to 
UQranger in a night-time raid. 


BY KATE WATSON-SMYTH 

The writ said that wires in 
the pastry oven were tampered 
with, endangering anyone who 
trial to use it refrigerators 
were turned off, destroying 
food inside, and knobs and 
rings were stolen from a stove. 

.It also claimed that pages 
were torn from the reservations 

book and stolen earty on 19 July 
the day after Mr Wareing was 
dismissed because of a soaring 
wage bill and a “truculent and 
unco-operative attitude” to his 
bosses. 

Mr Ramsay is alleged to 
have returned to IIAubergine 
and encouraged staff to resign. 
Thirty-nine left, leaving one 
behind, the company claims. 
Both restaurants had to close 

and IIAubergine only reopened 

on 10 September but the takings 
have remained down. 

Mr Ramsay 32, was also ac- 



Ramsay: Accused of role 
in £30,000 of sabotage 

cused in the writ of intimidat- 
ing the pastry chef at L Or- 
an ger and threatened that 
“tteywouIdbreakhim ,T ifbedid 
not resign. 

A-Z said that both restau- 


rants had suffered a substantial 
loss of profits and considerable 
damage to their reputations 
among their celebrity clien- 
tele, which includes Princess 
Margaret, Robert De Niro and 
Sean Cannery. 

GfoEano Lotto, codirector of 
A-Z, said yesterday: “We are 
looking at a substantial amount 
of money somewhere between 
£500,000 and £1 million.” 

Hie added that he had got on 
well with Mr Ramsay and be- 
lieved he was ready to seal a 
four-year consultancy deal wife 
him, but instead the chef 
walked out 

“Mr Ramsay led me up the 
garden path. We set up Mr 
Ramsay: he was not known to 
the world four years ago,” he 
said “He is a veiy capable and 
talented chef - that goes with- 
out saying - but the stage for 
him to perform was supplied by 

us." 


Buckingham Palace unveils 
£1 0m art gallery for public 


By David lister 


PLANS FOR a new £!0m public 
art gallery at Buckingham 
Palace were unveiled yesterday 
promising major improvements 
for the display of one of the 
world's largest art collections. 

The development, to be 
completed in time for the 
Queen’s golden jubilee in 2002, 
is the biggest building project 
at the palace since 1913 when 
George V redesigned the fa- 
cade. John Simpson, the neo- 
dasacal architect who advised 
the Prince of Wales on his 
model village in Poundbury, 
Dorset, is in charge of the 
work. 

The expanded gallery will 
house the Queen’s priceless 
collection of works by 
Michelangelo, Raphael, Rem- 
brandt, Vermem; Canaletto and 



whether there’s a single major 
work of art -or minor one -in 
the royal collection that has not 


Ad artist's impression of the proposed gallery 


Landseer. The Queen, the 
Duke - of Edinburgh and the 
Prince of Whies had all “taken 
an active and enthusiastic 
part” in the project, which will 
be financed by tourist rev- 
enues at the palace and Wind- 


sor Castle, the (Erector of the 
royal collection, Hugh Roberts, 
said. There will be no cost to 
the taxpayer 

“The idea is not to put on 
great blockbuster exhibitions," 
Mr Roberts said. “I doubt 


public view or public exhibition 
in this country. But the new 
gallery will allow us to show 
substantially more works of 
art at any one time- " 

The royal collection includes 
some 9,000 pictures, enamels 
and miniatures, thousands of 
drawings, watercolours and 
prints, as well books, furniture, 
sculpture, glass, porcelain, 
arms and armour; textiles, sfl- 
vh; gold and the Crown Jewels. 

The present Queen’s Gallery 
will dose at the end of this year 
and reopen in February 2002. 
There are further plans for a 
£5m redesign of the palace 
kitchens and service areas. 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
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America 
still hails 

‘likeable’ 
Billy Liar 


45 seats 


House Prosecutors 


AS THE Clinton trial begins, the 
mood across the United States 
is not only calm but almost un- 
interested. However much con- 
stitutional historians and 
television commentators try to 
talk up the perils of the mo- 
ment the emotional charge 
generated by a true national ai- 
ds is not there. 

This is largely because Bill 
Clinton's authority as national 
leader is stfll remarkably intact 
When a group of Washington 
political analysts gathered this 
week to address the theme of 
“Life under a weakened presi- 
dency*', they concluded that 
while the institution of tbe pres- 
idency mi gh t be weakened, the 
presidential authority of Mr 
Clinton himself was largely 
intact 

They also agreed that even 
if as they tended to believe, tbe 
institution of the presidency 
had been diminished in recent 
years, the fault could not he laid 
primarily at Mr Clinton’s door. 

The solidity of his political 
authority may be a product of 
the flourishing economy - and 
vice versa. The Wall Street 
Journal noted that New York 
markets fell 20 per cent in the 
two years between the Water- 
gate break-in and Richard 
Nixon's resignation in 1974. 

In the year since the Clinton 
scandal broke, markets rose 20 
percent Whatever happens on 
Wall Street, the paper said, 
“few would have predicted this 
kird of resilience in the face of 
this much scandal”. 

Commentators have started 
to look beyond the economy for 
why so many have remained 
loyal to Mr Clinton for so long. 
The most recent polls put Ms 
job-approval rating at 62 to 67 
per cent; more than 60 per 
cent said he should not be tried 
and a similar proportion said he 
should not be removed from of- 
fice. They believe this even 
though a similar majority 
(though not necessarily the 
same respondents) say they be- 
lieve him guilty of the two 
charges - perjury and ob- 
struction of justice - the seri- 
ousness of which no one . 
contests. 

The new explanation for Mr 
Clinton’s ratings, to quote 
TODiam Safire in The New Ybrk 
Times, is “a widespread affec- 
tion for this likeable lame-duds 


By Maky Dejevsky 
in Washington 

liar ... His many weaknesses 
become his strength”. Corre- 
spondents to The New York 
Times , in response to Mr 
Satire's column, concurred, 
also citing unacceptable inva- 
sions of his privacy and un- 
warranted pursuit by the 
independent prosecutor, Ken- 
neth Stare as additional rea- 
sons for sympathy. 

Thomas Mann, director of 
governmental studies at the lib- 
eral Brookings Institution, said: 
“It is a style of governance, of 
seeming to connect with tbe 
concerns of ordinary people in 
this country, that is also a 
source of the presidential 
strength, together with his very 
effective counter-punching in 
dealing with the majority Re- 
publicans in Congress.” In 
other words, a lot of Americans 
like him, despite his faults, and 
he is a highly adept politician. 

Even if Mr Clinton's stature 
and effectiveness as president 
have been affected by the 
Lewinsky scandal and im- 
peachment, the damage to Ms 
presidency is marginal The 
respect Mr Clinton continues to 
enjoy as president is perhaps 
his strongest suit Impeach- 
ment has always been regard- 
ed as having a political as well 
as a judicial .aspect and even 
some of his harshest Republi- 
can opponents believe they 
must take account of this when 
they deliberate on their venfict 

Even though Mr Clinton con- 
ducted Ms “inappropriate re- 
lationship” with Ms Lewinsky 
in the White House, sometimes 
while he was transactingoffidal 
business on the telephone, and 
Congressmen on the right of 
the Republican Party accuse 
him of “staining” the presi- 
dency, most Americans seem to 
see Ms behaviour more in per- 
sonal terms. He hurt the insti- 
tution less than he hurt himself 
and his family. 

But if the presidency is 
weaker nowand if Mr Clinton’s 
conduct is not primarily to 
blame, who or what is? Many 
analysts see the end of the 
Cold War as one culprit, be- 
cause it bad the effect of leav- 
ing US power unchallenged 
and rendered a strong nation- 
al leader less vitaL 
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A cold, grey 
light shines 
on history 
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Q Assistant to chief justice 
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Key players 

The 1 3 House managers 

who will act as prosecutors 
are all Republican members 
of the House Judiciary 
Committee. They are led by 
Judiciary Chairman Henry 
Hyde. 

Clinton’s defence is being 
presented by six private 
lawyers and five 
government lawyers led by 
Charles Ruff, who heads 
the White House counsel's , 
oFfice. 

Senators, usually a 
garrulous group, are 
required to remain seated 
and silent during the 
presentations. 

Presiding officer 

As the presiding officer of 
the trial, Chief Justice 
William Rehnquist is 
responsible for making 
rulings on ail points of (aw 
and the admissibility of 
evidence. However, any 
decision he makes can be 
overruled by a simple 
majority vote. 
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A hot ticket 

Only S96 tickets will be 
distributed for each session 
of the trial. Additionally 
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THE QUEUE of people waiting 
to watch the trial of President 
Bill Clinton were as divided as 
America itself on the merits of 
the case. But as they waited, 
shivering and cold, outside the 
Capitol they could at least, 
agree on one thing: they were 
there to witness Mstory. That 
separated them from the large 
number who think the whole 
thing is a waste of time and 
money, and who spent yester- 
day pondering the stock mar- 
ket. Michael Jordan or the 
state of their bank accounts. 

Let history record that the 
first in the queue were Alan 
Goodwin and Ricky Colson 
from Alexandria, who had been 
there since 5.20 in the morning, 
while a grey dawn broke and 
freezing rain spattered the Tar- 
mac around them. "We want to 
see Mstory, to be a part of his- 
tory,” said Ricky, shrouded in a 
rainproof smock. “Nobody alive 
has ever had the opportunity to 
witness something like this .” 
“Live,” added Alan. 

By 10.30, there were 30 peo- 
ple behind them, each certain 
to get one of the tickets. After 
that, the seats would be rotat- 
ed to the next people in line. 
The ceremonial part of the pro- 
ceedings had been dispatched 
the week before, and now the 
real business was to begin. 

This being Washington, it 
was an erudite and informed 
queue. Rivero Emilio-Adolfo, a 
Professor of Constitutional Law 
from Maryland University, had 
brought some visiting friends to 
watch the drama. “This is a his- 
toric opportunity they should 
not miss,” he said, sheltered be- 
neath a vast umbrella. “They 
will have an opportunity to 
watch democracy in action. 
The most powerful man in 
America must answer for his 
actions," he said approvingly. 
“This is not a country of caudil- 
los or leaders. This is a coun- 
try of laws." 

Sunil James had come down 


by Andrew Marshall 
in W ashington 

from New York for a job inter- 
view but it hadn't worked out, so 
he had come along to watch. “I 
voted for him twice, in 1992 and 
1996," he said of the President 
Tm hoping he will not be found 
guilty. It's disa ppointing to see 
it's come down to this, to lying 
and partisan politics. It doesn’t 
seem to me what the founders 
of the Constitution meant" 

But others were disap- 
pointed precisely because they 
believed that this would not end 
with the toppling of a president 
Mike, from Ffcirfex. Virgin ia , 
said that he did not “think jus- 
tice will take place. He should 
be thrown out of office, but 
that won't happen. I'm kind of 
upset It's a mockery of the 
country.” 

And his friend, who pre- 
ferred not to be identified, 
agreed He had watched Ques- 
tion Time the other day. he said 
and the House of Commons had 
disintegrated into laughter as 
it discussed the proceedings 
here in Washington. “The/re 
laughing at America. I don't like 
it" he said 

These divisions echo the 
broader discussion in the na- 
tion: is this the proudest mo- 
ment of the legal and political 
order, showing that even the 
chief executive, voted into office 
by the people, wielder of the Du- 
el ear suitcase, commander in 
chief, can be brought to book? 
Or is it a show trial for form's 
sake? Has this man so de- 
graded the office of President 
that he must be thrown out at 
the first opportunity, or is he the 
victim of a partisan conspiracy? 

As the queue shivered in the 
chilling wind the process un- 
wound around them. Boxes of 
papers were hoisted out of 
tans by aides while cameramen 
herded truckloads of equip- 
ment into the buflding. What- 
ever it was. it was starting. 


Rules echo ordeal of Andrew Johnson 


ONLY THE second Senate trial 
of a president and the first this 
century is to be regulated by 
rules set for the first impeach- 
ment trial - Andrew Johnson’s 
in 1868 - and updated only 
minimally. The rules are old- 
fashioned and rigorous. 

From the time a trial is 
opened, the Chief Justice of the 
United States presides in the 
Senate chamber The present 
Chief Justice, William Rehn- 
quist, 72, is a specialist in con- 
stitutional law and has made a 


By Mary dejevsky 
in Washington 

special study of impeachment 
He is held in high regard by fel- 
low lawyers but also in awe as 
a stickler for procedure - and 
quiet 

There was some confusion 
about how be should be ad- 
dressed, with Mr President 
Mr Presiding Officer and Your 
Honour mooted. It was decid- 
ed he should be addressed as 
Mr Chief Justice. One of tbe 


rules altered for the Bill Clin- 
ton trial is the timetable. On 
most days proceedings are to 
start at 1pm rather than noon, 
to accommodate Mr Rehn- 
quisfs Supreme Court com- 
mitments. He has also been 
allocated an office at the Sen- 
ate, equipped, for the first time, 
with a telephone. 

The prosecution is repre- 
sented by the 13 “managers" 
appointed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, who will sit an the 
left of the chamber All are Re- 


publicans, all are lawyers and 
all are on the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, which formulated arti- 
cles of impeachment against 
Mr Clinton in the House. They 
are led by Henry Hyde, who 
chaired the Judiciary Commit- 
tee proceedings. 

On the right of the chamber 
at tbe front sits the President’s 
defence counsel - seven 
lawyers, led by Charles Ruff Mr 
Ruff, White House chief coun- 
sel, summed up Mr Clinton’s 
case in the House and will do 


the same in the Senate. Special 
tables have been made for each 
team. 

The 100 senators, acting as 
jurors, have been given written 
guidelines for their comport- 
ment. They will sit on either 
side of the chamber. Republi- 
cans on the right. Democrats on 
the left. They must remain 
silent whispering is ruled out 
though no punishment has 
been set They may ask ques- 
tions and raise objections but 
onty in writing and only through 


the presiding judge. They must 
ensure phones neither ring nor 
bleep. 

They must rise “silently" 
when the Chief Justice arrives 
and leaves. When votes are 
cast each senator must rise in 
turn and state their vote. 

The first part of the trial is 
expected to last io days. Votes 
are then likely to be taken on 
whether to dismiss or to con- 
tinue and whether witnesses 
should be called or more evi- 
dence be sought 
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Santer 


clings on 


to power 


A WEAKENED European Com- 
mission bung on to power 
yesterday as the European Par- 
liament drew back its threat to 
sack all 20 Commissioners In an 
epic confrontation over fraud, 
mismanagement and rampant 
nepotism in Brussels. 

Their climb-down defused 
the immediate crisis but MEPs 
inflicted massive wounds on 
Jacques Santer, European 
Commission president, and his 
team shifting, perhaps perma- 
nently, political power and in- 
fluence from an arrogant and 
secretive bureaucracy to the 
ElTs only directly elected booty. 

A motion to sack the entire 
Commission, Parliament's nu- 
clear option, only ever used on 
four previous occasions in the 
EITs history, received the sup- 
port of 42 per cent of MPS. 

Although a technical victory 
this was a devastating humili- 
ation for the Commission, re- 
flected in the glum faces of its 
20 members as the results of 
the roll call vote were read out 
to a packed chamber. 

Onty 293 MEPs out of 626 
voted for the Commission. An 
especially strong slap in the 


By Catherine butler 
and Stephen Castle 
in Strasbourg 


i N ’ / * 


Wilfried Martens: ‘Age of 
bureaucracy has ended* 


face came from Germany 
where MEPs from both the 
left and right defied their po- 
litical groups to vote en masse 
against the Commission. 

Wilfried Martens, leader of 
the Christian Democrats, said; 
“The age of bureaucracy has 
ended." Pat Cox, leader of the 
Liberals, and previously a 
strong Commission supporter, 
told the House after the vote: 
u Politically we believe the Com- 
mission is dead in the water.” 

A relieved Mr Santer insist- 
ed afterwards he was satisfied 
with the outcome. He said it was 
an expression of democracy at 
work, adding: ‘The Commission 
was not weakened." 

Despite having suffered a 


Green’s reputation 
is dented by vote 


AS BOASTS go it was a brazen 
one Pauline Green, leader of the 
socialist group, yesterday 
claimed her share of the credit 
for haring kicked the European 
Commissio n “in the backside". 

Yet the MEPs who delivered 
the blow did it against her ad- 
vice. And, while Ms Green 
tabled the initial censure motion 
against the commission last 
December her intention was to 
vote against it to give the 20 com- 
missioners a vote of confidence. 

This has not been a good 
week for the 50-year-old whose 
political tactics have backfired 
badly. Yesterday she made it 
public that she had no intention 


By Stephen Castle 


of standing for European Par- 
liament president, winch may be 
just as well. 

Ms Green, who throughout the 
weds faced accusations ofhaving 
connived in the survival plan of 
Jacques Santer the commission 
president, was spotted in the bar 
of the Hilton Hotel in Strasbourg 
mi Monday enjoying a drink with 
him. As she said, rather defen- 
sively, yesterday: T was having 
a drink of water and he came in 
with his entourage and, of course, 
he sat down. But there was no 
suggestion of collusion in bow 
things were handled." 


the independent 

Friday 15 JamWQ 


Wounded 


near rebellion in his own ranks 
from such commissioners as 
Nefl. Kinnock, he ruled out re- 
signing and even raised the 
prospect of returning to head 
the next Commission. 

A resolution targeting the 
former French Socialist Prime 
Minister Edith Cresson was 
much more heavily defeated. 
Mme Cresson survived com- 
fortably, backed by Socialists 
and defecting conservatives, 
who were swung by Mr Santer's 
threat to resign if any individ- 
ual commissioners were sin- 
gled out for condemnation. 

But scandal-tainted Mme 
Cresson could yet be pushed 
out The Commission is now po- 
litically bound to comply with an 
independent inquiry into the 
allegations about her and the 
Spanish commissioner Manuel 
Marin. MEPs voted over- 
whelming for a resolution stat- 
ing that any commissioners 
found guilty of wrongdoing by 
the end of March wiQ be oust- 
ed, if necessary by legal means. 

MEPS claim theyare now on 
the way to winning the power 
to force individual commis- 
sioners to resign. 

Socialist leader Pauline 
Green said Parliament had put 
in place the means for Mr San- 
ter to fire Commissioners Cres- 
son or Marin, if they are found 
guilty by the tribunal. “There 
isn’t a government in Europe 
that could stop him now in 
terms of public opinion. The So- 
cialists will be behind him." 

Jose Maria Gil-Robles, the 
Parliament’s President said 
this could be made a perma- 
nent feature when the Com- 
mission President gains the 
right to reshuffle Commission 
portfolios under the Amster- 
dam Treaty. “The Parliament 
must be entitled to ask the 
President of the Commission 
for the sacking of individual 
Commissioners," he said. 

The Commission's fiercest 
critics were livid at the climb- 
down on attempts to target Ms 
Cresson. Edward Me Miflan- 
Scott leader of the British 
Tbries accused Socialists and 
southern European conserva- 
tives of orchestrating a “white- 
wash of Euro fraud". He 
accused Pauline Green of vot- 
ing for The culture of cover up". 

Leading article. 

Review, Page 3 


Kamajors, traditional hunters who are siding with Ecomog, board a vehicle in Freetown on their way to fight the Revolutionary United Front Jean-PhiUppe Ksiazek/AFP 


Vultures swoop on corpses filling 
the streets of devastated Freetown 


VULTURES PICKED at bodies 
strewn on tile pot-holed streets 
of central Freetown yesterday 
as West African troops backing 
Sierra Leone's government 
drove rebels from the battered 
city. 

“It’s just horrible, there are 
rotting bodies in the streets, 
corpses everywhere,” said 
Blanche, a secretary emerging 
from her house after a week 
trapped indoors. 

Revolutionary United Front 
iRUF) rebels, retreating east- 
wards after capturing more 
than half the capital when they 
surged through the defences of 


By JEFF KOINANGE 
in Freetown 


the Nigerian-led Ecomog 
forces on 6 January offered the 
possibility of at least a lull in the 
fi ghting . 

Sam Bockarie, the rebel 
commander; said by satellite 
telephone yesterday the RUF 
would start an unconditional 
seven-day ceasefire on Monday. 

Speaking from Abidjan in 
Ivory Coast he said: “After 
that one week, if [rebel leader 
Fbdayj Sankoh is not released, 
we are going to resume our 
offensive.” 


Negotiations for a formal 
ceasefire were bang led by the 
United Nations and West 
African governments. Media- 
tors awaited the reply of Presi- 
dent Ahmad Ttejan Kabbah of 
Sierra Leone to the RUF s key 
demand- Mr Sankoh’s release. 

Mr Sankoh’s whereabouts 
were a mystery and the pres- 
sure on President Kabbah and 
the Ecomog intervention force 
to agree a ceasefire with the 
rebels may have lessened as 
the military tide turned. 

The rebel retreat left Free- 
town landmarks riddled with 
bullet-holes. Some were burnt 


to the ground. The UN head- 
quarters was all but destroyed 
by fire and bullets. 

With 15,000 men from Nige- 
ria, Ghana and Guinea already 
serving with Ecomog in Sierra 
Leone, a senior Ecomog source 
in Freetown said yesterday 
more reinforcements were ex- 
pected. He said a crack Niger- 
ian regiment, the 72nd 
Airborne, was on its way to help 
to flush out rebel units. 

“Last time we made the 
mistake of not going all the way, 
this time we’re going to finish 
the job,” the source said, re- 
faring to events in Ffebruary 


1997 when Ecomog evicted an 
army junta and restored Pres- 
ident Kabbah to power 

Nigeria’s government 
warned on Wednesday that it 
must be closely involved in any 
peace initiative - an apparent 
rebuke to some of the numer- 
ous mediators shuttling be- 
tween the warring parties. 

The destruction in central 
Freetown and a looming 
humanitarian crisis were the 
striking legacies of the rebels’ 
scorched-earth retreat and 
Ecomog’s use of warplanes 
and artillery. 

State House, fbrmerty Sier- 


ra Leone's presidency, was 
riddled with ballets and was 
serving as a shelter for people 
flocking to the centre in search 
of food. 

The West African force said 
it had regained control of afl ’ 
parts of the dty and it was dear 
the Nigerian-led force had foil 
command of the centre yes- 
terday. Food stores were be- 
ginning to open and residents 
were buying rice, corned beef 
and anything edible. 

“Life will be back to normal 
by the weekend,” said Colonel 
S O Ogfaeni, ofEcomog’s Niger- 
ian contingent (Reuters ) 


Insults fly as French parties go to war 


EVEN BY the fractious stan- 
dards of French politics, this 
has been a breathtaking week. 

The ce n tre party has spent 
four days insulting - and re- 
ceiving insults from - its nom- 
inal allies on the right And 
Lionel Jospin, the Socialist 
Prime Minister; has run away 
with tiie nationalist and bw-and- 
order clothes of the Gaullists. 

The warring wings of the far- 
right National Front have been 
to the courts to grapple over 
who has the right to use the 
party’s name. Daniel Cohn- 
Bendit, one of the leaders trf the 
1968 student revolt, resurrected 
as a green liberal, continues to 
cause havoc in Mr Jospin’s 
pink-red-green coalition. 

Mr Jospin and the Gauffist 
President, Jacques Chirac, once 
the best of co-habiting enemies, 
are growling at each other. New 
right-wing parties seem to 
spring up lihp mushrooms. 

Can all this realty be ex- 
plained by the fact that there is 
a European election in June? 
The elections appear to have 
thrown the French political es- 
tablishment - as well as the 
anti-establishment - into tur- 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 


mo2. In truth, any other excuse 
would probably have done just 
asweH 

The underlying causes of 
the tensions in French politics 
are two-fold. The inherent in- 
stability of the Jospm-Cbirac, 
left-right cohabitation, is be- 
ginning to show after 19 rela- 
tively untroubled months. And 
the explosion of the National 
Front CNF), far from strength- 
ening the centre-right, has 
shaken its ramshackle struc- 
tures to the point of destruction. 

Last weekend, the Rhdne- 
Alpes regional council had to 
electa new president to replace 
Charles Millon, one of the 
centre-right regional barons 
installed last March with NF 
votes against the instructions 
of national parties. Mr MUlon, 
who has since started his own 
rightwing party La Drrote (the 
Right), was tipped out of office 
in Lyon on a technicality. The 
meeting to choose his succes- 
sor caused another fire-storm 
in the centre-right 

The Gaullist RPR and the 




Jacques Chirac: Growling 
at the enemy 


Lionel Jospin: Wearing 
Gaullisf clothes 


right-wing Ddmocratie Lib- 
erate (DU wanted to install a 
MiB on supporter also backed by 
Jean-Marie Le Pen's “official" 
wing of the NF. The centrist 
UDF refused. It accepted So- 
cialist votes to install one of its 
own members, Anne-Marie 
ComparinL 

Both rides accused the other 
of betrayaL The UDF leader; 
Francois Bayrou, said his nom- 
inal Gauffist and DL allies had 
breached the solemn pledge 


never to make pacts with the 
NF. The others accused Mr 
Bayrou oftireaking the promise 
not to make deals with the left. 

The unseemly row is impor- 
tant for two reasons. It reduces 
the possibility that Jacques 
Chirac might call a snap pres- 
idential election next yeai; two 
years earty Secondly, it raises 
Use intriguing possibility that the 
UDF, now shipped of its more 
conservative elements, might 
drift into alliances with the fat 


at local level, eVen possibly at 
national IeveL 
This would fundamentally 
realign French politics. Mr Bay- 
rou has denied any such in- 
tention. But he has let it be 
known that he will run his own 
list in the European elections 
in June- destructively splitting 
the centre-right vote - unless 
the Gaullists and DL agree to 
run on a pro-European ticket 
Such a prospect is unthink- 
able for the Gaullist leader; 
Philippe Sdguin, a partially re- 
canted Euroscep tic who faces 
the erosion ofthe party’s grass 
roots by a profusion of small na- 
tionalist parties. Mr Sdguin 
seemed in the past couple of 
days to be trying to widen the 
breach with the UDF not to 
heal it He ordered Mr Bayrou 
to “choose sides" and accused 
him oftrying to “remake the old 
dream” of a centre-left alliance. 

To confuse the issues fur- 
ther; Mr Jospin chose this week 
to make a series of tough, 

Blairisb statements on law and 
order and the need to ensure 
the survival of an “irreducible 
reality” of nationhood in Eu- 
rope. With both themes, he 


was encroaching on Gaullist 
ground. 

In a television interview on 
Wednesday night Mr Jospin 
appeared mere rallied than Co ry- 
fident The eruption of Mr Cohn- 
Bendit, as the standard-bearer 
of the greens, has shaken the So- 
aalist-Communist-Green coali- 
tion. On Wednesday the 
Communists rejected the pos- 
sibility of a joint list with 
the Socialists in the European.' 
poll 

In the NF, Bruno Megret, the 
party’s de facto Number TVro -< 
who has been in open revolt, 
against Mr Le Pen since De- - 
comber; will hold a conference ’ 
near Marseilles a week tomor-, 
row. The meeting will “depose” ' 
MrLe Fen and elect Mr MGgret: 
as the leader of the self--- 
Proclaimed “democratic” NF. . '• 

Mr Le Pen went to court this 
week to deny the MCgretistes 
the right to use the party name. 
A decision will be announced 

today . Mr Le Pen had forgotten 

to renew the title National 
Front as an official trademark! 
One of Mr Mdgrefs lieutenants 
gaietty registered the words te 
bis own name in Decembet-'v 
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US clash with 
Russia over 

rocket boycott 
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ALREADY BATTERED rela- 
tions between the United 
States and Russia went from 
bad to worse yesterday as 
Washington threatened to stop 
la unching American commer- 
cial satellites on Russian rock- 
ets - business worth milli ons 
of dollars to Moscow's impov- 
erished space industry. 

The move came as the 
Russian media was reverber- 
ating with thunderous denials 
of US allegations that three 
top Moscow scientific Insti- 
tutes have been helping ban to 
develop nuclear weaponry and 
ballistic missiles. “We did not 
sell Iran a nuclear bomb!" said 
the . front page headline of 
Segodnya newspaper. 

The US national security 
adviser, Sandy Berger; 
announced sanctions on Tues- 
day against the Mendeleyev 
Chemical Technical Universi- 
ty, the Scientific Research and 
Design Institute of Power and 
Technology and the Moscow 
Aviation Institute. The ban 
stops US companies buying 
from and selling to them. 

At the heart of the issue is 
a nuclear plant that the Rus- 


By Phil reeves 
in Moscow 

sians are building for Iran 
near the Gulf port of Bushehr. 
The Russians insist that the 
contract, signed in 1995, is a 
civil energy project but the 
Americans have long suspect- 
ed that Iran is secretly using 
it to develop nuclear weapons. 

The US, under pressure 
from Israel, is also alarmed by 
Iran's development of the 
Shahab-3 missile which, with a 
range of 800 miles, can reach 
Tel Aviv. 

The Bushehr project is 
worth about 5800m (£5Q0m) to 
Moscow - money that, with the 
economy in ruins, Moscow 
needs. And to the exasperation 
of the Americans, Russia is 
now also negotiating with the 
Iranians to build a second unit 
at Bushehn 

This has arisen a month 
after Moscow briefly recalled 
its ambassadors to London 
and Washington in a protest 
about the Anglo-American 
bombing of Baghdad. 

However, Russia's depen- 
dence on the West for eco- 


Invitation to 
a beheading 

European Times 


COPENHAGEN 


JORGEN NASH never ex- 
pected to set a trend. In 1964, 
angry at the women in his life, 
he decapitated Denmark’s 
most famous female -the lit- 
tle mermaid who sits peace- 
fully waiting for ha - prince on 
Copenhagen’s seafront 

History does not record 
what his lovers thought of the 
attack. But tourists admiring 
the Danish national symbol 
can now not be sure whether 
the mermaid is looking over 
her shoulder for a prince or 
an assailant 

Jorgen Nash’s attack has 
been followed by many more 
acts of vandalism against Ed- 
ward Eriksen’s 1913 bronze 
statue. But all Mr Nash want- 
ed to do was to let off steam. 


The mennaid after her 
most recent decapitation 

be said in his 1997 confession. 
•At the start of the Sixties I had 
two wives at the same time," 
said the eccentric, 78-year-old 
artist “One of them was a 20- 
year-old student of mine. 
When I returned from a tour 
of Norway in April 1964, this 
young Ipve of my Bfe had been 
thrown out fay my older wife, 
who was terribly jealous.” 

In his anger, he bought a 
hacksaw and cut the bronze 
lady’s neck “I was in hick that 
night," he recalls. “It was 
awfully cold, so the seafront 
wasn't crowded with the 
usual lovers and drunks. And 
the Hamm ering from the 
docks created a cover for my 
sawing noise.” 

It took five broken blades 
before the head finally came 
oft It has never been recov- 
ered from the shallow grave 
near Copenhagen where Mr 
Nash dumped it 
The event sparked anger 
and sorrow among the 
Danes, who regard the little 
mennaid as their Statue of 
Liberty. 

Ten thousand newspaper 
articles and 100 television 
and radio programmes cov- 
ered the story. It was also 
front-page news as far away 
as Moscow and Tbkyo. 

So much attention was 
given to the mennaid murder 
that since 1964 more than 200 
people have admitted to the 
crime, demanding conviction 
and fame. Among them was 
a radical feminist group that 


claimed the mermaid was 
an insult to the female sex 
and therefore deserved the 
harshest treatment 

“Last year! was promoting 
my book at an exhibition and 
a policeman came up to me," 
Mr Nash said this week. “He 
told me that on that day eight 
people had tried to enter the 
exhibition, claiming they be- 
headed the mermaid and 
wanting to punish me for tak- 
ing the credit Unbelievable." 

Never one to let pass an op- 
portunity for attention, Mr 
Nash is in the process of ar- 
ranging a party for wannabe 
decapitators. “I plan to gath- 
er them all, find 200 divers to 
search for the head in the 
marsh and have a grand cel- 
ebration.” The bizarre party 
would be timed to coincide 
with the publication of his 
second volume of memoirs. 

There have been several 
copycat attacks on the statue. 
In 1976, it was covered in red 
paint and eight years later 
she lost her right arm to two 
drunk men, who humbly re- 
turned it to the police the fol- 
lowing day. 

And in 1990, someone tried 
to cut off her head again, but 
had either too weak a saw or 
too weak a wilb the villain only 
made it half-way through the 
neck and the mermaid was 
able to gaze at the sea in 
peace for another eight years 
before a more successful 
killing took place. That was 
discovered in the early hours 
of 8 January last year by a 
television cameraman, Mich- 
ael Fbrsmark Poulsen. “I 1 was 
called up at 3.30am by a 
youngster who said that the 
mermaid was 'missing some- 
thing!’," Mr Poulsen said. “So 
I went out to the waterfront 
just in time to film two peo- 
ple wearing balaclavas roller- 
skating away from the 
mermaid, who was headless 
once again.” 

A television station offered 

a reward for the recovery of 
the maiden’s head but it was 
returned anonymously. Mr 
Poulsen was later questioned 
by the police, suspected of 
being involved in the crime. 
“I do have a record of theft 
and vandalism,” he admits, 
“but I swear I fid not murder 
the mermaid.” 

But in Denmark, nothing is 
a bad as a mermaid murder 
and Mr Nash is the only de- 
capitator who has faced na- 
tional vilification - even If it 
was 30 years after the event 
Able to escape prosecution 
because the case was old, Mr 
Nash holds the doubtful ho- 
nour of being the founder of 
a culture of national symbol 
vandalism. 

Neither Big Ben nor the 
Statue of Liberty has en- 
dured what the peaceful tit- 
tle mermaid has suffered, 
while awaiting her prince. 

CHARLOTTE BEDER 


noraic assistance means it can 
do little more than spout indig- 
nant rhetoric. 

This may be one reason why 
Boris Yeltsin, who yesterday 
spent yet another day at his 
country retreat, has so Far 
stayed out of the fray. It has 
been left to the powerful Prime 
Minister! Yevgeny Primakov, 
to condemn the US’s “strong- 
arm methods" as “counter- 
productive". 

Most Russians will see the 
sanctions as another example 
of American bullying and high- 
handed interference in 
Moscow’s dealings with its 
neighbours - a view that will 
further fael a potentially dan- 
gerous anti-Western trend. 

Nor has the fact gone unno- 
ticed that the issue coincides 
with the Clinton impeachment 
proceedings. “Whenever a US 
president feels the need to 
boost his rating you see this 
sort of action.” said one com- 
mentator. 

The US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, is due in 
Moscow later this month: she 
should not expect to be made 
welcome. 


Ethnic Albanian children sit behind a plastic-covered window yesterday in a village 25 miles south-east of Pristina, the capital of Kosovo. 
Some famili es are returning to homes damaged during dashes between Serbian and ethnic Albanian forces last year Reuters 
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Briefing 


Rover adds jobs, AA cuts back 

ROVER GROUP is to create more than 500 jobs, but the 
Automobile Association and Golden Wonder Crisps are 
shedding a total of 800, it was announced yesterday. Rover 
has signed a 10-year parts warehousing deal with 
Caterpillar that will create 300 jobs at Rover and 255 at 
Caterp illar. Meanwhile, the AA said it was reorganising its 
breakdown activities into three new supercentres, 
involving a net jobs loss of 250. Golden Wonder is shedding 
540 jobs at its Widnes crisp factory. 

Bank of Scotland restructures 


” — -■ Tl BANK OF SCOTLAND is to 

bL . -• reshape its business over 
; the next year to ensure that 
- customers have access to 

V M all groap services and 

9 - ■ Jm products, the group said 

TJ \ ¥' '/- yesterday. The present 

' .V . ’ v- / functions of the clearing 

jc 4 . • bank and UK group 

. ¥ 7- companies - Capital Bank, 

! k the British linen Bank and 
k Bank of Wales- will be 
. Ml realigned into three 

operating divisions, a new 

services division and an extended group office {Unction. 

The first phase of change will include the formation 
of four business and operating divisions reporting to an 
executive board, chaired by group chief executive Peter 
Burt (pictured). Shares in BoS ended up 2.5p at 74L5p. 


Kodak exposed as revenue falls 

EASTMAN KODAK, the world’s hugest photography 
company, said fourth -quarter profits rose a Iower-than- 
forecast 39 percent and warned that 1999 earnings may 
also Ml short of analysts' expectations. Kodak’s stock 
dropped 11 per cent after the chairman, George Flsheg 
said 1999 profits would, at best, meet current estimates. 

Kodak managed its third straight rise in quarterly profit 
because it is cutting a fifth of its workforce. Profits gained 
from property and investment gains that Kodak said would 
continue in 1999. Yet revenue fell for the eighth consecutive 
quarter as Kodak slashed US film prices by 13 per cent 
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Shock profit warning 


wipes f 1.5bn off M&S 



SHARES IN Marks & Spencer 
plunged to their lowest level for 
almost six years yesterday 
after Britain’s premier retailer 
issued a disastrous profits 
warning along with its Christ- 
mas trading statement The 
shares fell by 13 per cent, wip- 
ing £i_5bn off the company’s 
market value. They eventually 
closed 53.75p lower at 339.75p. 

Although Peter Salsbuty the 
new chief executive, tried to 
stress the positive with a re- 
structuring of the group. City an- 
alysts reaped with homir to the 
warning's severity. The compa- 
ny said it now expected foil-year 
profits to be S625ra to £675m, the 
lowest level since 1992. It com- 
pares to £3Llbn last year and an- 
alysts’ estimates of £850m. 

Nick Bubb, retail analyst at 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 


SG Securities, said the shares 
could foil further. “I still think 
they are overvalued. It is amaz- 
ing when you consider that a 
year ago people were forecast- 
ing £L2bn for this year; and now 
we are going to get £650m. And 
this from a supposedly safe, 
solid, blue-chip company.’' 

M&S blamed the warning on 
disappointing Christmas trad- 
ing with sales in the critical No- 
vember and December months 
‘‘significantly lower” than ex- 
pected. The slump was partic- 
ularly evident in clothing and 
home furnishings. 

Mr Salsbuiy blamed the un- 
derperformance on a mistake 
in buying volumes for the au- 


tumn ranges. Basing orders 
on trading in the spring when 
demand was buoyant, M&S or- 
dered too much stock, leading 
to huge quantities of unsold 
merchandise that had to be 
heavily discounted in the sales. 
He said the company had not 
anticipated the general deter- 
ioration of the market nor the 
disruption of its expansion 
programme. 

In the five weeks to 2 Janu- 
ary, UK sales fell by >L2 percent 
on the same period last yean AO 
major department were down, 
with home tarnishing sales 
worst hit with a 13 per cent falL 
Clothing footwear and gift sales 
were down by 5 per cent, and 
food sales 1.6 per cent lower 

MrSalsbury said: “These are 
poor figures, and highlight the 


grate nffrhp faslr facing ns Birt 

we have made a start in ad- 
dressing them. Frankly I am 
looking forward to the chal- 
lenge." 

Mr Saisbury's strategy in- 
cludes re-examining the cost 
base, which could see the first 
job losses at the group since 
1992. However, the company 
said it would achieve staff 
reductions through natural 
wastage. A single marketing 
department is being created at 
M&S for the "first ' finite; ; and 
there will be more staff on the 
shop floor to improve customer 
demands for better service. 

The senior management is 
to be restructured into three 
business units. Lord Stone will 
be head of UK retail, with Guy 
McCracken head of the over- 


seas operations. Financial ser- 
vices will be grouped under 
Robert Colvin, finance director: 

The changes were wel- 
comed in the City; although 
analysts said it would take 
some time for the benefits to 
come through. “It's the right 
thing to do. But I don't think 
anyone is underes timating the 
scale of the challenge,” said 
Nick Hawkins ofMerriH lynch. 

The warning is the latest in 
a series of setbacksjbr the re- 
tail bellwether to Gefdfferit an- 
nounced a sharp foil in p ro fi ts, 
complaining of a “bloodbath” in 
the clothing market This was 
followed by a bitter boardroom 
battle over who would take 
over as chief executive from Sir 
Richard Greenbury now non- 
executive chairman. 


Retail shares dive on Christmas trading reports 


SHARES IN the retail sector 
took a pounding yesterday after 
a series of gloomy Christmas 
trading statements underscored 
the tough conditions on the 
high street 

Boots Company was among 
the m^jor tillers, with shares 
tumbling 60fip to 938p after the 
company said sales in high 
street stores had been canni- 
balised by new out-of-town out- 
lets. Uke-for-like sales at Boots 
were just 15 per cent higher in 
the three months to December 
Sales of gifts were particularly 
disappointing. 


by lea Paterson 
and Andrew Garfield 


Shares in Storehouse, which 
owns the retail nhams BhS and 
Mothercare, also slipped, clos- 
ing down 9.5p at 112 ip. Group 
sales for the 12 weeks to 2 Jan- 
uary were down 2.4 per cent, al- 
though the company recorded 
a sli gh t improvement in gross 
margins. 

BhS's share of womens and 
menswear grew, but at Moth- 
ercare the picture was bleaker 
with clothing sales hit by com- 
petition in the chOdrenswear 


market Game, the fast ex- 
panding computer games re- 
tailer saw its shares slump 63p 
to l(EL5p yesterday after it re- 
ported a surprise 3.9 per cent 
drop in sales in the Christmas 
and New Year period. It also 
warned that delays in its store 
opening programme would hit 
profits for the full yean 

Shares in Rosebys, the fur- 
niture retailra; dosed marginally 
lower after it said like-for-hke 
sales dropped 4.1 per cent over 
the Christmas period. 

There was better news for 
GUS, owner of Argos, which saw 


shares rise from 581p to 607p fol- 
lowing a stronger- than -expect- 
ed Christmas trading 
statement 

According to GUS, trade 
picked up in December with 
customers rushing to buy last- 
minute Christmas presents. 

Analysts said consumer con- 
fidence may have been buoyed 
by a series of UK interest rate 
cuts, a view echoed in the latest 
survey by Business Strategies, 
the consultancy. The survey 
found that most households be- 
lieved they would be better off 
in 1999. 


House of Frasec the depart- 
ment stores group, saw its 
shares rise 4p to 57.5p after it 
reported underlying Christmas 
sales growth of 0.2 per cent 
Tight stock control helped the 
group improve profit margins 

Meanwhile, shares in Book- 
er, the struggling cash-and- 
carry group, edged 2.5 p higher 
to 54 pence. 

Booker announced a 3 per 
cent rise in underlying Christ- 
mas sales, the sale of its cater- 1 
ing unit Foodservice and the I 
appointment of a new finance <fi- I 
rector 


Barclay twins back £519m Sears bid 


THE BARCLAY brothers, the 
secretive and super-rich twins, 
yesterday joined forces with the 
retail entrepreneur Philip 
Green in a hostile £5l9m cash 
bid for Sears which, if suc- 
cessful, is almost certain to 
result in the break-up of the ail- 
ing retail group. 

Sears, which owns the high- 
street chains Miss Selfridge, 
Wallis, Richards and Adams 
and the mail order catalogue 
business Freemans, said the 
offer “significantly underval- 
ues” the company and urged 
shareholders to reject it 

The 340p a share bid has 


By Michael Harrison 


already been irrevocably ac- 
cepted by Phillips & Drew Rind 
Management Sears’s biggest 
shareholder with a 22 per cent 
stake, unless a rival offer worth 
more than 360p is tabled. Other 
large shareholders also look 
likely to back the offer 
One said: “I would think the 
company will cease to exist in 
its present form.” Another said 
Sears's chances of finding a 
white knight or raising enough 
cash from disposals to fight off 
tiie bid were less than 50 per 
cent 


“In the current retail cli- 
mate, this is not a bad opening 
shot,” it added “It will be tough 
to mount a defence. Sears's 
form has been disappointing, 
and with 340p cash on the table 
you have to ask whether a bird 
in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.” 

The offer is being made 
through a shelf company, Jan- 
uary Investments Limited, 
which is controlled by David 
and Frederick Barclay. Their 
other interests include the Ritz 
hotel and a stable of newspa- 
pers ranging from The Scots- 
man to Sunday Business. 


Mr Green, who has been 
stalking Sears for two months, 
approached the Barcfoys before 
Christmas about helping to 
finance the bid. He will take a 
20 per cent stake in the bid 
vehicle and is thought to be 
putting in about £20m of his own 
fortune. 

Mr Green said he would 
become chief executive of 
Sears after the tad, while Aiden 
Barclay, the son of David, will 
be chairman. 

He would not be drawn on 
his plans for Sears, but it is 
expected that Freemans will be 
sold off. The potential buyers 


include N Brown, the rival UK 
catalogue retailer and the Ger- 
man mail order group Otto 
Versand. 

It is thought that the Bar- 
clays may also support the 
£141m sale of Sears’s store 
card business. Creation, to two 
French banks, which the 
existing management under 
chairman Sir Bob Reid 
announced earlier this week. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that Mr Green’s wife, Cristina, 
owns 1.8 million Sears shares 
The 12 per cent stake was 
bought in September 

Outlook, page 15 



BAe 

nears 

£15bn 

arms 


by Michael Harrison 


City analysts reacted with horror to a near-halving of M&S profits after disappointing trading in the key Christinas period Glynn Griffiths 


grouping. 

GEC, led by Lord Simpson, 
says it has been in negotiations 
with French and US defence 
contractors as well as BAe 
about a merger However some 
analysts believe these talks, 
were always a negotiating ploy 
to obtain as high a price as pos- 
sible for Marconi in an eventu- 
al merger with BAe. 

Bite is valued at £9bn while 
Marconi is worth about £6bm hut 
it is said that Lad Simpson was 
pressing for the combmed entity 
to be spiff 5050 between the two 
companies: 

“It looks like the end-game is 
near" said one insdei; referring 
to the jockeying for position 
and incessant speculation there 
has been for the last two months 
about who would link up who. 

But some advisers remain 
sceptical, believing that the en- 
tire restructuring process could 
till flat because of arguments 
about valuation and control, 
leaving giant US contractors 
such as Lockheed Martin and 
Raytheon to divide and rule. 

German industry sources 
said that if there was a deal be- 
tween BAe and Marconi it was 
unlikely there would be a follow- 
up Anglo-German merger; 

However; analysts said the 
opportunity to acquire Marccrai 


likely to prove irresistible-, to 
BAe, even if it risked alienating 
Dasa. “The hope will be that its 
German partner in Furn fighfer 
and the Airbus consortium will 
come round to a multilateral 
deal," said one analyst. 
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BRITISH AEROSPACE waslaSt 
night thought to be dose to 
agreeing a £l5bn merger with 
Marconi the defence electron- 
ics arm of GEC, in a deal that 
would kick-start the restruc- 
turing of Europe’s arms indus- 
try. 

The two companies were 
briefing Government officials 
and a deal could be announced 
as early as next week. A merg- 
er would create one of the 
biggest integrated aerospace 
and defence groups in Europe 
with sales of $23bn. 

Meanwhile, DaimleiChr^er 
Aerospace of Germany which 
was dose to a merger with BAe 

before Christmas, was in talks 
with the French defence con- : 
tractors, Thomson CSFandLa-.- 
gardere about joining forces -• 

A source dose to the German ~ 
company said: “Meetings have 
been taking place at the highest 
level both between the compa- 
nies and the German and 
French governments." 

A merger with Thomson 
would create a vertically-inte- 
grated group spannmg defence 
electronics and platforms, sim- 
ilar to a combined BAe-Marconi 
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®wcl3ys: Shelf company 
is Sears bid vehicle - • 


Around the World’s Markets 


LONDON 


NEW YORK 


TOKYO 


FRANKFURT 


EARLY GAINS were wiped out as 
New York remained weak and Foot- 
sie ended 29.9 points down at 
5,820.2. 

Marta & Spencer was the worst 
performing blue chip, slumping 
53.75p to 33S.75p following its trading 
gloom. The shares are at their low- 
est sines 1993. The Malta misery 
pulled back shares of most of its 
suppliers, including Northern Fbods, 
off 8p at li35p. But Dixons, the elec- 
trical retailer, jumped loosp to 
i,05&5p, a peak 

Derek Pain, page 19 


US STOCKS were trading sharply 
lower yesterday afternoon, amid 
persistent worries about the 
health of the Brazilian economy. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Av- 
erage was down 17&85 - almost 2 
per cent - at 9,173.71, with senti- 
ment also hit by the impeach- 
ment trial of President Clinton 
and disappointing results from 
Kodak. 

The Nasdaq composite index 
was trading down 23.25 points at 
2,293.56 after technical stocks re- 
versed their earlier rally. 


THE BENCHMARK Nikkei index 
bucked the global trend, ending 2.5 
per cent higher as renewed 
weakness in the yen outweighed 
concerns about the Brazilian 


economy. 

The Nikkei closed up 335.26 
points at 13,738426 as analysts 
predicted that the fall in the yen 
would help relieve the pressure on 
Japanese exporters. 

The yen was trading at 113.5 to 
the dollar in Tokyo trade, well off 
its highs of 108 to the dollar earlier 
in the week 


GERMANY’S BENCHMARK 
Xetra DAX index fell by more 
than 1 per cent, unnerved by 
early tails on Wall Street in the 
face of the Brazilian financial 
crisis. 

The electronically traded 
Xetra DAX ended down 1.59 per 
cent or 79.37 points to 4,902.75. 
The Floor DAX fell 0.39 percent 
or 19.05 points to 4,912.75. 

A 2 J& per cent increase in Ger- 
man gross domestic product up 
from 22 per cent in 1997. did lit- 
tle to impress the market 


SAO PAULO 


BRAZILIAN SHARES took another ~ 

battering yesterday with the 
pbvespa index dose to its circuit- 
breaking limits during early after-' 
noon trade. At 1830 GMT, the v" 
Bovespa index was trading down 
556.39 points- or 
5,060.67. 


The Brazilian real managed to. 
hold its ground following Wfednes- 
•foy s effective 9 pea - ce nt devalue- ~~ 
non. But traders predicted that any 
^pite for the beleaguered currefr 
cy would only be temporal* 
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the rot at M&S? 


THAT THERE was s omething seri- 
ously wrong at Marks & Spencer 
has perhaps been obvious for some 
time. Certainly the very public 
boardroom battle over Sir Richard 
Greenbury’s job seemed strongly 
syraptotnaticofiLNowweknowfbr 
sure. The scale of the profits and 
sales collapse announced yesterday 
would have humbled even die most 
accident prone of companies, but for 
it to have come from die doyen of 
British retailing is pretty close to 
nuclear. 

Without doubt, this is one of the 
worst ever setbacks in M&S’s long 
and distinguished history. M&S 
profoundly misjudged the market 
and is paying a heavy price for its 
over optimism. More worrying stilL 
its trading performance over the 
Christmas period seems to have 
been significantly worse than most 
of its competitors, with volume 
down right across the board 

The consequent loss of market 
share may at this stage be quite 
marginal but there is a danger that 
things could snowball rapidly from 
here on in. 

The brand ami image of M&S has 
seemed to maqy tired and past their 
sell-by date for some time. Its dott- 
ing ranges too have seemed out of 
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touch with modern consumer 
tastes and trends. 

There are elements in this state- 
ment, of the “kitchen sink* exercise 
that all new chief executives are 
careful to perform when they take 
up the reigns of power. Obviously, it 
suits Peter Salsbury to get all the 
bad news out in the open earfy in his 
tenure, so that he can establish a 
new low point from which to build. 

Unfortunately there seems to be 
more to it in this case. Even Mr 
Salsbury cannot be certain that this 
is the bottom and he is keen to 
stress that the company faces a pro- 
foundly difficult year 

Much store is being laid in the 
new management structure an- 


nounced yesterday. Jbr the first 
time an overall head of UK retail- 
ing is being appointed, though how 
this job differs from that of Mr Sals- 
bury is not entirely dear. Less 
clear still is whether this redefini- 
tion of lines of responsibility 
amounts to any more than a reshuf- 
fling of the existing managoiwinl 
pack. 

For the first time also the group 
plans to recruit external talent into 
a beefed up marketing department 
Time was when M&S could rely on 
the strength of its brand to pull the 
customers; now, apparently, it 
needs to advertise and indulge in 

gimmipln y 

M&S is also finally giving in to the 
call of the cost cutters. Mr Salsbury 
refuses to be drawn cm whether the 
new strategy means job losses, 
but there can scarcely be any doubt 
about the meaning of the new 
teams brief to “go through the or- 
ganisation layer by layer seeking 
out opportunities for savings”. This 
too will be a first for M&S, which has 
traditionally seen headcount re- 
duction as a mark of business fail- 
ure. 

So with the shares at a five-year 
low and profits having taken a 
bath, does this past annus horribQzs 


for M&S realty mark the bottom? Ib 
believe that it does is to think that 
the power of the brand is still fun- 
damentally so strong that all that 
is needed is a sharp tug on the tfller 
to set the vessel back on course. 
The suspicion must be that the task 
is a good deal more difficult than 
that 

Sears/Green 

IT ALWAYS costs £1 to buy a Sears 
share, as the old saw used to run 
in the City. Well now you can pick 
them up for the equivalent of 34p. 
allowing for last year's share con- 
solidation, and that is just what the 
Barclay brothers and Philip Green 
plan to do. 

So disillusioned is Sears’ biggest 
shareholder Philips & Drew, with 
the present m anageme nt that it has 
irrevocably agreed to sell out for 
cash at 340p, even if another bidder 
comes along offering an extra I9p. 
Not so much a case of a bird in the 
hand being worth two in the bush, 
as of anything being better than the 
dead parrot Sir Bob Reid is pre- 
siding over. 

The offer price may be I20p 
south of Sears' net asset value, but 


Mr Green and the Barclays can 
hardly be accused of being oppor- 
tunist in their timing. Mr Green has 
been telegraphing his tad intentions 
for the last six weeks and, even so, 
the offer price is still a 10 per cent 
premium to Sears closing price on 
Wednesday night 

In these circumstances, any bid 
defence looks like being a non 
starter. Indeed, one of Sir Bob's 
ramparts has already been binAwl 
flat since P&D agreed to pledge its 
22 per cent stake to the Barclays 
after hearing of Sears 1 plan to hand 
bade 14ip to shareholders through 
the sale of its store card business 
to the French. 

What price Sir Bob being able to 
assemble a sum of the parts argu- 
ment that persuades remaining 
shareholders to stick with the 
board?The chances of a white 
knight look less than even as do 
Sears’ prospects of selling the mail 
order business Freemans for 
enough to make the numbers stack 
up. 

Sears could argue that the offer 
price takes no account of the book 
value of the property in its various 
h igh street retailing chains. It mi ght 
also argue that Mr Green’s own re- 
tail empire. Amber Day, was noth- 


ing to write home about, though 
since Mr Green’s offer is in cash, 
this hardly matters. But the killer 
counter-argument is that Sears 
has simply failed to deliver once too 
often. 

Pac-Man troubles 

MORE CONFUSION in the two way 
takeover bid between Mars ton 
Thompson & Ever&bed and Wolver- 
hampton & Dudley Breweries. Just 
to recap, Wblves last November 
launched a £2 62m bid for its rival 
Midlands brewer; Mars to ns. 

Marstons responded by launch- 
ing its own bid for Wolves, the first 
time the so called Pac-Man defence 
has been used in Britain. In the 
process it made a nonsense of 
Takeover ftanel rules governing the 
timetable of a bid situation and the 
release of information. 

The Takeover Panel yesterday 
issued the following clarification. 
“Following discussions with 
W&DB and Marston, the executive 
has ruled that day 39 of the bid 
timetable for W&DB’s offer (“New 
Day 39”) will be deemed to be the 
earlier of Wednesday 20 January 
and the date on which Marston 


posts its offer document Accord- 
ingly, the last date for W&DB to 
post any revised offer document 
will be seven days after New Day 
39". 

All dear now? Good, because if 
not the Panel is mighty reluctant to 
explain the reasoning behind this 
masterful piece of arbitration. Com- 
mercially confidential old boy, is the 
line. Since when was it aqy part of 
a regulator’s job to dothe its deci- 
sions in secrecy? It hardly does the 
Panel's position as one of the last 
bastions of self regulation much 
credit 

As it happens Marstons seems 
set to do the logical thing and syn- 
chronise the dose ofits bid with the 
dose of the Wolves bid anyway of- 
fering shareholders a dear choice 
between the two strategies. 

Unfortunately, this increases 
. quite markedly the likelihood of an 
outcome that would completely 
floor most company lawyers, let 
alone the Takeover Panel - that 
both offers are successful 

The high degree of commonal- 
ity between the shareholders of the 
two companies make this seem not 
a strong likelihood, but even so it 
is only too possible. Just try pro- 
nouncing on that one, dear Panel 



Mottgage cyp* 

Variable rate 
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Discount (3years) 
Cashback (8%) 


Rate («) Provider 


Standard Life Bank 
West Bromwich 
West Bromwich 
Norwich 6 Peterborough 
Scarborough 
Scarborough 
Nationwide 
Northern Rock 


MPs attack ministers 
for meddling on rates 
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THE GOVERNMENTS new pol- 
ity arrangements, which give 
the power to set interest rates 
tO the Rank of England havp 
“shown signs of strain”, ac- 
cording to MPs. 

A report from the Treasury 
Select Committee, charged by 

♦he f hanrellnr with monitori ng 

the Bank’s Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPO, raps minis- 
ters for appearing to pressure 
the Bank into cutting interest 
rates du ring the autumn 

The MPs expressed concern 
about suggestions that Chan- 
cellor Gordon Brown had tried 
to pressure the Bank into cut- 
ting interest rates by revealing, 
on a trip to Washington in early 
October; that the Treasury 
would be slashing its growth 
forecast. 

Yesterday’s report con- 


By Diane Coyle 

dudes: “We welcome assur- 
ances by the Treasury and the 
Bank that the Deasuiy is not at- 
tempting to pressurise the 
MPC. We believe that if the 
credibility gains oftbe new mon- 
etary framework are to be main- 
tained it is important that the 
MPC should not only act inde- 
pendently but be seen to act in- 
dependently.” 

However, it adds: “It is also 
important that neither the Thea- 
surynor the MPC should feel it- 
self constrained from making its 
views publicly known.” 

The MPs say the turbulence 
in the world economy has test- 
ed the new economic frame- 
wok, which includes rules for 
the Government’s fiscal policy 
as well as the monetary 


arrangements. “In practice the 
new framework has shown 
signs of strain." 

The world economic slow- 
down is bound to affect the UK, 
according to the report. But 
the MPs recommend that even 
if the Chancellor's Budget plans 
for spending and borrowing 
turn out to be over-optimisticbe- 
cause of the slowdown, he 
should not try to tighten fiscal 
policy to make up for it 

Thqy also back reform of the 
International Monetary fluid 
and better regulation of specu- 
lative hedge funds. 

The Chancellor is due to give 
evidence next week to a House 
of Lords committee monitoring 
the work of toe MPC, as is 
Eddie George, Governor erf the 
Bank of England, the following 
week. 


Mortgage lenders 
prepare for battle 




By Andrew verity 

• THE PRICE war in the mort- 
gage market readied a new 
level of intensity this week 
when Halifax launched its low- 
est-ever fixed-rate mortgages. 

In a move interpreted by 
some as a sign of desperation, 
the country’s biggest lender is 
offering to fix customer’s pay- 
ments for two years at a rate as 
low as 4.45 per cent 

The aggressive offer -which, 
of course, has catches - re- 
, fleets an increasingly hard- 
fought price war in the 
mortgage market, which is be- 
ginning to change the way mart- 

i gage lenders operate. 

La Standard Life, normally 
ST thought of as an insurer has de- 
clared its macho intention to 
grab 10 per cent of new mort- 
gages within a year With a 
standard variable rate of 6.55 
per cent, 0.9 points below other 
lenders, it might achieve it 

Legal & General is offering 
mortgages at 6.55 percent, ini- 
tially discounted to 48 percent 
: And building societies, un- 
hampered by the need to pay 
dividends to shareholders, are 
keeping their variable rates 
below those of the mortgage 

banks. . 

The price war is increasingly 

fought in public and through foe 

press. No longer do lenders 
restrict their business to 
customers buying a home. 
t With the number of housing 
t ransa ctions tumbling by 10 
per cent last yeah that wouId 
mean competing for fatter 
slices of an ever dfminishin g 
cake. 

Instead, they publicise hard- 
hitting, headline-catching rates 
with the aim of luring borrow- 
ers away from other lenders. 

± Societies such as the 

Scarborough will go as far as of- 
ferings rate of 1-35 P«?r cent for 

the first year of the mortgage 
- the catch is a whopping re- 
demption penalty <125 per cent 
of the amount repaid if you re- 
deem the loan in the first six 
years. 

Ebr lovers of cash. Northern 


News Analysis: Customers may be 
smiling but Halifax’s launch of its 
lowest ever fixed-rate home loan 
signals tough times for the banks 


Rock wifl give customers 8 per 
cent of their loan in an upfront 
cash lump sum. 

Abbey National and Alliance 
& Leicester entered the fray 
yesterday with similarly strai- 
ning deals. 

In a copycat riposte to Hal- 
ifax, Abbey is advertising 
“some of its lowest rates ever”. 
It is offering a rate capped at 
6.25 per cent for seven years, 
which allows customers to 
avoid paying more and means 
they could end up paying less. 
Chase De Vere, a mortgage spe- 



James Crosby: competing 
for remortgages 

tialist, is offering 10-year fixed 
rates at just 5.79 per cent 

Customers no longer stick to 
one lender for 25 years - they 
switch lenders to get their pay- 
ments down. Luring customers 
is made easier by the faQ in 
long-term interest rates. 

Lenders can go to the money 
markets and get a tranche of 
long- term money at such alow 
rate of interest that it can be 
lent on, at a profit, at 5 or even 
4 per cent 

All this spells gloom for the 
big mortgage banks. Halifax, 
which still lends 19 per cent of 


the country’s existing mort- 
gages, saw its share of new 
mortgages sink to a third of its 
normal level last year Lesser 
falls were experienced at rival 
banks such as Abbey National 

While Halifax struggled, 
building societies enjoyed a 
bumper year; capturing un- 
precedented levels of new busi- 
ness from Halifax and others. 

Conversion to pic status, 
once heralded as the way for 
lenders to expand and diversi- 
fy, has been of questionable 
value to Halifax’s business. 
Customers have left in droves 
and Halifax experienced a net 
outflow of £462m in the first half 
of last year. 

Worse, conversion means 
Halifax must please the City - 
s omething it <5 signally failing 
to do. Mike Blackburn, Halifax 
chief executive, retired in De- 
cember amid widespread ru- 
mours of a rift with Jon Fbulds, 
the chairman. 

Its strategy of becoming the 
UK’s top financial services 
group, by buying insurers and 
investment houses, has 
foundered. 

Market valuations are too 
high, Mr Blackburn used to say 
to justify an acquisition. And far 

from having too tittle access to 
capital - a prime justification for 
converskm- the lender now has 
too winch. Its surplus capital 
stands at £3.8bn. 

In a report on UK banks, Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney, the in- 
vestment bank, said “Attention 
will again focus [this year] on 
the deployment of surplus cap- 
ital The group desperately 
needs to address its chronic 
overreliance on the mortgage 
and savings market” 

With 77 per cent of its pnrf- 
ite coming from mortgages and 
savings, Halifax first needs to 
stem the outflow of funds. 


James Crosby, the new chief ex- 
ecutive, is trying to regain its 
market share fay competing fin* 
re-mortgages with better rates. 

But foe low rates are a dou- 
ble-edged sword. Because Hal- 
ifax is pressed by public opinion 
to offer them to everyone, its 
own customers could switch to 
the new deals en masse. 

Because the new deals are 
less profitable, that means 
smaller margins. For Halifax, 
the battle for market share 
looks unprofitable even if it 
wins. 

The smaller converted soci- 
eties - Alliance & Leicester; 
Wfoolwich and Northern Rock - 
are starting from a much small- 
er base than Haiifat, but tbeir 
sham nf tha marfep t also shrank 

in 1997, toe year they convert- 
ed. 

With the housing market be- 
ginning to slfo, prospects for the 
market do not look good. Ana- 
lysts point out that the market 
is not being driven so much by 
demand for mortgages but by 
toe low cost of credit 

The mortgage price war 
could get worse. Salomon 
Smith Barney predicts the 
banking sector will see a dedine 
in earning ; this year as the 
economy enters a technical re- 
cession. 

Bad debts are likely to rise 
by 50 per cent according to Sa- 
lomon’s. With them wfll rise re- 
possessions -a public refatkms 
headache for lenders. 

“With £800bn of customer 
advances, even a modest [re- 
cession] will severely damage 
the sector's profits. We believe 
the sector's earnings forecasts 
wiD come under substantial 
pressure,” Salomon's said in its 
report 

With profits underpressure, 
lenders would normally be ex- 
pected to be very cautious 
about offering cut-price deals. 
But competition is so tough that 
lenders are forced to offer 
lower rates just to hang on to 
their customers. 

hi today’s mortgage market, 
customers are the only ones 
la ughing. 
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Panel sets new timetable for Wolves and Marston bids 




THE CITY Takeover Panel 
yesterday stopped the dock 
on regional brewer Wolver- 
hampton & Dudley's bid for 
rival Marston, Thompson & 
Evershed, on day 39. after 
the prey turned predator with 
a £33Qm counter bid last Fri- 
day. 

The landmark judgement 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 

setting aside the normal 00- 
day bid timetable is a clear 
boost to Marston who would 
otherwise have had just 21 
days to convince its share- 
holders to back its plan and 
thwart Waives' bid. 


This is the first time that 
the Panel has had to rule in a 
case of a “Pacman defence”, 
so-called after the 1980s com- 
puter game in which a figure 
being pursued across the 
screen could shake off its 
pursuer by suddenly turning 
around and gobbling it up. 

The ploy has been used 


commonly in takeover bids in 
the United States but not be- 
fore in Britain. 

Nick Letchet, the 
Mars ton’s chief executive, 
hailed the Panel's decision 
“as an equitable solution". 

He added: “Our merger 
strategy offers cash in ex- 
cess of half of the value of 


Wolverhampton & Dudley’s 
shares and can unlock signif- 
icantly greater synergies.” 

Marston has proposed 
dosing Wolves breweries in 
Wolverhampton and Hartle- 
pool, selling off 1,150 tenant- 
ed and poorly-performing 
managed pubs to focus on its 
Burton-on-Trent brewery and 


its Pitcher fit Piano and Via 
Vita chains of branded pubs 
and cafes. 

Marston is also offering to 
pay out a special dividend to 
its shareholders of X23p a 
share funded by the Wolves 
pubs sale, which is expected 
to raise £250m. 

Wolves triggered the bid 


battle in November when it 
tabled a hostile offer for its 
near neighbour aimed at cre- 
ating a new brewing force 
with 2000 pubs, three brew- 
eries and 5 per cent of the 
beer market. 

Wolves rejected sugges- 
tions that the Panel’s decision 
played into Marstotfs hands. 


A Wolves spokesman said: 
“We welcome the decision. It 
is in the best interests of 
shareholders. 

“It would have been 
unsatisfactory if we had been 
in the absurd position of 
putting out our dosing state- 
ment before they would have 
had to put out their offer. ” 


IJ.’V 

i \ 


^Leaders try to calm 
jittery world markets 


Why flying chicken 
may hold the key to 
ICI’s share recovery 


By lea Paterson 
and Andrew Marshall 

WORLD LEADERS yesterday 
tried to calm the global finan- 
cial markets after the chaos 
sparked by Wednesday's de- 
valuation of the B razilian real 

Share prices regained a de- 
gree of stability, with the FTSE 
100 index ending down just 29.9 
points after Wednesday’s 184- 
point drop. 

However investors remain 
nervous amid speculation that 
Brazil will be forced into farther 
Revaluations. Standard & 
j tor’s, the credit rating agency 
downgraded Brazil’s debt rat- 
ings, citing “heightened risks to 
financial recovery". 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer; reas- 
sured cabinet colleagues that 
the UK was well placed to 
weather the Brazilian storm 
Tony Blair said the develop- 
ments underlined the need for 
reform of the international 
financial architecture, a topic to 
be tackled by Mr Brown in a 
keynote speech in Bonn. Ger- 
many. on Saturday. 

Gerhard Schroder; the Ger- 
i Chancellor, said he hoped 
the world's seven richest na- 
tions would agree reforms of the 
international monetary system 
at a June summit in Cologne. 

The International Monetary 
Rind is to hold crisis talks with 
Brazil following the devaluation, 
which breached the conditions 
of its $41bn rescue package. 

Michel Camdessus, IMF 
managing director, said: “We 
will be analysing the implica- 
tions of the developments for 



The German Chancellor, Gerhard Schroder, faces the flashlif 
where he said that June’s G7 summit in his country would ; 


in Berlin at a press conference 
reform of the global monetary system ETA 


tiie components of the policy 
framework endorsed by toe ex- 
ecutive board". According to Mr 
Camdessus, Brazil has reaf- 
firmed its commitment to eco- 
nomic reform. 

In a sign of growing concern 
in Washington, Larry Sum- 
mers, Deputy Treasury Secre- 
tary, postponed a trip to Asia. 

On Wednesday there was 
chaos in the markets after the 


Brazilian central bank governor 
resigned and the government 
announced an effective 9 per 
cent devaluation of the real 
Yesterday the currency was 
holding its ground, but analysts 
remained convinced that fur- 
ther devaluations were in- 
evitable. Nick Stamenkovic at 
Bank Austria Creditanstalt Fu- 
tures said: “Time is r unning 
out for Brazil and I believe fur- 


ther devaluations are likely. 
If s seen as fodder for toe spec- 
ulators, just as Russia was.” 

The persistent worries about 
Brazil sent Wall Street lower; 
with the Dow Jones Industrial 

Average down 112 points- or L2 
per cent - in afternoon trade. 
News that US inflation hita 12- 
year tow last year (fid little to Hft 
toe gloom. 

Whll Street’s jitters hit sen- 


timent in London, although the 
FTSE 100 held its day’s loss to 
0J51 per cent, ending at 532020. 

In Frankfurt, the DAXXetra 
index closed L6 per cent lower; 
with sentiment doited by the 
outlook for growth. The Ger- 
man economy grew by 23 per 
cent in 1998 - a post-reunifica- 
tion record -but economists es- 
timated that fourth -quarter 
growth was just OJ. per cent. 


Lloyds TSB fined 
£425,000 by Imro 


L$4»YDS TSB yesterday issued 
an apology after Imro, toe City 
regulator, fined it £425.000 for 
blunders in the management of 
its unit trusts. The fine is the fifth 
largest ever issued by Imro. 

Imro said Lloyds had failed 
10 act with due skill care and cOi- 
gencc in IQ separate respects 
for five years between Novem- 
ber 1993 and November 1998. 

The bank also overcharged 
its unit trusts, failed to organise 
its internal affairs responsibly, 
failed to prevent clients going 
into overdraft and failed to pay 
interest to customers. 

The regulator listed multiple 
rule breaches stemming from a 
combination of defective com- 
puter systems and staff break- 


BY ANDREW VERITY 


ing the bank's own rules. Some 
customers were illegally issued 
with two PEPs in the same 
year. Some customers were 
charged twice and others failed 
to receive toe lax credit owed to 
them when they cashed In their 
PEPS. Lipyds also failed to en- 
sure client money was invested 
in the PEP at the right time. 

Inadequate procedures put 
clients in toe position of break- 
ing Inland Revenue rules. In 
some cases, staff failed to record 
national insurance numbers 
and over-rode on-screen warn- 
ings. Uoyds has paid C92O.O0Oin 
compensation to 3.486 cus- 
tomers afiected by the blunders. 


Hall fends off hostile £52m 
cash bid from TT Group 


TT GROUP, toe diversified in- 
dustrial operation based in 
Weybridge, yesterday launched 
a hostile cash bid of 97p a share 
for Hall Engineering. The bid 
values the struggling automo- 
tive engineer and wire maker 
at fSUlra, less than half its 
value in May last year. 

The ofieris 38 per cent above 
toe price on 4 January, the day 
befit: IT began buyinga hand- 
ful of Hall shares in toe market 
Hall shares climbed LOp to 107p 
on Wednesday and they gained 
another I2p yesterday to dose 
at 119p. 

TT wants to buy Hall to 
strengthen its position as a 
supplier of precision products 
to car manufacturers. It expects 


by Clifford german 

to expand Hall’s sales of auto- 
motive pressings and panels. 
TT is also looking to Hall's 
interests making reinfordngs 
for concrete in Singapore to 
give it a foothold in the region. 
There are no plans to break toe 
business up, dose plants or 
seek redundancies, TTs exec- 
ute chairman, John Newman, 
said yesterday. 

The offer gives Hall’s share- 
holders toe opportunity to 
realise cash for their holdings, 
which were worth 319p little 
more than two years ago and 
257p in May last year, only to 
phznge to a tong-term low of 67p 
last month. 


Over the past six months 
analysts have slashed profit 
forecasts far Hall from £l8m to 
£10 to mm for 1998 and from 
£20m to aom, with earnings of 
15p a share, in 1999. 

Hall’s managing director; 
John Sword, reeded the bid as 
inadequate and opportunistic, 
arguing that the sharp rise in 
toe shares reflected “value" 
investors picking up stock. 

He said toe overlap between 
the two businesses amounted 
to less than 10 per cent of 
Hall's turnover the offer price 
was on|y six times Hall's fore- 
cast earnings per share, and 
the yield on the shares at the 
offer price was over 10 per 
cent if the dividend was held. 


MERCURY WORLD MINING TRUST pic 

(the 'Company') 

Repurchase of ordinary shares in the 
Company pursuant to a tender offer (the Tender Offer 
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IN BRIEF 

Most firms have met pension 
review deaeflines, says PIA 

THE 41 FIRMS with the most pension mis -selling cases to 
resolve have, collectively, completed more than 96 per 
cent of their priority cases, the Personal Investment 
Authority said yesterday. Thirty-nine of these firms have 
either met deadlines set by the City watchdog between 
April and December last year, or appear to have made 
every effort to obtain investors’ acceptance of offers of 
redress. The two firms which do not appear to fall within 
either of these categories are Countrywide Independent 
and DBS Financial the PIA said. 

SRmniliig drug helps Roche up 31% 

SALES AT Roche rose 31.4 per cent year-on-year in 1998, 
to SFY24.7bn. boosted by demand for its Xeirical slimming 
drug and toe cancer drugs Xeioda and MabTbera, the 
Swiss pharmaceutical giant said yesterday. Analysts said 
US approval of Xenical, which is to be submitted to the 
Food and Drug Administration on Monday, could boost 
sales this year by $lbn. 

Stagecoach extends HK talks 

TALKS OVER Stagecoach's proposed purchase of Hong 
Kong bus group Citybus have been extended to 20 
January after toe initial deadline for exclusive talks was 
passed on Wednesday and the UK bus and train operator 
cut its Indicative offer price from HKS2 to HK$i .95 per 
share. 

Independent Energy buys plant 

INDEPENDENT ENERGY, the Aim-listed electricity 
supplier; has bought 50 per cent of 21MW generating plant 
at Milford Haven from Petroplus. The unit, which was 
built by Envron in 1992, was bought by oil and chemicals 
group Petroplus fast year. No financial details were 
disclosed. 


THE SHARE price is not the 
only tiling that is collapsing at 
ICI these days. 

A colleague went to lunch the 
other day with the chief oper- 
ating officer; Brendan CKNeOL 
at ICI’s famously alcohoLfree 
London HQ, 9 MUlbank. 

Just as they were tucking 
into starters, toe dining table 
gave way, sending warm chick- 
en flying across the floor. After 
an abortive attempt to repair 
the table, XCTs new catering 
manager suggested they move 


to another dining room. 

Whereupon the resourcefiil 
Mr O’Neill produced a bottle of 
fine wine to cheer up the some- . 
what shafewn party. He did not 
get to toe top at Guinness, his 
last employer; without knowing 
what the customer wants. 

With style like that, Mr 
OTTefilmsyjustbe what the ICI 
share price needs. 

ENGLISH CHINA Clays an- 
nounced yesterday that Paul 
Hollingwortfa is to join the 

mmpany «<; finawy director^ 

1 March. 

But wifi there be ajbb for Mr 
Hollingworth to goto? After all, 
the kaoUngjantis fighting off a 
hostile £880m bid from Imetall 
ofFranee, launched on Monday 

A spokesman for ECC re- 
sponded: "Just because we’re 
fating a bad doesn’t mean toe 
business doesn’t go on.” 

Mr Hollingworth is current- 
ly vice-president finance of an 
American-owned company, 
Textron Turf Care and Spe- 
ciality Products, which bought 
British lawmnower maker Ran- 
somes last yean The ECC 
spokesman said Mr Holling- 
worth wifi be paid £195,000 a 
year and will be on exactly the 
<mm*> 12-month contract as toe 
other directors. “There’s noth- 
ing different because of the 
tod,” said the spokesman. 

The new man will fill the gap 
left by Patrick Drayton, who 
resigned as ECC finance 
director in October to return to 
his original job as a director of 
corporate finance at J Henry 
Schroder & Co. 

ECC is awaiting an offer 
document from Imetall Its ad- 


PEOPLE AND 

BUSINESS 

BY JOHN 
WlLLCOCK 


visers far toe defence are CSFB 
- and Schroders. Bat Mr Dray- 
ton is not on the defence team, 
lam assured. 

MOKE KERSHAW is steeling 
himsplf for retirement as chief 
executive of Stanley Leisure 
after 20 years with the bating 
shop and casino company. T 
joined them when they 
over from Northern Ireland to 
Liverpool and I was a manag- 
er for Ladbrnke in the North- 
west in charge of 80 betting 



Brendan O’Neill: Legend 
in his own lunchtime 

shops”, he recalls. *T saw an ad 
in the Sporting Chronicle and 
applied and six weeks later 
they offered me toe job. I 
became general manager, and 
we went public in 1986.” 

Mr Kershaw has been in 
betting and bookmaking all his 
working life, starting in Leeds. 
“Next Thursday I reach the 
magic age of 60. After that X 
intend to take it easy. Being 
chief executive isn’t a job you 
can do without a lot of effort I 
hope to improve my golf." 

LORD PUTTNAM of movie 
fame and Don Cruickshank, 
the former director general of 
Oftel have joined a media out- 


fit Spectrum Strategy Consul- 
tants, as chairman and deputy 
chairman respectively. 

The agency was founded in 
London five years ago by Jan- 
ice Hughes, formerly of 
BoozAfien & Hamilton, and Kip 
Meek, a rival telecoms consul- 
tant at Coopers & Lybrand. 

Mr Cruickshank has built up 
quite a portfolio of jobs since 
leaving Oftel including the hot 
seat at Action2000, toe Gov- 
ernment’s millennium bug task 
force. He should be in his ele- 
ment at Spectrum, wfacto in the 
past year has advised clients on 
bhhfoig fia: telecoms licenoes in 
Singapore, bid strategies far 
wireless broadband licences in 
the UK, and the launch of dig- 
ital TV in toe UK and around 
the world. 

IF YOU think you're busy, spare 
a thought for Philip Moody, a 
corporate finance partner in 
Bristol-based accountants 
Solomon Hare, vtoo has docked 

over 400 deals since joining 
the firm in 1983. Mr Moody av- 
erages negrfy 50,000 business 
miles a year servicing clients 
such as Prism, toe rail compa- 
ny He “rarety takes a holiday”, 
according to Solomon Hare's 
latest corporate brochure. 

Incidentally, the brochure 
indudes a profile of one of the 
firm’s clients, Albermarie & 
Bond, which runs “modern 
neighbourhood finance cen- 
tres”. This apparently is the 
new name for “pawnbrokers”. 

ONE OF the UK’s leading com- 
mercial media lawyers, Serena 
'Rerney, is leaving London law 
firm Marriott Harrison to be- 
come head of Intellectual Prop- 
erty and Trademarks at a global 
sports marketing firm based in 
Lucerne, Switzerland. 

Ms Tvenvey’s new firm, ISL, 
fa beefingup its legal team from 
half a dozen to SO. Itfa heavily 
involved in marketing and 
sponsorship for the Olympics, 
World Cup and Asian Games. 

One of Ms Tierney's claims 
to fame fa that she once played 
hockey for the Essex Under-14 
side. The Swiss won’t know 
what hit 1 em. 
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BG burns bright as 
fragile Footsie drifts 








IS MORE shareholder-friend- 
ly action planned at BG, 
British Gas as was? Al thmigh 
Fbotsie fell again as the stock 
market continued to fret about 
the problems in Brazil, and to 
a lesser extent China, shares 
of the former nationalised 
group powered ahead 2925p to 
409.5p. 

BG has already returned 
more than £lbo to sharehold- 
ers and hived off the Centrica 
domestic gas operation. 

A further handout is wide- 
ly expected, and there are 
hopes that it will announce 
some form of distribution, pos- 
sibly a special dividend or the 
creation of buyback shares, 
when it rolls out its year’s re- 
sults next month. 

In the present market tur- 
moil BG clearly has defensive 
meritsl although its sprawling 
exploration activities have in- 
creased the element of risk. 

The shares have been one 
of the best Footsie performers 
in the past year They were just 


ON-LINE, the computer 
group, continued its 
spectacular ran - up 
v another 17J>p to 75p. 

, Director Clem 
Chambers has sold more 
shares to improve what is 
a highly Illiquid market 
He now has 31.9 per cent 
after unloading 125,000. 
Because he is a reluctant 
seller he has been given 
options over 125.000 
shares at the prices at 
which he sold - 50p. 60p 
and 70p. The shares were 
16J>p on Monday. 


below 3O0p in the spring and 
nudged 430p in November 
£*When in 1996 the group was 
' . the joker in the Footsie pack, 
the shares fell to 119 Jp. 

BG scored the second 
biggest Fbotsie gain. Top erf the 
leader board was Dixons, 
which on its figures and at- 
traction as an Internet play, 
soared lOO^p (after ll4p) to a 
1,058.5 peak. 

Fbotsie, in heavy trading, 
fell 29.9 points to 5,820.2 - at 


Market 

Report 



DEREK 

Pain 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share price, pence 



one time it was up 87.7. Con- 
ditions were much calmer 
than on Wednesday when 
shares were roasted by the 
Brazilian devaluation. But the 
market's fragility was under- 
lined by Footsie's volatility. 

Still despite further weak- 
ness in New York, two-way 
trading was the order of the 
day with buyers prepared to 
mop up what they perceived to 
be cheap stock. 

Turnover topped 1.3 billion 
shares, with brick maker lb- 
stock the most heavily traded 
as bidder CRH bought, in a sin- 
gle deal the 138.7 million 
shares held by Wienerberger, 
the Austrian group, at its 70p 
offer price. CRH now has 80.5 
per cent of the capital. Ib- 
stock held at 69.5p. 

Marks & Spencer, follow- 
ing its calamitous profits 
warning, came next, account- 
ing for 62.5 million. The once 
proud king of the high street 
led the Fbotsie retreat, suf- 
fering a 53.75p collapse to 


339.75p, its lowest since 1993. 
The price was 664£p only 18 
months ago. 

Not surprisingly its suppli- 
ers caught the Marks chill 
Northern Fbods tumbled 8p 
to 113.5p and Terranova 25p 
to 93p. Dewhirs t, the clothing 
group, fell 6.5p to 77.5p and toi- 
letries supplier Peter Black 
I4p to 245p. The Marts misery 
even extended to supermar- 
kets: the surprise fell in its food 
sales ruffled Asda, off <L5p to 
I53p, and J Samsbury, u.75p 
to 449.75p. 

Hie rest of the Christmas 
messages were mixed. Great 
Universal Stores rose 26p to 
607p but Boots lost 60J>p to 
938p. Storehouse retreated 
9.5p to iVL5p and computer 
games retailer Game clicked 
down 62p to 103.5p. House of 
Fraser rose 4p to 57.5p and 
Rosebys fell 1.5p to 83p. 

Sears jumped 34p to 344J>p 
as retail entrepreneur Philip 
Green, backed by the Barclay 
brothers, bid340p a share. The 
offer was rejected but the 
market expects a Green vic- 
tory or a counter-offer. 

WH Smith, presumably on 
its Internet ambitions, jumped 
54p to 591p, a peak. 

Beers were a little firmer 
after their shenanigans Rags 
improved L5p to 788p as BT 
Alex.Brown became more 
positive. Whitbread frothed up 
235p to 799p with AlexiSrowri 
saying buy, but SG Securities 
offered sell advice and plans 
to cut its profits estimate. 

Insurer GRE, where the 
market is growing tired of 
awaiting bid action, fell 2p to 
335.5p, although Schroders 
suggested a 44 Op break-up 
value. 

Vodafone improved i2p to 
1.05 Up as AlexJBrown said 
the shares could be worth 
1,50 Op if the AirTbuch deal 
went through on “acceptable 
terms”. 

Telewest Communica- 
tions, with Dresdner Klein- 
wort Benson support, gained 
15.5p to 2i8p. Compass, the 
contract caterer, rose 25p to 
725p with Paribas suggesting 
a 93 Op target 

Hall Engineering hard- 


ened I2p to H9p as aggressive 
TT launched a hostile 97p per 
share cash offer, which was 
promptly rejected by HalL 
Hex. an engineer, strength- 
ened J5p to 66p as Edward La 
Bas lifted its stake to 18.76 per 
cent 

Mirror, the newspaper 
group, gained 2jp to I73p as 
hopes rose that its ou-off 
merger with publisher Trinity 

COUld be on again 

There were rumours of cor- 
porate action among fund 
managers. Johnson Fry 
jumped i9.5p to i33J>p. One 
suggestion was that the small- 
er Farlake fond management 
group planned a link, possibly 
a reverse takeover Fhrlake 
rose 15.5p to 360p. highest 
since 1996. 

Rackwood, a mining com- 
pany, firmed 0.75p to 4.75p. 
Robert Young, whose haulage 
company has a 6 per cent 
stake, bas become managing 
director The company’s share 
price has collapsed from its 


SHARES OF Cortecs. the 
straggling drags developer 
winch three years ago 
topped 400p, rose 2.75p to 
27.5p on hopes that 
Nomura, a keen follower of 
the drag tiddlers, will lift 
its stake. 

Fbnner chairman and 
chief executive Glen 
Travers sold 0.29 per cent 
and now has just under 5 
per cent. Nomura, with 
6.33 per cent, is thought to 
be keen to mop up the 
balance of the Travers 
interest 


level of 62p two years ago. 

Abbot, the oil services 
group whose shares fell on 
Wednesday on worries that its 
merger with Norway's 
ProSafe had hit trouble, re- 
covered 18p to 159J>p. 

The food group, John 
Lusty, held its price at 6p 
after seeing analysts. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L3 billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 82.366 
GUTS INDEX: 1I&23 +0.25 




COMPANY RESULTS 




Name 

Turnover (£) 

Pre-tax (£) 

EPS 

Dividend 

Payday 

X-cfiv 

Gamed) 

31m {25.7ml 

0.740m iOJM7m) 

0.7p(02p) 

1PH 

26D2.99 

25.01.99 

Gnemldi ResavcssfF) 

-M 

0555m (0226m) 

OJPH 

-H 

- 

- 

Gresbam CorapnBofl (F) 

23.063m (8.889m) 

3803m (0667m) 

S.73p (I.ITp) 

0.6p (Dip) 

0305.99 

25471.99 

ML Labonftirfes (F) 

5.36m (6.86m) 

-a.44m(-465m) 

-S82p(-114p) 

-H 

- 

- 

Sports 6 OBtdsor Madta taL (1) 

5.096m (-) 

0.431m (-) 

obiph 

-H 

- 

- 

Starter letarsd) 

|R - Final p> - Wwm 

239.02m (23Z2m) 

146m (10.13ml 

Mti(6.3p) 

I65p(1.4p) 

20.0299 

25.01 .99 




UFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


Contract 


Settlement 

High 

Low 

volume 

Intetesr 

Long Gilt 

Mar-99 

119.68 

119.74 

119.07 

44265.00 

105937.00 

SWGIk 

Mar-99 

108.58 




63.00 

German Bund 

Mar-99 

117.20 





lulan Bond 

Mar-99 

114.75 

114.B7 

114.47 

11585.00 

41101.00 

Japan Govt Bd 

Mar-99 

131.80 

131. BO 

131J0 

1630.00 


3 Mdi Sterling 

Mar-98 

94.51 

94.53 

94.48 

16332.00 

103519.00 


Jun- 99 

94 JO 

94.92 

94.86 

27558.00 

193667.00 

3 Aflth Euromark 

Jan-99 

96.85 

96.85 

96.84 

1160.00 

21940.00 


Feb- 99 

96.90 



_. 

625.00 

i Mt i Eurolfra 

Mar-99 

96.96 

96.96 

96.94 

1614.00 

240097.00 


Jun-99 

97.13 

97.13 

97.12 

547.00 

67403 00 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.38 



— 


3 Mth Eurosmss 

Mar-99 

98.70 

98.71 

9863 

23115.00 

80800.66 


Apr-99 

98.60 

98.60 

98.52 

7900.00 

43892.00 

3 MthEuioUbof 

Jan-99 

96.85 



— 

— 


Feb-99 

96.90 





FTSE 100 

Mar-99 

5832.00 

596a 00 

5805.66 

39430-00 

176676.00 


LiFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 


Seotonent Pitts. 5820.20 



In 



Feb 


Mar 


Apr 


Sertes 

Call bupVbl Put Imp \tol 

can 

Put 

Call 

Put 

Call 

Put 

5750 

50 

32 

41 42 

292 

243 

373 

340 

445 

396 

5800 

27 

32 

72 49 

263 

263 

342 

360 

416 

419 

S850 

12 

26 

118 62 

235 

284 

312 

380 

388 

443 

5900 

4 

29 

168 48 

208 

308 

283 

402 

361 

467 


ENERGY AT 5 : 30 PM 


Brent CrudeJS/barwflGas oO(SAonne) WTI Crude<$A«rreI) Prodoas&mnne) 
B’E lastr Chg Vot re Qose Ox Vbl NYM Last* Oar SpotOFNIV&r 
pfl 11 25 D 19 7232 Jan 113.00 ... 8957 F*b 1225 -0 06 GaroOneSS 118.00 

10.77-0.1926445 Feb 9B.75-2.75 7658 Mar 12JB -0 10 Naphtha 102.00 

Aw 10.8M.19 3897 Mar 100.25-2 75 *029 Apr 1238 -0.1* GasoQ 102.50 

May 12 *8 -0.1* Fod Oil (3-5»sl63.0O 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at 5 iopm 


index 

Agricultural 
Energy 
Ind Metals 
Livestock 
Prec Metals 


Country 


BASE DATE 
1970-100 
1970=100 
1983=100 
1977-100 
1970=100 
1973=100 


LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

%CHGVTD 

134.92 

-0.71 

■0.52 

215.26 

-37.32 

183.66 

0.00 

0.00 

231-23 

-20.57 

44.07 

-0.52 

-1.J7 

85.36 

-48JJ7 

126.24 

0.00 

0.00 

168.79 

-24.02 

155.97 

0.24 

0.15 

191.03 

-18.35 

380.42 

-1.01 

-0.27 

463.54 

-1793 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


SK Spof 


1 month 3 month 


Dollar 

Spot 1 month 3 month 



1.0000 
2.611ft 
19.A75 
57.093 
2.5258 
10.531 
1.4149 
8.* ISO 
9.28ft 
2.7681 
ft59.76 
12.802 
1.1152 
27ft0.ft 
187.15 
6.2792 
1 7.ft09 



’vfr ct - 




UK 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 
Euro 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hong Kong 
, Ireland 

Italy 
. Japan 
Malaysia 

Mexico ------ 

Netherlands 3.11§§ 

New Zealand 3.0616 
Norway 12.346 

, 6-1023 

> Singapore 2.771 2 

. - lyfi . Soum Africal 0.2207 
, Spam 235.49 

s.3? 1 .y x Sweden 12.895 

Switzerland 2.2526 

US 1.6525 


Country 

Argentina 
, ?V Brazil 
China 
Czech Rep 
Egypt 
Ghana 
Hungary 
India 
Indonesia 
Kuwait 
Nigeria 


2.6093 
19.45ft 
56.952 
2.5236 
10.511 
1.4115 
8. 33*3 
9.261 
2.7613 
461.92 
12.802 
1.1125 
2733.7 
186.23 
6.4021 

3.1113 

3.0592 

12.362 

2B3.04 

6.2064 

2.7643 

10-3184 

234.90 

12.866 

2J429 


2.6071 

19.430 

56.732 

2.5212 

10.481 

1.4060 

8.3618 

9.225 

2.7506 

465.82 

12.833 

1.1081 

2723.1 

184.63 

6.5973 

3.0993 

3.0565 

12.406 

281.95 

6.2237 

2.752ft 

10.4951 

234.00 

12.820 

2.2277 


0.6051 

I. 5803 

II. 785 
34.549 
1.5285 
6.3730 
1.1679 
5.0923 
5.6180 
1.6751 
276.22 
7.7470 
0.6749 
1658.3 
113.25 
’.7998 

103350 
1.8874 
0.5398 
7.4710 
171.70 
3.7533 
1.6770 
6.1850 
142 JO 
7.8033 
1.3632 
1.0000 


0.6057 

I. 5805 

II. 783 
34.496 
1.5286 
6.3667 
1.1697 
5.0845 
5.6095 
1.6726 

279.79 
7.7545 
1.4840 
1655.8 

112.80 
3.8778 

1.8845 

1.8530 

7.4880 

171.44 

3.7593 

1.6744 

6J500 

142-28 

7.7929 

1.3586 


0.6063 

I. 5806 

II. 780 
34.395 
1.5286 
6.3545 
1.1731 
5.0696 
5.5931 
1.6677 
282.42 
7.7805 
1.4884 
1651.0 

III. 94 
3.9998 

1.8790 

1.8531 

7.5215 

170.94 

3.7733 

1.6688 

63630 

14137 

7.7728 

1.3506 


Curp 

0.7067 

1.8456 

13.7603 

40.340 

1.7851 

7.4430 

1.0000 

53457 

63596 

13558 

324.93 

9.0477 

0.7876 

1936.27 

132.265 

4.4378 

123038 

22037 

2.1638 

8.7254 

200.48 

4.3835 

1.9586 

73235 

166.386 

9.1134 

1.5920 

1.1679 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

Swung 


1.0000 

Oman 

0.6362 


1.3190 

Pakistan 

84.195 

13.681 

50.691 

5.6390 

8.2790 

PhflUpIftes 

63.373 

30.675 

Poland 

5.8664 

3.4124 

Qatar 

6.0143 

2362 0 

Russia 

37677.0 

358-18 

216.75 

South Korea 

1961.5 

42.490 

Taiwan 

53.272 


8337.5 

Thailand 

'eaess 

0.4999 

0.3025 

94.500 

Turkey 

UAE 

531278 

6.0688 


DoOar 

0.3850 

50350 

38.350 

3.5500 

3.6395 

22BOO.O 

1 1 07.00 
32.237 
36.850 
321500 
36725 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/tonne) 

Ahsnlnkim HG 

Aluminium Alloy 

Coffer A 

Lead 

Mckd 

Un 

Zinc 


t 

lastl Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

UUEjBde 

Oig* 

1219 

1220 -11.00 

1227.5 

122B 

-11 

661200 

7875 

1020 

1025 -12.00 

1050 

1055 

-10 

95660 

30 

1434 

1435 -12.00 

1461 

1462 

-12 

604425 

835 

496 

497 4.00 

499 

500 

4 

106975 

-675 

4380 

4390 5.00 

4450 

4455 

5 

65232 

-334 

5045 

5055 -35.00 

5045 

5050 

-30 

8230 

-35 

917 

918 -0.50 

936 

937 

-2 

316050 

350 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm fix/S per or . , pm nn/£ per at 

Day s Year * Da 

eng - - 


chg 'fear's 


Day's 


Coins (S) 


'fear's 


Radnum 353.50 0.50-21.50 Platinum 21330 035-17.50 Krugranos 282.97 1.64 

Pafiacium 312.00 I A0 70.50 Palladium 188.80 1 15 39.75 Sous 66.37 

SUmer 5.14-0.05 -0.56 SHver 3.12 -0.03 -0.39 Nobles 386.05 

Gold 285.65 0.20 6.15 Maple Leaf 284.66 -14.70 


AGRICULTURAL at 5 ;opm 


Coma 

UFFE t/lonne 
Mar99 921.00 
May» 941.00 
Jot99 960.00 
Vbt 0 

White Sugar* 

UFFE Sftne 
Ma *9935030 
May99 250£0 
Aug99 24530 
Vot 0 


Coffee 
UFFE S/tonne 
Jan991 770.00 
Mar991 750.00 
May991 704.00 
W>T: 0 

Freight 
UFFESlOtoft 
JanSB 015.00 
R*99 815.00 
Mar99 830.00 
Vot 0 


Barley 

UFFE E/rame 
Jan99 78.75 
Mar99 8000 
May99 81.00 
Vot 0 

Wheat 
UFFE S/anrc 
Jan99 75.80 
Mar99 75.25 
May99 77.50 
Vol: 0 


Potatoes 
UFFEE/torne 
Mar99 250.00 
Apr99 303.00 
May99 320X0 
Vot 0 

Com* 

CBOT CcntsAsM 
AlarSS 215.75 
May99 222.00 
JaS99 227.75 
Vbi: 0 


Soya Beans* 
CBOT S/5* 
Apr99 533.75 
May99 535.50 
Juo99 540.00 
Vbt 0 
Lge Potatoes 
AJA 5/75kkg 
JauSS 3130 
Ma«99 19J5 
May99 32.00 
Vol: 0 


OTHER SPOTS at o ;opm 


Feb LheCatde fCME) S/AOk lb 62.15 Mar WNteMabe (SAflS/lOOmr 638.00 

Feb Port; Befies tCACJSttOkBi 5435 Jan Rubber (TCM) Y/ S< kg 87.00 

Mar Orange Juice (CTN) 5/15Jclb 99.80 Mar Cbuon (CTN) S/50AR) 59.15 

Dec M Ik (CSqS^Oklb - Mar Crude Rafcn (KLQS/25 m 2103.00 

Mar Oats (CBT1 S/5X bsti 10725 Mur Scya 0(1 (CBT)S/60kb 2331 

ttr Ftox (WCE1 5/20 01 _ Jun WooNenVam (TOU} S/SOOhg 1165.00 


1 INTEREST RATES Jjj 

UK 


Discount 

5.25% 

RepofAve) 

3.40% 

Base 

6.00% 

Denmark 


Japan 


European central Bank Discount 

3.50% 

Discount 

0.50% 

O/N Marginal 3. 2 5% 

us 


Switzerland 

O/N Facility 2.75* 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 

Repo 

3.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.25% 

Canada 


Fed Funds 

4.75% 



Prime 

6.75% 

Sweden 




BOND YIELDS H 

Country 3 mth chg 

1 V 

dig 

2yr dig 

Syr dig 

10yr dig 


4.63 

0.00 

4.75 -0.01 

4.92 -0.01 

5.13 -0.04 
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Investment: Betting group shrugs off profits warning 

Stanley Leisure hit 
by punters’ good luck 


By Clifford German 

MOST MANUFACTURERS 
would settle for the kind of 
profit warning that Leonard 
Steinberg, the chairman of 
Stanley Leisure, the UK’s third 
biggest betting group, issued 
yesterday. Mr Steinberg said 
profits were down in the third 
quarter because the punters 
had a run of good luck. 

In the six months to 1 
Novemben however; the luck 
was running with the bookies 
and he was able to report a 43 
per cent improvement in profits 
to £14J>m. TUmover from the 
chain of 4S0 betting shops in- 
creased by just 2 per cent to 
£214m, with all the increase 
coming from the ll shops ac- 
quired during the half year 

However profits rose by 52 
per cent from £7.7m to £il.7m, 
including a one-off profit of 
more than £lSm on takings of 
£4m from World Cup soccer 
This was helped by a better 
profits mix, which is company- 
speak for an increase in taking s 
from numbers games, betting 
machines and betting on soccer 
where the structure of the bets 
favours the bookies much more 
than in the staple business of 
horse race belting. 

Profits from the group's 24 
casinos went up 18 per cent to 
£5.6m, with a healthy increase 
in margins, but once again the 


STANLEY LEISURE: AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £344. 5m. share price 303.5p -8p 


TUmover (£m) 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 
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20.4 
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14.5 

10.7 

9.3 

12.6 

6.3 

9.0 

3.08 

333 

4.0 

1.4 

1.65 



Betting Shops Casinos 


increase in turnover was small 
and came from acquisitions. 
The weather can play a big part 
in the final quarter of the year 
when rain and frost can reduce 
the amount of raring. 

Casino profits continue to 
benefit from the gradual dereg- 
ulation of the industry The rules 
currently allow six slot 

mnfhinp*; in PflcH ragfnn with a 

maximum jackpot of £1,000, 
although 10 machines should be 
allowed by May or June tnis 
yean There are plans to allow up 


94 95 96 97 98 99 


to 25 machines per casino with 
no maximum state, and poten- 
tial pay-outs of £100.000. 

Betting is not immune to 
recession, especially an in- 
crease in job insecurity, but it is 
less sensitive to a down-turn 
than manufacturing and Stanley 
Leisure certainly withstood the 
recession of 1991 with relative 
ease. 

Stanley, which was outbid 
for the Coral chain of betting 
shops last yean has no intention 
of paying the Dbn that Nomu- 


ra is asking for the William Hill 
chain that formerly belonged to 
Brent International. 

It is contemplating a number 
of potential acquisitions but Mr 
Steinberg also sees little point 
in hying to bring betting shops 
into the era of the Internet and 
spread betting. Instead it 
prefers to concentrate on 
refurbishing its shops and 
providing punters with the 
atmosphere of working-men's 
dubs. 

Mike Kershaw, Stanley 
Leisure's chief executive, is 
retiring and will be replaced in 
April by Robert Wipeq current- 
ly chief executive of the coach 
division of National Express, it 
was announced yesterday. 

Mr Wiper has no direct 
experience of the betting game, 
but his background, which also 
includes National Tyres and 
Pickfbrds Worldwide, gives him 
experience of customer-fo- 
cussed industries, which is an 
essential element of Stanley 
Leisure's business, Mr Stein- 
berg said yesterday. 

Mr Steinberg remains “con- 
fident of a satisfactory outcome 
for the full year". Analysts yes- 
terday edged their forecasts for 
the year to 30 April up fay about 
£lm to £28.5 to 29m, and earn- 
ings per share of I7.8p to l8.5p. 
But the market was more rir- 
cumspect and the shares shed 
8p to 303fip. 


ML Labs has hope despite losses 


ACCOUNTING CHANGES at ML 
Laboratories, which now writes 
off research and development 
spending in the year it is in- 
curred converted a modest 
profit into a loss of £L55m in the 
year to the end of September 
1997, but losses almost doubled 
to £8.4m in the year to Sep- 
tember 1998 on turnover down 
from £6.9m to £5 .36m. 

Spending on research and 
development rose by Elm to 
£7.7m,other spending rose dm 
to £7m, and income from prod- 
uct licensing and option fees fell 
from £4.lm to £L.2m. The com- 
pany’s net assets shrank from 
£2L4m to £12. 9m. 


By Clifford German 

The position is less dire than 
appears from figures alone. In- 
come from “milestone" pay- 
ments made when licensing 
agreements are struck is in- 
evitably irregular, and Mils in- 
come from royalties and 
product sales to licensees, 
which are more consistent and 
reliable, actually rose from 
£1.2m to £32m in the latest year 

Royalties from Extraneal 
the company’s renal dialysis 
product, topped Elm. The 
worldwide licensee for the 
product Baxter Healthcare, 
has commissioned extra sup- 


plies of the active ingredient 
These will go a long way to 
meeting the capital costs of the 
manufacturing plant, which 
ML can use to produce for its 
own purposes. 

By biotech standards ML is 
now a mature business, with 
four products approved for 
marketing, three launched and 
eight in late development Its 
track record is also reassuring, 
with four out of four products 
to date securing the approvals 
necessary to convert years of 
expenditure into future income. 

It should provide investors 
with some comfort that the 
company’s efforts are concen- 


trated on products with higfaer- 
than-average hopes of success, 
chief executive Stuart Sim said 

The product range, including 
those already being marketed 
and in the pipeline, is also well 
spread It includes treatments 
for renal disease, respiratory in- 
fections. cancer treatments 
and virology. 

The analyst consensus is 
that the current year will show 
another loss of around £8m, but 
there are realistic hopes that it 
can move into the black in 
1999/2000. The shares eased 
back 9p to 88p yesterday, but 
they have been edging higher 
ahead of the results. 
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SPORT 


Boxing: Prizefighting is no longer the big draw that once proved so alluring in a gambler s paradise 

Tyson a sideshow in desert Disneyland 



RICHARD 

WILLIAMS 


IN LAS VEGAS 


TO LAS VEGAS, boxing may repre- 
sent just about the town’s last overt 
connection with dirty business. In a 
desert neonopotis of gargantuan 
pastel-shaded theme-park hotels, 
where visitors arrive at a rate of 
100.000 a day to experience the repli- 
cation in steel and fibreglass of an- 
cient Rome, Arthurian England, 
modern New York, belle epoque 
Monte Carlo or verdant Tuscany and 
to drop their dollars at Prada and 
Versace as well as at the slots and 
gaming tables, a prizefight is no 
longer the main event but a curious 
sideshow. 

Dan Goossen, the promoter of 
tomorrow night's TVson-Botha beavy- 
weight fight, claimed that 10,000 tick- 
ets had been sold by midweek, at 
prices ranging from £125 to £750 for 
ringside seats, and was hoping for a 
sell-out But Don Welsh of the MGM 
Grand Hotel where the fight is being 
held, will be satisfied with some- 
where under 12,000. which would 
leave 2,000 empty seats - and would 
still represent 11300 fewer people 
than came in through the doors of the 
Grand Arena for each of the two 
Tyson-Holyfield fights. Modern fecQ- 
ities can be configured to suit the an- 
ticipated attendance, and the MGM 
has a realistic view of the public’s ex- 
pectation of decent entertainment 
when Mike Tyson makes his latest 
comeback against a willing but lim- 
ited Afrikaner who is virtually un- 
known outside the fight world. 

In the short, hectic life of Las 
Vegas, boxing has played a colour- 
ful but peripheral role. The point of 
the place was always extracting 
profit from human weakness, by 
whatever means. But when Las 



The billboards proclaim tomorrow night's Tyson v Botha heavyweight summit - but the patrons of the MGM Grand in Las Vegas appear more interested in the city's rival attractions AUsport 


Vegas came to life, US prizefighting 
had its natural homes in the big, 
tough cities of the East Coast and the 
Midwest 

In 1938, when Captain Guy 
McAfee of the Los Angeles FtiKce De- 
partment realised that the election 
of a reforming mayor would mean 
the end of his sideline as the boss of 
an illegal gambling operation, he re- 
signed, drove north into Nevada, 
where gambling had been legit- 
imised earlier in the decade. 

Just outside the city limits of Las 
Vegas, on Highway 91, McAfee 
bought a dub called the Pair-O- 
Dice. It was he, thinking of his old 
home, who began referring to a 
four-mile stretch of the highway as 
‘The Strip 1 ', which is now the loca- 
tion of all the 5,000-room palaces ihat 
symbolise the modern city McAfee's 
club, renamed the 91, was joined 
three years later by El Rancho 
Vfegas, the first casino motel built on 
land costing $50 an acre and boast- 
ing one craps game, one roulette 
wheel two blackjack tables, and 40 
cottages for guests. 

In 1946 the Mob joined the game 
when Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel took 
over the half-built Flamingo Hotel 
with funds from Lucky Luciano and 
Meyer Lansky, although a $5m 
(£3 -2m) overrun on building costs, 
coupled with his inability to resist the 


temptation to send bis girlfriend off 
to Switzerland with some of his 
masters’ cash, cost him his life be- 
fore the joint turned its first profitable 
dollar But by then the town was tak- 
ing shape, and the 1950s saw the 
opening of the Desert Inn, the Sa- 
hara, the Sands, the Dunes, the Riv^ 
iera and the Uxpicana, by which time 
land on either side of the desert high- 
way was costing $20,000 an acre, and 
the whole town had become an en- 
terprise zone for crime families from 
across the country. 

Gambling and prostitution were 
the hires, but entertainment played 
a major part In keeping the customers 
happy. The lounges and showrooms 
presented top-line acts, with Sinatra 
and Presley serenading mobsters and 
their molls at the Sands and the Sa- 
hara respectively. Throughout the 
Fifties, another regular attraction 
was the sight and sound of atmos- 
pheric nudear tests, conducted 60 
miles north of the town at the Neva- 
da Test Site. Favoured customers 
were invited on to the roof of the 
Desert Inn to enjoy the spectacle of 
the mushroom cloud. 

There were more than 100 such 
tests throughout the 1950s, and they 
enhanced the image of Las Vfegas as 
a place in tune with the modern 
world. But when the US government 


began to come to its senses, reduc- 
ing the frequency of tests in prepa- 
ration for the Limited Test Ban 
Treaty of 1963, the town needed 
something equally explosive to take 
their place. Thermo-nuclear 
fisticuffs were the answer. 

Las Vfegas has little in the way of 
a boxing infrastructure. It has two 
gyms in the scruffy old downtown 
area, the Golden Gloves and the pic- 
turesquely flyblown Johnny Tdcco’s, 
and it has the Nevada Athletic Com- 
mission, which has grown accus- 
tomed to arbitrating in troublesome 
disputes and lending a sympathetic 
area to boxers who want their 
licences back. But boxing in Las 
Vegas has always been about the big 
stuff, the high rollers. 

“It began in the early ’60s,” Marc 
Ratner the (tommissnrfs executive di- 
rector told me this week. “There 
was a promoter called Mel Grebb, and 
the first big fights were held in the 
Convention Center The hotels liked 
it from the start because the fights 
brought in their best customers." 

Along with free air tickets, free 
board, free food and beverages, the 
select high rollers could expect com- 
plimentary ringside seats. The luck- 
iest of them saw Sonny Liston 
depose of Floyd Patterson with a sec- 
ond consecutive first-round knock- 


out on July 22, 1963, in front of 7,000 
fans. TWo years later Patterson suf- 
fered another humiliation at the 
Convention Center when the refer- 
ee stopped bis fight against Muham- 
mad Ali in the 12th round, saving the 
older man from further punishment 
from the hands and tongue of the 
new champion. 

In between times, the Sahara 
Hotel rented the hall to present two 
concerts by the Beatles during their 
1964 US torn; but the boxing pro- 
motions wntimied to gather pace. Ali 
beat Quarry Bugner and Lyie there, 
before losing in the final stages of his 
career in punishing fights against 
Leon Spinks and Larry Holmes. He 
lasted the full 15 rounds against 
Spinks but retired after 10 rounds 
against Holmes in a fight for which 
most observers felt that, at the age 
of 38, he should never have been 
granted a licence. 

The penalties for overextending 
or otherwise mismanaging a heavy- 
weight boxing career had by then 
become painfully obvious in the 
sight around Las Vegas of Joe Louis 
and Sonny Liston, two former world 
champions reduced to the level of 
servitude. They were employed by 

Ash Resznik, the sporting director of 

Caesars Palace, built in 1966 with 
$l9m (£i2m) illegally advanced by 


the pensions fund of the Teamsters 
Union. 

Louis, a beloved figure, acted as 
a greeter of celebrity guests - and 
was in addition required to accom- 
pany Resznik on less public missions 
to collect the casino's debts. Liston, 
who trained for the last fights of his 
career at Johnny Tbcco’s gym, was 
also used to put the frighteners on 
reluctant debtors. Both fighters 
shared not just a background in the 
dirt-poor South but a disastrous 
fondness for heroin and cocaine. 
Louis’s life dwindled away but there 
are still rumours that Liston's death 
from an apparent overdose in 1970, 
aged 38, was caused by an agency 
other than his own carelessness. 

As Las Vegas continued its expo- 
nential growth, big fights continued 
to be among the featured attractions: 
Holmes fought Berbick, Cooney, 
Witherspoon, Smith and McCall, 
Hagjer and Hearns produced three 
rounds of unforgettable mayhem at 
Caesars Palace’s new outdoor arena 
in 1985, Leonard beat Duran, Hearns 
and Haglec McGuigan lost his World 
Boxing Association featherweight 
title to Steve Cruz in 110 degrees of 
desert heat at Caesars, and Tyson 
won all three of the titles that made 
him undisputed champion in town - 
the World Boxing Council belt from 


Berbick in 1986, and the WBA from 
Smith and the International Boxing 
Federation from Ticker in the fol- 
lowing yean Most recently Oscar De 
La Hoya took the ring at Caesars to 
wrest the WBC light-welterweight 
crown from Julio Cesar Chavez. 

Tt’s a proven fact that boxing 
brings the best customers to town," 
Ratner said, “and that gam b lin g 
revenues go up as a result” But 
events surrounding recent Tyson 
fights have cast a shadow over the 
city’s willingness to host big fights 
in an era when its primary market- 
ing emphasis has switched from 
the traditional high rollers, with 
their parallel interests in booze, 
broads, betting and boxing, to vaca- 
tioning family groups attracted by a 
Disneyland in the desert 

The night that the rap star Tupac 
Shakur was shot to death at an 
intersection while heading south on 
Flamingo in September 1996, he 
had attended the Tyson-Seldon fight 
at the MGM Grand, after which he 


of LA Crips in the hotel lobby. Ai 
the disgrace of Tyson’s second fig 
against Holyfield in June 1997, wi 
its ear-biting incidents, was cot 
pounded by an incident in the san 
lobby when sounds resembling gu 
fire caused the casino to be dose 


for two hours, at a huge financial cost 
to the owners. . 

So whatever the vested interest! 
may say, the relationship between 
Las Vegas and professional boxing 
is currently tenuous. For a variety of 
somewhat opaque reasons to do 
with the law and Don King, the next 
world heavyweight title fight -Holy- 
field v Lennox Lewis -is taking place 
in Madison Square Garden, one of 
the sport's ancestral homes but ne- 
glected by recent generations in 
favour of the greater inducements of- 
fered by the casino hotels, lbmarrow 
night’s fight is being promoted in a 
much lower key than Tyson’s previ- 
ous comeback affairs, as if MGM 
were wary of scaring off customers. • 

In Las Vegas, history is history 
and there will be no tears shed if box- 
ing goes the way of the beautiful old 
Sands and Dunes hotels, demol- 
ished to dear land far establishments 
that will recreate the landmarks of 
Pans and Venice. Potential cus- 
tomers for these attractions, willing 
to leave their money behind in Laf 
Vegas at the rate erf some $70m a day" 
may not want to see their artificial 
styline, soon to be enhanced by the 
addition of replicas of the' Eiffel 
T\)wer and the campanile of St 
lark’s Square, overshadowed by the 
silhouette of a looming Mike Tyson. 



Chris Nicholson and Ed Smyth, of Australia, sail to fourth overall in the 49ers yesterday AUsport 


Percy on the path of progress 


BRITAIN'S OLYMPIC singlehanders 
were poised for more success today 

as Iain Percy scored his third win of 
World Championship series in Etort 
Phillip Bay and he goes into the final 
race holding the bronze medal posi- 
tion. Coming hard on Ben Ainslie’s 
gold medal triumph in the Laser the 
British team was in buoyant mood last 
nightand hopeful that Percy, twice a 
United Kingdom national champion 
in the Laser and a friend of Ainslie’s, 
would earn the recognition which his 
startling talent deserves. 

This is the 22-yearoW’s first full 
season ina Finn, though be contested 
a few events in 1997, and at his first 
major event, the European Champi- 
onship in Portugal last year he won 
bronze. He comes from a Winches- 
ter family with a strong sa il i n g her- 
itage and is improving rapidly. 

Out in front is the reigning 
Olympic champion, Mateusz Kus- 
nienvicz. with the Swede JYederik 
Loof in the silver medal position. 


SAILING 


By Stuart Alexander 
in Melbourne 

With two races remaining in the 
three -man Soling, Britain's 1996 
representative in Savannah, Andy 
Beadsworth is still eighth as Den- 
mark's Stag Westergaard holds op to 
the lead he established on the sec- 
ond day. Heis dear of the triple gold 
medallist Jochen Schuemann of 
Germany, who has a six-point lead 
on the third-placed Roy Herner, the 
Dutch heavy air specialist 

Conditions were tough, too, far the 
opening five races of the 49er Skiff 
finals. Held just off the beach at Port 
Melbourne, swimming skills were 
often as important as sailing as 
even the experts struggled to avoid 
capsizing. 

The defending world champion 
Chris Nicholson, from Lake 
McQuarrie, New South Wales, and 


uy a aisquauncanon. That was dis- 
carded, however, and the sixth and 
third places he scored in the final 
races of the day plus the first he ear- 
ned oven left him fourth overall, 

Australia were thus second, third 
and fourth, Emmett Lazich and 
Euan McNicoll slipping to third 
after leading as Adam Beashel and 
Teague Czisiowsld saw America’s 
Morgan Larson and Kevin Hall take 
the lead, on an equal points count- 
back, with two dose-of-play wins 

However, Italy’s Bruni brothers 
Francesco and Daniele, were set to 
improve their sixth position as thev 
protested after a collision with 
Britain s Paul Brotherton and Neal 
McDonald Their boat was holed in 
the fifth race, and they could not 
make the final rubber, so they will 
be asking for average points, which 
would be two fifth places 

Britain's Budgen brothers also 


in ninth, who face a drt 



stiver medallist, Ian 
15th, but the current na 
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US chief goes 
Davis Cup 

head-hunting 

Sampras and Agassi are targeted for national duty as 
60-year-old Judy Levering tries to restore American 
pride before the tie against Britain. By John Roberts 


THE NEW woman in Andre 
Agassi's life is not the type 
to shirk a challenge. Judy 
Leve ring's first task is to per- 
suade tennis's biggest crowd- 
puller to bury past differences 
and play for the United States 
against Britain in Bir mingham 
at Easter in a match that 
marks the start of the Davis 
Cup centenary 

Levering, GO, has just be- 
come the first woman president 
in the UB-year history of the 
United States Tennis Associa- 
tion. She has taken over bom 
Harry Marmion, whose rela- 
tionship with Agassi became so 
soured that the Olympic cham- 
fj on vowed never to flay for his 
country again, or at least not 
while Marmion was in office. 
(“That’s M-A-R-M-I-O-N," 
Agassi spelt out to amplify his 
antipathy). 

Agassi's feud with Marmion, 
dating from a dinner prior to the 
opening of the Arthur Ashe 
Stadium at the United States 
Open in 1997 and coming to a 
head when Agassi refused to 
play in last year's Davis Cup 
semi-final against Italy in 
Milwaukee because it clashed 
with his charily gala in Las 
Vegas, is ooty one of Leve ring's 
lories. 

■'"Pete Sampras, another 
Milwaukee absentee, has told 
the American captain. Tom 
Gulliksoo. that he will not be 
p laving in the Davis Cup this 
year because his quest for in- 
dividual honours comes before 
playing for his country. The 
Wimbledon champion is of the 
opinion that the American 
public does not care about the 
Davis Cup. Fatigue caused 
Sampras, the world No 1 for six 
consecutive years, to withdraw 
from the Australian Open, 
which starts in Melbourne next 
Monday. 

“It is not that they are not 
patriotic. 1 think it is" just that 
they can only do so much," 
Levering said on returning 
to New York this week after 
visiting both Sampras and 
Agfcsi at their homes, catching 
Agdssi before he left for Mel- 
bourne. 

“I think the door is cracked 
a little bit," Levering added, 
-but I am certainly hopeful 
that in the end they will play, 
particularly in this centennial 
year. The last thing i said was, 
'You can certainly change your 
mind up until the last minute, 
and I mean that'." 

Levering' s mission to talk 
with Sampras in Los Angeles 
and Agassi in Las Vegas - 
-reaching out to these players 
and trying to establish a rela- 
tionship with them" - may 
result in pressure from the 
I’STA for the Davis Cup to be 
played every two years rather 
than annually. 

“ I left with the impression 


that if we could get it to every 
other yean it probably would 
make a lot more sense to the 
players," Levering said “1 think 
they both feel that the 
perception that the public has 
of Daws Cup is a very confused 
one. 

’'When we won the Cup in 
Russia fin 1995], it wasn’t but a 
little over a month later than we 
are talking about playing 
another tie, and the public says, 
'Well, didn't we just win it?' And 
the players are just thinking, 
‘Well we just won if. Then 
they have to turn around and 
start all over again. “I am 
troubled at the fact that the 
situation exists where it is hard 
for them to play. I really want 
them to know they are our 
American players. We are ex- 
tremely proud of them. We are 
extremely supportive of them 
in their goals, and we want to 
help them where we can I 
think they would like it to be 
easy for them to play Davis Cup 
and if we can help make it that 


Levering: New USTA boss 

way. we will do it I want to work 
with them. I don't want the 
Davis Cup to create a wedge 
between the USTA and the 
players. 

“The USTA in some way 
needs to stand up with those 
players in forcing change in 
some of the scheduling. But 
that being said it is very im- 
portant to the sport that these 
guys represent us well in the 
Davis Cup, because it is very 
visible and when they don't it 
causes controversy in the 
game, and that doesn't augur 
well for the sport." 

Levering is considered an In- 
ternational Tennis Federation 
insider, having been elected to 
its management committee in 
1997. chaired its media 
commission and served on the 
Fed Cup committee. 

Dwight Davis, a Harvard 
student, donated the trophy 
for international competition, 
starting with a match between 
the United States and the 
British Isles in Boston in 1900. 
But would the 1TF back Amer- 
ican calls for such a radical 


change now thata total of 131 
nations participate in the 
various zonal groups? 

“1 think the ITF wants to 
consider things that will m ake 
It better for tennis worldwide,” 
Levering said “The way the 
ITF has structured it makes it 
very difficult for changes to be 
made quickly. So that is the 
dile mma ? What the [16] 
World Group countries might 
want may not suit the other 
groups, where Davis Cup is 
their only source of revenue. 
When they have ties in their 
home country, that is the only 
time they are able to make 
any money So it is not in their 
interest to have it every other 
yean But yet they also have an 
influence on the voting should 
the ITF choose to make a 

change 

“We are, by fax; the biggest 
national association for tennis 
in the world, and so - although 
you never have enough money 
to do all that you want to do - 
we don’t really have as many of 
the financial problems that 
some of these other national 
associations have.” 

While confirming that sh e 
intends having further talks 
with Sampras and Agassi be- 
fore the first round tie in 
Birmingham (2 to 4 April), 
Levering stressed that she is 
not only concerned about 
America's two leading players. 

“We don’t want to just take 
for granted those players who 
have been there for us all the 
time, such as your Todd 
Martins," Levering said “I 
certainly don’t want people 
to think that we are ignoring 
them. That is not the case 
at alL” 

A native of Kansas City, 
where Britain’s Roger Thyior 
and his fellow members of the 
“Handsome Eight" helped 
launch open tennis down by the 
stockyards in 1968, Levering 
appears to sympathise with 
the sensibilities of today's lead- 
ing players. 

After talking with Sampras 
and Agassi she promised that 
the players would have a 
greater say in Davis Cup mat- 
ters in future - even to the 
extent of the captaincy. “What 
was brought up was that the 
players have some say in who 
the captain is,” Levering said 
“Not necessarily that they 
didn't like the present captain. 
There is an issue and ( 
think it is a veiy vnlid one. I told 
them, at least certainly next 
year, they would be consulted 
Somebody ultimately has to 
make a decision, but certainly 
they would be consulted in 
2000 ” 

It will be interesting to see 
if any of this changes Sampras's 
mind about national service 
and coaxes Agassi to soar like 
a bald eagle. 


Tim Henman serves during his worrying defeat to Yevgeny Kafelnikov in Melbourne yesterday 


Allsport 


Graf shows her fighting spirit 


STEFFI GRAF produced a 
stirring comeback to beat 
Venus Williams in the Sydney 
International quarter-finals 
yesterday. Graf, suffering from 
stomach pains, fought back 
from a set down and a break 
down in the third set to win 4-6, 
6-2. 6~L 

“It was a tight situation and 
I guess I probably had a better 
attitude towards it," she said “I 
didn't feel nervous at all but I 


felt she was getting nervous.” 

The German, tuning up for 
next week's Australian Open, 
appeared to be heading out of 
the tournament after she fell 
4-2 behind in the third set 
against one of the modern 
game's most determined 
players. But she called on her 
vast reserves of experience to 
win the next four games. 

Williams said the difference 
between the players was in the 


mental approach. “I think I 
learnt a good lesson today. She 
definitely wanted to win more 
than I did and I know I'll have 
to work harder in the future.” 

Lindsay Davenport kept her 
grip on the top ranking with a 
6-2, 6-2 win over Switzerland’s 
Patty Scbynder. The American 
was in danger of surrendering 
theworidNo l ranking to Mar- 
tina Hingis if she failed to reads 
the last four and her Swiss 


rival took the Sydney title. 
Hingis powered past Belgium's 
Dominique Van Roost 6-2. 6-0 
and said of her ranking duel 
with Davenport: “It means a lot 
to me, I want to get it back” 
In the Kotyong tournament, 
Tim Henman lost his second 
round-robin match, against the 
Russian Yevgeny Kefelnikov, 
6-2, 1-6, 6-2. A lacklustre Andre 
Agassi lost to Sweden’s 
Thomas Eoqvist 6-3, 7-6. 


Britons 
seeded 
in top 
eight 


TIM HENMAN has been named 
as No 6 seed for the Australian 
Open, which begins next week 
in in Melbourne. The British No 
1 is ranked one place above his 
world ranking, with bis com- 
patriot Greg Rusedski seeded 
No 8. 

The defending men's cham- 
pion, Petr Korda, who is at the 
centre of a drugs controversy, 
is unseeded as the organisers 
decided to abide largely by the 
world rankings. 

Lindsay Davenport is the 
No 1 seed for the women's title 
ahead of the defending cham- 
pion, Martina Hingis, but they 
wifi both be looking over their 
shoulder at Steffi Graf, who is 
seeded 10. 

Most of the leading men will 
meet tomorrow at a mandato- 
ry meeting of the ATP Tbur 
players' council to discuss Petr 
Korda’s positive steroid test, 
with sentiment apparently split 
over whether their Czech col- 
league should be expelled from 
their ranks . 

What would have been a 
mundane meeting gained ur- 
gency when, in December, the 
Tmrmis Federation 

released sketchy details of 
Korda’s positive drugs test at 
WimbledotL 

The Australian Open cham- 
pion. who denied knowingly 
taking any illegal substance, 
plans to attend the meeting, 
saying he has nothing to hide, 
but several players over the 
past week have expressed mis- 
givings over the case and many 

want an explanation of the ex- 
ceptions! circumstances that 
led to his light penalty. 

Korda tested positive to the 
performance-enhancing steroid 
nandrolone at Wimbledon and 
was subsequently stripped of 
the $92,529 (£55.000) prize- 
money and ranking points he 
earned 

An independent ITF Appeals 
Committee issued the lighter 
penalty because, despite find- 
ing him guilty of a “category 
one" doping offence, it accept- 
ed his plea that he had not 
knowingly taken the drug and 
believed there were excep- 
tional circumstances. 

The case has also called into 
question the anti-doping cre- 
dentials of the game's ruling 
body and caused seemingly ir- 
revocable damage to Korda’s 
reputation- Korda has main- 
tained he did nothing wrong, 
saying on Tuesday that he had 
been unable to find out how the 
drug got into his system. How- 
ever; be refused to comment on 
what the exceptional circum- 
stances might be, saying the 
matter was in the hands of his 
lawyers. 

It is that secretive attitude 
which has rankled most with 
the players, although the atti- 
tude of many has apparently 
softened in the past week after 
learning a little more about 
the details of the case. 

WUSTKAIJW OPTO S—tfl n n; Meat 1 M 
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Henraan | 
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Hamilton’s divided loyalty 


AS IF Australia were not a 
sufficient handful. England 
have now embarked on a 
cricketing dispute with Scot- 
land. The Ashes may not be 
involved but the future of the 
World Cup may yet depend 
upon it. 

The subject of this conflict 
is Garin Hamilton, the talent- 
ed Yorkshire all-rounder who 
may or may not play for Eng- 
land or Scotland in the World 
Cup next summer 

Hamilton has already 
played fur Scotland and may be 
good enough to be selected for 
England in the tournament 
next summer. There lies the 
problem. Hamilton played one 
match for Scotland against 
Bangladesh last summer, 
which seemed to lie him to his 


nun try of origin. But tire In- 
, 'national Cricket Council 
j now ruled that he can still 
lay for England since Scnt- 
md is only a minor cricketing 
latmn »an associate member 
if the ICC rather than a full 


Hamilton could be selected 


in England’s preliminary 
squad of 30 for the World Cup 
and Scotland were yesterday 


CRICKET 


BY STEPHEN BRENKLEY 
in Melbourne 


wondering where that would 
leave their selection options. 
C onceivably he might also be 
included in their squad. 

“Wc could do with Garin." 
Scotland's director of cricket 
Jim Love. said, “but in the end 
it is up to Garin and we cer- 
tainly will not be putting pres- 
sure on him. We look up the 
case with the ICC because the 


original rule was that having 
played for Scotland he could 
not then go on to play for Eng- 
land. We are pleased that rule 
has been lifted and it applies 
to other countries as weU but 
would not want to stand in the 
way of Gavin's careen It's quite 
understandable that he wants 
to play for England." 

The prospect of Hamilton. 
24. being among the 11 who 

might or might not contest the 
World Cup final for England at 
Lord's next summer is a slim 
one. But he is a talented swing 


bowler who ended last summer 
with his county iD splendid style. 
It was probably’ that purple 
paid) which brought his poten- 
tial to the attention of the Eng- 
land selectors. 

The final 30 players in the 
various squads must be named 
today, though, apparently it is 
possible to make additions to 
those by the time that the final 
15 plus four reserves are 
named at the end of March. 

Hamilton could, however, 
be selected in England's final 
30, not picked in their final 15 


Aamir discarded by Pakistan 


AAMIR SO HAIL, who captained 
Pakistan to successive series 
defeat at home against Aus- 
tralia and Zimbabwe, lias been 
dropped from the forthcoming 
tour of India 

Aamir, who had already been 
replaced as captain by Wasim 
Akr.Lii. was not included in 
the 1 6-man squad announced 
yesterday for flic tour. No rea- 
son for his omission was even 
by the Pakistan Cricket Board, 
although he has stayed away 
from a preparatory’ training 


camp at Karachi on health 
grounds. 

Pakistan leave for India next 
Thursday for a tour already- 
mired in controversy, after 
threats by India’s right-wing 
Hindu Shiv Sena party to dis- 
rupt the first Test series be- 
tween the neighbouring states 
since 1989. The itinerary has al- 
ready been altered, after Shiv 
Sena activists dug up the Delhi 
pitch where the first Test was 
due to be played. It will now be 
played in Madras. 


miOSTAN SOUAD nh» to Mia): Wajan 

Amijth itawi. Mon Wun (woe-topi). Saeefl 
Annur. Uuiah.MuH.jn Kim Muharamsd 
ftthtH. Afi mod. Sal in Milik. buamanv- 

Ul-KJq VauuF Voghjnj.ShJ»d Alr-ii 
’Kumt Shoo* Aknur Afhor Mohmood. 
5ocUin WU.-s.vjq MjUtuq Ahmad. N*dM<n 
Klun 

M The first black cricketer to 
play for South Africa, Makhaya 
Ntini. is to appear in court in 
South Africa today charged with 
raping a student in December. 
■ The third one-day interna- 
tional between New Zealand 
and India was abandoned be- 
cause of rain in Wellington yes- 
terday. It will be played today. 


and yet still miss out on play- 
ing for the country of his birth. 
“Jim has a career and we quite 
understand that," said Love. 

The difficulty has not been 
helped by the fact that Hamil- 
ton at present is neither in Eng- 
land nor Scotland. He is playing 
club cricket in Australia. 

Shane Warne was due to 
lead Australia at the MCG for 
the first time last night for the 
match against England, after 
the captain, Steve Waugh, was 
ruled out of his third succes- 
sive one-day international with 
a hamstring strain. **It will be 
great," Warne said before the 
game. Tm enjoying doing the 
captaincy, I always have, and 
it brings out the best in you. It’s 
great to get the opportunity to 
do it but 111 be handing it back 
to Steve when he is ready." 

That is likely to happen on 
Sunday as Waugh confirmed 
that he should definitely be fit 
for the game with England in 
Sydney. Waugh said he might 
even have played in the match 
that began last night, but 
decided to take no chances. 

"It’s probably a good move 
because there is a lot of crick- 
et coming up," he said. 


Lara rap for selectors 
deepens the malaise 


THE SIGNS that lead to Test 
cricket's rare and ultimate 
humiliation - the 5-0 drubbing 
-always become progressively 
more obvious as toe series pro- 
gresses. The West Indies have 
inflicted it on opponents often 
enough to have recognised 
them at a glance during their 
disastrous tour of South Africa 
over the past two months - a 
rash of injuries, selectorial 
panic, failure by key individuals, 
a growing sense of inferiority, 
rumours of internal dissent, 
doubts over the captaincy, not 
to mention a superior adver- 
sary. 

Brian Lara’s team, 4-0 down 
entering toe fifth Itest at Cen- 
turion Park, Pretoria, today 
have mirrored the England of 
Ian Botham and David Gower 
in the 1980s that suffered at toe 
hands of those, ironically led by 
the present manager, Clive 
Lloyd. Nor is there modi to 
raise hopes ttptit can avoid the 
first such dean sweep in West 
Indies’ history. 

To those many woes, Lara 
h as added yet another distrac- 


BY TONY COZIER 
in Johannesburg 


tion to sidetrack his efforts, 
and those of the team man- 
agement, to inspire his players 
for toe final challenge. 

“It has been a difficult situ- 
ation because, for the first time, 
the selectors have named a 
one-day squad while the Test 
series is still on the go." he said 
yesterday. "Some of the guys 
who are here for the Ttest series 
are not going to be here for the 
one-dayers and this, psycho- 
logically, will have a negative 
effect on them." 

Once more, the West Indies 
are likely to be without one of 
their two great bowlers, this 
time Cortty Ambrose. The bur- 
den of too much intense cricket 
has been increasingly evident 
in his body language and he 
went down with the identical 
hamstring muscle strain in toe 
fourth Test last week that left 
Ids veteran partner; Courtney 
Walsh, writhing in pain in the 
dosing stages of the third. 

Walsh has had two weeks to 


mend and three days of nets 
have persuaded him that he is 
ready to return for his 106th 
Test, but it would be too risky 
to indude Ambrose as well- 

la stead, Reon King, the 23- 

year-old Guyanese, will be 

obliged to fill the breach for his 
Test debut 24 hours after flying 
in yesterday morning along 
with the three other replace- 
ments for the one-day series - 
Keith Arthurton, Keith Semple 
and Neil McGarrefl. 


It all epitomises toe misery 
that has dogged the West Indies 
throughout this series. In con- 
trast, South Africa’s premier 
fast bowler. Allan Donald, yes- 
terday passed a fitness test on 
hfa hamstring strain and will be 


again in an unchanged tea 

SOUTH AFRICA: G Kirsten. 
<abte.JHKjBb.DjCulllnan. -wj< 
|e. ) N Rhodes. 5 M Pollock t 
Boucher. A A Donald (or L KJuse 
D J Terbrugge. PR Adams, 12th c 
AGPnnce. 

WEST INDIES (from); D Ganga, 
Wallace, -B C Lara. S Chanderoa 
L Hooper. S C Williams. F L Resfe 
□ Jacobs. NAM McLean. R N Li 
CEL Ambrose. M Dillon. F A Rc 
R Murray. C B Lambert. K L Archu 
K F Semple. R D King. N Mcturr 
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Murphy 


has Holly 


primed 


THERE ARE two prime attrac- 
tions in listening to the words 
of Eterdy Murphy when it comes 
to the Cheltenham Festival and 
the prospects of his Champion 
Hurdle hope, French HdOy. The 
first is that, desperately seek- 
ing an alternative to the even- 
money Champion favourite 
Istabraq, punters are dinging 
to the hope that when Murphy 
says that French Holly Is “ab- 
solutely bombing’’, as be did 
yesterday, he is not overstating 
the case. The second attraction 
is that, given his remarkable 
record at the Festival, Murphy's 
judgement is probably spot oil 

French Holly, an attractive 
each-way shot for the Champi- 
on at 7-1 with WDliam HU is due 
for a pre-Festival confronta- 
tion with Istabraq in the Irish 
Champion Hurdle at Leopard- 
stown in 10 days’ time, a race 
that could alter the complexion 
of the Cheltenham betting 
dramatically. 

“He’s just done a bit of work 
this morning and he's ab- 
solutely bombing," Murphy 
said of the towering gelding on 
whom Adrian Maguire will step 
in for the injured Andrew 
Thornton. “Hell just do a cou- 
ple of bits before he goes over 
to Leopardstown.” 

Murphy’s record at the Chel- 
tenham Festival extends be- 
yond the three winners - Stop 
The Whiler and faddy’s Return 
in 1996 and Flench Holty in last 
year’s Royal & SunAlliance 
Novices' Hurdle - which he 
has posted with his own name 
beside them on the racecard. 
He was the man in the stable 
behind the 1980 Arkle Trophy 
sur'cess of Bill Durkan’s Ana- 
gjogs Daughter and the 1987 
Mildmay of Flete triumph of 
Geoff Hubbard’s Gee- A. 

At the 1999 Festival, Murphy 


By John Cobb 


could also have his first runner 
in the Gold Cup with Addington 
Boy who has been sent to him 

from the Nicky Richards stable 
The winner of the 1996 
Tripleprint Gold Cup at Chel- 
tenham for the late Gordon 
Richards, Addington Boy has 
been below par for the past two 
seasons and was moved to 
Murphy after falling when in 
touch in fixe latest renewal of 
the TripJeprint last month. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Sharp Command 
(Musselburgh 3.40) 
NB: John Bush 

(Musselburgh 2.40) 


“The {dan is that be goes to 
Leopardstown for the Hen- 
nessy Gold Cup on 7 February, 
and then far the Gold Cup,” 
Murphy said. “The horse bad 
gone a bit stale. He had been 
very impressive but got a kids 
in the paddock at Greystoke 
and was never the same. 

“But I love him. I ride him 
out aD the time and he is a 
grand Christian of a horse. 
Adrian Maguire is coming up to 
school him on Sunday, and win 
ride him at Leopardstown. 

“I hope we get good ground 
at Leopardstown. While I don’t 
think he is good enough to 
trouble the principals, I want 
him to do a nice round. If we got 
good ground at Cheltenham, I 
think he’d run a nice race." 

■ Get Real was yesterday the 
subject of support for tomor- 
row’s Victor Chandler Chase at 
Ascot and is 11-4 from 3-1 with 
CoraL William H2I have cut 
Irish challenger Hfli Society, 
from 11-3 to 5-L and Cumbrian 
Challenge from 10-1 to 8-1. 



Runners the water jump in yesterday’s Ullo Lamb Challenge Cap at Wincanton which was won fay Malwood Castle 


Julian Herbert! AUspott 


Pitman’s souffle ready to serve cumani fined for 

substance misuse 


PRINCEFUL IS “like a souffle 
that is cooked and ready to be 
served”, according to Jenny 
Pitman, his trainee Unfortu- 
nately the pudding-like ground 
at Ascot may prevent the dish 
of the day appearing on to- 
morrow’s menu at the Berk- 
shire course. 

Pitman is anxi ous that 
Princeful, the top staying hur- 
dler in the country, should 
mate his debut over fences as 
soon as posable, so that two ex- 


peditions over the larger ob- 
stacles can be made before 
the gelding tackles the Royal & 
SunAlliance Chase at Chel- 
tenham. Princeful is also an 
entry in this year’s Gold Cup, 
but is more likely to have that 
race as his target in 2000 . 

The weather is the problem, 
with Pitman concerned that 
Princeful’s first steeplechas- 
ing foray does not take place in 
a quagmire. The heavy going 

p ri w epipdPr myefal fjrrmttjilnTig 


on Kadou Nonantais in yester- 
day’s valuable Tbwton Novices’ 
Chase at Wetherby and may 
also predude making the short- 
er trip tomorrow across Berk- 
shire from Pitman’s Upper 
Lamboum stables. 

“He is ready to run and 
seems very very wefi," Pitman 
said yesterday. “He schooled 
this morning and it was lovely. 
He is like a souffle that is 
cooked and reatfy to be served. 
I want him to have his first run 


over forces, but if the ground 
isn’t suitable, be won’t run.” 

pitman had sad news of her 
useful chaser Jibber The Kib- 
ber, who has collapsed and 
died after light work. “He was 
a pleasure to have anything to 
do with. He was a bit eccentric 
but I like than Kke that ” 

The gelding, winner of six of 
his 22 starts, gained his most 
valuable victory in the Tbte Sft- 
ver Trophy Hunfle at Chepstow 
in November 1995. 


MUSSELBURGH 


12.40 Running Man 

1.10 FINEWOOD (nap) 

1.40 Oversman 

2.10 Stash The Cash 


HYPERION 

2.40 John Bush 

3.10 Oscail An Doras (nb) 

3.40 Sharp Command 


VERDICT Night Rghtars surely capable of much better than he showed a Wether- 
by an tas debut wttfe Arrange shcUd M considered an his seasonal debut farm and 
Persian Fayra fa an interesting recruit from the Rat However, It is vrey hard tn gat away 
from FINEWOOD who made such a good repression on Ns debut and came up agatasr 
a very piomisfog anmel in Lord Lamb nam tree. 


5P0 EflTtronPEMftflPEeianaamjTSjSrarSCO. 

50PPO SOME LOCKETT pt) Audyn ajf Khs&SVZ 

-Mdodand- 


« 


_B Storey 


1.40 


GOING: Good to Soft 

■ Right-hand oval course with tight turns. 

■ Course s 5m E of BSnburgh on At Edinburgh station 5m. An MISSION: Ctab EG; 
Grandstand & Paddock £7 (OAPs and wwmptoyed LMBs free. CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Hammond 22 winners from IfT nmnara (Success rate SKI 

J Howard Johnson 20-103 (1 04%). 9 Montefti (m-V C Patter 3-49 {BA-KX 

Mrs S Bradbume 3-70 (1Z9%L Mrs M Rmrefey 7-46 (152%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 16 win from 95 ndes (success rate £8%). P Car- 
berry 1353 03%), P Niven 13.70 {«£%). 8 Storey 12-127 £A%). R Garrftty 10-82 
(16.1%), A S Smith 3-51 (176%). 

■ FAVOURITES: Tfl wins in 270 rves (411%). 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Emerald Prince (1240). Caribbean Surfer (140*, 
John Bush (240) & Sharp Command (340) sent 372 notes. 

BUNKERED FIRST HUE: None 


STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO SELLING HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,490 

10-545 PUSH WttDCARD (50) (C) (P Ganfeyl J H Jchnson Tl 11 1) Hr J P McNamara (5) 

323*4 FAIR AM) FANCY (8) (CO) {F&F Partnered) IfcaK lagan B 71 a_ ^DGjS*shw 

MOW OTERSNAN (9) (CD) [ManpeafleMoraoi^ JfitaGeraWeil 7 RDureoodyB 

000006 NOAMMOSTYWtlangdNePto^SaOesJWtoTpa RPmreBB 


UUnnlOa. fine tr op aogta: flffsa Atf&r 9S62j,Sstbur Par 3E»:s^Scp’aBLaotac 3B tab 
BETTING: 4-1 Ssrifieoy, Tl-2 Join Bnb, Nortfwrn Uteri. 6-1 Metanxn ftefc. Ooh Alt Catena, 
Northern Mcrtn, Shwtfarte, Battery Rrad, 10-1 ethers 
398: Forar 6 It 5 P CartKiy 4-1 {J J 07«) 2 


FORM GUIDE 

Swtflway: Modest stayer on Rat (acts on good := soft). TS-*. r^Ce msst fa wvi , 3-*i5>- 


nar novice hutfe at Mussefturgh (Znii good to frra) by 

"lenty o! promise fts; two sans ever ttadles before 


(VP-5* RftST WT>C FED (11) (D)(NBLtecr)N Mason 809- 
36060 LU1IBACK LADY (44) (J Mdflrrafl B LteJaggrt 8D8. 


— K Johnson 


-.MrBGfaHnp) 


PU066 LAIN LEADS (31) (CD) (teSMsH Alltaxon Green) CFarisrSIJ 7 DFWorB 

64506 ASTRALEON (139) (D) (I R Ctanerts) D Eddy 11 06 .BHstfro 

66PC5 ONE STOP (44) W Branran) M Bames 6 d 6. SWykjr 

4® FORTY LOVE (StE) (97) (Inside Pamng} J GeUe 4 Y) 6 ADobbln 


John Sualr. Won two bumpers Plenty 

winning summer race at Catterick Cm3t gxta fa firm). rrc fca M y acs or. seft 
MeMnira Pate Wbn a CaHerx*(&n3t). Good ptaMd efforts .-.erfteasarts tan £pped 
up early on tatesL Acts on soft but has less petertaa) than same ct These 
Ooh Ah Cantona; Otsappoinsrg on Fbt amt aver hurtSes ir. 133a. L'. -rased sr sett 
Northern Union: Lightly raced because ot leg problems. Gocd a e sata of sot final wra 
to Mr Lurpak rmr course and distance taes sfan. Seme pnrsse cr. safi 
Northern Motto: Two good efforts in frare ow 3mlftte term, shs&r.g as if 2mt! raghi 


20400 FORTUNE HOPPBT (70) (A SfaJtl K Hogg 5 03 


RTPOP CARBBEAN SUBFBf f12S) (D) (M Saws) PEcctes D 0 0 . 


OOPOP HAMILTON PRWCE3S (67) Hogg) K Hogg 7 U 0 


IGwACn 

.-BCSfiortf 


suit hrn better. However, below farm over 2m4t in between Acts an heavy 

n3se£er but tooted 


Mtataivn Height ffct True larrtap wefaMs.- CMtoean Staar M Tfa MnritoP fttacoss Bst 06. 
nsan, 100-30 FNr And ( 


12.40 


STAKIS CASINOS SERIES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DIV I) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,373 

23731 ES GO (IS) (IQ {Peter BoattxvBroMi] H Basknai 6 fl C HBadtawnQ) 

OR) atUY00KT(n)UdivPhrtPMo«tieil5 GTby«x 


4F44 CBOU PARADISO (S) (Edward liehA) N Ffcheirts 5 Tl 5 
aesr- BVBtALO PRWCE pstg (D) P W Vteaon) P Ecdes 7 Tl 5 
00 R8)ARK(8)(ttsDBIfaGar9NMason6ll5 


JUMbfa 


F RUKMNG NAN (FR) (17) (WsC AVtetes) P Vtefctw5 Tl 5- 


-RDnnaoarty 
B Quest 


P5 SSUtSTHt (17)(S Mrs R^mrdAndBremGaB^CfWar 7715- 

3W65 V)0RAUAp13)(D)W^9*sQWfa)M'bi»UMr6-nS 

4 0A8MWRE LADY pO)(VtaSyti Howe) J l Eyre 7 it 0. 


-B Storey 


B Hwang 
_ W 


ABCTIC STAR (F13) (Mrs V Thonpsan) V Tharpscn 4 B 7 Ik If Thompson 

0 SaHET(«)(EWiini»)EW'Juw4D7 X 


P«0U5 TOTALTROPtt (17)(GipCanJPidflHU*)UsS&aiMn94l02_lirllBradbame(3) 
- 12 dacisnK) - 

BETTING: Itte Running Man, 74 CMumtb Lady; 6S Eawrald Prtnca, S-1 Es Go, 10-1 Gtwnw 
Rndbo, VUnfls. 14-T Red Arfc, fatal Tfoph. 20-1 othere 
OflB: King Of The TNewa 6 n 5 D QBtoghar 6-1 (C Uam) B ran 

. FORM GUIDE 

Es Go: Praised tar a Catterick win from Atawa on good (pound. Eater wel beaten 
to the mud a Kelso and tacea stem rest today 

BilyDoitt Has shown vary nfle mdudng when Med over longer trip here last dme (fast 
oM3 lo Swiftwey) 

Cinema Paradiso: E*-Paul Cole trained and tafcrwed wal beaten Bangor 4th to Pate 


Cftamp with same spot (beaten 10 lengths) behind Hnfeterre on this course 
OBrienk 


Emerakt Mice: Trained by Aldan OBien to win a bumper at Down Royal Had shown 
promise and Isadtog chance cto hurries debut with Rfahord Oimoody boated 
Red Arte Gurgled on bi»nper debut and shaped with some promise on firat hurdbs start 
when 7th (Ckiema ParacSso 4th) to Rnrsterre here 

Running Man: WtonfagFW performer to France and wodd have finished 2nd to TtttM 
Moppto aTtemton but tar taitog at the last Leadng chance to this canpany 
SBuuisten Ex- porter who sipped up to BB O Magic's maiden hurdte bora May need 
further than today* mtoimum 

VbHmUk FavountB on hunJoa debut (remote 5tti to Thomtoun House at Perth) in Sep- 
terrtaec Yltan gootFfltound Uttatste bumper and may need decant grotsid 
Cashmere Lwdy: Faced stiff tasA on debut against Lord Lrenb and Symonds ton at WArthar- 
bjn tadtog three out to be beaten » lengths. Shouto be surted by thte sharper couae 
Arctic Iter Polar Falcon hurdles newcomer and moderate on the Ra: 

Simtet: Ftorrwup to Sammyfe Shuffle at EMghton (Yn2f) in September but metaly mod- 


BETTWQ: 11-4 Oversman, 100-30 Fttr And Fsnc*, 6-1 Hrte to The Fleta, H frith WSdcard, As- 
Mean, 10-1 UOtLente. Forty Low, 12-1 One Stop, Fortune Kow«. 14-1 others 
W6: Bahw (USA) 9 tl i Mss R Oar* ^ M j| fav (S CBrtJ B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Iriah WBdcanl: Dual wimer tea seaaon (ora on thte coxae) and Chrps to saBngctass 
after the latest poor showtog at CBdUa SB* a danger In this ciass 
Fata And ftmey- Ganed bath eelei wn to «7 to the mud and had blah Wdcartl a 
long way behtad whan 2nd to Maryb F=sefctgs at Cartste (heavy). CredKable efforts stoee 
Owareman: (Mst^ed by Jack Ftaeh at Catterk* (fan3t) and appreciated the shorter 
trip here when beattog Dubln Kvet Leadtog chance wita ffichard IXsiwoody abored 
No AnbnoMty: Moderate form and 13 lengths behind Ouareman here last trna Tib bet- 
ter oft today 

First tn The FMtfc Won Catterick novice* hendfcap two seasons ago and credftabte 
showing on reappearance (12b out ot handcap) whan 5th to Whrrtn at Sedgefieki 
Lumback Lady: Wtthoul a win from 19 starts and latest t5th to Jessica One at Catter- 
suggests she taoes stem test even tn On wester league 
Latin Leader Wimer of three aaiera an taste ground than thia. Credtabie e»h to Cam. 
den FMaw in a solar here test tine (good to Arm) and dropped 2b 
Aatrateoii: Al wins gained cm last oound and latest 6th to Britannia MJls offered IWe 

encouragement 

One Stop: Stiff task at Newcastle on reappearance and can be fancied on her aubse- 
quent ah of 19 to Dorans Way to seter a Catterick 

Forty Love: Eariy-aoBaon pertarmer and visored s> starts, though not today. 2nd to Fcrtt 
Ltael at Perth and 5th to Up The Ctereta at I te r an t First rui to a safer 
Fortwre Hopper Chances on Ms aefer wto a Market Rasen Hat season, fated off at 
Hwhem on reappearance but better** Ihe itn and bote states pic* Mr rtantten Pmcass 
CarftbereiSurfar/yrwtoner five years ago but taled off to recant starts^ the latest be- 
hind Chief Mouse at Bangor 

HamBton Princess: Has free hope on abfty shown and was talBd off in Hexham seA- 
er two outings ago 

VERDICTS OVERSMAN dacidad to run a> tie way to tie Ine on thta coses test week 
and he has the services of Rfchad Dunwcody. He » no mo rtg a ge fob but has to be to witi 
every hope egact gatflng wateX from Utah teldoerd erd ttw muettortog Fthr And Fancy . 
The bate outefciers are One Sop and Forty Lore. 


Kalatahdr Ex-Wsh. Has had orty faw n4B overtxsdes. Sacttid in 2n3! 
non-stayer at 3m3f nert tana Botev form ever ina deq u ate 2m cti re a p pe a r ance 
StnrdantK to tair form last two starts, but off course cver3 mortas we and also betev 
form on previous af ter ma botti on soft ground and at further a»n 2m 
Battery Fhect Far chaser, winner at Strtaford in Octobec Raor run an stat (acts on good 
to soft) next fame and betowfarm third r seCng futfla latest Stays 2m4f 
Snooty Eskimo: Has a chance only on occasional bits of form. Probably acte on soft 


groun d butunpruven at 2m4( pufed up atAyr when tried at the top latest sart 


f Pat Two good efforts n se*ng hantfcaps at Sedgefietd (2m it good to soft) tha 
season, wfoner to Noventoei Ptflad up (apparently lame) latest start 
Rtrnia Major. Rate Some good efforts n the swnmei; faw past post at Southwel (2m5fj 
only to gat dtaquaftfied, but has gone off the boi Probably acts on soft 
Eat Your Peer 15 tengihs fifth d 8 finishers at Catterick pm, soft) on hunflng debut 


: Fflbn ajy^ AcconyiBhad very ttfie on two nra last month. Steps up from 2m 


Sophie Lodcetb WaB out of the h an dcap proper. Bra SatTbur Peat Has nototog to reo- 
ommend her on form bur ttw to Her firw run on soft ground 
VER DICT: As he has rwl fust one run over hurtles. Swiftway ctearty has soma po- 
tentaL but toe other teUbMA wtonet. John Bush, prdbabty has greater scope for 
toyrwement Kakeahria is a possbtegnprover after appearances over contrasting trips 
on his test two starts, bin this is also the cfetance at which NORTHERN MOTTO can 
at last come good over turdtea Successful over 2m here an the Rat. Northern Motto 
has twice nr weft, but at Uib same time teraped Bgs a non-sreyer. over 3mt I in the teal 
two months over hurdles; the comfbons of today’s race sfxxid prove steal. 


3 -JOI ? TAWS MAYBURY CASINO MADISON BAR HANDICAP 


CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m Penafty Value £3^70 

TM2T1 XAS>ETE (9) (CO) (N B tear) N Maser 7 1? 0 {&«) HOtvwfi) 

3M65 TIALLEGIQ (9) (D) pF) (PUonffidi) P Urreitfi 10 Tl n Sfavtar 

P-t» BJBABTS DEUGHT (9) to) (ACtetafRAIanil 1) D AOobbtoV 


4 50061 CJSCAB.AN DORAS (2u) pi) (VtaLMwatins) F iA/piTy T3 II 5 J P HENamWS (5) 

BEmH& M Xafates, 3-1 Oecd An Dorn, 7-2 Brierto DaMt, 7-1 Mtoeio 
SSI famaotosB tl 2ECab(hanB-2 (JHtread Johnson) Btai 


2-10 


arete form and beaten a Im way on hurtfes debut behind Sknply Gifted at Wtetherby 
Swfrt " 


STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO CHARLESTON RESTAURANT 
NOVICE CHASE (D) £5,250 2m Penalty Value £3,763 

2 *sa AliUffCH UoStyri JBstryC h & BPoael 

1C33I RO^S. (SJ) (CO) (Alan W UaM^ P kkxteto) BUB -Sfeytor 


Tbnf Ttapbc LiWe pramtea ftam five sterta and beaten long way battod AlbrigMon hare 
owrCttostmss 


VERDICT: Ceahmer* Lady was asked a severe question on her debut and not sur- 


prlestoglyfound the company (Lord Larrb and Symonds ton) too Strong to the closing 


0343-1 STASH THE CASH (31) (C0)(Q Shal) M temuna 6 n B 
33603 FWJCORSRAME pi) (YDnmreorOV Thompson 6 h 2 

4QfP6 FOTSPAfaTOW(30)(rifftatanOrienttoFlgNBUaciBflgart9llz 

P-4S5E RAOAriPOW (30) rfaty Pciort) J HJctonson 7 tl 2 

4000* saym PEARL P) fifes L Wood) jaeCeyBh 2 

540UP JUST HUSH (9) (D1 (G R S ffen) R MxcnG 0 11 


.BHardng 


JlrMThonpaoe 
.B Storey 
-ASSraMi 


FORM GUIDE 

XalpeM: Winner four tones at anxrid an this season, tocAafeg on soft. Carries eta penaf- 
ty te 74ength wto over Golden Hefo here (good) last week, to peak form, so respected 

Rallegto-. Ran awatabty an reappearance, but 6-4 faveuite when ociy fifth of 9 to a M- 

ra chase over course aid (tsttaice test week. Acte on heavy Tound 

Brtar'e Defighc Rw times a srtrrer af Ketoo and good second of 5 there (2nlt heavy) 

pwviUinalB start UM beaten behind Xafaete hare on latest however 

Oecall An Doras: Off two years before reappearance Second favourite, won 7-rursite 

race at l-tantingdon (Zmil soft) last time by I'Mengdw. Sta Mfei on Ws 1896 twm 

VERDICT. This looks to be between lest-ttow-aut wtonere Xtapete and OSCAIL. AN 
DORAS. There is Rite to be said agetost Xalpete ctearty to the form ct hs He. but Os- 

cal An Doras should prove a much twjgier opponent than the vast mafanty of those 


Xaipete has laced to nobtatog up toose fair wtos already fife season 


..RlMMh 

..DPtotar 


3.40 


stages. She is a half-stotar to the stabtefe decent fampe performer Cetesttai Choir t 
she certaMy has a chance agatost the patently smart RUNNING UAN.whowashuit. 
ng tp Mdry HendereonB folftt Moppte affauntnn whan ha came down at the test Hah 
bunper winner Emerald Prince is an inte r uatt i fl hudtes newcomer. 


22242 BAmaUR6HBOYW(q(MPftrtrtFsnfiySstflanmqTEaslBrt)f5B6...iTfttr 

30333 TOWtS2X(*3)(Lady3toicRflPY«i»aiDB J Osborns 

-10 doctored - 


|-j-|Q| STAKIS CASINOS SERIES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 


(DIV II) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2^73 

« RNEWOOC (32) P) ftoBwoodJorary) J M Jsfteaan5 11 12 
20Qfit ARRANGE (S3) (EF) [K ftrry) F Wipny 7 Tl 3 


0-P5 BUNNYJilAfJ i?0) (8 tea FtofTOnC Andenm GnwJ C ParVar 5 71 5 
GWESPYR (FlOfl (IMtoigiby Ftoctofi Bwbbu LKQ Mss K tflgsn B 11 

oe ICONIC (94}(BlRDHnaon)Mta'*ii*» 5 115 

PBBWNlWREffaq (tojT^GnJ*) JBaty 7 11 5 



P SCHILACHW (tote ftarimn) B Bastm m HT1S 

SIPW STOi«m!?iiSuhSwrt Jdtowrjj H fetorn'e-nV 
ROOF BROADCAST £0) (Ms R II Wtad]PMontathS II 0 
0 MOfrHGHIB)(GBQnqiNBItato)NMaaan4f)7 
-11 


-BPotoM 


-MtsVRahwtt (7) 
_B Stony 


.K Jebnsor 


KTTWG: 3-6 Rnswood, 5-1 Arrange, IMPentanFspe, 8-1 leofifc 19-1 Night Fighter, IfrlGn- 
sp»t RM Btanymn, SdAxM, SwW, SWtofia, Sradaret 
B86. OeagB Mnghton 8 n 5 L Wyer tl-D fair p Snrih] 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Rnewoort Has locked promistog on two funs at amend 2m m hatwy reourd, wireitog 
aas»y at Kateo and Vh lengths second to Lad Lamb (won agato stoco) at New cas tle 
Arrange: Frrt cun for « months, « lengths second to MajV* Scan to -frontier 
at Cart8te (2m4t heavy) on hurefing detXiL Dtsappotottog 3 weeks «Qr 
Bunnym am LMesigi of afafey to bmyer and two novice hurtfles 


BETTMG; 11-8 Btfrtosgh Bok 4-1 fare Sto^Anfecft, s-1 SMl Tito CaM, 7-T RMsto. 16-1 Radao- 
peuc 25-1 otters 

C9& mneKtog (ire) 7 11 4P CtotMtryS-l (JFfizGaaU) Ditto 

FORM GUIDE 

Amlwch: Improved performer over fpneeB, wtortig taiwunnef race at Doncaster (2m 
good) and second to Bafeswtsdden in hondcap at Catterick (Bn soft) 

RviMi: In vwy good fonn over hudtes; wfontag three tones to Octobet WH beaten on 
chasing dabut © days before winntag at 1-6 at Pm. Ads on heavy gate 
Stetei The Caslc State to Rossei aver fudtos but toemtotett tost tstm Did not hae to rw 
near Ha but hunfes fonn to wto chaatag debut ta Hatan (2m heavy) on reappeeme 
Falcon’s Hams; Maiden over hurdtas and fences, and has very sifit task has 
Fax Sparrow; Hard to fancy on fonn from recant seasons, partaisty ihb one 

RadanpouRftnfyiteefidtolratandtaSSS/ST'.butitotnaarfyaogoudtarestooaEas- 

8y beaten 10 tangtae by BaBed Mretrel at Cetteridc on recent chaetog debut 
Stiver Paerfc Has had (Aerrty of arperiance over fences and is had to fancy 
Just Huah: Modest performer at b«L wel betaw form this season on ttrea ruts over 
hwdes and one (unseated rider at the fifth) over fanew 
Barofauigft Bay F^rtyitfar at aomd 2m as juvertie test wa acn. frV credtette second 
of B ftotafwra tb A^taradcta Odd ta Newcastle ( 2 rrv on chdstog debut ta Nossmba' 
fctn Sale Fatoy leefuf fovatia hudtor tost term Has not progressed n handcap hurtles 
Dta lamb tried to a vtoor last ttom but baa age concession and stable B in good form 

VERDICT: BARNBURQHBOnr caches the aye at these we k h ti on thatam he a ho wuO 

on he chasing debut at Newcastle, but he a far tram e cartatoty K Rweat, Stash Th* 

Cash or TbmSRK was tbreprottace the bm they showed over hurdtoa. That trio have 
had orfy ttroe ruiE mer fences between them, so couid essty reach the required stan- 
dard «me. Airtwch a the ether one who mwt b« considered aeriousfyt but he wtfl 
agam have to prottace a career basL 


STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 3m Penalty Value £3,669 

BT&6 OVHt THE BECK (94)JCO)(R Coins) JMJeftesan 6 11 D TSkkMS) 

34P/P- TRUMP (482) (M S Ms R Anctescn Green) C Pate O n 8 D Patter 

fl-tt PRBifi36TORwiEpq(JurrPoRaa^j) l*aKMfan6ri 7. FJ«tiy 

03811 HUNTWG SLANE (3) (CO) (J H FfafBrOQcnj CGrart 7H 7 Bed RStefe 

flJOl SHARP COVMW®(4^(D5^PifcbndflfeP Jones) P EcdeQTI 4. _R Duriwoorfy 


&35U UYSH&iAND0AH(17)(C)pfe , QxTTiey) JH JchreonOll 2 ASSndh 

26582 CONTRAS Ofl petal jaoO A IMteu 7 110. SHwdtaU 

BBBtE RATH (It? (D) (Fred WkxiI TEastBby B W O 


20&0 DSiTICUIAIA (1« (T^ [PSpcBlMOOtf PSptafawOd Tl t)6. 


I (15) .... . . . 

W S3- IM1VRU'fiUBrrptB)aK&UriRAndSRonQea4CPNiv7D2. 


SHordtag 

IWyor 


S43R36 JOHNS THE BOY p)(D) (N 
21 FSB m TIC MAN (16) (A Stefa Mb □ 
-12 ‘ 


Nttwaoi. 
BflO. 


-Sfayfor 
1 Storey 


IP) 


BETTING: T1-4Staip CommL 7-2 Molting Stee. S-1 My SbenMMh, 6-1 Bride Mfo Pjs- 
futo fa time, 7-1 Cortreflra, fl-l 0*r Tfis Back, fta Tbs Han, ffaturai fahrt, 12-1 ofoere 
898: RDbngo 8 V R Vt S DuaA & M to (J Navfcl 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Over The Bade Prefors fast tttxmd teta twice a wtoner on this cowae fas season Mto 
higher Mica the latest wto over Ws trip and may need Ms firfa start since mid-October 
Thanp: Course apecifilB(8tKWtnB haw) and 12b faw a r comp are d to latest success. Best 
imi inn | on firet start sines Seotambac W87 

Pretada 1b Fame: Easy winner from imadta Market Rasen (2msi) on reappearance and 

twice beaten since over longer trips, the tates by Ttw anterwwt lOd a 


Hunting Stone; airing wai and^ a wtoner h the soft pound at CStertak test (ana {beat 
“ ... - thrashed Joe Bib on foe course (ton) 


Golden TtuidartMft a short heed) l 


Shans Command: Has won aver both fences and huttaa fadayb hurdte rattag is Bfc 

nody boohed 


Gweapw: Paw %3nr*ar on Rat for Don ^Btoeo fobse. Wodd be a suprtse wtmer 
teonteiaSed i 


ott In a temper ta Aprt 20-^ sowdy-beetsn stafo of « iHshsra to novfoe 
huRfs at Bedgefieid (2m H, good to soft) to October 

Faratan fteyie: Fairly usaW 71 handcapper on Pbl effactfva on soft greund. Betow form 
recent starts on FfoL latest (on Al-Wfeether) after a three-month break 
SohBachL- Not scan for 7 ybbts prior to bang pufed up 4 Out on hurdfeg debut at Mar- 
ket Rasen pm heavy) tel Thursday 

Sertah Bred in Fotond where he has won tav raeeft Made A&0 mtaees at Doncestv 
Sain to November 

StoneWfl; Wen a maiden potot »i Wand test year; before bought for &200 gutaeas. 50-1, 


2.40 


puMifa 3 out on hutfcg and British debut at Newcastle (ZnvH good fa'acfl) 
' itotwx 


Broadcast Has twice giver plenty ot Watted foe start. No form to twobump« and 

two novice htvtes, afi on a soft sufooe and last three sterts on heavy 


Night RtfitoR Forty Ufehi on Fite h Germany. 68 - 1 , pramiae when seventh of *> fto- 
(2m. soiq, foou^r i 


ishare to SmpiyOtted at Wetherby j 


i aventualy wel beaten 


STAKIS CASINOS NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £6,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Vaiue £4^53 

II Foster 


I SWmKKYGI) (CU)(AWh^ KftaggS tl D. 

41-541 JOHN BUSH (44) £FJButa)FEnte5T1 7 __- 
04Q2S M5JXUH PABK(t4)(teUBfne)FMupw< 

2 DRM QOHAHCAN!«ftm(lfeESM io B nte i ) MfteTnptoai 
DB3B2 KORnONUNXW(l7)(torBf*sHAn*racnaBOi)CPBtarBn4 DFMw 


DByrne 

JPUdtonara(5) 
BHwtflng 


U3454 «®THB«l«rrOn^fitefoDte^jGd*Btia 

(EM Hand Jdnson) JHotRrtJcfraaie 110. 

MW SHAfiOftWTEp0Q)[WABe«l^JJtffaB0n8O7. 


—ADcbbte 

-ASSnMt 


F221P3 B*nSTfRRffi(9)(D)(HBMasan)NSfesonDD7„ 
OP-OS’ 8 NOOTY ESKIMO ( 20 ) (Fraja- ftafo® J HMBjw 7 D 1 


— LWwr 
HTrtigU 


OSIP LORD RAT 


Z E3 5W MNU8 


RATmiLPOttMtoKkOganaSO 

NAXfi (iq (A M Ffocfa M fadurer 8 to 0 


■MS 


.NHomdten 


Iowa, ao to with a awddng chence and las Rkfoaid Onmody 
My Shenandoah: Al three wtos last term gtenad on this coirs ow&n4I Latest form 
on ttw counse not eo good but may have found JWtod too fasL tfo tower than latest wto 
and hofos saefvvray ehanec 

C ow t nit ln g Hatoamwtarwr over fo a uiitawn last aaaafln and stepped up firtwrtotrtatoCter 
tear Bti to Jraefea Or» at Ctaterfck (2m3f) and nock 2nd to Ateoamo at Doncsster prrwi). 
Bridle PBBt Dacem atsytog prospect and on 3b tower mark compared to Wea wto 
Grn at AwJ Shada betaw pw this season but teoed stiff task at Wtetharey la« ana 
Dentfoutatx fated off Si Csttorick on reappearance and may struggle hare wrth afl pre- 
vious wins bstog gataad to sefere 

Nahiraf Went Beat novice run last term resulted to ctoae 2nd to foimg Tbmo on this 
oouraa. Can bnprove but probably in need irf tfta aaaar mM« emp t 
Johna The Boy: Hard ta fancy mar befog tated off on latest two stars 
Fa ThaMtecTl m ttor aa wtontog chaser and a -B-tengai 7th toaiatp Command a 
CdRsrtic two outings aw 2b batter off today and ran to the book with Arctic For whan 
fifth to The Next tteitz on hfa Mowing start, fiavwts to tarSas 

VERDICT: SHARP COMMAMJ seems equety at home over lances and hurdlM and 
fees to hwe off an Bb lowar mark after foe chase wto to a conpalMvB affair at Cotter- 
left Hb says wel and must taka plenty of be ntog tojtw hgyte c* H kfoari Dunw oorty. 
Ttw errand mar have gene agatost Curdt afire, but Bridla Path S a threat at tea bate 

«f me promishg st^ar Over The BeeA iterfiis to cna cl Ms whrtng tracha 


LUCA CUMANI was yesterday 
fined a total of £750 fry the 
Jockey Club’s Disciplinary 
QjmirntteefiH-o&nces relating 
to prohibited substances. 

The committee fined the 
Newmarket trainer £500 for 
running bis filly Sharera on 
phenylbutazone and csyphen- 
batazone, which are both 
banned, when she finished sec- 
ond to Shfoug in a handicap at 
Newmarket on 2 October last 


to another horse in the yard on 
veterinary advice. Sharera was 
disqualified. '1 


year. 

After considering the evi- 
dence, including statements 


from Cumani, his vet and other 
witnesses, the committee was 
satisfied that the source of the 
substance was phenylbutazone, 


which was being administered 


The Bedford House trainer 
was also fined £250 for his fa3- 
raetorecord,asreqafredby£he 
rules, a treatment of phenylbu- 
tazone given to Zomaradah on 
land 2 October last year 
■in another Wow to the British 
Hxtfseradng Board’s Showcase 
race initiative, the major book- 
makers have elected not to 
provide prices in advance of 
today's Showcase event, foe 
rather knriy SAO race at Mus- 
selburgh. The Showcase title 
was switched to the Scottish 
event after only three runners 
were declared for the original 
choice, the 2JJ0 at Fb&esiane. 


RESULTS 


WINCANTON 
Gong: Good to Soft (Soft to places) 


1.40; n NH novice (write) 

1. HARDLY J County 7-1 


2_ Boro Sovor olg n-M A Fto u n raM 6-4 fav 
3. Proper Ptfortfore R TbombM 33-1 

Ataa:2-1 RmntogWhw{Stfi). 12-1 Otago 
Heagfe 14-1 ^acksor* Hote. 40-1 Hc ta nond 
Lady Sooprana. 50-1 Brownhga Boy; 
Otabud, 66-1 Havoyotiwarri, Lrtfte Budeth. 
100-1 CacctaL 

13 ran. '/«. 27. Vh, B A (Wrtnar c/wtenut 
gekSng by Good Thymoma/ Monks Less, 
traned by Mss H Kiight atVfarrtage lor The 
Earl Cadogan). Tote: ESW; £160, £150. 
£410 DF: £800 CSF: £U9l NR: Crotec 


2 . 10 . pm If noytfs ha n efcap chaw) 
1.MAUNOOD CASTLE — RWMgerM 

Z Saras Deflgtt A Maguire 2-1 tev 

a Koo’s Pro rote a R Fterant2S-l 


Ateo: 7-2 Etahkert. 7-1 Oass of Nfoetytwo. 
Bppanca («th). Whihgton (5th). 

7 ran. Sh, 6. ahl-M. ttst (Wtrmflrb^geid- 
mg by BuaUneto out of Sanson Nua, trened 
by R Atoerte Btefotard Forum for Mrs U 
Wterrwri^it). Tote £570; £230. £2.10 DF: 
£640 CSF: £1345. 


WETHERBY 

Gang: Heavy 
lift 1.CARSURY CROSS p«cQtah)2-L 
tev; a Got Brery 9-1 ; a Demi Cretan* BZ. 
13 ran. SL 6 (J J ONbB. Foreifo) fate £260; 
E 2 oa £ 2 aa cisa dp. cnaacsF: cir/a. 
1 Jtt 1. CARDINAL. RULE (N WBamson) 
Bti fair; a Rhnr UnsMon S4; a Tbo Plwh 
10-1 4 ran. 2. dtet (Utes V YVEarra, Hare- 

fort). naa of: exaa csf: ez& 
2L2K 1 . KINGS IffASURE (ncfwri GUB9Q 
3-1 ; 2. Motiving Tl-4 fav; a Kingdom 6o*- 
panr 7-a 5 ran. 7. 2’A. (J M Jaffaraon, Maf- 
tonjLlbte £300; MU £2*1 DF: £730. CSF: 
00.78. 

2-50: 1. STEP ON EYRE (SWyrtte) 6-1:2. 
Itoung Koony 7-2; a Shara Opttaos 7-1 8 
ran. fl-tt fav Santa Cbncarto («tti).2 , /i. a 
(H Daly, Ludow). Tbte: £720; £30q £200. 
OP EMOCL CSF: £2261 
a2S: 1. KADOU NONANTAtS » Osbornfa 
7-4 fav; 2. scotttm Green 5-1; a Edmond 
5>25nm.1A(SsL(09tenvood;UpparLam- 
bown). Tbte £230; £130, S3»l DF: E5BO 

CSF: £946 




ZAO; (2m novice claiming hurdle) 
1. MYSTERIOUS ECOLOGY 


3-55: 1. SCOTMAIL LAO (N Hartoity) 13-8 
fau; Z Mtety Cteas 7-2: a Aren't Wte Lucky 
5-1 7 ran. t dtet (G M Moore, fcftfdtehamj. 
Tbte £190; £3 aQ, Ctm OF-. £5.70. CSF: 
£72a 


a Rusk. 


a Gokfcn LNy 


A P McCoy 5-2 fav 
-X Abprau 4-1 


Ptaofawt £4830. Ouadpob £2350. 
Haw 6: £18471 Place S: £095. 


-A Thornton 8-1 


Also: n-2 Treasure Dome («h), Fiver 
Fwnbar {5th). KM Msty Rata (6th), 14-1 
New Ttorker, Sotafar Cow; 33-1 Come On 
Mamma, 50-1 Anotherone lb Note, Sea Ffo 
66-1 Cattle Carrot See ftoapenty; no-i 
Captain Morris, GetTough. Rod Risk. Tbo 
Matte 


17 ran. a a IQ 2 2V«. banner grey Oy by 
Myatte out of Soofogicafy KincL trend by 
M Pipe a WfeNngton tar A J Lomasl Tbte: 
£300; £180 1200 £17U DF: £620 CSF: 
en05. Nit Normtetay Roaei 


3.10: (2m Sf John BiN chase) 

1. THg LAND AGSTT JM A Fta|sn*n 1-1 

2. MufHgsn — A Maguire 11-4 


a Wayward King. 


-T Dmcu wb a 2-1 


Also: 5-4 fav Tamurindo pufed uo 100-1 
tadtan Run (4th). 


And County out ot Noanhond. trataed by 
J tt*H at Andover for 0 I Bare). Tbte: 
EllflO; £240, ttSO DF: £846 CSF: £3806 


lingfielo 

Gatag: Standard 

IJlftl.WCKANPSBWICteONsB 

tJJO tor; a Pipe Music 5-2; a Katie's 
!!""■ ’!*■ 7 P Hedger) Tbte 
£200; £136 £156 £126 DF: £346 CSF: 
£3Sa Tricast: £1384 

ir!?, 1 } A 2^ Ay P Doe) Z-1 far; a Mare- 
*5-2; 3. Santarana T2-T 16 ran. %, & (G 
Leynfa. Tote £330: £116 Eum wan- rawn 
OF: £aiQ CSF: £863 Tricast fiaS. 

«-1; a Night City fev. 12 ran. V/., hd 

S*®! WO . £866 £156 
OF. £19556 CSF: £26204 

IWHyari) 10-1; 2. PJrfaJt 
fi^^-Pwtempa Mteel o n 4-1 10 ran. 
2. 1A. ^MachelLTWB: £970; £&*X £196 
£«6 DF: E17JU CSF: £3263 IHcast 
£71102 


V 



P McCoy 7-2 
C Maude as-1 


1 M fav; 

u Double ao-t^ 14rea 

SWS 1 5g'£2**»«*£3a6 

OF: £1126 CSF; £1032 TricosC 
CS206 


a — IMotd — I RKevanaghB-l 

PUflBd up. 8-1 Mr 


stofois 

Artthmebc, 25-1 Bam Dumicto View ( 4 th), 

If? A *S oac, > 50 ' 1 naesureland 
gh). 66-1 Jakes Justice, t»-1 Ffed 
RWBf, 


^ 0,4 tD Swbmv) « fav; 2. 

8w " 0S ** n M "' 1 11 rtn - 
£150; £uQl Man 
£386 DF: £1870. (SF : £3*^1 


14 ran. ft hd. Vh. za p/Kme rbngekSna 
to tokapoahl Kng out of M UoRhooS, 
Pain ed by R Alnor at Btendtard Fdnxnfor 
G L Porte), fate £350; £100, «;nr\ n^n 

C7a87 ' Tnate^lS 

Tats TrtfBcta: £83656 


S 5 S“ DF:MacSFi£M 


£naa Otedpot £S36 

Ptec " ■■■ raaa Place 5: E7BSL 


4.15: pm handfoep hurdte) 

1. KRABLOOWK^J GoweN*, 1 « fa* 

2- Alka International -J-Strfoom 7-1 

a Grate British xaSSC £] 


Alao: ft -2 Brush With Tto« <«h) yv-i 

gS^ImS? y?SS3?* E C-1°B 

Brevity Ftflt . 


I0 ran._7. a. nk, 3'/,. 1 (Wteier bey gefa. 

fop by Sente im of kbv Rote, trataMhL 

J teteis M feidover lor Mrs Deborah iJ? 
fart fate E2A0; £186 £276 eSqo?»? 

tw ‘S' «S 
BSSfflBaBfES* 


^the independent 

KAUING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 





972 


S239I 

973 

ESRESU 

61 9 

kutta* 
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Power is 


ready to 


take the 


big leap 



Good basic training has provided a 


foundation that could help an Irish 
teenager to hit the show jumping 


big time. By Genevieve Murphy 


ess 


# .Ci f i 


nns use 


[ ROBERT POWER is not ex- 
pected to leap immediately 
into show jumping feme and 
fortune when he competes on 
the British circuit this year. 
But the 17-year-old I rishman 

I could well be starting a journey 
in that direction under his men- 
tal; Pieter Charles, with whom 
be is now based in Hampshire. 
Charles is a stickler for 
^-correct basic training, which he 
' initially learnt in Ireland from 
^ Iris Kellett and Eddie Macken. 
He proved its effectiveness 
when riding for Britain from 
1985 to 1991 and, even more so, 
' after switching to Irish nation- 
ality and winning the 1995 
} European title. Power is bound 
‘Of to get a good grounding. 

The two riders met after 
Power won a training bursary 
through the annual Spillers 
^ Golden Saddle awards in 
Ireland. He chose to train with 
Charles. “I like the way he 
: iv.j rides and people who have 
Ween to him told me that he’s 
' very good teacher;” Power 

’V; said. 

- One of the “people” was Eric 

' - ■ : 2c: Holstein, winner of last year’s 
I :i- ; v British Grand Prix at Hick- 
* j.- v stead while he was based with 
. Charles. Holstein will again be 
campaigning from the Hamp- 
_.- : r shire farm, which is fast be- 
. _ ; /. coming the premier school for 
_■ ^ Irish show jumpers. 

... Power had some intensive 
. training there when he first 
. - arrived last May. “Robert has 
. , w ;' to learn the trade,” Charles said 
of fafe protege. “At this stage rim 
V. .. not worried about him win- 
. -V- ning, Td rather see him riding 
correctly.” 

rang The trainer does, however; 
believe in his pupfl's potential. 


“He's talented and he has a 
good head on his shoulders. I’ve 
no doubt that he wifi make a 
successful Nations Cup rider, 
lb go further than that, we all 
need some lucky breaks. I think 
Robert has the potential, but 
we’ll have to see." 

Con Power, Robert's father; 
was one of the best Irish army 
riders and a natural horse- 
man, whose daring exploits 
against the clock could have 
prompted the description of 
“Power without responsfoility^ 
Con’s inborn talents appear to 
have been passed on to both his 
offspring: Robert and his 
younger sister; Elizabeth, who 
finished fifth in last year’s 
European Pony Three-Day 
Event Championships. 

The training bursary was 
Robert Power’s first essential 
lucky break. The second came 
last November when Traxdata, 
who have been pouring money 
into show jumping sponsor- 
ship this year; added the young 
Irishman to their team of 
riders. It already included 
Charles and three Britons: 
James Fisher; Tim Stock dale 
and Stuart Harvey 

Support from this company, 
which markets recording 
equipment for CDs, means that 
Power will be based with 
Charles for the next three 
years, sharing the rides on 
about 20 horses at the Hamp- 
shire yard. He has already 
ridden Charles’s regular 
mount Traxdata TAime, into 
second place in a big con test at 
Tbweriands and has hopes of 
partnering the same horse in 
August’s Junior European 
Championships. 

Power’s progress will be 



followed eagerly by the Irish 
show jumping fraternity, who 
already regard him as a future 
star It might be a good idea for 
those who control the sport in 
Britain to take careful note as 
well 

Charles believes that British 
show jumping is in the dol- 


drums partly because “a whole 
generation has gone missing". 
He is referring to a bunch of 
riders, nowin their late 20s and 
who were once seen as great 
hopes for the future, but who 
have subsequently failed to 
makp any si gnifican t progress 
during their many years of 


competing. According to 
Charles, they should have had 
the principles of correct riding 
drummed into them. 

Rwer now has the chance to 
prove the efficacy of proper 
training. He firmly beiives that 
he has already learnt an enor- 
mous amount from Charles 


FOLKESTONE 


HYPERION 


1.00 Goodwood Cavalier 1.30 Hightown Cav- 
alier 2.00 Park Royal 230 Careysvllle 3.00 
Stone Ridge 3.30 Sprint Up 4.00 Crack Shot 


GOING: Chases - Soft (Heavy in places); hordes - Heavy 

■ Right-hand, undukttfag course with a run-in of mib furlong. 

■ Course is 6m W of town off A20i Wastenhangar station atfons 
course ADMISSION: Club & TatteraaHs EtO; Picnic Park D» per 
car plus £4 per occupant CAR PARK: Free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J Glllord 0-67 (194%), D GrteseN T1-85 
(turn N Henderson 9-27 (333%X R Rowe &€l (96%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS:. N WHSamaon IMS pOSttl, M A F3z- 
gsrakf tM2 (S2%J. P We MS (63%), R Dunwoody W4 (B2%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 103 wins in 247 races (417%). 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Berkeley Square fUXJf. Foreign Rule 
hnsoretL SDO. 


U nnl VALENTINE GORTON MAIDEN HURDLE 
l,w l (CLASS E) £2,900 4YO 2m If 110yds 

1 u GOODWOOD CAVALIEH (7) (BF) ktes V Wfcmo tl 5 

N WUansan 

2 4 RED BORDEAUX (10) J AMusi ft 5 CUemMyn 

3 TAJJEBAN (F184) C Mam Tl 5 J Magee 

4 P 7REVERHCK (14) T Geogs II 5 -S Wynne 

5 42 AMOROSO (18) N Herctereon Tl D MAFfcgenM 

6 MARQUANTE (F100) D Wrda ft 0 W Mansion 

- 8 declared - 

a. BETTING: 5-4 Anmraea.7-4 Goodwood Cavo flw, 11-2 Rad Borteaox. 
■Jb-i meban. 12-1 Thwetrtc L 33-1 Marquaote 

. FORM VERDICT 

A fair juvenie event Amoroso is the form choice, but GOOD- 
WOOD CAVALIER was rated significantly the better on Ihe Flat 
and was denied the chance ta show what he was eapaMa of 
owns » hte earty miahap last week. 


■* oa] mansion novice handicap chase 

l,JV M (CLASS F) £4,000 added 2m 

1 48356 HARDING (48) 5 Ifctor BIT® CVM* 

2 43<3M PURRJE ACE (20) N Gaactee 7 Tl 4 J GoMttabi (5) 

3 22QM lffiADF0RIEAVEN(44) RHcedSI1 1 8 FOTon 

4 KOOS WENTTTORTH (17) G Turner 7 10 3 JCuBtdy 

5 P4260 WGHTOWN CAYALER (17) R Hodcps B AJ 0 — N WHSamson 

6 CP0003 SMART GUY (4) hfe L Javel 7 00 TPaoplaap) 

7 SPPIP3 SPY DESSA (45) A Newcorri* IltD LAipM 

-7 declared - 

Mninun wepht fflfl True nandapm^tt.- /fijNwn Canter Sst 13b 
Smart Gty SW 2b SpyDeaa SstilBx 

BETTING: 9-4 Hanfiog, 3-1 Head For Heaven, 7-3 MghDown Cavaflan 5-1 
Pwpie Ac*, 133 Wentworth, 10-1 Smart Guy; 20-1 Spy Dessa 

FORM VERDICT 

Not a race to tael corfktera about with seven modest inex- 
perienced jumpers and most unproven on heavy gram Pur- 
pfe Ace has the das to ptey a big part If putting fa a cteer round, 
but HIGHTOWN CAVALIER may we* be happier on the 
Gtxnd and, with Norrmn WMamaon bodied, he metes as much 
appeal as any 


FORM VERDICT 

A poor affair which can hartfly be tackled with confid enc e 


Bratactw has less to do than □) tats. but her attitude la ques- 
tnnaUe Preference is for PARK ROYAL. wfao has las imitations, 
but did not lack sprit when the chips were down last week. 


9 qnl WILUAM HILL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £1 0,000 added 3m 2f 

1 -PPTO 8CAVO (FR) (34) (BF) D OBnan 8 it V JCdWy 

2 36C0P CHURCH LAW (t6) (D) Ms L ^tar CHS T J Morphy 

3 1PFSZ- CARETBVILLEP4^ Mites VWBamsB HO. JfWnmsun 

-3dadared- 

BETT1N&- 94 CaraysvBa, 7-4 Scavo, 114 Church Lae 
FORM VERDICT 

Scavo wl be no pushowr, but CAREYSVILLE coiid wel be 
even further ki front d the handcapper fudged on te Ayr run 
ki April He has eiwy chance of coping with the oondfions and 
making a wkwg reappearanca 


O on I CANTERBURY HANDICAP CHASE 
■ -I (CLASS F) £3,000 added 2m 5f 

1 P3PP1 SPRINT UP (FR) (15) MPpe 511 » APMcCoyB 

2 ■ MS31 TOST M3TANCE (11) fCOD) D Gnssel B It S (Ttoi) 

Mr R Fontabl (5) 

3 PP-PPO ALLO GEORGE (17) (D) A fto-cart* C H 6.AI A Rtz^pn*! 

4 -35L® ORPHAN SPA (11) G MoCaurt BH2 E Husband 

5 &PG33 CANT SAY (11) J U Brafey 7 D II B Fenton 

6 P2J3P2 RWER GALA (14) R htidQaS 9 10 9 PHnOoy 

7 3-2423 UPHAFHTS FABLE (14) (□) T Gauge B O 9 TJenks 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 154 Ffest bBtenca, 4-1 Sprint lip, B-1 Cart Say, S-1 Orphan 
Spa, 7-1 Rtver Gab, LyphanTs Fbbto, 8-1 ADo Gaorge 


FORM VERDICT 


No reason to look beyond the obvious here, with FIRST IN- 
STANCE Btsly to run a big race and set the others a stiH slan- 
dard to aim at ABo George coid be a speculative alternative. 


|o nnl NORTH FORELAND SELUNG HUR- 
g,w l DLE (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m If 
110 yds 

1 0-6643 HOTSPUR BTRST (17) E L Janes 7 11 D — 

Ifias S Smwrth (7) B 

2 -343*1 MCLMXflON (11) (CD) Urs L Jewel 5 II 5 AUttgJre 

3 OOP- COASTGUARDS HERO (FI) B ftaroe 6 It 3JU Batchetar (S) 

4 I AMT MSBEHKV1N Msa Z DBHSCn 7 11 3 CMaucto 

a SID- M0V10UGH RBB. (3aS| J Long 6 11 3 BFbnton 

6 0641 FW8C ROtfAL (9) P Sufir 4 n E MAFfizgenM 

7 2F064 BflETECHE (FR) (14) M Rpe 4 K) D_ RGwoaV 

-7 dedared- 

BETT1NG: 74 PBritRoyN,»4lndbi«lcn,M Madia, B-l HotopwSra. 
19-1 Coastsyords Hem, Moytaugh Rebel, 25-1 1 AM Hsbahavfn 


} nnl HBLB GOODWINS HANDICAP HURDLE 
>,uu l (CLASS F) E2,250 added 2m If 110yds 

2- 1TO FALMOUTH BAY (27) E L James V 11 12 J R Knamj^i 

3- SF2D R3RT KNOX (S3) (D) R Flower B 11 3 PHds 

we, FORBGNRULE(34)(Cffl JJentansait 1 A P McCoy V 

IP-xn TDRANGAftl) U &acfebtk7 t)i (Tbd Jt Sbdhafena V 
■63420 5TOieraDGE(2<9JPe»e7DO N vnamnn 

045 BERKELEY SQUARE (90) C W»dcn 4 10 0 J GoMaTein (5) B 


Afirwrosn welgftt nut True hantfcap trelflrtrBertelBy Square 9S 9b. 
BETTING: 94 'bpanga, 3-1 Foreign Roto, 7-2 Falmouth Bay, 94 SUna 
RMgs, 6-1 Fort Knaa, 12-1 Bartatay Square 

FORM VERDICT 

There are obdous reservaUtxn about al sk rumere. Stone Rktga 
has sound claims, but is not one about whom to take a short 
price FOREIGN RULE Is the choice h the hope that the cali- 
bration of a visor and the assistance of the champion Jockey 
wfl trigger a revfvpL 


4 nn ASHFORD MARES STANDARD NH 
-J FLAT RACE (H) £1,750 2m If 110yds 

1 1 CRACK SHOT (17) (D)J Nevis 5 lit UrR ForisSal (5) 

2 FfR D Mont 5 11 4 SKa*y(5) 

3 AJSTABBI G IfcCouri 5 H 4 G E SniBi (5J 

4 PUIIIPrON DIPLOMA Mss Z Denson 6 11 4 _JBrA hvfaie (7) 

5 TWWMHG8 GROVE T George 6 11 4 UrNFshly(7] 

6 GK3 F Gray 4 06 M Batchelor (5) 

7 REPUNZB. N Gassbe 4 D6 0Ucf>tefl(5) 

-7 declared - 

SETTING: 2-5 Creek Shot 9-1 Rspuneri, 12-1 HB, JusadbL 15-1 Ptump- 
hm Dipfoma, TWinrings Grave, Gfgl 


FORM VERDICT 


This looka a wsak bunper on paper, with none of the unraced 
rurmere making much appeal so CRACK SHOT is hard to op- 
pose: 


SOUTHWELL 


HYPERION 

12.50 Cashaplenty 1.20 Copper Shell 1.50 
Jaraab 2.20 China Castle 2-50 Broctune Line 
3.20 Elton Ledger 3.50 Royal Preview 


FORM VERDICT 

The corrUnatfon of poor horses and amateur riders makes for 
a tricky atari to ihe day tar putters Clouds of Glory is a dark 
horse who can mprove at the trip, but the tip is BLOOMING 
AMAZING, who made an ancoragine comeback over an In- 
adequate tnp tea bme 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Inside. 

□RAW ADVANTAGE: High best St low best 6f to m 

■ Fbresand surface: left-hand sharp, oval course^ 

■ Course is Sm W of Newark. Ftoleston Junction echoing coue& 

ADMISSION: Club M2: Tatteraate EB (OAP members of cone* 

Ctanwrid C»ub C4. accompanied under- 168 treo). CAR PARKz Fmn 
M LEADING TRAWERS: M Jolwwton 42-2T1 pB9%), J Eyre 4J -280 
(Mfi 1 ^ S R Bowing 4DG78 ffiftfcO, R HoUrtMnad^ 37-375 (99%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Guinn 39-450 pTV,), J Weaver 37-217 
(fTfrit). L Chamock 33-356 (92%), G Duflldd 31-234 

■ FAVOURITES: 466 whs in L364 races (342%). 

HJ NKERED RRST HUE: TMBgM^ Sleep (ISG. SBpMrwm (13ft No 
More Pressure (m Sounds Sweet (3J5tt Slwino (vteoiwt aag. 


| <0 ehl BUTTERCUP AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) (DIV 1) £2^00 1m 3f 


1 oomO- POKfflBCHOOL(il2(8 MRBastey5117 — MiSBadqrB 

2 B0&5 HLD0lwaJIII«N8WWJLE||eS1l5Ji»OtaMl0 

, mma MMwuKRninrani.iftEarn7ii3 UmLPeeraeS 


3 2066ft- GROOMS GOLD (BO) J Ifcaica 7 11 3 JtoLPero3 

* 04040 ODUK0f ! a0mtl4JM^4DC^TSB*kminnS 
5 06333- HEPTON (») PT *9» Mrt4 


4 on ] BUTTERCUP AMATEURS HANDICAP 
""I (CLASS G) (DIV II) £2,500 1m 3f 

1 4350-0 SAFI (13) 0 McCain 4 it 7 Mr D DUtanson (7) 1 

2 QO-fi 

llr 5 Strongs (3) 4 

3 5400ft- AJDAR(A33)|Ca))MnSLaniym»BniJlrSDctaonp)B 

4 03164- OUT ON A PROMISE frJ7B) B Writad 7 x "B-Uni 3 BosJay 3 

5 WOO IflffTUSp) UOiflprian6D9 MrJTtaaiBP)2 

6 56000- TIM (JBfl P Boaen -i D 7 -JDss P Jones 6 

7 40004- XYIEM (SB) JPswceBDfi MmLPfiarce7 

6 6049F ESSANDESSfl^(BF)JL^rs4tt4 MsbDJbiw* 

9 04000- AMBBEXTROUS p7) (0) E Alston 7 t)0 »JCro*tey5 

D W»o SAMJM00RDENM (4) (C)SR Baaing C9G - 

lire U Morris (3) 10 

it OOB04- DOUBLEECHO (2fl(CD) J BsBsl 11 OBJfcl Mongsnp) 11 

12 00006 OTJQ OTT (13) R Han*i 5 9 4 JSBeDA*pen(7)12 

-IZdadarad- 

flETTTNG: M CoppwShrt, 5-1 Xtfim, Esaantte*. W Aniddatreire. 
7-1 TU, M Safi, Out On A PranfM, 1M otoere 

FORM VERDICT 

The in-fann hurdar OUT ON A PfiOMBC b the suggestion in 
another race best avoided by puritan Copper Shed, who dkJ 
notteJhomewwamlaadmand Double Echo look best 
of the rest 


[9 on I RENTOKIL TROPICAL PLANTS GUILD 
1.--— .1 CLASSIRED STAKES (D) £5^50 1m 41 

1 DGQ- PHBJ3SOPHCP0UHL Jewel 597 R Price 4 

2 4000-1 CMNACASTl£(4)(CD]PHadariB9 3 il TaCboUl 

3 042D- HUAL (2S) (CD) Mrs ASuonbsnkGSS HDa/2 

A t320& IXSAMnOS (95) (D) N Chance 5 B 1 JDSm«i(3)3 

-4dsdared- 

BETTUiG: 4-6 CNna Casfle, 4-1 HU, 5-1 PtftmtMc. 7-1 Lynodroe 

FORM VERDICT 

WHh the yard In good farm and CHINA CASTLE coifimdng his 
vrefl being here recently, he is taken to record Ns ninth course 
victory, at the chief arpenae of FBaL 


ss® 1 




'a 0B333- ffiPTONp4)PF) Asmara 4 ww 

6 0QG2- CASHAHSfTVpi9(BF)NllliiBcUBta-llrJ&ter(J)B 

7 43404- COlilSOriOICEMJS(W(hBS®3- ll * B,T ®l J,ia, * , flW 7 

8 444M QUB8UNQ(BKQnretinJ59i3__ — UJasABsey2 V 

9 00056 TlWISnM^P3)OCaiU79D-.-MteD« MnP)g 

10 00D60 HGHSPEBD (4) P Felgafi 7 9 5 _ IfrJ Crowley 1 

n mm HOOST HOPE (56) icq Ms S Larymi g 

HrlMangn(q4 

12 54000 J 1 - 1 *™ 4 9 3 — Mr* M Morris (3) 13 

u joooo- FtGHTUI 5QUADRON (200) (C) R PeactxA P 9 3 - 

Ml*C PB3COCK p) 11 B 

- u declared - 
AMnun » 3fa 7m 

BETTING-' 7-4 CasbapM^ 5i2 aeomtog Areadna, 8-1 PekerSchaal, 
OuiUAig, 12-1 Sreosa GoW, OofcreOiolca. 14-1 othem 


DAISY CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 

£2,750 added 2m Penally Vdlue £2,036 

«SBt- JARAAB (41) (CO) 1*55 S Wtor 393 ^WMwwUj4V 

20004 SHAWtAM (7) M Chapman 76 Q GFadkner p)3 

OtXWTWUWT SLEEP (8) CKaiBtS 78h .TWMams5B 

0306 SUPSnCAM(10)GUeCcret3BB T8n«i(q2B 

46006 rajDNY(1»RBidJwlon4 06 J>Brerfcyp}1 


BETTPiG: 1-4 Jaraatx 7-1 ShahraiL &-1 Slipstream. 14-1 TwBglil Steep. 
86-1 Ftfony 

FORM VERDICT 

R b dffloA to get away from JARAAB but he M not going 10 
represent any vake and the beat bd might be to back one agartst 
him each-way Stipstream la Just pretemed to Twilight Seep 
tar that Mnd of wagat 


9 cnl RENTOKIL TROPICAL PLANTS DES- 
— . -J PATCH HANDICAP (E) £4,000 1m 

1 051- EUR0UNK M0US5MCA (34) J L Eyra 4 9 1! — CLndhvB 

2 44063 GOOMSGHAM PARK (4) (CD) P Ffergda 7 B 12 -G ParUn 15 

3 1046 WiARNEYJAZZ(13)(CD)NLbrTXXfcn499LJP^jB»Mrp56 

4 TtJS- YEOMAN OlAFfflpB) (CD) BMdsfehcn698 JfC0d«*w 13 B 

5 0400-2 ^AYA MAJTE (7) (CD) 5 R Bwrmg 597 G9hanga12 

8 D00-26 IMOfLSD (7) (CO) □ Chapmans 97 ..JFmntag8 

7 VIM- GHEBI BOPKRfMB (CD BF) G VUQOdwORf G 9 G 

P Rotu p) 7 

8 20042- EnOCTUNEUNE(163) (CDBF) MreMRMtaySBQ 

ACu8m2B 

8 00200- CZAR WARS(24] Ptttal 466 OSMMNyl 

V 2320-2 UtSS ALL ALONE (13) J 4 88 — TSprafctSB 

11 01000- PLEASAKT DREAMS (24) (D) DSnVh 486- J-ChamecinO 

tl 00005- ABUSAM HAH pq AT Mrapfhy 466 Doan IfcKnwn 4 

13 00052- MGKT AUCTION pOJBRsAng 48 5 JOrimill 

M 4SM6 ZALCfTTO (*) (C) M Befcy 584 TWOaresSB 

fi 33526 AKRPOUH(4)RHc*nEheal580 PUQukn(7)M 

-I5dactarad- 

BETTWGiM SaaTfta Matts, 6-1 Godmereton Park. 1M Mbs AH Alone, 
8-1 &m*ik HgureNca.'bkhld, Night AnettaLlW VtananOBv^Brot- 
tun* Line, 12-1 ethers 


jo Of) I BLUEBELL SELUNG STAKES (CLASS 
°-^ u l G) £2,500 added 7f 

1 mt-4 ELTONlB)Gai(7)(CDBF)UaNMscaiay1194JtPrica7V 

2 ABSOLUTE MAJORITY BCwfey 4 8 18 — JPSpmcw(3)6 

3 04055 AMeSOMEVBnUE(qfCD)MOwpren98QJVOu9wDe9 

4 OOOOO BXnONnUK(qKConteriod58l2 J Boday (7) 5 

5 5520-6 DETROIT CITY (7) (D) Bfahwtl4BE — _ — JfMmll 

B 000/D- DBOLA(132) JWfere«rigN4B 12. J McAufey (7) 3 

7 6000CF DREAM CARREI |2IQ) (CQ R FUcock fl8 R.T ^mta IB 

B D0046 RAlWOLAflO) (D) Lh LJewel4flO RCochremIS 

9 00500- HBHWAV(14Z)0Smtti5B12 CLrretfwrlZ 

V 00300- CMTEF (J14) (CO) T Easterly 4 B 12 L Chamock 10 

It 20402- NO HOHE PRESSURE (137) B Wainti 5 B t2 _s IhuwnB 4 B 

12 OOftOO SOUABip)RMBVh4B12 T G Udjogtdki 2 

Q 00040- DEWOIF (3S) P IfeWn 4 8 7 A dark 3 V 

- 13 dsefuad - 

BETTING: 11-10 Bton Ledgai. 7-1 rraTM,B-1 Absolute Majority EMnxt 
Cty, io-1 De-Wui, 1«-l Awanoea Vantm, FteGele, Wghway No More 
Pressure, ^20-1 oBwte 

FORM VERDICT 

NO MORE PRESSURE is □ specubbve sefacUon h a race where 
most of the field are out of tamt; ha would have excetenl ctakns 
Ori ha Old ferm and has been rumng as if r«ainig his ab&ty 
in Jersey. Elton Ledger is a starting dm here and has tte most 
ssfid claims, whde I’m Tef to capeble of runnhg away with the 
on his best farm 


FORM VERDICT 

A race with very few potential “artprcNers 1 ", to why net Bide with 
the fa-farm YEOMAN OLIVER. He ran wel over the C&D last 
time, and with Ray Cochrane taking CnV fa the aadcSe, this t*«r- 
acter can pul hfe best toot forward. TMrhfld and G o tbnereha m 
Peril are he dangers. 


jo c nl SPEEDWELL BLUE HANDICAP (CLASS 
°* ou l F) £3,000 added 3YO 6f 

1 50001 BYNNAP5)(D)SCWwrts07 WRyaiS 

2 3«m- DOIE AND DUSTED (30) (O RBrafaortn 9 7^ . ^ Norton 4 

3 6QCOO- MUCHO COLOR (178) S Bearing 9 7. C Hague (3) 2 

4 01433- 0PF HHE (28) C Smih 9 7 CCog*n(7)5 

5 050-1 ROWLPRBnEWMUBelBSjBa) .GR»fcnarp)1 

B 00065 HOT POTATO (1^ C Snrih B 3 JMeAi*y(7)6 

7 00006 STARVINE(6) REpkarBS— — — PFreaeySV 

6 0004- C0MPLMBfTARr(5B) WHaggesfif JldaB 

9 40000 SOJHS SWEET (B)D5ha«r7D __APoKp)7B 

-Sdadared- 

mknmi*!&£7X1&7Mhant^we^Scunc*Sv^7am 
BETTING: 54 Done And Duated, 3-1 Xayma,7-a Royal Prwrfnw, 152 
M tfra. B-1 Mudho Cotac 12-1 Hcf Potato, CcmpBrnw Aw y. 16-1 othere 


FORM VERDICT 

Few make much appeal here, but ROYAL PREVIEW and Xeyn- 
na have been in winrang tamn at Lingfieid and Mchaal BeCs Al- 
iy a preferred because ehe is urexposed and open to 
I mprovement 




Warrington 
lure Hunte 


from Hull 


ALAN HUNTE has set himself 
the target of reclaiming his 
Great Britain place after 
becoming Warrington’s key 
signing for the coming Super 
League season. 

Hunte, released by Hull with 
12 months of his contract still 
to run, hasjraned Warrington on 
a three-year deal, despite look- 
ing hkeiy to switch to rugby 
union at one stage. 

The Wolves' coach, Danyi 
Van deV^de, pounced when the 
proposed deal, part-financed 
by the Rugby FbotbaU Union, 
collapsed and acclaimed Hunte 
as “a great signing for the 
chib” yesterday. 

“Everyone knows that the 
rugby union thing was going on. 
It seemed quite interesting so 
I stayed with it to see what the 
outcome would be, but Danyi 
impressed me with what he had 
to say,” Hunte said “All the 
ingredients at Warrington are 
right for success and I was 
pleased to put pen to paper.” 

Hunte had an unsettled 1998 
season after moving from St 
Helens to Hull, missing out on 
selection for the series against 
New Zealand after previously 
winning 15 caps for Ids country. 

“It was disappointing to lose 
my Great Britain spot last sea- 
son, but there was no argument 
about the feet that Andy Good- 
way was picking form players 
and it wasn’t the best season 
I’ve had," said the 22-year-old 
“I don't doubt I can get nqy place 
back, but it’s not all down to me. 
You've got to be playing for a 
successful club” 

With Hunte on board that is 


by Dave hadfield 


what Van de Velde, who first 
tried to sign him as an IB-year- 
old when he was coach at 
Castleford believes Warring- 
ton can be. 

“We were looking fora strike 
player and that’s what we need- 
ed if we are really to challenge 
for honours. We have the play- 
ers now to give us a good range 
of attacking options," he said 

“It also shows that there is 
some financial stability back at 
the club. We were treading 
water last year: but this is a big 
statement of confidence in the 
future." 

Hunte will make his War- 
rington debut in the friendly 
against St Helens, the dub he 

joined instead of signing for Vfen 

de Velde at Castleford, on 29 
January. 

Meanwhile, Warrington have 
told Castleford that they must 
pay £25,000 if they want to sign 
the 18-year-old Scottish in- 
ternational half-back, John 
Duffy. Warrington want Dufiy to 
stay but fear he is intent on leav- 
ing. 

Bramley's new coach, Mike 
fbrd has signed the hooker 
Richard Bussed who has been 
released by Castleford where 
they played beside each other. 

Last season's Second Divi- 
sion champions, the Lan- 
cashire Lynx, are leaving 
Preston North End’s Deepdaie 
to move back to their old home 
at Victory Park in Choriey for 
the 1999 season. 


Jackson plans 
busy schedule 


Robert Power prepares for a career that could make him a household name In showjumping Robert HaUam 


and he has the good sense to 
know that success does not 
come easily at afl. With the help 
of his astute trainer- coupled 
with a few more lucky breaks 
- Power’s own application and 
natural talent should eventually 
take him right to the top of the 
ladder 


COLIN JACKSON has mapped 
out an ambitious campaign to 
silence his critics this year. 
Britain’s 110 metres hurdles 
stalwart came in for criticism 
after deciding not to run in the 
Commonwealth Games. But 
he is beginning his preparations 
for this year’s World Champion- 
ships in Spain with a hectic 
indoor season. 

Jackson revealed in Birm- 
ingham yesterday that he will 
compete in seven meetings 
before taking part in the BUPA 
Indoor Grand Prix at the 
National Indoor Arena next 
month. u It is nice to prove 
people wrong, and that is my 
intention this year;” Jackson 
said. “Obviously, I have bad a 
change of plan. I did say I 
would never race indoors again, 
yet here I am again preparing 
for the indoor drcuiL 

“It is a very important year 
for me and this is the reason why 
I feel it is important to race in- 
doors. rm concentrating on the 
Seville World Championships. It 
is important to get bad: (xi to the 
wodd stage and win that outdoor 
title in Seville.” 

In Birmingham’s 60m 
hurdles he will face a quality 
field headed ty the American 
indoor specialist, Courtney 
Hawkins. The 19% world indoor 
silver medallist has previously 
beaten Jackson and that is 
another reason why the Welsh - 


BY DERRICK WHYTE 


man is so keen to perform welL 

The men’s 60m meanwhile, 
will feature Canada's double 
world indoor sprint champion, 
Bruny Surin, who will be up 
against his Greek rival, 
Haralambos Papadias. 

The Russian Irina Privalova 
will make her first visit to 
Britain since breaking the N1A 
stadium record for the women's 
60m in 1995. She heads the 
60m field, which also includes 
the world indoor 60m silver 
medallist Chandra S turnip and 
her fellow Bahamas athlete 
Sevatheda Fynes, the 100m 
bronze medallist in Athens. 

Darren Campbell the Euro- 
pean 100m gold medallist, will 
compete indoors for the first 
time in three years at the AAA 
Indoor Champio nship s, also in 
Birmingham. Campbell races 
over 60m at the NIA on 30 and 
31 January. 

The meeting doubles as a 
trial for the indoor world cham- 
pionships and the appearance 
of Campbell John Regis and 
Christian Malcolm will raise its 
profile. It was thought that 
Campbell, like most of Britain's 
top sprinters, would miss the in- 
door season. But he too will be 
using ittoget into shape for the' 
outdoor season. 


Hightown helped 
by Clifton forces 


THIS SEASON’S Indoor Pre- 
mier League gets under way 
this weekend at the Perdiswell 
Leisure Centre, Warcester with 
the First and Second Divisions 
completing their programmes. 

The England striker Tina 
Cullen will be leading a High- 
town squad which includes her 
fellow international the Royal 
Air Fbrce officer Lucy New- 
combe,who currently plays her 
outdoor hockey with Clifton. 
Also guesting from the Clifton 
dub will be the high-scoring 
Denise Marston-Staith, but they 
will be without Michelle Liptrot, 
who lost the top of a finger in 
Hightown’s abandoned Cup 
game last Sunday. 

The defending champions, 
Slough, will be without Karen 
Brown for this year’s competi- 
tion; she is giving a miss to the 
indoor season and there are 
doubts about the availability of 
theTOdsh international Lauren 
W illiams . The six Premier 
League teams play each other 
over the two days, with the top 
four going into a play-off at 


By bill Colwdll 


Crystal Palace on the weekend 
be ginning so January. 

High-scoring Canterbury 
lead the way in the First Divi- 
sion, on goal difference from 
Old Loughtonians. Mel 
Clewlow has been in devastat- 
ing form for the Kentish side, 
scoring 15 goals in their first 
four games, while Linda Webb 


times for St Austell in the Sec- 
ond Division. The Cornish side, 

however; only start in third 


Students lead the way on goal 
difference from CKfton. 

■ John Wright, the Havant 


vanfs men to two National 
League titles and an HA Cup 
win in the early 1990s, has died 

at his home at the age of 59 
After leaving Havant’s men! 
Wright coached Zimbabwe and 
Greece, before returning to 
En gla n d fast yean 


M 


Wuw-'j'i.w' 
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Palace pay a high price for Goldberg’s coup 

wihn in recent weeks 1 


IT WAS less than two years ago that 
Ron Noades. the former chairman 
and owner of Crystal Palace, took a 
telephone call from a man who said 
he was a lifelong fan of the club and 
had plans to transform it Noades 
had never heard of the caller but 
soon discovered the potential 
investor was a moderately wealthy 
businessman and entered into 
negotiations about how they might 
work together. Marie Goldberg duly 
realised his dream when be bought 
the club from Noades last summer; 
but the transformation of the club 
has not been quite what he had in 
mind. 

Goldbeig spent a large part of yes- 
terday negotiating the departure of 
Terry Venables, the man be brought 
in to be the club's saviour following 
their relegation from the Premiership 
last summer Not only have the team 
failed to perform on the pitch since 
the much-heralded return of the for- 
mer England manager but the dub’s 
finances have been severely 
stretched and Goldberg’s dream has 
become ever more distant 

Although by 1997 Goldberg was a 


_ dan Petrie, who in recent weeks has 

High-profile takeover of south London dub has resulted in turmoil on and off the pitch. By Nick Hams not 0 bee ^^® f ^^^^ n e 

-9-*=k«sks: aS^SMSS' 


major shareholder in a successful 
camputerremntonento^^ 
Inte rnational, he had a less than glit- 
tering business past fa 1991 he 
severe financial problems when his 
Brighfon-basedhotelbusines^Aqua- 

marrne, and fllTSR &pp raotmprfe -fr)e 


company that became MSB Interaa- 
tional-were put into voluntary cred- 
itors’ liquidation. “I was too busy 
winning business and didn’t pay at- 
tention to the money side,” he was 
later quoted as saying 
Goldberg's takeover of Palace 


was hardly a straightforward affair 
He becameadiredior(£Palace in Au- 
gust 1997, putting £3m into the dub, 
which gave him an option tobqy it for 
£30m ox; in the event that he would 
be unable to do so, to have a 10 per 
cent stake for his investment Nego- 



PALACE'S TRANSFERS UNDER VENABLES 


Goldberg: Paid over the odds 


IN 

Lam Bradbury From Man Gey ..£f-5m 
David Amsatefn 

Beitar Jerusalem (Isr) £880,000 

Craig Moore Rangers £800,000 

Sun Jfhal and Rw Zhtji 

Dalian Wanda and Shanghai Shenhua 

(China) combined £1 ,350,000 

Matthew Gregg Torquay ....£*00,000 

Gordan Pacrfc Rangers £300,000 

Nicky Rizzo Liverpool £300,000 

Mathias Swenson 

Urol Innsbrook (Aut) £200,000 

Dean Austin Tottenham free 

Walter Del Rfo Boca Jnrs (Arg) .irae 

Andy TUrner Portsmouth free 

Crafg Foster .....free agent 

Paul Harries - Tree agent 

TOTAL ... - . £5.65m 


OUT 

Nell Shipper ley to N Forest ...XI .5m 

Mare Edmrtliy Coventry ... £ 1 . 2 m 

Valerian Kmaci Lens £1.2m 

Dean Gordon M’brougfi ... .£900,000 

Pud Warfnvtt Bolton .£3*00,000 

Hermann Hraldarsson 

Brentford .£750,000 

Brace Dyer Barnsley £700,000 

Tbay Folan Brentford £100,000 

Robert Oulnn and Danny BoxaU 

Brentford combined £40,000 

Carlo Nash Stockport — free 

Michele Padovano Metz free 

TOTAL £7.1 9m 


tiatious for his purchase of the dub 
(fragged on as Goldberg tried to 
come up with the money. Noades 
eventually dropped the price to 
S22JSm, but even when Goldberg sold 

his 2Jini shares in MSB, he was still 
short of the capital he needed. Noad- 
es loaned him £4Jjm to cc&npiete the 

riaal (and elan fry ngri et Smto 

keep their then £5m overdraft at 
bay). The takeover was finally com- 

pleted in June last year Yet even 
Noades admitted his buyer had paid 
over the odds, leaving himself with- 
out the working capital to turn the 
team around 

After gabimg control. Goldberg 
made much of his five-year plan for 
the <dub and spoke ambitiously 
about the future. However; the £iOm 
for transfers which Venables said 

had been promised failed to mate- 
rialise. Instead, players were sold for 

a total of more than £7m, although 
nearly £6m was reinvested in the 
transfer market 

One of the problems for any dub 


wage bill based on Premiership m- 

<»me. White aeparturein the au- 
tumn of men Eke Michele Padovano 

^Tfel .5T^TqT>ndh^p edtort(fooe 

palace's costs, some of the incoming 


ofwages.Bforeova;asCtakfoergin- 
cficated when he complained about 
having a 40-strong squad, the shea- 
size of the playing staff has deaity 

been a drain on resources. 

The wisdom of some of the sign- 
ings is also opai to question. Having 
soW Dean Gordon for £900,000, Mace 


an Israeli international who cost 
£800,000. He has started only six 
matches so fee and so is unlikely to 

have his wxjrkpennft renewed, vfinth 

could see him leave without a trans- 
fer fee being paid. Palace also spent 
£400,000 in October on a goalkeeper; 
Matthew Gregg, an 19-yeaPoId from 
Torq u ay who has yet to play for the 
first foam The following month 
£300,000 was paid to Rangers for Got- 


Record-breaker 
Ford targets 
1,000-game mark 

Harold Wilson was at No 10 when Mansfield’s veteran wing-back 
played the first of his 824 Football League games. By Phil Shaw 


LAST WEEKEND, Grandstand 
interviewed him and replayed two of 
his long-forgotten goals, while the 
shock-horror revelation that he oc- 
casionally eats fish and chips made 
the News of the World. After nearly 
a quarter of a century of unstinting 
but unsung service, Tbny Ford is an 
overnight success. 

Four months away from his 40th 
birthday. Ford cannot burn off 
opponents as he didin his prime. But, 
if he is in his usual wing-back berth 
for Mansfield Town at Plymouth 
tomorrow, he will breeze past Terry 
Paine, the former England winger 
with whom he now shares the record 
for an outfield player of 824 appear- 
ances in English League football 

Ford's career spans a period of 
great upheaval within the sport and 
society. When he first turned out in 
the reserves for his home-town dub, 
Grimsby, at 15, there was no Sky, no 
sponsors or all-sea ter stadiums. The 
most exotic imports were Scots and 
the only agents were of the 007 va- 
riety. Ron Atkinson was cutting his 
managerial teeth with Cambridge 
and Manchester United were in the 
old Second Division. Sir Stanley 
Matthews, whose No 7 shirt Ford 


would inherit at Stoke, had been re- 
tired only 10 years. 

Harold Wilson was ensconced in 
Downing Street, unperturbed by 
the advent erf Margaret Thatcher as 
Tory leader. The last American 
troops were airlifted out of Vietnam 
as the war ended. Charlie Chaplin 
was knighted and Arthur Ashe won 
Wimbledon, where the local football 
dub beat Atherstone to clinch the 
Southern League title. 

Despite being part of a success- 
ful side at grammar school. Ford 
planned to take an engineering 
course when he left He had set foot 
on a League pitch only to join the 
pitch invasion when Grimsby won 
the Fourth Division title as he was 
about to become a teenager Then 
the Mariners’ manager Tommy 
Casey invited him to play for the sec- 
ond team and was sufficiently 
impressed to sign him during the 
summer. 

Ford had not readied 16 and a half 
and was earning £10 a week when 
(fasey blooded hbnatWalsaIL.lt was 
1975: so long ago that the ground, like 
those of two of his dubs. Stoke and 
Sunderland, has long since been bull- 
dozed into oblivion, “I just remem- 


LONG-PLAYING RECORDS 


ALL-TIME TOP 10 
OUTFIELD PLAYERS 
824: Tkwy Ford 

1975 to dare GrtmstM Sunderland. Snow, West 
Brormrafch. Bradford at* Scunthorpe. Mansfield 
82*: Harry PMm 
1957-77- Southampton. Hereford 
795: Tbinmf Hutchison 

1965- 91: Blackpool. Coven tty, Manchester City. 
Burnley. Swansea 

782: RoHh Janos 

1973-94: Swansea. 5tt*e. OPR. Leicester. Brad- 
ford Gt>. Cardiff 

777: Aba Oakes 

1 959- 84: Manchester Qty. Chester. Port Vae 

770: John IVoflope 

1960- B0- Swindon 

76fc Jimmy Dickinson 
1 946-55. ftutsmoum 

761: Hoy Sanson 
1950-72: Port Vale 

758: BlUf Bonds 
1964-88: Charlton. West Ham 

757: Fnmk WortUnfton 

1966- 88: Huddersfield. Leicester. Bolton. Blrm- 
■ham. Leeds. Sunderland. Southampton. 

item. Tran mere, Preston. Stockport 


mjjhar 

Bright 


ALL-TIME TOP THREE 
GOALKEEPERS 
1,005: PeMr SMUao 

1966-97: Leicester. Stake. Nottingham Forest. 
Southampton. Derby: Plymouth. Bolton. Orient 

758: fby Ctem oa c e 

1966-87: Scunthorpe. Liverpool. Tottenham 

691: Join BurrMft 

1968-95'. Workington. Blackpool. Aston Vila. 
Southend. Crystal Palace. OPR. Wolves. Derby. 
Sheffield Utd. Southampton. Newcastle, Scar- 
borough. Lincoln. Manchester City, Darlington 


TOP 20 CURRENT PLAYERS 
824? Tony r o iil 

1975 to date Cage 39J: Grimsby. Sunderland, 
Stoke. West Bromwich. Bradford Oty Scunthorpe. 
Mansfield 

737: Seooe Brae* 

1979 ta date (age 381. Gflngham. htarwWt, Man- 
chester Utd. Sheffield Utd 

660: Gorabst MRTHoms 

1980 bo date (age 37): Bristol Rovers. Derby, 
Ipswich. Colchester 


653: Dm BeaM* 

1979 to date (age 39): Wimbledon, Newcastle. 
Chelsea. Grimsby. Wolves. Southampton. Not- 
tingham Forest 

647: NewfDe Southall 

1 980 ta date (age 40): Bury, Evenm. Port Vale. 
Southend. Stoke. Torquay 

Vtkt Rob Newman 

1981 to date (age 35|: Bristol Qty Norwich. 
Wigan. Southend 

639: Co Da Qreeaall 

1980 to date (age 35J: Blackpool, GJIOngham. 
Oxford Utd. BuryPresnn. Chester. Lincoln, Wigan 
638: Peter Beards ley 

1 979 to dare (age 37): Carlisle. Newcastle. Liv- 
erpool. Everton. Newcastle. Bolton. Manches- 
ter aty. Fulham. Hartlepool 

632: Nefl Radfearn 

1982 to date (age 33): Bofion. Lincoln. Doncastec 
Crystal Palace. Watford. Oldham. Barnsley: 
Chariton 

619: Dan Watson 

1 980 to date (age 37J: Norwich. Ever ton 

606: Stem Optaodc 

1977 to date (age 41): Chesterfield. Liverpool. 
Shrewsbury. Coventry 

606: Jim Stuunl 

1980 to date (age 36): Fulham. Chariton. 
Southend. Fulham. Gllfngtiam 

603: David Seaman 

1982 to date (age 35): Peterborough. Birm- 
ingham. OPR. Arsenal 

602: Brian B orrow 

1981 to date (age 38): Everton. Bolton. Coven- 
try Bristol Oty. Swindon 

601: Hwto Hodge* 

1978 to date (age 38): Plymouth. Ibrquay 

593: John Lukfc 

1979 to date (age 38): Leeds. Arsenal. Leeds 
Arsenal 

591: tay Adcock 

1980 to date (age 35); Cotchestec Manchester 
Oty: Northampton. Bradford Qty: Northampton. 
Peterborough. LJiton. Colchester 

590: Noel Bloke 

1979 to date [age 371: Aston Villa. Shrewsbury. 
Birmingham, Forcancuot. Leeds. Stoke, Brad- 
ford uty. Ere ter 

590: Ian Rush 

1978 to date (age 37): Chester. Liverpool Leeds. 
Newcastle. Sheffield utd, Wrexham 
585 - Coin f ihb f mill 

1981 to date (age 33): Mansfield. Swindon. Tot- 
tenham 

Research: PM Shew ana Simon BraHOury 


befit was very fast/’ he said. “I was 
thrown on for a few minutes and it 
went by in a blur.” 

Left-backs began to say much the 
same of Fbrd, whose pace was a fey 
factor in Grimsby’s successive pro- 
motions in 1979 and *80. After spells 
with Sunderland (on loan), Stoke 
(where he formed a strong part- 
nership with Lee Dixon) and West 
Bromwich (with whom he won two 
England B caps alongside David 
Platt, Paul Gascoigne and Steve 
Bull), he returned to Blundell Parte 
Later it was on to Bradford City 
(again on loan), Scunthorpe and 
Mansfield, where he is also assistant 
to a progressive young manager, 
Steve Parkin. 

“Fve played at every dub except 
Tottenham, Wycombe and Blackpool, 
if not at all the new stadiums, and 
in every position except goalkeeper 
Grimsby switched me to centre- 
forward one season. Stoke used me 
at centre-half once, and I’ve played 
left wing and both fall-back rotes. Fve 
been hteky in that I’ve only ever had 
two injury lay-offs of five weeks 
each. The hernia and knee ops I had 
were done during the summer" 

The relationship between fitness 
and food was less well documented 
when Ford was starting out,* he 
recalls downing a fillet steak en route 
to his debut. These days, apart from 
the odd visit to a drip shop, it is more 
likely to be pasta, chicken, fish or 
simply toast followed byyoghurL He 
sees no harm in a beer or two and, 
due to the influence of a dietician 
called Jeaimie Baker at Scunthorpe, 
fills up on fluids before a game to pre- 
vent the dehydration that leaves 
players toiling. 

There were relatively few black 
footballers when Fbrd first emerged 
However; apart from “a bit of stic±!" 
at Chelsea and “the odd comment” 
from an opponent, he has not suf- 
fered racist abuse. “Either Fm thick- 
skinned or very fortunate, but it 
honestly hasn’t been a problem." 

Indeed, when you probe for his 
worst experience in football, he gri- 
maces at the memory of FA Cup bu- 
mflteflons by Woking and 
with West Brom and Grimsby re- 
spectively. Ask whether he regrets 
□ever hiving performed at Pre- 
miership level and he reflects, in typ- 
ically positive vein, that “it wasn't as 
if I had the chance and turned it 
down”. 

Besides, he is finally enjoying 
some long overdue clamour and 
glamour He first realised he was 
within sight of Paine’s tally when 
television covered Mansfield’s 
match with Carlisle two years ago. 
The commentary mentioned he was 
eighth in the all-time list “It was 



Mansfield’s Tony Porch Tve played at evety chib except Tottenham, Wycombe and Blackpool, if not 

all the new stadiums, and in every position except goalkeeper’ Rui Vieira 

your brain gets quicker as your 
legs get slower." 

More than anything, Tony Fbrd 
carries on because his passion for 
playing is undimmed. “What a won- 
derful way to earn a living doing 

something you liked doing as a kid. 

It's taken me round the world and 
Fve met some great people. I also 
believe that Mansfield could get up 
into the Second Division this year; 
and I want that feeling of promotion 
once more before I stop. It’s been a 
Jong time." 


news to me, but I checked in Ftotfi- 
mans Yearbook and I was just 
behind Jinm^y Dickinson and several 
others bunched together 

“I’m not a great one fin: records, 
though now that it’s there, it’s a good 
feeling. The recognition has been 
nice.” Another congratulatory fax 
landed as he spoke, from an old 
Grimsby colleague, Clive Wigginton, 
who now runs a salvage business. 
The Queen’s telegram can not be far 
behind. 

“The next landmark would be 


1,000 games in all competitions," 
Fbrd mused “I must be around the 
950 mark now. I'd also like to play in 
four different decades like Stan 
Matthews. FU definitely play some 
part next season. My body will tell 
me when it’s time to give up, but 
somehow 1 don’t think FU go on until 

no nor 

Nevertheless, players keep sol- 
diering on into their late thirties at 
a time when the game is getting 
fasten How come? “We get by using 
knowledge and experience- they sqy 


years, wffl take this chfo to heights it 

has never experienced before." 


Battles 
ahead at 
Maine 
Road 

By mark Pierson 


MANCHESTER CTTY are heading for 
a new power struggle, with the fam- 
ily of the late Stephen Bolec, a for- 
mer director ready to sell their 
large stake in the dub. The troubled 
Maine Road dub may face more be- 
hind-the-scenes intrigue with the 
news that 28 per cent of the shares 
are about to come on to the market 
Boler left his sons in charge of his 
holding in City. They also have a say 
in where Peter Swales’ old shares go. 
Now a scramble is about to start for 
a slice of the dub that would give the 
buyer the whip hand, with a major; 
if not majority, holding. 

The former chairman Francis 
Lee, who has kept his £3.9m stake, 
could be interested in making a 
comeback, but would need big- 
money backers to get it right this 
time. Lee has returned to Maine 
Road for games despite being 
hounded out of the dub by support- 
ers, and helm toW friends that he 
is waiting fin* bis moment 
Mike McDonald, a life-long City 
fan, is now dear to bid after selling 
up at Sheffield United where he was 
chairman. McDonald has tried and 
failed in the past to gain control, but 
is nowin a better position to mount 
a takeover bid 

A Manchester solicitor Raymond 
Donn, who was looking for buyers for 
Boler s shares when the latter was 
alive, is also chasing outside back- 
ers. Donn has sent a dossier to 
prospective foreign investors looking 
for the money to finance a takeover. 

Boler was asking for around 75p 
each for his 8,000,000 shares prior to . 
his death - a total of £6m that un- 
derstandably scared off buyers. 
There could be a drop in the price, 
however, if the right buyers are 
found. The Boler family appear to 
want the shares to go to someone 
who could be a positive influence, 
rather than see more damaging 
power struggles at the dub. 

Bobby Robson’s PSV Eindhoven 
are toying to rescue Alessandro Pi- 
stone from problems at Newcastle 
United The former England man- 
ager is in contact with (he Italian de- 
fender’s agents about a £2m deal to 
take Pistone to the Netherlands in 
the next few weeks. 

The Newcastle manag er; Ruud 
GuiHt, may come out of retirement to 

honour one of the dub’s most cele- 

brated former players. He is expect- 
ed to day a part in Peter Beardsley’s 
testimonial on 27 January. 

J ohn Hartson will appear before 
a Football Association disci plinar y 
hearing on 2 February over his 
teaming ground assault on his West 
Ham team-mate, Eyal Berkovic, fate 
last year. 

The Southampton defender Ken 
Monkou, has lost his appeal to the FA 
decision by the referee 

Dermot Gallagher to send him off in 
the FA Cup third-round tie at home 
to FtilhanlMonkou will serve a three- 
match ban for the dismissal, start- 


4 


for around £4m as Goldberg at- 
tempts to alleviate Palace’s severe 
financ ial difficulties. 

Goldberg announced last month 
tfaatalocalty-based compare ‘E-amp 

00 , had invested in Pa face a nd said 

their investment had “strengthened 
the financial position of the cfob in 
contrast to recent speculation" How- 
ever; the extent of Goldberg's finan- 
cial problems is underlined by the 

fact that he is being sued by his own 
sq j frft nrs for mere than flWQ,QQO inre- 
lation to the takeover In addition, a 
public relations firm working for 
Goldbeig said yesterday that it was 
owed more than £60,000. 

It is all a far cry from Goldbergs 
vision for Palace. Only last month he 
wrote in thedub programme: T am 
proud to have assembled one of the 


Allner back at Worcester as wheel turns full circle 


GRAHAM ALLNER' returned to the 
management game this week, less 
than a month after leaving Kidder- 
minster Harriers. 

After 15 mostly successful years 
in charge of the Aggborough club, 
with whom be won both the Con- 
ference and the FA Trophy Allner’s 
services were always going to be in 
demand. His new task is to steer 
Worcester City towards the Football 
League. 

In succeeding George Rooney at 


NON-LEAGUE 

NOTEBOOK 


by rdpert Metcalf 

St George's Lane, Allner is return- 
ing to his roots. He played for 
Worcester two decades ago, winning 
a Southern League championship 
medal with them. 

Paul Davies, the experienced for- 
mer Kidderminster striker rejoins 
Allner as his player-assistant 


manager after a short spell with 
Hednesford Town. “I am really ex- 
cited at the challenge,” Allner said. 
■ “Sleeping giant is an overused term 
in oon-League football, but Worces- 
ter are an authentic case,” 
Worcester’s chairman, Mike 
Sorensen, said: "Hie first priority is 
obviously promotion to the Confer- 
ence as soon as possible, but our 
long-term target is reaching the 
Football League." City are securing 
planning permission for a 6,000- 


seat new stadium, with the potential 
to increase capacity to 20,000, which 
they hope to start building in 2001. 

Worcester currently occupy sev- 
enth place in the Dr Martens 
League Premier Division, 25 points 

behind the runaway leaders, 
Nuneaton Borough. AHnerts first 
game in charge tomorrow is, how- 
even in the third round of the 'Eno- 
phy at Havant & Waterioovflle. 

Elsewhere in the Trophy, the 
holders, Cheltenham Town, enter- 


tain the Essex side Canvey Island. 
The tie of the round takes the Con- 
ference leaders, Kettering Town, to 
Kmgstonbm, whose manager Geoff 
Chappie won the tournament three 
times with Woking. 

Woking face a home tie against 
Folkestone Invicta, while Rushden 
& Diamonds resume their quest to 
reach Wembley, following their FA 
Cup defeat at Leeds, with a trip to 
Graham Roberts’ Slough Tbwn side. 

The latest managerial change in 


the Conference has seen Telford 
United part company with the for- 
mer Burnley manager Jimmy 
Mullen. His former assistant, Alan 
Lewei; has taken caretaker charge 
at the Buck’s Head. 

Kidderminster have put Jimmy 
Conway who was Allner’s No 2, in 

charge of team affairs for the rest of 

the season. He will be assisted by 
Phil Mullen, a former Harriers strik- 
er who has stepped down as man- 
ager of Redditch United. 


Tomorrow 

Heading back to 

THE TOP: 

Glenn Moore on 

Sunderland's 
attempt to win 
back a place in 
the Premiership 
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Carling eyes 
rising sun 


it IS darkly symbolic of his 

precipitous fell from grace - not 

to mention the state of his bank 
balance - that Will Carling, 
once an undisputed giant of his 
chosen sport, should even con- 
sider attempting to resurrect 
his career among the physical 
.^nd metaphorical rugby min- 
' hows of the Ear East. 

E ngla n d’s former ca pta in , 
who appears to have achieved 
the improbable by leaving the 
domestic game with fewer 
friends than he went in with, 
hinted yesterday that a come- 
back in Japan might be on the 
cards for this yean 

Carling retired almost ex- 
actly a year ago after falling out 
with the then Harlequins coach, 
Andy KeasL It was merely the 
beginning of a catastrophic few 
months, during which exposes 
of the Lions centre's 
labyrinthine private life led di- 
rectly to the cancellation of a po- 
tentially lucrative Wembley 
testimonial fixture and con- 
tributed to the swift demise of 
his embryonic broadcasting ca- 
reer. Hence his renewed inter- 
est in the commercial 
^possibilities of a high-profile re- 
■ rjam to the rough-and-tumble at 
the ripe old age of 33. 

“I intend to play abroad 
somewhere later this year." he 
confirmed yesterday “and 1 
have two or three options as to 
where I might start. Rugby has 


RUGBY UNION 


by Chris hjewett 

been a large part of my life since 
I was six and there are still a 
few things I want to do in the 
game. It's a matter of kick-start- 
ing the process; Tm very much 
aware of how much preparation 
I will need in order to play at a 
serious level. I’ve got to get my- . 
self physically fit and then be- 
come match-hard. Obviously, I 
can only do that by playing 
some warm-up matches.” 

His comments appeared to 
rule out any early Link-up with 
Pontypridd whose recent in- 
terest in his services was more 
than a little surprising given 
their reputation as one of Walsh 
rugby's earthier outfits. (Dur- 
ing bis decade at Quins, Carling 
was considered a champagne - 
and-caviar type, not a pie-and- 
chips man>. The odd French 
dub, notably B^gles-Bordeaux, 
were also thought to have been 
keen on contracting him, but 
dub rugby on the far side of the 
English Channel is even less 
{braving than it is in the valleys. 

Carling would have to be 
very confident of his physical 
powers to even dream about 
dipping his toe in those dan- 
gerous waters. 

All of which leaves Japan as 
his likeliest destination; Car- 
ling’s name would be sufficient 


to draw big crowds and ensure 

the kind of mega-bucks contract 

the Japanese throw at disaf- 
fected former New Zealand 
Test players in an effort to 
raise their domestic standards. 
Graeme Bachop, the All Blacks’ 
scrum-half in the last World 
Cup, currently plays there. 

Back in the less exotic sur- 
roundings of Heywood Road, 
Sale yesterday transfer-listed 
Kevin Ellis, their Welsh scrum- 
half, in an effort to free up funds 
for a root-and-branch strength- 
ening of their struggling pack. 

EUis, who has 18 months of 
his contract still to run, will fol- 
low Tom Beim, the England 
wing, out of (he dub as soon as 
a deal is struck, and there 
could be yet more movement as 
John Mitchell, the assistant 
coach to the national side, ad- 
dresses the power shortage 
that has left the Cheshire out- 
fit third from bottom in the Al- 
lied Dunbar Premiership. 

However, Shane Howarth, 
the former All Black foil-back 
who made such a successful 
switch to Wales before Christ- 
mas, has reconfirmed his com- 
mitment to Sale. 

“I am currently under con- 
tract here,” he panted out yes- 
terday as the gossip merchants 
continued to link him with a 
move to Cardiff. “This is where 
lam staying and I am sick of 
these rumours." 


Baxter 

THE THIRD day of racing at The 
1999 British Land National 
Championships in Tignes, 
jAance. was hampered by 
fleavy snowfall for the second 
consecutive day. 

Too much new snow Led to 
the cancellation of the junior 
downhill which was resched- 
uled from Wednesday, and the 
ladies' and men’s Super-G 
trophy. However, the interna- 
tional team parallel slalom 
challenge took place, with 
Great Britain One and TWo 
taking the first and second 
ahead of Scotland One. who 
took third. 

Today’s weather forecast is 
good for the start of the tech- 
nical disciplines, with the 
ladies' and men's slalom ahead 
of the ladies' and men's giant 
slalom an Saturday. 


set for 


SKIING 


The men's slalom holder, 
Alain Baxter, and Emma Car- 
rick-Anderson, the leading 
woman at the discipline, will 
compete in their first events 
here and look favourites to 
take the slalom titles. 

Baxter, who has been com- 
peting on the World Cup circuit, 
is hopeful of retaining the over- 
all men’s championship title. 
Despite the cancellation of the 
Super-G, Andrew Freshwater, 
the winner of the downhill title 
on Tuesday is determined to de- 
feat Baxter for the overall title, 
however. 

Freshwater must finish in 
the top five in today's slalom if 
he is to regain the overall title, 
which he won in 1997, but with 
a strong contingent of British 


battle 

athletes attending this year’s 
championships, Freshwater 
knows there is no margin for 
error. 

Carrick-Anderson arrived in 
Tignes yesterday evening after 
asucc^sfulraceinEIbigenafo, i 
Austria, on Wednesday, where 
she took sixth place in a WOrld 
Cup field to score her highest 
FIS points of the season. She 
has crossed the Alps in order 
to compete in the British 

phampfnnshfp slalom, heftyp. re- 
turning to Austria for Wbrid Cup 
events. 

Carrick-Anderson, who has 
been training with the Finnish 
Alpine team this season, will be 
looking to retain her British 
women’s slalom title ahead of 
the World Championships, 
which begin at the end of the 
month. 


Hamed drops Ingle hint 


NASEEM hamed has dropped 
the broadest hint yet that he may 
be ready to defend his World 
Boxing Organisation feather- 
weight crown against Paul Ingle. 

The world champion from 
Sheffield expects to have three 
or four fights this year, and the 
first may be a showdown with 
the Scarborough based Ingle 


BOXING 


“He’s been asking for a 
crack. I'm ready and I hope 
he’s ready," Hamed said yes- 
terday. “Paul Ingle has been 
shouting his mouth off. saying 
this, that and the other. I'd like 
to give him an opportunity to 
show his ability." 


Roberto Duran says he 
wants to sign off his career with 
a match against his old rival 
Sugar Ray Leonard. Speaking 
in Buenos Aires, Duran, who is 
47, stud: “I was speaking with 
Leonard and he does not want 
to have this fight in the United 
States, but I think he would 
agree to come to Argentina" 
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Nick Fhldo hits an approach shot on his way to a disappointing opening 77 in the South African PGA AUsport 

Forty-year run ends for Nicklaus 



Nicklaus first played Au- 
gusta National as an amateur 


JACK NICKLAUS will have hip 
replacement surgery this 
month, forcing him to miss the 
US Masters for the first time in 
40 years. 

Nicklaus, who turns 59 next 
week, had put off surgery on his 
arthritic left hip with hopes 
that a strenuous exercise rou- 
tine would allow him to play 
without pain. Instead, the win- 
ner of 18 major championships 
will have an operation on 27 


January “When I feel strong 
enough and able to play golf at 
a competitive level I will con- 
tinue to play tournament gplf,” 
the veteran American said. “If 
I want to play later this year and 
in the future, now is the time for 
surgery" 

Nicklaus, six times a US 
Masters champion, did not say 
when he might return, although 


later this year is not out of the 
question. 

Nkklaus was hobbling so 
badfy at times last year that he 
stopped his run of 146 consec- 
utive majors when he pulled out 
of The Open. This will be the 
third consecutive mqjor he has 
failed to play. T can hit golf balls 
all I want And I can walk;" he 
said in October. “But the two of 
them - they don’t fike each 
other:" 


in 1959 and missed the cut He 
had played in every Masters 
since, winning his first in 1963 
and his sixth in 1986. He 
showed last year he can still 
compete with the best when he 
became the oldest player to fin- 
ish in the top 10 at the Masters, 
dosing with a 68 and tying for 
sixth, three strokes behind 
Mark O’Meara. 


Rumpus 
knocks 
Els off 
the lead 

BY MICHAEL VUSMAS 

SOUTH AFRICA’S Nico van 
Rensburg reaped the rewards 
for working on his game over 
Christmas to take a two-shot 
lead in the South African PGA, 
the first event of the 1999 
European Thor; yesterday. 

Van Rensburg shot a seven- 
under-par 65 in the first round 
at the Houghton Golf Club, 
Johannesburg, leaving Ernie 
Els two shots back after a 67. 

Van Rensburg, who finished 

third in this event two years 
ago, decided not to take any 
time off over the festive season. 
He was rewarded by making 
only one bogey yesterday in a 
round which included six 
birdies and an eagle. 

Tve been working really 
hard on my swing and it’s pay- 
ing off now,” he said. 

Van Rensburg narrowly 
missed out on his European 
Tour card at the final stage of 
the tour’s qualifying school in 
Spain late last yean after an 
un pleasan t round with Ameri- 
ca’s Mac O’ Grady. a former 
coach ofSeve Ballesteros. 

“I played with O’Grady and 
he made it impossible for me to 
play weJL He accused me of 
walking across his line and 
generally being a difficult 
player I'm not trying to get bade 
at Him, but I’ve never been 
gven the opportunity to answer 
his accusation.” 

Van Rensburg, 32, has 
achieved relative success on 
(he Asian Tom; finishing fifth on 
last year’s Order of Merit after 

w inning the Kuala Lumpur 

Open. 

Els. the two-times US Open 
champion, carded his 67 deVito 
an on-course argument with a 
photographer, which led to a 
double bogey at the par-four 
second hole. 

England's Nick Faldo did 
not get the start to the season 
he had hoped for The 41-year- 
old six-time major champion 
and former world No l, who is 
seeking points to qualify auto- 
matically for this year's Euro- 
pean Ryder Cup team, dropped 
a shot at the last for a frus- 
trating five-over 77. 

Asked if he was surprised 
that he had played so badly, 
Faldo said: “There are no sur- 
prises anymore, just disap- 
pointments". 

The Dutchman Rolf Muntz 
and Richard Kaplan of South 
Africa both ended the round on 
four-under 68 to share third 
place. Relief Goosen. a member 
of South Africa’s double Alfred 
P unhiU Cup-winning team, 
withdrew from the event after 
the first round. 

Tournament officials said 
Goosen has a fractured left 
arm, the legacy of a skiing 
accident in Switzerland over 
Christmas, and it has not 
healed enough for him to con- 
tinue. Goosen managed to 
complete a round of 73 before 
he pulled out 
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BASKETBALL 
BUDWEtSU LEAGUE |MI' '.r-v 

_u:-r v :cn Mvrei - *i 

UNI -BULL TROPHY Group A ("tod): 

» : r, :*S iKfM •*' 

MIEN’S EUKOLIAOUB Group t: '< -*-■ 

T- t . C*cfj V 


BOWLS 

WOULD INDOOR MMOLES CHAMP- 
IONSHIP (Hopcwon'Sc*, Norf«lli| 
Knc room! ’ ■ . ,1 ‘*RJ ** P» 

“ v J : v j 



CRICKET 


i jir .lnmuntcd ,1 
pn - *!. f c r rh- :>..rn sue seii* 
5 :-. .-fl.in.r..; .? r-ij-u* .i.-p!us rf 


FOOTBALL 
WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS 
FA CUP (Spomorod bf AXAJ Third- 
Roond RcptayK rjifo-n 1 'iz^ztumfxcn 
>; i. c *. 2 VL.?. OUr n Vi Vo n tounn 

r-V- 4 - a Dijmrndi ! 

.• • n» fV.--.-v- 1 _— ir frvifi rrm'tj! 

b.'..>-a:.i 1 Vrf! t Mjt *3 Sum res iwnt 
Scrtm ~"i i- •. 'L':'' riv-iJ) 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE FIRST DnitSKHN: 
Postponed; •- V.rrtcn Second 
OMtlon; 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP. Post- 
poned ; Second Round: Cjct— i P j-L i 
- Second Round Rentoy: 

. .*A;-iT“-y 

BELGIAN LEAGUE; 5rirv±rt Ltcp 2 

ITALIAN CUP Qoarrer-flnol first toe 

A. 1 • - 1 ’ 5r. 1 : 

M CARLS8ERG VASE Four th round: 

PunnuusU. Li -^o-r.i. ’.V CALOR 

COUNTV ANTRIM SHIELD Su d -I Hul : 
pqrpo—d c: I O.Sl’er* RVMAM 

LEAGUE: VA'A.n-nfd DR 

MAHTEHS LEAGUE Southern DMUm: 
Postponed: -• 3 ii-k*> Lnpi 

Cep second round: ■.V /:" Crd I Sum- 
' •>■! i. 1 d c.—r.' UNI- 

BOND LEAGUE CUP: AJ.' nef.-.m 
Z A RNOTT INSURANCE 
NORTHERN LEAGUE First DMiloiK 
rv-T,- ;■ : n - 5 Solsp lr,e«i t AVON 

INSURANCE COMBINATKm First DM- 
tlon: li>- i * ’. fuP..in *. ‘iguicawi l 

f ■»-.-( <: kV.-T--; ' a/.' 

err -isr-tr? WIN5TONLEAD 
HENT LEAGUE: J ■■••J'.-w m^jned 

NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
nrsc Olrfstoo: Postponed. LWT CSDO j 
C V. r UNI JET SUSSEX COUNTY 
LEAGUE Nr*t DMsion; T Ejc: 

—i'nr \.\n I SCKCWFIX OUtCCT 
LEAGUE Premier Dlvkien: P eet eeeed: 
•i • : . IEWSON EASTERN 

LEAGUE Premier Dddston: Ip-.svO Kn- 
’ ««.«■.< cvbp .' THE TIMES HL 
VOUTH CUP Third round- Po s tpo n e d: 
a- - .“1J.T4 v C.!» PONTIUS 

LEAGUE Premier OMsknc AkcpWIiu : 
Jc 4 ;:.V fj’ .J vi“-? fine 
DMsion: ■ r .C.TT. 1 S eco n d Di- 


sfston: All mcrtFes pnrpomrd Third IH- 

dWemAU.-iujAiBipcMponrd leenneCnpe 
Oroup IWk Vark (I Hull 2 Oroup Nm 
HuM^rafteld 1 ChewerfieW ! Oroup Roe: 
Suxfport 1 Bury? Group Six: AO march- 
es sciepaned. 


GOLF 

SOUTH ATRKAN PGA CHAMNONSHP 
PoMumbnjI LeMflnc Ibex-round 
score*: M N w.wi Prnsturj (5A1: S7 E Els 
ISAI 68 P Munti |Neth). R KdpLm |SA|: 
SS I Corrida |Spi. P ELPer iGB). C 
WhireUwiSAi M McNulty (Zimbabwe). B 
HiopW ISA). F Chimn Jr (1JSI. S Webster 
rGB;. 70 M Crcnberg (Swei, P Brcudhurst 
IGOi. D F«cs[ ISAJ. f undwm |Swel. W 
Natty ISA ID Cotier IGB). 71 C Ot (GB), 
R weucls tSAI 1 HrtxLw (SA|. J Mellor 
iGBl. A Will IG9J. M Mouldnd iCBJ. B Dui- 
ap (US). N Hw.nmg (SAI B Vauetun (USl. 
G Leveroin iSAi S e l ec te d Other: 72 P 
Sic land Ibvrei. 73 J SnndHm iSwri. R 
Gco«n i‘jA|: 71 MA Marlm (Soj. 77 N 
Fjida i.GBi: n E Darcy f ti|. 


ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: S-. Ldui: <■ Buffalo 2. PtuLadHonu 
3 MUiWnjjton 0. Ffandj 3 Toronto 3 (Of). 
NT (Linger 1 4 NY Wanders 3 [0(1. Pnoenw 
5 Pirs&urgh 3. Calgary 2 Ananeitn I . Dal- 
las Z San lose 1 . 

SEHQflDA SUPEHUEAOUE (Wed): Ayr 

i s.iFfRe!J if. Lowicn 6 Mancimiet 3. 


SAILING 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Mdl> 
bourne): Bxfadi day; M Find OoM Cep 
(after 19 races 1 : 1 M KinnirrnKi 
li pa 3 F Loot ibwei 75; 3 1 Percy 
iOQi 50. GfcSDMdlotSI.MRSten- 
“•cuse l CO. 37 1 In i 7B. U C Cumhiev 
Wer GoM fleet (after B races): I 
M UW and K Had I USl 25: 2 A BMsftet 
and T Ctnlomkr (Aits) 25. 3 E LattUi and 
E McN^on [Auil 27. OK 5 A anj I Bud 
" ‘•Z. * P Brotnercon jnd N McDonald 
*9: 13 T Pobmwn and I Walker 61; 31 1 
Barvsr ana D PnJSps 1 00. SBwr floM (aF- 
ter * races): 1 | fctianwn and i Jarvi [Rni 
ith. 2 r Rugge and C Mauw (Swirl A 6; 3 


R Remdi and T Havertand (Ger) A9. OS: 
€ A Stead and Z Elliot 56: 10 A Ridwd- 
son and P Greenhaigh 71. Men's A70 Gold 
Meet (after 9 races, 1 dtocard): 1 B Pe- 
nt and J Francois Cut on iFrj *3: 2 3 Mol- 
und and M Ranm (Swel 57; 3 G Philippe 
and T Car>ou (FrJ 61 OB: IS N Rogers 
and JGunrMd I2B. SBour neec (after 9 
races): 1 P Foerster and B Merrick 
(US)1 5: 2 K Nakamura and K Nakamura 
iJapaniLS; 3 N Taylor and R Bralley (NZ) 
52. OS: ■ C Draper and D Newman 71; 
10 D Edwards and AMay 95: 28 M Fen- 
wvick and S Hughes 1 79. Bkioien's 670 
Gold Ptoel (after 8 races):! S Ward and 
M Ward [Den) 22. 2 R Titan and 0 
Pakhotmk (Ukr) 36: 3 N Via Dufresne and 
S Aron (Sp) 36. GB: 26 h Nurton and B 
Watson 141: 28 B Raggair and S Webb 
149; 30 L Walker and V Panun 160. SB- 
esr Beet (after 8 races): 1 S ReesJones 
and I Leask IGBl 19: 2 5 Rothweder and 
5 Giesier (Ger) 33. 3 M Kooystrd and A 
BdhMg (Neth) 34 OB: SH Lucas and M 
Beech 59. SoUng (after 7 races): 1 S 
Wester eaard. J Bowi-Molter and B West- 
erg*nd |Dem 16. 2 J Sctojemann, G Bahr 
and l BorkowsW (Ger) 29. 3 R Hetner. P 
Van NiekereL and D De RkJder (Neth) 35. 
OB: 8 A 8ead5Wonh. B PaUn and R Syden- 
ham 61: IT L Smith. O Stewart and R 
CruichstvmK S3. 


SKIING 

Training runs for the women s Atome 
World Cup downhifl m Sc Anton. Aus- 
tTia. were dj/Jn cancelled yesterday, 
heavy snow having already rendered 
Che piste unfit an Tuesday and 
Wednesday It was hoped training 
could resume today, with the race 
proper moved forward to tomomow. 


SNOOKER 

BRTRSH OPEN (Blackpool) Rita] quiL 
CFylng round (Cnr unless seated): P 

Italians rwji) bt I Aoiiocn 5-a, r Tones 
bt K Hdgason (ke) 5-3: P Dantes |WM) bt 
PDctsemmelBeO 5-4, JMtcWebrW Thome 
5-3:MCatipbrt reml KPLrtS B-2. Ddolr 
M B Henderson |Seo| 5-4; 5 Prttman bt M 


WEDNESDAY’S LOTTERY UPDATE. 


D:-w GJtc: ill 01 
Tri.ii s.i 

'ill THp winning: numbers: 8. 
LZ3.7 73.75S. Prize Fund: £i 

25. 27, 38, 42, 48. Bonus number; u. j 

2.949.191 ( 45 % or tlchet soles). 





| 

i 

Vajr nj l hyj n.-* _ ___ 

M.,* ;f: -i piur *■ ii; 

20 T 

£846.757 

£65.135 

£4.233.785 

1 £1.303.700 

! 

M-itfin 1 

4^4 

£1.648 

£814.112 

\ 

M i>v*« •: 

70.71 l 

rer 

£1 .789.637 

j 


.1 80.fi 20 ' 

£10 

£4.806.200 

1 

jj-ra;--. 

sT-g • 


! £12.946.524 



; r rn m 

B»4*<aar!p^jesrs<ind«KJ4ownioreaiMifs;. £1.667 



Nbybe, fum t maybo.^g THE NATIONAL LOTTERY' 

••••• - r.- • f f .!lf itiie '^eilalatBft.i neg^inCsmeloiccma: campatw s,s»em swan hievs*i. 


Judge (Rep trei 5-1: LWAer (WtiJbrSOxxig 
|Md) 6-1. J Swaa (N lie] bt L Fernandez 5-4. 
J Perry bt R Lawler 5-3: C Han Won be N 


bt C Scanlon 5-4 


(Blackpool) Seventh qpMlfytaf i 
(Bus an toss stated): M Farnsworth bt L 
J Bing (China) w.'o: i Bodte bt A Ttrartanon 
(TIuhT W'« P Oarke bt S Muhammad (Pah) 
w.o. 


SUMO 

NEW YEAR GRAND TOURNAMEHT 
(Ttojv) FIN* dev (of 15): Asahlyiiuha 
twon |. lost 4) bt MiveUvarna (Juryo) (4-1); 
HamandShlma 15-0] bt Kinluiyama (0-Si; 
CMyotetuan (5-0) bt Oglnhhlld (4-1). 
Asanosho (3-2) bt Mraizwn! (2-3); Kalho 

8 -3) bt WakanojoM -4L Kwtantiuzai (2-3) 
Got om tl ^); Ganyu (4-1) bt SNhdM- 
no (3-7): W*onouirt (4-1) bt Tathlnoio- 
de (2-3). Kotorvu (3-2) bt Tsrao (3-21: 
IbkiBuutrtl 13-2) K TbcNnowrfu (2-3): AM- 
noshitna (3-21 bt ToU (2-3): TakatoHkl (1- 
4) bt Koronwm .1 (i-4): OihrooBui (5-p) bt 
Ibchwunu (3-2), ^asanwim (2-3| bt Mw- 
SOyama (3-21; Koronowak* (3-2) be Dep- 
n» (2-3); Tahanonarrd {3-21 bt Thnakastiffa 
(1-4). Kaio (2-3) bt Museshltnani 3-2): 
Wbnanobana (5-0) bt WnawfuS (1-4): 
Wunofuna (2-3) bt (togtyano (2-3) 


TENNIS 

KOOVONG CLASSIC (Mdlramnn) 
Man's: slnztos (by* rami: T Enqvist 
(Suvel be A Agassi (US) 6-3 7-6: P Korda 
tCa Rep) bt G ha«wv*c (Owt) 7-6 6-2. 
Y Kafelnikov (Rus) bi T Henman (GB) 6-2 


TODAYS FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

NXnONMRDC LEMSIflE 
SECOND DIVISION 

CoKhesier v Wrexham (7.45) 

THIRD DIVISION 

Oiwcer v Brighton (7 A5J 

THE TIMES BA YOUTH CUP Third rated 
replays Notts Courey v Port VKe (7 30) 


CRICKET 
CARLTON * UNTTED 

ONR-MY SERIES 

Australia v England (3.30am) 

(Of Melbourne CrKM: GmmO) 


RUGBY UNION 
WELSH CHALLENGE TROPHY Pool 

Aberavon u Canada (7.0); Fool n: New- 
port v Romania (7.0). 


OTHER SPORTS 

■OWLS: Wlrld Indoor Singles Champion- 
ship s [Mopf on-on-Sea. jvorfbft). 
SNOOFHtOuafifying for Embassy Wbrid 
Championship (NortvK* Cause Hotel. 
fKptfpoefl. 


SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL (White 
On) Men’s qra tt r -ffmlK T Martin 
(US| bt L Hewitt (Aus) 6-3 6-7 6-4: T 
Muster (Ant) bt J Srolcenberg (Aus) 3-6 
6-2 6-3; ACamnto (Sp) btACcau(Sp) 
6-3 4-6 2-0 ret: K Kucera (Slovak) bt G 
Kuerten (Bra) 3-6 6-4 6-1. Wocnea’s 
querter-ftaale: B Schen (Aut) bt A 
SmctRz4Ac3Ho(Sp) 1-6 6-1 60; MHbwb 
(Swtc) bt D Van Roost (Bel) 6-2 6-0. S 
Graf (Ger) bt V Whams (US) «F6 6-2 6^t 
L Davenport (US) be P Sctinyder (Swk) 

WTA TASMANIAN INTEItN/CnONAL 
(Hobart) Ottaner-Rnels: l Halard-De- 


curis (ft) bt C Black (23m) 3-6 7-5 7-5: 
R Granite pdtxYRuaro-ftscua! (Sp) 6-2 

5- 1 ret A Frazier (U5) bt N Dechy (Fr) 

6- 3 6-1. 

GmOBANKTOUR (Corby) Men’s sec- 
ond round: J Smith (Northancs) bt R 
Hanger (Dorset) 6-3 6-4: T Spinks (Nor- 
folk) bt N Bamfoitl (Herts) 6-2 7-6; M 
■ftudgeon (Cornwall) bt J Ljyne (Cambs) 
1-6 7-5 6-3: A Naumarm (Aus) bt A Har- 
bott (MHMs) 7-6 4-6 6-3; N Gould 
(Ann) bt D Crawley (Norfolk) 6-1 6-4. 
P Hand (Berkshire) bt R Clarke (Leices- 
tershire) 6-0 4-6 6-4: N Weal (Hampshire) 
bt A What ( Gloucestershire) 6-2 6-2: D 


Sapsford (Surrey) bt M Qpenshaw (Lan- 
cashire) 6-3 6-4. W oman’s second 
round: N WootBwuse (Norfolk) M C 
Hamilton (Bucks) 6-0 6->: K Elliott 
(Herts) bt S Gregg (Yorks) 7-6 6-2: J Daw- 
son (Sussed bt H Parker (Berks) 7-6 6-4: 
MMarflna (Rus)btN Payne (Sco) 6-2 6-1; 
L Herbert (Herts) bt P Lucey-Butfer (Sus- 
sed 6-2 6-0; LJets lOran) bt C Silverstone 
(Surrey) 6-T 6-2: V Doyle (Rep of Irl) bt 
K Warnt-Holtand (Dorset) 7-6 60: L 
Woodrafre (Surrey) bt C Carter (Not- 
bnghamshire) 6-3 6-2. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from I BO resorts 

First, obtain the access code for 
the reson or your choice. 

Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(che fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the blest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 4770051 + ends 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather reporr 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + coda 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed I 

conditions In l&Trescra 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline'. 0870 51 33 345 


Rnort Are* 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lwr Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

Sokfcu 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Great slang 

BO 

100 

11.1 

-2C Light snow 

EJknau 100% 

Good and (Inn 

20 

50 

12.1 

-5C Uviatrie 

Sc Ancon 95% 

CANADA 

Fresh snow at alt 

35 

310 

12.1 

-?C COW 

TtantXont ....80% 
FRANCE 

Fresh snow 

40 

60 

13.1 

■9C Wet. cloudy 

Argent*™ ....85% 

Fresh pdr an levels 

75 

175 

T3.1 

*2C Unsettled 

Tignes 80% 

ITALY 

Pdr stow at! levels 65 

135 

11.1 

-2C Unsettled 

Alagna -50T. 

looking berm 

20 

70 

13.1 

•2C Clouding up 

Gressoney. .. 80% 
NORWAY 

Fresh snow 

110 

150 

13.1 

-3C Changeable 

Van 70% 

SCOTLAND 

Vgoadcondtdom 

50 

1000 

13.1 

-7C Light snow 

Cairngorm ....75% 
SWITZERLAND 

Gnat cover 

10 

35 

14.1 

-2C Windy 

GrtodehwKJ 100% 
UNITED STATES 

Fresh snow cover 

10 

100 

14.1 

-4C Changeable 

KiBhigton 80 % 

Fresh snow 

» 

125 13.1 -IOC Snowshrs 

Information supplied by SSI Horfinc 


Calls to 0901 cost Wppermln, 0906 tact £1 per min 0870 eaBj aw standard nafipnal rate. 


o n or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 

AORLDCOv=R 


0800 365 121 

ONS CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

The raped ad 
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POWER IN THE SADDLE P23 • FORD, THE IVIODEL PRO P2A 


Merson angered by Gregory 



PAUL MERSON has urged the 
Aston Villa manages John Gre- 
goiy, to show hhn the same 
“leeway” as his Middlesbrough 
counterpart Bryan Robson, 
did in his continuing struggle to 
stay off drink and drugs. 

Merson warned that there 
were troubled times ahead if 
Villa toiled to appreciate the 
extent of his endeavours to 
overcome addiction problems. 
The England player is furious 
at the “negative vibes" that 
greeted him at Villa after his 
weekend trip to New York. Be 
admitted to being “depressed 
and down" in recent weeks and 


FOOTBALL 


BY Mark Pierson 


that Gregory needed to recog- 
nise the importance of such 

Wip pafas iTi hfc rahah fl tertwn pro- 
gramme, as had Bobson. 

“If I felt guilty about what I 
had done, then I would put my 
band up - but I know just how 
dose I was to the edge in the 
past," Merson said. “Villa might 
have paid a lot of money for my 
services bnt you cant put a 
price on life and I know what I 
went through with my addic- 
tions. This wasn't me making a 


flash sort of trip and I am not 
one of those people who thinks 
they are hiffpra* than the dub. 

“What I did was right for me 
given my circumstances. I had 
tiie weekend off and needed to 
get away. Villa knew I was feel- 
ing down so leant see what all 
the fuss was about 

“Bryan Robson was good as 
gold with such things. Xfl need- 
ed a few days off, to get awaR 
then he would understand. 
There was one stage last season 
at Middlesbrough when I was 
feeling down that he was going 
to send me to Tenerife for a 
week. I had the same sympathy 


from the m ana gers wheal was 

at Arsenal 

•Tfvnia want to get the best 
out of Paul Merson then the 
same leeway needs to be shown. 
If the boss [Gregory] here, 

dppgrf i wn flw gt and thtwi tRort> 

are going to be problems" 
Merson admitted: “If I am 
doing well and putting every- 
thing into the game then every- 
thing is all right. But when lam 

not doing the business or can’t 
play a proper part, which has 
been the case with having the 
backproblexn, then that’s when 
you gdaQ sorts of things in your 
head. That’s when I start to go 


a little bit I dictaft say anything 
before I went away but I was in- 
jured, I wasn’t in the te am . I 
wasn't involved and itwouldrft 
have been very nice for me if I 
had gone back to Middles- 
brough to watch Saturday’s 
game. 

“I asked the physio [Jim 
Walker] for the Monday off. He 
knew how I felt He knew I was 
down. I was back on Tuesday 
played in the reserves on 
Wednesday and felt OK But all 
Pve got since I’ve come back is 
negative stuff which is fright- 
ening -and it has really opened 

my eyes. 


“personally, it would have 
been nice for me if Villa had 
come out and said, ‘Paul has 
gone away for a few days and 
when he comes back he will be 
buzzing,’ bnt that hasn’t hap- 
pened. The manag er hasn’t 
spoken to me since 1 got back.” 

Merson made his cmneback 
in Wednesday’s reserve game 
but is pessimistic about being 
picked fir Monday's home Pre- 
miership mpetingurith EvertOO. 

“I was ahead of schedule by 
paying on TOafaesday and think 
I ran play for an hour on Mon- 
day and help to create chances^ 
he said. “But Fm not optimistic 


ofbdBgpkteia^^ton ® 


n r Monday - and if that is the 
go then Wednesday was a 
waste of time." 

Merson sunlikBtyto return to 


Gregory according to a leading 
psychologist. Caiy Cooper pro- 
fessor of psychology at the Uni- 


Samce andTacfandogybeBeves 
t he situatio n has arisen because 
of a “breakdown in ooannnmica- 
don” between the two men. 

“Anyone who has an addic- 
tion is somebody who is not cop- 
ing very weU," Prof Cooper 
said. “When the pressure push- 


they perceive to be an easy way X 
out If Merson has bad prob- y 
Ipws in the past, it shows that - 
he hasn’t coped with the pres- . 
sure he has been undo: 

“There is going to be pres- 
sure in this game and he may 
feel from lime to time that he 
needs to get away It’s what we 
call foe ‘fight-flight’ reaction. . 
Some people cope with pres- 
sure by fighting other people 
and others fight it by, naming 
away from it 

“It is total misconBimitinatioD 
between foe two of them abort 
what is expected of them.” 


Rovers 

captain 

under 


attack 


BY ALAN NEON 


ROY HODGSON has broken his 
silence over his departure from 
Blackburn Rovers, claiming 
that the club's ca ptain, Tim 
Sherwood, undermined his po- 
sition as manager and helped 
to get him the sack. 

Hodgson spoke out last 
night attacking Sherwood, who 
has been critical of his man- 
agerial style since he was re- 
placed by Brian Kidd. Now 
Hodgson has blamed Sher- 
wood for the problems at Black- 
burn that led to his dismissal 

“The major factor was 
Sherwood’s discontent at not 
being given permission to go to 
Tottenham," Hodgson said. 
“Up to that Tim had done a very 
good job in captaining the team 
and was also very supportive. 

“However, he became very 
disenchanted with the dub and 
everything around the place 
when the proposed move fell 
through. He spread a lot to the 
other players who didn't have 
the strength of character or per- 
sonality or experience to stand 
up against him." 

Hodgson admitted in an 
interview on Sky Sports news 
that he had mixed feelings 
about their success since his 
departure. When asked if he 
was pleased when Kidd's team 
win, Hodgson said: *Td like to 
say yes but that might be a dis- 
honest answer. They are still 
the players I brought to the 
dub.” 





Once 
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their 
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200 


b 



In the absence of Terry Venables, Steve Coppell (fourth from right) supervises the Crystal Palace squad at the chib’s Streete Court training ground in Sturdy yesterday 


Peter Jay 


Venables and Goldberg reach breaking point 


TERRY VENABLES and foe 
Crystal Palace chairman, Mark 
Goldberg, spent yesterday at- 
tempting to negotiate a hnandal 
settlement to allow the former 
England coach to leave foe 
struggling First Division dub. 

Venables stayed away yes- 
terday morning from foe club's 
Surrey training ground, where 
Steve Coppdl -understood to be 
the favourite to take over as 
manngpr if and when Venables 
leaves - deputised for him. The 
Palace coach was thought to 
have been at a secret location in 


BY Nick Harris 


central London in meetings wife 
Goldberg, whose stiver Porsche 
sat en^ fir most of the day out- 
side his office at Selhurst Park. 

Venables’ personal assistant, 
Ted Buxton, said he did not 
knowhow events would unfold 
at foe dub over the next few 
days, but added: “What happens 
to him [Venables], happens to 
the rest of us [the coaching staff 
brought in by Venables]." 

Asked if be thought foe 
Palace coach would still be in 


his job come today, he said: “If 
him and Mark can’t make a set- 
tlement, he will be" 

The Palace assistant man- 
ager, lferry Fenwick, left Sel- 
hurst Park at LlOpm refusing 
to comment over Ids future, al- 
though as he left he shook the 
hands of three members of 
ground staff and appeared to be 
saying goodbye. Fenwick said: 
“Tve got nothing to say. YbuT 
hear Lateg see you later” 

Last night, Goldberg was 
summoned to an emergency 
board meeting to discuss the 


current situation at the dub. 
Several directors have resigned 
from the board over recent 
weds and, with the recently-in- 
stalled chief executive, Jim 
McAvcy having already publicly 
criticised Goldberg’s recent de- 
cision, the chairman's own fu- 
ture could even be called into 
question. 

Having been forced to in- 
troduce widespread cost-cut- 
ting measures in a quest to 
keep the dub afloat, he is under 
growing pressure to deal with 
foe dub’s serious finandal 


problems. There also remains 
a question mark over Gold- 
berg’s ability to pay off Ven- 
ables, given that he still has 
more than fouryears left to run 
cm his lucrative contract, worth 
£75G,000-per-year before bonus- 
es. It was suggested last night 
that Venables wants a Clm set- 
tlement 

Goldberg is looking an in- 
creasingly isolated figure, with 
the latest pereon to resign being 
his public relations executive, 


unpaid fees and expenses. Bsar- 
son, the chief executive of SPA, 
detailed inher resignation letter 
the problems she bad encoun- 
tered in her 13-month associa- 
tion with Goldberg, with advice 
and agreed strategy ignored by 

him on an increasingly regular 

basis. “I have only ever wanted 
to help you win through and to 
see you succeed. But there 
comes a time when a Herculean 


task such as this has to be sea: 
as a lost cause. That time is 
now” she said. 

Newcastle’s John Barnes 
and Stuart Pearce have also twL 
been tipped as possible suc-*p 
cessors to Venables if Coppell r i 
does not get foe job, althotigb 
a source dose to Barnes de- 
scribed a move to Selhurst 
Parkas “highly unlikely”. 

The Goldberg era, page 24 


Sara ftarson, who said her firm 
were owed mere than £60,000 in 
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ACROSS 

9 “Prevent sideways tilt" in 

schedule of things to be 

d one? (9) 

10 Hard to simply backing 
for flag of European coun- 


try®) 
li Nor 


forth American dty 
aware of being adjacent 
to hill (7) 

12 Constituent of brew, the 

brew with a force 


line after line (9) 

21 To some extent recalled 
Lynne, Jemima or anoth- 
er giri 15) 

22 Dog in row with Pa? (7) 

23 Tap quality beer knocked 
back - stuff fit for a king 
(7) 

24 Permits returning to 
snatch a bargain (5) 

25 Mars replanted ground 

(3,6) 


13 Flinny women, with sex- 

appeal -indecent and i 

smutty ultimately (5) 

14 North American dty - not 2 
entirety smart area (9) 

16 Pistol's partner, I empha- 3 
sise, plugs male rapidly 
(8,7) 4 

19 North American city ar- 
chitect’s rival penning 5 


DOWN 

McTs aswoon, bawled 
over- tw me? (10) 

Waste object gathered in 
flapping duster (8) 
Meagre source of booze 
in Heaven (6) 

Car fuel used up, cover- 
ing miles (4) 

Very tall order; removing 


tost disorderly queues 

Work in a spire revealing 
architect (8) 

Films people going back 
into spy organisation (6) 

One’s r* — *■ — 1 

cook 0L 

14 Rugby team’s 
J ' on the 1 

^ . (ID) 

15 Patience was a noted fea- 
ture of this impresario 
(5,5) 

before end^&emorning 
signal (8) 

18 Firewood -the sort left in 
top of grate (8) 

20 Reliaous woman is turn- 
ing almost strict (6) 

21 Practise deception? 

Prison’s curtailed mirth 
(6) 

22 Sloppy food’s an encour- 
agement for dogs (4) 

23 Regret bringing in Duke 
with bad manners (4) 


Desert chase as drivers 


are robbed at gunpoint 


MAURITANIAN TROOPS were 
hunting Ttiareg tribesmen flee- 
ing across the Sahara desert 
after robbing about 50 com- 
petitors in the Paris-Dakar 
Rally at gunpoint on Vfednesday 
evening. 

The drivers fell one by one 
into a trap set up by about 20 
armed men about 30 miles 
from foe end of foe 12th stage 
in Tichit, Mauritania. 

In alL 22 vehicles were 
stopped, of which four cars, 
three trucks and one motorcy- 
cle were stolen. The victims, 
none of them British, were 
abandoned in foe desert, later 
making their way unharmed to 
the Rally bivouac at Tichit 

Tins is foe second armed 
robbery suffered fay foe Baity 
this year. On 5 January, a Mit- 
subishi driven by Stephen 
Fiech, foe nephew of foe pres- 
ident of foe Volkswagen group, 
VAG, was stolen in the desert 
north of here. 

“We were very scared - I 
thought I was finished,” said 
Belgian truck driver Peter de 
Mulder after his four-hour or- 
deaL “The leader of foe gang 
was calm, but the others were 
very edgy.” 

Another Belgian, Renard 
Guy, who was driving a press 
car, said, “They told us they 
would kill us if we tried to trick 
them. They took everything we 
had, but left us with water and 


RALLYING 


BY MAC McDIARMID 
in Atai; Mauritania 


some cigarettes. We were able 
to squeeze into foe vehicles 
they left and head for the 
bivouac.” The one victim not 
searched, a woman doctor; was 
able to raise the alarm fay satel- 
lite telephone. 

“I had foe fright of a lifetime.” 
another driven Eric Vigouroux, 
sad, describing how be was sep- 
arated from the ofoer drivers in 
the dark by a man armed with 
a machine gun who demanded 
everything he had. 

The Hi g hl y organised gang 
was armed with Kalashnikovs 
and other automatic weapons. 
They had lain in wait in the lee 
of a dune, striking as darkness 
Ml at 7.0pm local time. \fehides 
were stopped at gunpoint as 
they arrived, seme haring their 
tyres shot out. 

ATbta Trucks” T-shirt worn 
by the gang leader suggested 
that they may have been foe 
same group which stole two ve- 
hicles and shot up others near 
Tfcoudenm in Mali in last year’s 
Rally. His parting remark, 
“Thanks very much - see you 
next year”, supports this view. 

Last week the Rally had 
successfully detoured to avoid 
foe bandit blackspot of Gao in 
southern MalL Relief was 


short-lived: “Since you didn’t 
come to Gao, where we were 
waiting, we came to see you 
here,” foe gang leader is re- 
ported to have said. 

Saharan barxBby has a long 
and complex history For thou- 
sands of years, Tbareg warriors 
plundered salt caravans, a tra- 
dition updated by the robbing 
of race convoys. In recent 
years, foe Dianas have fierce- 
ly resisted the imposition of 
frontiers and administrative 
barriers to their traditional 
way of life. Three years ago, 
they ostensibly surrendered to 
the regional authorities, and foe 
race robbers are seen as the 
rump of that rebel force. 

Mauritanian troops, aided 
fay a Rally organises’ plane, 
began a hunt at dawnyestenfey 
with 360 soldiers sent north 
from Nona to head off a possi- 
ble escape into Mali, while a 
similar force attempted to block 
foe route to Algeria. By yes- 
terday evening, three trucks 
and a four-wheel drive car had 
been abandoned by the thieves. 

As for foe Rally, organiser 
Hubert Auriol said that nothing 
could be gained by staying in Ti- 
chit, and that the race would 
continue normally. Simon 
Pavey, the motorbike rider 
whose progress is being 
tracked by the Independent, 
nanrowty escaped bring held iq> 
and is continuing in foe Rally. 
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t was as long ago as 1980, but I still re- 
member how pleased my Mum was 
when I got a job at Marks & Spencer. It 
was, she said, such a terrific store, “and 
they are always so good to their staff”. 
My grandmother, bless hen was equally 
chuffed. “They always look so smart in 
their suits,' 9 she said This rather mis- 

understood my role, which was to be 

working in the food hall in the M&S store in Croy- 
don. It was a Saturday job rather than the start of 
a promising career in retail management. But the 
underlying sentiment still held true, and the 
experience afforded insight into some of the com- 
pany’s defining features. 

One of these was the powerful staff culture. The 
company was, for many people, their whole life. They 
ate together in the staff canteen, paying 20p for a 
three-course iundL They socialised and played foot- 
ball together. Romances blossomed and staff often 
married fellow employees. Many stayed for their 
entire working lives, sensing that they could never 
go anywhere better 

Amther striking feature of the company was the 
air of certainty and confidence. There was an “M&S 

ay” of doing things and an unshakeable faith that 
. was .the ri ght way. The mighty Marks & Sparks 
was the king of the high street and its position 
seemed impregnable. 

More recently that crown has been slipping. 
In November the group reported a sharp fall in 
profits and spoke of a ‘bloodbath” on the high 
street What followed was an unseemly and ulti- 
mately bloody boardroom battle over who should 
succeed the combative Sir Richard Greenbury as 
chief executive. 

In the end Peter Salsbmy, a quietly spoken Ar- 
senal supporter, won through, having spent his en- 
tire working life at the company. But his rival for 
the top job, Keith Oates, was forced to leave. It was 


an undignified scramble, as far away from the com- 
pany's culture as it is possible to imagine. 

Yesterday the news got even worse. M&S issued 
a calamitous Christmas trading statement show- 
ing that , its sales in the crucial November and 
December period had been "significantly lower than 
expected”. Clothing, footwear and home fa mishing?; 
had been particularly badly hit 

The result is that an “Autumn %lue” and then 
a “Winter Value" promotional campaign has turned 
into the mother of all January sales, as the group 
slashes the prices of merchandise to shift racks of 
unsold goods. The financial impact is wounding. 
There will be a sharp fall in. profits for the full year 
to around £625m, half those of last year; whereas 
City analysts had been expecting around £800m. It 
will be the worst profits result for almost a decade, 
and the company's shares have sunk to a five-year 
low on the stock exchange. 

7b try to wrench the ship back on course, Peter 
Salsbury yesterday announced a wide-ranging 
shake-up. The company is reorganising its man- 
agement structure, creating a group-wide marketing 
department for the first time and increasing the 
number of sales staff to improve service. An “effi- 
ciency” progranrae wifi examine working practices 
in tiie group. There are sure to be job losses, almost 
anathema to the M&S mindset whereby staff have 
traditionally felt they have a job for life. 

Fbra company such as Marks & Spencer; these 
problems are without precedent This is a business 
bred on success. Suddenly, after decades, there are 
signs of fallibility all around. The management is 
not used to such situations. 

Mr Salsbury was reafisticyesterdsy about the job 
in hand: “These are poor figures and highlight the 
scale of the task facing us -but no one should doubt 
the importance of these changes or our commitment 
to deliver them. It is a good start” 

But how could this happen to the mighty M&S? 


Has the store that still supplies 40 per cent of the 
nation’s underwear and holds half the market in 
ready-mode meals lost its touch? Or is this a tem- 
porary blip in this group's otherwise regal progress? 

First, the problems. As usual with most corpor- 
ate mishaps, there are several factors behind the 
slide. Just over a year ago M&S embarked on the 
biggest expansion in the group’s history, with a £2bn 
programme to add a huge amount of new floor space. 
It bought 19 stores from Littlewoods in the UK while 
overseas it planned assaults in Europe and Asia. 
Unfortunately this coincided with a downturn in con- 
sumer spending at home, while the previously boom- 
ing Asian economies plunged into crisis. 

M&S has since reined in its expansion plans, but 
tiie disruption caused by integrating the Littlewoods 
stores has been greater than expected. “People don't 

by Nigel Cope 


want to shop in a place with partitions up... They 
go somewhere else,” one retail analyst said. 

The company’s famous “Buy British” policy has 
also turned against it M&S still buys around 70 per 
cent of its goods in the UK. But as the Asian crisis 
hit textile supply centres in Hong Kong and Taiwan, 
rivals that were buying more of their goods in these 
cheap markets could price their goods more 
cheaply. Suddenly M&S garments looked expensive. 

Another problem is its range of merchandise. 
M&S has never been at the cutting edge of fashion, 
but critics say that certain ranges began to look a 
bit frumpy last yean One colleague who visited the 
Brighton store last summer commented: ‘They had 
loads of unsightly industrial racking filled with stuff 
available in all sizes at cut prices. But it was so vile 
you wouldn’t have wanted to buy any of it anyway.” 

There have been problems on avaflabdity, too. On 


a visit to the Croydon store in early December, it 
proved impossible to find four items in the colour 
or size required. That was £100 of lost sales from 
one customer in a single store, at a lime when stocks 
should have been at their maximum. 

Staff morale, too, has not been quite what you 
would expect Requests for assistance in Croydon 
were met by a frustrated tirade about how messy 
the store had become and how the management 
didn't seem to know what they were doing. Friends 
have seen staff openly berating colleagues in front 
of customers. These are small signs and possibly 
not a reflection of the vwder business. But they could 
be a symptom of a company in trouble. 

M&S has also been too bureaucratic. It has lay- 
ers and layers of management, and decisions are 
made through a tortuous process of committees. 
Part of Salsbury 5 s grand plan is to slim the struc- 
ture down and make the company more responsive 
to customers’ needs. 

Another significant factor is the huge increase 
in competition. As recently as the early Nineties, 
Next was almost bust, Gap had barely arrived and 
Debenhams was not firing on all cylinders. Now all 
those three have succeeded in eating away at 
Marks's market share. As Richard Hyman, bead of 
Verdict, the retail consultant, says; “M&S has lost 
its wpya bit Next and Debenhams have caugfat them 
up in the last three or four years . M&S has also lost 
its edge, both in fashionabiSty and value for money.” 

The problems are not restricted to clothing. In 
foods, M&S pioneered ready-made meals, such as 
fancy individual gooseberry fools selling at a huge 
mark-up. Then everyone else, from Sainsbuiy's to 
Somerfield, copied them. The gap has narrowed. 

But, Mr Hyman adds, none of these problems is 
insurmountable. The company does not need re- 
invention, just a bit of fine-tuning, he says. 

Fashion experts point out that M&S was in fact 
one of the first to employ top designers on its cloth- 


ing - people such as Paul Smith and Betty Jackson 
helped on styling, but M&S did not promote their 
involvement sufficiently. Rivals such as Debenhams 
have since copied the strategy, with exclusive de- 
signs from the likes of Jasper Conran. But they shout 
their designer credentials from the rooftops.M&S's 
rivals' promotional displays are often better, too. 
While Deben ha ms presents its designer collections 
in separate, distinct areas of the shop floor; Marks 
& Spencer often has an elegantty styled suit right 
next to the comfy cardies. 

But for all the obvious problems M&S faces today 
its solutions are equally apparent The smart 
money is not on a continued decline in fortunes at 
M&S buton a retail renaissance - though that may 
take time. The company has taken the first step to- 
wards redemption by recognising its mistakes and 
tackling them. Its new chief executive’s future career 
depends on his restoring M&S to its hitherto pre- 
eminent position. 

It would also be wise to remember the company’s 
enormous strengths. This is an organisation that 
for all its difficulties, still had group sales of £8bn 
last year and will make profits of more than £ti00m 
this year. It still holds a colossal 19 per cent of the 
women's dothing market, miles ahead of its near- 
est competitor It is still number one in knickers and 
socks as well as in chilled foods. And where else can 
customers return unwanted purchases even if 
they have lost the receipt? What other high-street 
brand engenders such trust? 

According to compary spokesmen, things could 
start to look up quite soon. Spring fashion ranges 
will hit tiie stores within the next few weeks. It would 
be very foolish to write Marks & Spencer off As 
Richard Hyman of Verdict puts it: “I am certain we - 
are not looking at the demise of M&S. That would 
be ludicrous. I folly expect the company to be fir- 
ing on all cylinders by this time next year.” 

My mum, for one, will be pleased. 
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Work and the family 


Sir Deborah On* ("Welcome to a 
two-tier society”, 13 January) 
rightly identifies the macho 
culture of presenteeism as an 
impediment to genuine equality at 
the workplace and in wider society. 
Many women want to work flexibly 
once they have started a family. 
Enli ghtened employers are happy 
for them to do so, whether on a job 
share or some other basis. 

Employers wedded to full-time 
work can be forced to think 
otherwise, but only through the 
tortuous route of indirect sex 
discrimination claims, lb succeed 
a woman must prove to the 
satisfaction of an employment 
tribunal that she “could not 
comply” with her employer’s 
insistence on full-time work. 
Usually the claim is only brought 
once the woman has been forced to 
resign in order to deal with her 
childcare commitments. 

The Government has an 
opportunity to rectify this situation 
in the Fhimess at Work Bill, shortly 
to begin its parliamentary 
passage. A chapter in that Bill on 
family-friendly working will 
contain some improvements to 
maternity and paternal leave 
arrangements. If the Government 
is really serious about making 
work more family-friendly, it 
should include a positive right for 
all workers to work flexibly, subject 
only to proof by the employer that 
the job must for good business 
reasons be performed fafl-time. 
NICK ROSE 
London NW5 


Sir. Three things are stopping 
us moving to a sub-4 0-hour 
working week. 

First it remains cheaper to 
employ a few people for many 
hours rather than many people for 
a few hours, not just until the 
employees are occasionally absent 
or exhausted, but until they are 
severely debilitated. 

Second, managers have no 
incentive to consider the effects of 
their decisions on society as a 
whole; indeed, those who persist in 
consideringsuch things rarely 
achieve influence and may be 
lucky to stay in work. 

Third, for every worker who has 
something else to do. there is 
usually another; either single or 
divorced, who does not, and such 
employees will remain good for 
profits for as long as the NHS pays 
for their physical and 
psychological repair. Employers’ 
practices will only veer towards 
Deborah Orris ideal if 
corporations are forced to pay all 
those charges themselves. 

The entry of middle-class 
women with high-earning partners 
into the job market has raised 
housing costs in the South-east 
beyond the means of most 
ordinary people who want to give 
time to their children; it has 
shunted about a million men into 
more or less permanent 
unemployment, where they are 
marginally maintained by the 
state; and ithas raised the age at 
which young people can become 
independent and start their awn 
families. Small wonder that people 
marry later or that the middle- 
class birth-rate is declining. 

A middle-class woman with a 
high-earning partner may have a 
“right to work”, but until foil 
employment returns, high-earning 
couples living at the same address, 
with or without children, should be 
taxed on the foil costs of enforcing 
that right against society as a whole. 
HEON STEVENSON 
Centre for Legal Studies 
University of Sussex 
Brighton 


Sir. 1 was interested to read your 
leading article entitled “The social 
costs and personal benefits of 
working on holidays” (4 January) . 
The Government believes that the 
right to time off is a vitally 
important one. That is why we 
made it a manifesto commitment 
to implement the Working Time 
Directive, one of our pledges that 
we have now met 
Workers should have 
protection from being made to 
work long hours. We recognise 
that flexibility is necessary. 
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Signs of God No 5: At Marian House in Cardiff an ordinary-looking send which has been converted into a community centre for deaf Christians, there is 
lively sign conversation as coffee is served after Mass Tim Hetheringhm 


allowing those who want to work 
longer the choice to do so. But it is 
necessary to establish fair 
minimum standards in order to 
protect the most vulnerable. 

This supports the 
Government’s wider goal of 
promoting family-friendly 
employment Combining paid work 
and parenting, or caring for 
dependants, is hard work. Working 
parents need as much support as 
possible. The longhours culture 
has historically not only created 
barriers to work for women, but 
has also prevented many men 
from taking an active role in their 
children's upbringing. 

Providing limits on working 
hours, minimum rest periods from 
work and an entitlement to paid 
annual leave wiD help working 
parents to spend more time with 
their children and so balance their 
home and work commitments 
more successfully. 

ian McCartney 
Minister of State 
Department of Trade and 
Industry 
London SWl 


as public works that Lloyd George 
promoted in an attempt to conquer 
unemployment 
Dr RICHARD GRAYSON 
Director 

Centre far Reform 
London, SWl 


Abused children 


Taking liberties 


Sir: If Ken Livingstone (Comment 
13 January! wishes to accuse 
Philip Gould of “a complete 
ignorance of British history” he 
should brush up on bis own 
history first 

Arguing that the Liberals were 
in decline from the 1850s, and 
seeing the 1886 split as sealing 
the party’s fete, reckons without 
the landslide of 1906. and the 
radical government it ushered 
in. TVue, there was a dramatic 
split in 1 886, but the party 
recovered completely. 

It is an oversimplification to say 
that the Liberals were a party of 
classical laissez-faire capitalism. 
Again, Ken Livingstone overlooks 
the party’s reforms from 1906 on 
issues such as pensions, which 
most historians agree amounted to 
the foundation of the welfare state. 
Later; in 1928 it was not laissez- 
faire capitalism but creative 
government action in areas such 


Sir Hadn’t someone better explain 
to Yasmin Alibhai-Brown (“Why do 
we still ignore the screams of 
abused children?”, 8 January) that 
the age of deference is over - 
whether for hereditary peers or 
social workers? 

Yes, certainly some children get 
abused at home, but as we are sadly- 
finding out they are just as likely to 
be abused in care. Even if they are 
being abused, calling in the soda! 
services may well only transfer 
them from the frying-pan to the fire. 
If they aren’t then the horrific 
consequences of a false accusation 
hardly bear thinking about 

Why do you think the public 
have been so reluctant to help the 
authorities catch Jeff and Jenny 
Bramley? It is because they 
haven't seen the evidence, and (at 
least) until they do they are just 
going to assume that the 
authorities have got it wrong again 

Ms Alibhai-Brown is asking us 
to take it on faith that the social 
workers know what they are doing. 
In your dreams, ma'am! 

MICHAEL W STONE 
Peterborough 


Sir. I have read your 
correspondence on reporting child 
abuse (letters, 13 January) and felt 
that the perspective of an adult 
survivor of violent abuse might be 
of interest 

During my childhood, my 
mother was unable to control her 
vicious temper and I was her 
habitual target The neighbours 
must have heard the screams, and 
they must have seen the bruises 
but they- did nothing. Doubtless it 
was none of their business. 
Inaction of this kind gives abusers 
permission to carry on. If everyone 
knows a child is being beaten but 
does nothing, the child gets the 
message that there is no hope, no 
escape from years of misery. 

I sympathise with the plight of 
MrMcCourt who has lost his 
children, but I sympathise more 
with the child who Ms Alibhai- 
Brown knows is being abused, but 
no one has bothered to pick up the 
phone to help. 

NAME AND ADDRESS 
SUPPLIED 


Out of step with EU 


Sin I read with concern the claim 
made in Gordon Brown’s 
document to the European 
Commission that the traditional 
differences between the British 
economy and those of its EU 
partners “are becoming less 
distinct over time” (“Brown spells 
out plans to join euro”, 13 


January ). The evidence for this is 
patchy, and where such 
“convergence” maybe happening 
it is still wholly inadequate for the 
UK to accommodate the “one size 
fits all” monetary polity that 
comes with the single currency. 

Even on the quite inadequate 
criteria of inflation rates and 
interest rates we have not 
converged. 

Of course, inflation rates are 
falling towards EU levels but they 
are still higher And, of course, UK 
interest rates have fallen, but at 6 
percent they are still well above 
Euroland’s and any precipitate fell 
towards 3 per cent would surely 
trigger inflation in the labour and 
housing markets. 

But these criteria do not get to 
the heart of real cyclical 
convergence. 

On any measure of capacity 
utilisation lwhetheritis,for 
example, unemployment for 
pressures in the labour market or 
a more general “output gap” 
measure) Britain shows no signs 
of moving into line with the core 
European economies. 

Our business cycle is 
stubbornly transatlantic rather 
than continental. 

There remain fundamental 
structural differences (for 
example, more divergent trade 
patterns and a greater sensitivity 
to changes in short-term interest 
rates) which - even if we were 
ever to get into “sync” with core 


Europe - would effectively 
torpedo any hopes of sustained 
cyclical convergence. 

RUTH LEA 
Head of Policy Unit 
Institute of Directors 
London SWl 


Teenage vote-loser 


Sin Prue Skinner (letter. 14 
January) might be interested to 
know that immobilising 
breathalysers have been tried 
out in New Zealand. 

Successful? Not really, humans 
being what they are. Delinquent 
drivers usoalty got their 
passengers -or even passers by 
-to blow on their behalf! 

JD SLOAN 

PvJborough, Wist Sussex 


IN BRIEF 


Sin Matt Cavanagh attributes 
Tony Blair’s habit of stating 
everything in threes to 


religiosity (letter; 13 January). 
Is it not more likely that he is 
modelling himself on the 
Bellman, the leader of those 
hunting the Snark? He told bis 
men: “What I teD you three 
times is true.” His map was one 
the crew could understand, for 
it was “the best - a perfect and 
absolute blank”. Sounds like 
New Labour philosophy to me. 
KIRSTEN ELLIOTT 
Bath 


Sin Lawrence Roberts is 
missing the point; the Robin 
Cook saga and the relevance 
of the private lives of public 
personalities is not about 
drink, sex or even drugs 
(letter. 14 January). The issue 
is about betrayal of trust, 
deceit and concealment, 
traits undesirable in any 
person. We teach our children 
not to lie because it is habit- 
forming. 

HUSSAIN RUSTAM 
New Malden, 

Surrey 


Sin 1 was astounded to read your 
article regarding the possibility of 
teenagers being enfranchised at 
the age of 16 (“Vote at 16 to be 
considered by Ministers”, 31 
December). 

Although at this age one is 
legally entitled to leave school, get 
married, have a child and die for 
one’s country, one still needs 
parental consent to marry - thus 
proving that one is still not 
altogether autonomous. I am sure 
that there must be many more 16- . 
than 18-year-olds who stifl live at 
home and rely on their parents' 
financial support I think that these 
two vital years do make an 
immense difference in developing 
one’s opinions and ideas. 

If adolescents were granted the 
right to vote at 16 the vast majority 
might do so, but not necessarily 
for the right reasons. The bulk of 
16-year-olds haven’t a due what 
they really want from a 
government and therefore would 
just vote as their parents do. 

Others might cast their vote in the 
opposite direction merely to be 
antagonistic. Mary teenagers 
would say that it didn't matter who 
they voted for, as it was simply one 
vote. As there are 1.5 million 16- 
and 17-year-olds this could make a 
considerable difference to the 
outcome of an election. 

I also cannot folly comprehend 
why the Government has been 
considering changing the 
legislation as there has been no 
apparent demand from teenagers. 

Despite the fact that I am 13 and 
have very definite views on many 
subjects, I would prefer to wait 
until I am 18 and will be more 
mature and the issues will have 
more relevance to me. 

CHARLOTE CASSIS 
London SWl 1 


Our outdated Army 


Sir 1 faHy support Ma jor Jo yce’s , t 
views regarding the Amy’s 
antiquated and “cfassist” 
commissioning pofiqy whidhhas ^ 
led to him being told to resign orbe^ 
sacked (“Defiant Major is told to^ : ^ 
quit” , 14 January). v ' 


Why else during a recent Army ^ 


Commissioning Board was T 


connections” and whether! \ 

a private school and also li st tte .-fray ? 
occupations of my femify menfoer^^ 

I am sure that many people .. . J 
consideri ng an Army career are ijnlg 
deterred by an instit ut i on that ^ 

appearecontenttoifoilrayits^ 
discriminatory and outdated. 


, Df 


r&r ( 


out against the Army will onty ■ 
serve to reinforce such views ^'jjj 
among toe public. 

Is it any wonder that the Army 
exp eriencin g a recruitment crisis?^. 2 
PETER WOOD . 

Helsby, Cheshire • 


Hunt the ‘natter* 


Sin TSuir report of the stucfy by • 
Taylor and Gunn (6 January) : ^ 

shatters the myth that more peopfeJS 
are dying at the hands of people 
identified as mentally lQ. According^ 
to Home Office figures, the absolute ^ 
number of such honnrides.feti • 

between 1957 and 1995. ^ 

So much for the simplistic 
soundbite “community care has ;v | 
failed”, and the clamour forever 
more confinement and coercto® ■ ^ 
which appears to have - 
overwhelmed the Government ; 
which has put public safety befoaigv 
care in relation to mental' • 

health priorities. 

Anotherstudymightbeg^:' 1 
interesting, namely of the txgnds 
over time of the amount of p£&idty 
given to each of these saddeetbs. I ... 
suspect thiswould find an 
astonishing rise overthe fast 10 - 'i 

years or so -but why? A homicide i 
in the 1960S was no less horrible . ..jj 
than one in the 1990s. 

I suggest the answer is simple-^ 
good okLfeshkmed bigotry. 

Pressure groups campaigning $||| 
about honfickies by people with :-a|P 
mental health problems are givecffit|; 
hearing because we want to hear 
them, because in the last few - 
decades the “mentally ill” have - ■-'.-3 
“moved out into the community” ,’.3 
(that is, former detainees have . . / cfl 
begun to be acknowledged as . 
equal citizens'). • • 

In past centuries we bad ; | 

witches, Jews orblacks far ■ ■/* 

officialdom to scapegoat. Is it now 
the turn of “nutters” and ' 

“psychos”? . . C 

Dr STEPHEN HOPKER 
Consultant in General Psychiatry '• : 
ShipteyWestYorkshire r - 
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Millennium misery 


Sin In the panic about the 
“millennium (Y2K) bug”, it seems 
we may be bufldingup even bigger . 
problems for ourselves in the future. 

Back in the 1960s, apparently 
programmers took a short cut, 
indicating dates with just the last 
two digits, thus creating problems 
for the year 2000. They presumably ’ 
thought that by now all their 

systems would be obsolete. 

However; if we now 
successfully convert everything to 
four figures, we will have an even . 
bigger problem in 8,000 years’ 
time, at the turn of 9999. The next 
year will be 10000. 

By that time, the four-figure 
system will have been embedded in 
everything for 8.000 years. If we go 
back 8,000 years from now, we go 
back to the earliest neolithic times 
and the fragmentary traces, in a . 
few places, of something akin to 
civilisation, and before the 
beginning of writing. 

The YlOK bug, by then 

embedded in chips almost twice as 
old as the pyramids are now, will be . 
vastly more difficult to sort out 

They certainly won’t be able to find 
the o ri gi n al programmers. 

Please, therefore, let us go to 
five digits, now. I Would imagine 
that by 99999 - in 98,000 years’ time, 

if we are still here, we should have 
managed to upgrade all the chips 

from the first 10 millennia 
Dr CHRIS BELLAMY 
LondonW3 . . 
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Transsexual Italian waiters approaching from the right 


’ ^OUt 


FROM TIME to time I get worried 
letters from readers who don’t 
know anywhere else to turn to find 
out about etiquette. And indeed it 
must be very confusing if. for ex- 
ample, you have lived all your life 
in somewhere backward and 
provincial like London and you sud- 
denly come into society and don’t 
know how to behave, so today I am 
dealing as best I can with some of 
your more anguished enquiries. 


What should Ida at aparty if I am 
trapped with a man who has a 
compulsion to talk about those 
dreary things that men always talk 
about, sttch as cars or politics or 
sport or the new sitcom on televi- 
sion? How do you get away from 
aman like foot without offending 
him, or, at feast, without him fol- 
lowing yvu? 


Can I deduce from this that you 
area woman? 

No. I am in fact a man at the 
moment, bid I am due soon to 
have the operation which will 
tum me into the woman I feel I re- 
ally have been all along, and 
which will give me not just a 
uxman’s body but a blessed free- 
dom from conversation about 
cars, politics, sport, etc. 

TO&, there's your answer! To get 
away from any man in a hurry all 
you have to do is go into some de- 
tails about the sex change opera- 
tion you are about to have! That 
should get rid of him! 

That’s aM very well, but very 
many qf us find ourselves longing 
to get away from someone at a 
party who is boring us to death 
and have no intention of chang- 
ing sex in the near future. What 


do you recommend to us normal 
ones? 

Well I should pretend that... 

AriddorftteUmetopretendthat 
I am going to have a sex change 
operatimandaskme to gointo de- 
tail about it! 

Oh. Ah... well, in that case, I 
should tell the person you are 
trapped with at the party that you 
take feng shui very seriously end 
that you realise you should be 
standing somewhere else in the 
room for fear of damaging your 
health, then move there as soon as 
you have said it 
When you sit down at a table in 
a smart restaurant, rohy does the 
waiter immediately remove the 
empty plate at your place? 

To see if there is a tip under- 
neath it 

Oh.Whenl sit down ala restau- 



Miles 

KINGTON 


Today l am dealing as 
best 1 can with some of 
your more anguished 
enquiries about etiquette 


rant table with an empty plate m 
front qfme. am I meant to leave a 
tip before die meal starts? 


Certainly not But you can al- 
ways have a look to see if the pre- 
vious diners have left something. 

When you are out driving end 
you come to a roundabout, you’re 
meant to give way to a car al- 
ready on the roundabout But 
what happens if a vehicle comes 
to the roundabout on EVERY ac- 
cess road at EXACTLY the same 
time? And then everyone stops 
and waits far someone else to 
make the first move? Who has 
precedence then? 

The person with the most ex- 
pensive car. Failing that the per- 
son with the oldest car registration 
number. Failing that the car with 
the biggest driven Failing that the 
driver who has most recently had 
a sex change operation. Failing 
that.. 

OK, OK we get the point But 


what happens if, when you’re 
going round a roundabout, you ac- 
cidentally miss your exit road 
and then have to go round again? 
And an your second time round 
you come to a cor which was 

waatingtocomeonlherottndcibout 

the first time round? Do you stiU 
get precedence over that car the 
second time round? Or does prece- 
dence only count once? And if it 

coimtstwice,vxxMttcountathird 

time round? 


May I ask if you are a woman 
driver? 

What has that got to do loiUi it, 

maylask? 

Nothing. I am just trying to be 
annoying. 

Wfefl, / am a woman driver,as a 
matter qf fact, but I am waiting for 
an operation at the moment... 

To turn you into a male driver? 


Nothing qfthe sort I am having 

a. nerma operation. 

Then you shouldn't be driving. 
Ccmyouperhapshdpme? 1 am 

an Italian waiter who is saving up 
to have a sex change operation , 

wa V 1 save money is 
to take plates away at the begin- 
ning of the meal in the restaurant . 
and keep them so I can sell them 

^ymakeaUtOemoney.W^l, 
pother day I was driving to the < 
place inhere they buy and sell 
restaurant equipment with aS 
these plates on the backseat qf my 
car, when I came to a rotmd- 
I knew bud if I stopped 
suddenly I might break all the 
Ptotes. so although it was notmy- 
ngktqfioay... . . 




Sir: 

^2*05* 
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Tm sorry. That’s all we have space 
roc Some other time perhaps. - 
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The national tragedy 
behind the poignant 
tale of the Bramleys 

THE STORY of Jeff and Jennifer Bramiey, who ran away 
with their foster-children Jade and Hanna h, is disturbing. 
Not simply because two parents should feel so desperate 
that they have to disappear in order to keep the children 
they love, but because the prevalent assumption through- 
out the nation is that the Bramleys must be right and Cam- 
bridgeshire social services must be wrong. 

It has come to something when the reputation of one 
of the agencies of the state that touches so directly and 
intimately on people’s lives has fallen so low that it is 
regarded with universal suspicion. 

Politicians - and leader-writers, for that matter - like 
to talk about freedom and justice as sweeping expanses 
of abstract principle. But this is what freedom is about in 
real life. If ordinary people live in fear of social services, 
not because they have done anything wrong but simply 
because they feel powerless in the face of what seems to 
them to be an arbitrary bureaucracy, that is a cancer at 
the heart of our democracy. 

It should be stressed that we do not know why it was 
decided that the Bramleys were not fit to adopt the five- 
and three-year-old half-sisters whom they had been 
fostering since last March. It may be that there are other 
facts that are more convincing than the feeble stuff offered 
so far about lacking the “special parenting skills" the 
children need - facts that are being kept secret quite right- 
ly from the point of view of the children's privacy. But cer- 
tainly, If the account given by the Bramleys in their open 
letter this week is true, they, as prospective adoptive 
parents, have not been given satisfactory reasons for 
Cambridgeshire Social Services' change of mind. 

What is more fright ening is that the couple seem to have 
sought legal redress against the council only to fall foul 
of procedural red tape - or should that be pink legal ribbon? 

- which would not allow the courts to consider the 
children's interest 

In law, the rights of prospective adoptive parents are 
too limited - and, especially in cases where an authority 
changes its mind, the burden of proof should be reversed. 
In apy case, it should not be necessary for people to go to 
law to achieve swift and effective remedy against soda! 
services when things go wrong there should be some 
method of appealing to an independent body before 
resorting to law. 

Frank Dobson should intervene, not just to ensure that 
justice is both done and seen to be done in the Bramleys 1 
case, but to try to restore public confidence in social ser- 
vices generally. As long as the social services appear to 
wield unaccountable power, too many people will feel 
they live in the repressive shadow of the “family police", , 
which is a terrible state for a free country to be in. 



A missed opportunity 
to flex some muscles 


THE EUROPEAN Parliament has missed a historic 
opportunity to come of age. In callin g off their attack on 
the European Commission, Euro MPs did more than just 
let Jacques Santer and his colleagues off the hook, lam- 
entable though that may be. The failure was of far greater 
significance. It has shown that the European Parliament 
is not ready to act as a proper parliament. 

Once upon a time the European Parliament was, in fact, 
supposed to be weak, a mere talking shop. Only in 1979, 
with direct elections, did it change its name from the Euro- 
pean Assembly. But effective parliaments are about more 
than being directly elected. They have to take on the exec- 
utive. Of course they should be granted statutory powers, 


as the European Parliament has been. But it has to use 
its powers. What we have witnessed is the parliament refus- 
ing to seize even part of the territory that marks out the 
authority of a real parliament - scrutiny of the executive 
and the power of the purse. The fraud issue was an ideal 
opportunity to assert the control over both. 

Of course, to have pressed the “nuclear button" and 
dismissed the entire commission would have caused 
chaos. But in the sweep of history, it would have been well 
worth it From the struggle between English monarchs and 
parliamentarians in the 17th century to the current tussle 
between the American congress and President Clinton, par- 
liaments have to cause trouble if they are doing their job. 
At the same time that M Santer made a fool of the Euro- 
pean Parliament, Tbny Blair was being grilled by the Oppo- 
sition in the Commons. Until the European Parliament 
starts to throw its weight around, it will not gain the legit- 
imacy that it so craves. 


A picture of wealth 

THE QUEEN got herself into a spot of public-relations 
bother a few years ago when a louche Sunday newspaper 
insisted on calling her “the world’s richest woman* 1 . A 
pained Palace spokesman pointed out that this valuation 
included the royal art collection, which could not be 
regarded as the Queen's personal property since it 
belonged to the nation. Well, you could have fooled us. 

Yesterday, plans were unveiled for a new art gallery at 
Buckingham Palace so that we, her subjects, can see some 
of the 9,000 pictures she has in her various attics. Except 
that we will have to pay for the privilege of seeing our own 
pictures. At a time when the Government is trying to 
reverse the trend towards charging for museums and art 
galleries, the Queen's new spin doctorate has missed a 
chance to win friends by opening the doors for free. 
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Mr Portillo is everywhere - except 
in the one place he wants to be 
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MICHAEL PORTILLO has been every- 
where this week. On Tuesday night, 
on BBC2, he was touring Spain 
exuding his new-look, intelligent 
charm. Last night you may have 
. caught him on BBCTs Question Time. 
In between, he has been presenting 
Channel 4’s Powerhouse, its thrice- 
weekly political programme. In the 
space of four days, prominent 
appearances on three terrestrial 
^ channels out of five is good going. It 
makes those other Tory exxtes, Edwina 
Currie and David MeDaq seem shy and 

retiring. 

There is, though, a big difference 
between Portillo and the other poht- 
icians- turned-media personalities. 
MeHor and co thrive on their new lives 
in the spotlight They have become 
/^roadcasters, and are probably 
■ ''created with greater respect and awe 
as media celebrities than they ever 
were as politicians. 

T his is not the attitude of Portillo. 
: Although he is pretty good in front of 
the cameras, he does not see per- 
• forming on television as his vocation. 
In contrast to the others, he performs 
for reasons of expediency. It keeps him 
in the public eye and helps to pay the 
bills. What is more, the broad media 
exposure permits the'cultivation of a 
more rounded, softer image. But 
Portillo’s ubiquity is all a means to an 
end, rather than an end in itself. 

Briefly I had first-hand experience 
of this interim phase in the Portillo 

career appearing as one of his guests 

on the Powerhouse programme. It 
was curious watching him, in another 
item on the programme, as the 
neutral interviewer of a discussion on 


Europe, challenging the Conservative 
backbencher John Bercow about his 
Euroscepticism. Most revealingly, 
though, at the end of the programme 
Portillo did not seem to have the 
adrenaline racing around him which 
most presenters have after navigating 
their way through half an hour of live 
television. Probably he was thinking: 
“What am I doing here interviewing 
a couple of insignificant journalists?" 

As the closing signature tune 
played, he put it more politely by 
observing to myself and Peter 
Hitchens of The Express: “Politics is 
a strange world.” I asked him the 
predictable question about whether he 
found it easier being on the other side 
of the microphone. Instead of ans- 
wering directly be compared the 
interviewer's art with performing in 
the Commons. “Preselling is difficult 
because so much is going on at the 
same time. But then I guess you 
would find speaking at the Dispatch 
BoxverynerWracking.lt depends on 
what you are used to. Mind you, it is 
impossible ever to be entirely relaxed 
about performing on the front bench. 
The eerie silence of your own back 
benches in moments of difficulty is a 
real challenge.” Here was someone in 
the midst of a week of television ex- 
posurethat many politicians would die 
fro; reflecting within seconds of a live 
performance on the different arena of 
the Commons. He wants to get bade 
there, and I suspect that he would like 
to get back there soon. 

This is not just “tittle-tattle" to 
complement New Labour’s soap 
opera of recent weeks. It matters. In 
the choreography of Conservative 



Steve 

Richards 

He has the same gift Tony 
Blair had in opposition; 
he can make the vacuous 
appear deeply serious 

politics between now and the election, 
the position of Portillo is highly 
significant For even outside the 
Commons, Portillo is seen as a 
credible, charismatic rival to William 
Hague. Inside the Commons, the 
breathing down Hague's neck would 
get much heavier. In terms of the 
dynamics of the Tbry party it is highly 
significant too. Hague's only credible 
rival is from the right limiting his 
room for manoeuvre on the wider 

political spectrum. 

In a way that is unfair to both of 
them, Hague has already suffered 
from the “Fortflto effect”, an inevitable 
consequence of a leader with a low 
poll-rating anda charismatic figur e on 
the sidelines. Fbr a Channel 4 series 
Portillo presented last September 
(Channel 4 seems to be intent on 
rehabilitating the great man single- 


handedly), Hague was interviewed in 
what appeared to be a scene from 
Monty Python. The interview looked 
as though it was taking place on an iso- 
lated, windswept moon At apy moment 
it seemed as though John Cleese 
would appeal; to announce: “And now 
for something completely different" 
As the gales of wind swept around 
them, Portillo asked, in effect why so 
many people had concluded that 
Hague was not up to the job. After- 
wards, many articles were written on 
Portillo's cheek in h umiliating his 
leader in such an overt fashion. In feet 
a producer on the programme tells me 
that it was Hague's adviser who 
suggested the unflattering location 
and that Portillo did not want to ask 
the embarrassing questions. No mat- 
ten as with bis Messiah-like appear- 
ances at the fringes of the party 
conference, in which he stressed the 
importance of loyalty every Portillo 
move will be judged as preliminary 
stages in his bid for the leadership. 

More importantly Portillo's loom- 
ing presence hems Hague in. You can 
bet that every move he makes is 
calculated partly to keep Portillo at 
bay. That means that even if he were 
to wake up in the middle of the night 
and decide on a move towards the 
centre ground, he would not be able 
to make it. In opposition, where sym- 
bolism is more important than policy- 
making, a return to the shadow cab- 
inet of Ken Clarke would boost the 
Tories at the polls more than anything 
Hague has said or done as leader. 
Clarke has said he would be happy to 
return before the election. But what 
would Hague have to do or say to bring 


about such an important moment? 
And what “clear blue water" would 
arise between himself and Portillo as 
a result? It will not happen. 

Instead Hague will promote the 
“British Way" in the coming weeks as 
relentlessly as Blair presents his 
Third Way. To put it politely, both Ways 
have a certain ideological flexibility. 
Fbr example, Hague wflJ soon drop the 
idea he provocatively floated in his 
party conference speech, of an Eng- 
lish parliament. But the British Way 
suggests an embrace of tradition and 
an opposition to change, most specif- 
ically within Europe, which is unlikely 
to reassure the centrists in the party. 

It will be very much to Portillo's 
liking, though. Indeed, if Portillo had 
invented it, the Times and Telegraph 
would have heralded the British Way 
. as a profound new philosophy. Every 
time Portillo made a banal speech in 
the mid-Nineties on public spending 
or poorly qualified foreigners, the 
right-wing broadsheets knelt at the 
altar and christened him the new 
“philosopher king". Portillo has the 
same gift Tony Blair had in opposition. 
He can make the vacuous appear 
deeply serious. In opposition, though 
not in government, this is a great gift 
Tory voters, looking at those grim 
opinion polls, wOl be aware of it 

So will William Hague, struggling 
still to get a sympathetic press. He 
knows that while Portillo may seem 
to have been everywhere this week, 
he has in reality been everywhere 
except where he really wants to be. 

Steve Richards is political editor of 
the Wets Statesman f 


Q uote of the Day 

“I am a victim of my own spin." 

Charlie Wheelan, 

Jormer Treasury press secretary 

T hought for the day 

“Man is the only animal that can remain on friendly terms 
with the victims he intends to eat until he eats them.” 
Samuel Butler, 

British writer. 


MICHAELS TRYING to do what 

most of us, untouched by a div- 
ine talent, could never con- 
template: he’s trying to quit 
with his illusion of immortality 
■vitact That feared defeat, that 
iinw anfed p n d^g , that sad last 

act, is a vital part of the plot It’s 

also parallel to the narrative 
line we all live through our 
whole lives. We get to the end 
of things and we stick around 
for whatever is next But that 
next story doesn't begin until 
you have an ending, a denoue- 


ment fbr the first Michael is 


Salon Magazine 

A BALLPLAYER, unlike an 
artist cannot continue refining 
his art until the end of bis life, 
and Jordan knew when the 
time had -come to recognize 
that he had written the right 
ending for his careen He is 
going out at the top of his 
game, a champion who has 
nothing left to prove. 

Boston Globe 


monitor 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
US comment on the retirement of 
the basketball star Michael Jordan 


HE is arguably the world's 
most famous person, and not 
onjy famous but admired- a fig- 
ure whose selling -power ex- 
tends far beyond sports. But his 
decision to leave the Chicago 


Bulls, who have pretty much 
owned the NBA championship 
in this decade, hardly came as 
a surprise. He’d said he didn't 
wish to play for any coach 
other than Phil Jackson, who 


has left the Bulls. And he can 
afford (at well over $70 million 
a year in salary and endorse- 
ments, boy can he afford) to 
leave while still on top, making 
a dignified exit 
The Washington Post 

THERE ARE no other Michael 
Jordans. This is an athlete 
whose thoughtful approach to 
fame offers the best guidance 
on what professional sports in 
general ought to be looking foe 
As Jordan so aptly demon- 


strated again Wednesday, the 
many aspirants to the throne of 
“His Aimess” need to under- 
stand that it takes more than 
slam dunks to inspire lasting 
fan loyalty and admiration. 

LA Tones 

JORDAN BECAME a potent 
symbol of sports merchandis- 
ing. He rescued pro basketball 
from toe doldrums and came to 
symbolize American culture 
that encircles the world. 

San Francisco Chronicle 
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PANDORA 


You can judge a book by its cover 


NOT EVERYONE was thrilled 
to read The Mirror * s sprightly 
interview with Charlie 
Whelan yesterday morning. 
Pandora was aboard the 
Docklands light Railway 
approaching Canary Wharf, 
home of The Independent and 
other newspapers, when a 
hack sitting nearby answered 
his frantically ringing mobile 
phone. It was dear that the 
caller - whose name 
appeared to be “Dominic*’ - 
was in a distressed state. The 
hack on the train did his best 
to mollify him, finally raising 
his voice to say, “What 
Charlie said last Sunday was 
that if he did give any 
interview, it would be to us.” 
At that point the caller 
abruptly broke off 
communications. Soon the 
train reached the Wharf and 
the doleful-looking hack 
strode off reluctantly in the 
direction of the Telegraph 
group. 


a book od Hillary, who 
already has the former 
Watergate investigative ace 
Carl Bernstein penning one 
about her. Kelley’s past 
targets include Frank 
Sinatra, Nancy Reagan and 
our own royal family - a 
book that was published in 
tiie US by Simon & 
Schuster According to one 
source, however, Simon & 
Schuster are not thrilled by 
the idea of a Kelley hatchet 
job on Mrs Clinton. 
Apparently they are keen to 
publish the enormously 
popular Hillary's 
autobiography. 


TONY BLAIR makes bis 
third visit to Wales as Prime 
Minister today. His last visit 
was to Cardiff to meet 
Nelson Mandela, but this 
time he’s going to North 
Wales where he will attend 
a Labour Party Q & A 
session in the Shire Hall at 
Mold. No doubt a prime 
reason for the journey is to 
support Alan Michael in his 
bid to become head of the 
Welsh Labour Party, in 
effect the first prime 
minister of Wales once 
devolution is complete. It's 
no coincidence that the 
powerful AEEU engineering 
union is holding a 
conference in the region on 
Saturday to decide whom 
they'll support for the job. 


AS THE haute couture fashion 
shows open this weekend in 
Paris, all eyes are on the 
supermodel Kate Moss, who 
recently spent several weeks 
convalescing in a London 
clinic after “too many 
parties”. It's Kate's 25th 
birthday and, according to 
one report, she will be the 
guest of honour at a 
Saturday-night party thrown 
by Donatella Versace in a 
Paris disco. According to 
another account, however; 
she is going off to Morocco to 
celebrate with her close 
Mend Tarka Cordell, the 
handsome, wealthy son of the 
late music whiz Danny 
Cordell. There is also a 
chance she may meet up with 
her old flame Johnny Depp, 
who reportedly sent her a 
new BMW while she was in 
hospital Pandora hopes that, 
however she decides to 
commemorate her quarter- 
century, Kate won't be put in 
a position where Tarka and 
Depp come face to face; last 
year a jealous Depp vowed to 
wreak a fierce revenge on 
Tarka if he should learn that 
Kate and he were anything 
more than good Mends. 


SO YOU have finished writing your 
book. The publisher has proofed it 
up. The blurb is done. Ybu team from 

it to your modest surprise, that your 

book is the product of a wonderful 
new voice. And this is the case 
whether you have written a bio- 
graphy of Merle Oberon, a slim 
memoir abusing your ex in viciously 
personal terms or a novel in which 
a Cambridge undergraduate gets 
to aD sorts of hilarious scrapes 
while trying to buy contraceptives. 

Sooner or later you are going to 
have to let the world judge what it 
thinks of the book- and of you. But 
before that you have one last 
diance to influence yoiir readers, to 
say “please be nice to me, or at least, 
please be interested in me”. In 
other words, you have your author 
biography to write. .. 

“Roland L Bessette, an attorney 
spoHaiising in labour and m edical 
malpractice defence, has a degree 
in journalism from Wayne State 
University and a juris doctorate 
from Detroit College of Law. His 
interests include music, wine, 
photography weightlifting, Euro- 
pean travel and Hemingway. He 
lives in Grosse Pointe Park with his 



Philip 

HENSHER 

You don’t catch Saul 
Bellow cosily telling 
you about his hobbies 
on the dustjacket 


wife Phyllis, a physician. They have 
three daughters.” 

This perfectly genuine example 
of a terrible author biography 
turned up this week on the back of 
a new book. Above it is an unmiss- 
able photograph of Mr Bessette - he 
is shown wearing a dinner jacket in 
a multi-storey car park. The more 
you contemplate the author bio- 
graphy the more pleasures it begins 


to yield. I don't want to make fun of 
Wayne State University and the 
Detroit College of Law - no doubt 
both excellent institutions - but 
you do start to wonder what led an 
author to share with his readers his 
qualifications, his wife PbyHis’sjob, 
his interest in weightlifting and 
wine and his address. I expect it is 
an attem p t to get the readers and 
reviewers on his side; just as 
hostages in war zones are always 
advised to start felling their kid- 
nappers about their families to 
make themselves seem human, so 
the critics will be less inclined to be 
rude about a book, if they know that 
the author has three enormous 
daughters and a wife, Phyllis, a 
physician, all eating their heads off 
in Grosse Pointe Park, wherever 
that may be. The book, incidentally, 

ig a Kfp rtf Fhp tpnnr Mary i I frrrra^nA 

a tenth as interesting as Mr 
Bessette’s biographical sketch. 

The golden rule is that the 
smarter the author, the more 
austere the biography. You don't 
catch Saul Bellow cosily telling you 
about his hobbies on the dustjacket 
And, as authors rise up the scale of 
esteem, the biographies tend to 


become briefer. Martin Aims isal 


anu utmig — 

crammers”; these days, howeres it 
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merely says: “Martin Amis is the 
author of nine novels, two collections 
of stories and three works of non- 
fiction. He liras in London.” Come 
on, this says; I don't need to teD you 
who I am. There’s nowhere much to 
go from here; perhaps “Martin 
Amis is a novelist" or even “Martin 
Amis exists”. 

I can't help rather regretting 
thk tendency which has spread 
down the scale so that even comic 
novelists just teD you the names of 
their previous novels, any prizes, 
and the county they Dra 1°* The 
appalling ly fascinati ng way they 
once habitually referred to them- 
selves by their first name and in- 
fallibly listed every previous job, 
from arms dealer to usherette, used 
to be a great source of pleasure, a 
constant restful temptation when 
the novel itself grew tedious. 

It was once a useful litmus test; 
if the author biography turned out 
to be significantly more interesting 
pian the novel, then the reader 


might as well give up immediately. 

But now you have to rely on other 
tests, and it is not often teat » 
dedication or a copyright page will 

tempt a flagging reader. - 

So when an old-fashioned terrible 
biography turns up, let’s enjoy it 
while we can. A superb example 

arrived iastyear with a comic nwa 

about holiday reps in Ibiza. The 
novel itself was an utter nullity but 
the biography was a joy. “Cdin isa 
direct descendant of tee Russian 
Royal family... selected by Nasa m 
1984 to join their space programme. 
Six months into training it was dis- 
covered that he suffered from hor- 
izontal vertigo.. . spent a numbear of 
years working with dolphins. He 
specialised in monitoring "the ' 
emotional stress and psychological 
traumas teat these mamm als 
undergo... Since the closure of 
Windsor Safari Park, Colin has 
divided his time between Formula 
Two race driving and lollipop man 
duties near a school in Peckham.” 

Colin may not be up to much as . 
a novelist, but one thin g is dean for 
the specialised and exquisite genre 
of the author biography this man 
has a perfect talent 
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The warning lights flashing 


along Main Street, USA 



POOR HILLARY 
Clinton. She's had 
to cope with years 
of ferocious 
Whitewater 
investigation and 
years of Bubba 
Bill’s tawdry 
philandering. Now 
the First Lady has 
got a worse 
nightmare on her 
hands: the 
biographer Kitty 
Kelley is said to be 
preparing to write 


JEAN BAUDRILLARD, the French 
intellectual, does not leap to mind for 
his financial punditzy. But lately, his 
claim that finanriai ca pit al has en- 
tered the realm of “hyper-reality", 
that it whirls chaotically around tee 
globe having next to no impact on 
our real-life economies, has gained 
some resonance. 

This week, the latest victim of the 
crisis that started in Asia more 
than a year ago has been Brazil 
which unexpectedly devalued its 
currency on Tuesday and thereby set 
off a day of panic in London and New 
York. Yet as each wave of the finan- 
cial crisis crashes over the markets, 
it appears to wash harmlessly over 
the American and British econ- 
omies. While ordinary Indonesians 
and Brazilians certainly suffer, un- 
protected by the Baudrillard effect 
recession on Main Street USA re- 
mains a strangely distant threat Al- 
though growth in the UK is slowing, 
here too, if there is a recession at afl, 
it looks like being short and shallow. 

The TWeedledums of punditry 
say it will continue to be held at bay 
by the fundamental vigour of the US 
economy which, in turn, will shelter 
the UK and others from the worst 
of the global storm. Entrepreneur- 
ship, new technology and the skill of 
Alan Greenspan, head of the federal 
Reserve and chief economic wizard, 
mean that financial meltdown in far- 
away countries will not barm the US. 

The Tweedledees insist that the 
longer the US economy and stock- 
market continue to thrive on noth- 
ing more than hot aig the harder will 
be the inevitable crash. Each wobble 
on Wall Street is like that of a 
tightrope waiter progressively los- 
ing Ws balance before inevitably teet- 
ering to the ground. 

So, either global financial capi- 
talism is in its death throes, or it is 
demonstrating its ultimate success 
by safegua r ding from all the turmofl 



Diane Coyle 

Inflation, rather than 
the next crash, could be 
the heffalump stalking 
the world economy 


the one economy to have embraced 
it properly. It’s a hard one to calL 

So fai; the key facts are on the side 
of the optimists. Low unemploy- 
ment, low inflation, mutual fund 
balances boosted by high share 
prices - the economic measures that 
people really care about - have con- 
vinced US consumers that aD is welL 
Confidence is high, so they are 
shopping cheerfully, buying houses, 
starting up companies and hiring 
staff if they can get them. The vir- 
tuous circle that sustains a thriving 
economy is intact. 

And certainly, there is no question 
that the US is out on the frontier of 
technological advance, with an im- 
pressive capacity to turn weightless 
knowledge into productivity, sales, 
profits, jobs and wages. There is, to 
some extent, a “new economy” that 
has not been fully measured by the 
old statistics. The longest expansion 
since the boom fuelled by the Viet- 
nam war has also been the most 
stable, with seven years of steady 
growth and prices. 

The reason why anybody is pes- 
simistic about the future in these 
favourable circumstances — apart 


from a natural h uman jncfination to 
think that the good times cannot pos- 
sibly last - rests on a series of fig- 
ures that fascinate economists but 
mean tittle to anybody else. These 
figures can be compared to the 
pressure gauge on a boiler it may 
not have Mown upyet but with read- 
ings like these it is only a matter ox 
time before something blows. And 
the bigger the build-up of pressure, 
the more violent the ultimate ex- 
plosion is likely to be. 

There are several warning lights 
flashing at present Share prices 
have soared so high that companies 
cannot possibly, it seems, deliver the 
profits and dividends to justify them. 
Ratios of share prices to expected 
earnings or to yields on alternative 
investments are at all-time records. 
It is. after alL two years since the 
revered Mr Greenspan first warned 
about the possible adverse effects of 
the “irrational exuberance” in the 
stockmarkeL * 

More ominously, the US is spend- 
ing well beyond its means. House- 
hold spending is higher than 
household income. The private sav- 
ings ratio has turned negative, with 
the gap financed by borrowing. This 
borrowing is underpinned by the 
stock market, so if the bubble bursts 
it will have a knock-on effect Cal- 
culations by Phillips & Drew, the in- 
vestment managers, suggest that to 
keep US growth at its long-term 
trend rate, household borrowing - 
and therefore stock-market wealth 
- would have to increase exponen- 
tially from now on. 

The excess spending is also spot- 
lighted by a huge balance of pay- 
ments deficit High spending by US 
consumers and businesses is suck- 
ing in imports to keep up with the 
demand. To pay for the imports 
and finance the trade gap, the coun- 
try is borrowing huge amounts of for- 
eign capital making what was once 



Nightmare on Wall Street: traders panic Richard Drew! AP 


the world’s biggest owner of foreign 
assets its biggest debtor instead. 

As long as Wall Street continues 
to rise, foreigners are happy to park 
their money in the US. But, once 
again, to anybody prone to looking 
on the gloomy side, a lot seems to 
rest on a fragile bubble of confidence. 
Can American shoppers, borrowing 
ultimately from foreign investors, 
sustain the whole planetary econ- 
omy? Only as long as foreigners trust 
the Americans to cany on shopping. 

This aD sounds a very convincing 
case forgetting worried The trouble 
is that the pessimists have cried wolf 
not twice, not three times, but re- 
peatedly for the past two years. Not 
surprisingly they have stopped win- 
ning new converts the more the US 
has thrived and the deeper they have 
sunk into their depression. 

With the financial world dividing 
into Tiggers and Eeyores, it is per- 
haps hardly surprising that stock- 
markets have been so volatile. No 
sooner does a shock wave from 
Brazil or Asia give the Eeyores a 
chance to say “We told you so", than 


the Tiggers bounce in because they 
see a good opportunity to buy shares 
at a lower price, sending the market - 
straight back up again. 

They are probably both parity 
right When financial bubbles burst, 
it is always pretty spectacular A WaD 
Street “correction” will mean a 
dramatic faU in share prices. But ad- 
justments in the real economy occur 
much more slowly, and often in un- 
expected ways. The bit that gives 
way under the pressure could turn 
out to be a surprise. 

Indeed conventional economics 
predicts that the result of a debt- 
financed spending boom and a 
yawning balance of payments deficit 
is higher inflation. This is the last 
thing anybody is worrying about at 
the moment Ybt there are early sig- 
nals of it in earnings growth and the 
prices charged for services. After afl, 

America has run out of workers;, so 
wages are bound to be bid up. In- 
flation, rather than the next great 
crash and a serious depression, • 
could turn out to be the heffalump. 
stalking the world economy. 
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4 THE PLACE of bunting 
in country life has 
become a key point of 
contention in political 
debate in recent years. 

Hunting has been held by 
the pro-hunting lobby to be a 
traditional way of managing 
animals in the countryside 
that represents country life 
and defines the social identity 
of country people, delimiting 
the compass of the authentic 
rural community. 

Anti-h unting campaigners 
are universally portrayed as 
“metropolitans" or “townies”, 
with little understanding of 
the countryside, while hunting 
is positioned so fundament- 
ally as a rural activity that 
any attack on hunting is repre- 
sented as an attack on the 
countryside as a whole. 

The hunting issue has also 
involved the contesting of 
interpretations of cultural 
history and ideas about what 
constitutes human nature and 
social progress. Animals have 
provided a rich source of 
symbolism that has been 
deployed fay the anti-hunting 
lobby to denounce tee individ- 
uals who hunt as “barbaric", 
animal-like or brutish. 

The idea that hunting with 


hounds expresses the nature of 
the human participants, 
reflecting barbaric human 
impulses and constituting “a 
feudal relic from the Dark 
Ages”, has been used forcefully 
by the anti-hunting lobby in 
recent years, most recently 
through the “Deadline 2000” 
campaign of the League 
Against Cruel Sports. 

Mike fester, the MP who 
introduced the most recent 
private member’s bQl aimed at 
having hunting banned, argued 
that “Hunting wild animals 
with dogs for sport is cruel and 
unnecessary. I think it is a 
barbaric practice that should 
have ended centuries ago with 
cock-fighting, bear-baiting and 
dog-fighting." 

Rena McDonald, a spokes- 
person for the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, noted the timeliness 
of a ban on hunting; “The 
RSPCA has been campaigning 
to protect animals for 120 
years. We have seen the end of 
badger-baiting, dog-fighting 
and cock-fighting. 

“Society moves on; I think 
that it is just a matter of time 
before we manage to get rid of 
fox-hunting and stag-hunting 
and things like that. The 
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Andrew Norton 

From a paper presented 
by a Bristol University 
researcher to the 
Royal Geographical 
Society conference 


hunters know that their time is 
r unning nut ” 

The idea that practices 
involving animals are reflective 
of the social or ethical progress 
of the human societies in which 
they are situated is not new. In 
1509, Erasmus alluded to the 
irony of hunting - a practice 
that confers social status cm 
participants and a practice 
that is degenerative of 
humanity by reflecting animal 
urges. 


The pro-hunting lobby has 
aimed to debunk the theory of 
social progress articulated by 
the anti-hunting lobby by 
noting that hunting with 
hounds expresses an essential 

human nature that has been re- 
pressed by the urbanisation of 
society. According to this 
interpretation of cultural 
history, the urbanisation of 
society has increased people's 
distance from nature, resulting 
in the spread of overly senti- 
mental and anthropomorphic 
environmental ethixs. 

Anne MaDatieu, the leader of 
the Labour Party's Leave 
Country Sports Alone group 
and the president of the 
Countryside Alliance,- has 
argued that the closer contact 
with animals that participation 
in hunting allows enables 
participants to consider anti- 
hunting ethics and to "move 
on” in their thinkin g 

“What those who oppose 
hunting must understand is 

that they are not ahead of us in 

thinking or morality towards 
animals,” she said. “We hunt- 
ers have already addressed 
these questions and moved 
on. it is they who are behind.” 

This argument misses the 
point of anti-hunting ethical 


progress theory; progress 
depends on the extension of the 
circle of compassion, not 
merely “addressing the ques- 
tion" . Slave-traders could have . 
argued much the same point as 
Mallalieu if “slavery”, “slaves” 
and “slave-traders* are sub- 
stituted for “hunting", “ani- 
mals” and “hunters". 

Finally, it is interesting to 
note that, in associating 
support for hunting with 
country society, the pro- 
hunting lobby has reinforced 
the idea that rural society is 
less civilised. 

The argument that oppos- 
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Don’t bend to the Americans 



DEBORAH ORR 

Bizarrely t the. banana 
has managed - in a 
.modest sense - to unite 
the European Community 


<i misery 


j BANANA, LIGHT of my life, fire of my 

loins. My sin, my soul Ba-na-na: the 
■ tip of the tongue taking a trip of 
three steps down the palate to tap, 
at three, on the teeth. Ba Na. Na. 

Hell, it’s no good. Even Nabokov, 
* the master at wringing sympathy 
^ from the most unpromising of 
^ subjects, couldn’t have lent gra vitas 

to a discourse on the banana. When 
it comes to comedy fruit - and I am 
^ afraid that it has - the yellow 
is crescent has got to be top... well, 
r *t you know what 
T * It’s hard to urpack exactly how 
the banana achieved its pre-eminent 
’< punning status, although obviously 

y it’s got something to do with the 
fruit's passing resemblance to a 
dysfunctional penis (demand for 
Viagra suggesting that this is 

V becoming the norm) combined with 
c the fact that there’s not much else 
^ to do with it except shove it in your 

mouth (which goes some way to 
explaining Bill Clintorfs interest). 
What use, anyway, is such idle 
speculation as the US and Europe 
square up for all-out war? Suffice to 
r* say that any European who fails to 
take the banana war seriously must 
- have gone. .. well you know what. 

~ The banana war has its roots in 
~ v European colonialism, with Britain, 

V jp France and, to a lesser degree, 

• Spain and Portugal supporting EU 

protection of bananas from their 
erstwhile colonies in the Caribbean, 
"/ the West Indies and Africa. These 
bananas are gm«n and expensive 
since the counfries that produce 
them do so within small, family-run 
companies without using mass 
farming methods andwitboutmuch 
resort to pesticides and other agro- 
chemicals. Germany; Belgium and 
the Netherlands, however p r efe r 
the larger cheaper Latin American, 
or dollar; banana produced under 
the auspices of the US multi- 
nationals that have been operating 
£ r}' ever since the US began propping 
up the b anana republics. 

There is, I fed, much to note from 
the fact that the banana war has 
& been right at the heart of Europe 
since the single market’s inception. 
Bads inl957 the German Chancel- 
-.ffi on Konrad Adenauer; held up the 
fteaty of Rome for three days while 
a protocol was added excluding 
the strange fruit from the single 
market Eurosceptics will perhaps 
. find odd comfort in the knowledge 



The humble banana has sparked the first stand-off between the euro and the dollar 


that the bloody Germans started the 
banana war. though Europhiles 
may feel it dents their dignity that 
there’s been a comedy fruit in the 
wings at most of the seminal 
moments in the ElTs history. No 
wonder European commissioners 
“slip up” so often. 

Even the fall of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989 can in part be attributed to 
bananas. East Germans didn’t get 
them under Communism, and die 
first thing they wanted to buy as 
they flooded west was a banana. It 
become a powerful symbol of 
German unify (I kid you not) ; sales 
rocketed, and even now East Ger- 
mans remain united with West Ger- 
mans in their phenomenal, 
world-beating consumption of 
bananas. It was the huge demand 
for the fruit that led Chancellor Kohl 
to take the European Community to 
the Court of Justice in 1994, 
challenging a decision reached in 
July 1993 that limited exports of the 
low-cost Latin America banana 
that Germans prefer. The Germans 


lost but as is so often the case in 
Europe, a compromise was readied 
whereby a punitive tariff on Latin 
American bananas starts operating 
only after the import of 2 million 
tonnes per year 

But the Yanks are far from 
satisfied. In 1994. fed up with 
Europe's failure to inaugurate a free 
market in bananas, the US invoked 
section SOI of the new Gatt Theaty 
(which itself nearly came to grief 
over bananas). Haring had no joy 
from this move, the US has now is- 
sued a list of EU products on which 
it will impose sanctions if Europe 
doesn't heal its banana split by 
February Britain is at the top of the 
list with a potential loss of 2,400 jobs 
if sanctions are imposed. Bizarrely, 
the hardest-hit companies will be 
Scottish woollen manufacturers. 
Oneknitwearfirm, Clan Douglas, is 
already suffering, with a US order 
worth film on hold until a decision 
comes from Washington as to 
whether sanctions will proceed. 

But even more bizarrely, the 


comedy fruit has managed - in a 
modest sense and quite definitely 
only briefly -to unite Europe. This 
latest skirmish in the b anana war 
is the first stand-off between the 
euro and the dollar, and so far 
Europe is sticking together, threat- 
ening retaliatory sanctions if the US 
goes ahead with its unilateral trade 
attack (it's a delicious detail, too. 
that fyfFes, the Irish banana 
distributor responsible for the 
import of one in five European 
bananas, made European history 
this month by becoming the first- 
ever London-listed company to 
return its financial results in euros). 

It is splendid to see Europe 
actually doing what it is supposed 
to do, even if it is over bananas, 
rather than merely paying lip ser- 
vice to the idea that Europe exists 
- to challenge US hegemony. OK, so 
this is an exceptional case, which 
finds Britain uncharacteristically 
defending protectionism rather 
than the free market and sticking 
with Europe rather than allying 


itself with the States (Britain's love 
affair with the US is so strong that 
we even considered it when, awhile 
back, we were invited to ditch Eur- 
ope and join Nafta). And, OK. 
essentially this has all come about 
precisely because Europe itself has 
been so divided over the matter for 
so long. But it certainly bears 
scrutiny as a model of how Europe 
could find itself a role in the future. 

Europe - some of its members 
willingly, others unwillingly - is 
acting out of guilt, protecting vul- 
nerable countries that rely on not 
much more than cottage industry 
to keep from economic disaster 

The US, on the other hand, is act- 
ing out of arrogance. It is not pro- 
tecting the interests of Latin 
America but the interests of US 
multinationals, which already com- 
mand 70 per cent of the world 
banana market. How do they do 
that, even though they have to face 
such unfair restrictions in Europe? 
Largely because erf environmentally 
unsound growing methods that rely 


Philip WohnuthJPnnos 

heavily on pesticides and damage 
the health of the Latin American 
workers they claim to represent 
I find it quite refreshing that for 
once Britain is not in bed with 
America, persisting with the idea 
that no finer democracy can ever be 
built than that of the United States. 
Here is a country with desperate 
financial inequality, appalling liter- 
acy rates, a shocking disregard for 
international diplomacy, a 
phenomenal prison population, an 
unbelievable environmental record 
- which even includes trading in 
international pollution - and a 
stated desire to be the world’s 
policeman, when what the world 
needs is a referee. Europe may look 
at times like someone's idea of a 
joke, but if it wants to become a 
superpower that can capture the 
imagination of its people, then 
here’s a place where it can make a 
start There really is an argument 
for challenging US hegemony just 
a little bit. Let all wars be banana 
wars. At least they’re fumy. 


Right 
of Reply 

Baroness 

SYMONS 



The Foreign Office 
Minister replies to 
our leading article 
criticising the British 
consular service 

YOUR LEADER yesterday 
accused the Fbreign Office of 
giving a low priority to the 
protection of British nationals 
abroad. You could not have 
been more wrong 

Last year, the Consular 
Service dealt with more than 
9,000 British nationals who 
needed our help. Almost 6,000 
British nationals were ar- 
rested. Our consular staff are 
dedicated and professional. 
Many work in the world’s most 
unpleasant places, looking 
after British nationals with 
an impressive commitment 
Fbr the British nationals 
concerned, no consular case is 
unimportant. Our consular 
staff know this. They know that 
every death, every arrest 
every mugging needs sympa- 
thetic and efficient handling 
The vast majority of consular 
cases are resolved quickly 
and easily. 

When cases become more 
difficult the whole machine 
will swing into action. A great 
deal of my time is spent dis- 
cussing problem cases with 
officials and talking to the 
families concerned. 

Robin Cook and other min- 
isters get involved as well 
using their influence to ensure 
that our nationals are pro- 
tected. The Fbreign Secretary 
has telephoned the Prime 
Minister ofYemen three times 
in the past week - to demand 
consular access to the de- 
tained British nationals. We 
cannot demand special treat- 
ment fbr British nationals. 
But we can demand their 
rights. 

From our 9.000 cases last 
year, we got around 40 com- 
plaints about our consular 
service. That is hardly the 
sign of a “service in disrepair”. 
We got twice as many letters 
of thanks. 

We are proud of our con- 
sular service. Our people do a 
difficult job, often under im- 
mense pressure and in the 
most difficult circumstances. 
Yjut leader was off the mark. 


n 2 


Will the Kurds ever be a nation? 


WE have lived to see another spring- 
time of nations - like 1848, like 1918. 
From Azerbaijan to the Baltic, nations 
long buried under the rubble of em- 
pire have risen to daim a place in the 
sun. But not the Kurds. As with the Ti- 
betans and East Timorese, the pow- 
ers holding down this great nation of 
. 25 million people show no sign of re- 
laxing their grip. The dream of state- 
hood is as far away as even 
Partitioned after the collapse of the 
Ottoman Emp ire between Turkey, 
Iran and the British creation of Iraq, 
the Kurds have rebelled repeatedly 
and fruitlessly- in Iraq in 1945, in Iran 
in 1946, and in Iraq again in 1961, in 
1965, in 1974, and during the Iran-Iraq 
war in the 1980s. They rose again at 



FRIDAY BOOK 

KURDISTAN: AFTER SUCH 
KNOWLEDGE, WHAT FORGIVENESS? 

BY JONATHAN C RANDAL, BLOOMSBURY, £20 


the express urging of President 
George Bush during the GulfKfer This 
decade has seen a protracted, dirty 
war in eastern Tbrkey 

So much fi gh ting far so tittle gain. 
One Kurdish leader told Jonathan 
Randal that they fought so desperately 
because they dreaded ending up tike 
the Armenians - a dispersed nation, 
living in exile. But another reason 


Friday Poem 

•DOGS, WOULD YOU LIVE FOR EVER?’ 

(FREDERICK THE GREAT) 

BY BERNARD O DONOGHUE 

She’s bent at stool, as the saying is. 

Next to her deathbed. Her arched back 
Is like white fish 

That has been too long in the fridge, 4 - 

Greyed at the spine-bones. 

Crying, she says this is the worst now.* 

I say ‘of course it’s not 
- You (fid as much for children 
Often enough.’ 

But of course it was: the scene 
Comes back, imtriggered, more 
Rather than less often. 

Oddly enough. 

I’d prefer you to wait outside. 

This poem comes from Bernard O'Donoghue's new collection. 
■Here Nor There’ (Chotto & W Indus, £8.99} 


seems to be a simple addiction to a 
good scrap. “Better live like a hawk for 
a day than like a hen for the whole of 
your life," is one of those telling phras- 
es Randal overhears as he bounces on 

tiie dusty roads of Kurdistan. 

The results of this devotion to the 
spirit of the hawk have been awfuL In 
the mid-1980s, Saddam Hussein took 
revenge on his Kurds for siding with 
his enemies in Iran by demolishing 
and gassing their villages. Saddam's 
hpnrhman in Kurdistan, Ali Majid, 
gloated about the attempted genocide: 
Of the poison gas, “Who is going to say 
anything?” he asked his comrades in 
Iraq’s Baath party. “The internation- 
al community? Flick them!” Of the 
Kurds, he boasted, H I shall bury them 
with bulldozers”. 

A by-product of the frantic fight for 
independence has been a revolving 
door of affiances with outside powers, 
who pick up and then drop the Kinds 
as it suits them. Hie Kurds are “the 
blind beggar standing outside the 
main mosque”, the Iraqi Kurdish 
leader Massoud Barzani tells Randal; 
they are incapable of seeing who is 
pressing a gold coin into their palms. 

Randal, a seasoned war reporter re- 
counts those manoeuvres and be- 
trayals in detail concentrating on the 
shoddy dealings of the Shah of Iran, 
who stirred up a revolt among the 
Kurds in Iraq in the 1970s only to drop 
them into Saddam's vice in 1975.* 

George Bush was no better. After 
e ggin g die Kurds on to revolt during 
the Gtdffiht he professed indifference 
when they did so, leaving them to be 
defeated and sent fleeing in their 



Kurds fleeing from northern Iraq into Turkey 


Hugh Pope 


hundreds of thousands into Turkey. 

The Kurds, Randal says, are given 
to ruminating on the gap between the 
efforts they have invested in securing 
freedom and the meagre result 
“Those Kurds who have gained glory 
by their swords,” one 17th-centuiypoet 
wrote, "How is it they are denial the 
empire of the world and are subject to 
others?” Randal - for all his compas- 
sion - is too honest to deny that much 
of the answer to that riddle lies in the 
Kurds' own fissiparous tendencies. 

A classic example came in 1991 
when, shamed by the condemnation 
of his wimpish behaviour; President 
Bush set up Operation Provide Com- 
fort with a “no-fly” zone over Iraqi 
Kurdistan. When a Kurdish parliament 
was elected the following year, it 
seemed de facto statehood was almost 
within their grasp. 

But after only a few years, those 
gains were in ruins. Saddam’s earli- 
er triumphs in herding the Kurds from 
their rural fastnesses into the cities 
had created a gulf between tradition- 
alists and the urban masses. Instead 


of uniting against Saddam, the Kurds 
dissipated their energies fi ghting each 
other Much to the disgust-of friends 
in the West, Barzani even catied on the 
murderous Saddam to help him defeat 
his rival Jala Tbiabani. 

In an age when peace of a bind 
seems within reach in Ireland, East 
Timor; maybe even Kosovo, the Kurds 
seem to defy the slenderest hopes of 
a solution. Tbe TOast can do nothingfbr 
Kurds in Turkey for fear of angering 
their kqyNato ally. And the Kurds must 
never be seen to approaching the trap- 
pings of statehood in Iraq, in case this, 
too, undermines the status quoin east- 
ern Turkey. If Saddam stays in power, 
the threat of chemical warfare hangs 
over them. If he goes, his successor 
will surely demand the restoration of 
full Iraqi rule over Kurdistan. 

No wonder Randal's account of 
disasters followed by revivals ends on 
a sombre note. “Somehow, ” he writes, 
“I doubt that the prediction of eternal 
resurrection will come true in what re- 
mains of my working lifetime” 

Marcus Tanner 
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Dr Paul Zoll 


Paul zoll mad* decisive contri- 
butions to treatment of life- 
threatening cardiac arrhythmias 
by the invention and successful 
application in humans of the cardiac 
pacemaker, cardiac defibrillator 
and cardiac monitoring in the 
1950$. His discoveries saved and 
improved the lives of millions of 
people throughout the world. 

He was bom in 1911 in Boston, 
Massachusetts. He received a bach- 
elor of arts degree from Harvard 
College in 1932 and an MD from Har- 
vard Medical School in 1936. His res- 
idency training was at Beth Israel 
Hospital in Boston and Bellevue 
Hospital in New York City. In 1939, 
he returned to Beth Israel Hospital 
as a research fellow in cardiology. 

Initially, he worked under Dr 
Monroe Scfalesinger and Dr Her- 
man Bluzngart on the pathology of 
coronary arteries by injecting dye 
into the post-mortem human heart. 
He studied the relationship between 
the blockage of the coronary artery 
and chest pain and heart attack. This 
study was the forerunner of the 
modern-day coronary angiography 
and served as an important foun- 
dation of the pathogenesis of ather- 
osclerotic ischaemic heart disease. 

During the Second Wxfd War; Zoll 
served as an Amy Medical Officer 
in the UK There, he witnessed Dr 
Dwight Harken, his classmate at 
Harvard, remove foreign bodies 
(such as shell fragments! from 
around the heart. Zoll was im- 
pressed that the heart was highly ex- 
citable: whenever Harken touched 
the heart with forceps, it generated 
an extra beat 

In 1949, Zoll cared for a patient in 
her sixties who had recurrent feint- 
ing spells due to her heart inter- 
mittently being arrested. The 
patient died three weeks later and 
this greatly frustrated Zoll. He 
thought she would not have died if 
hehada way to stimulate the heart 
Recalling his observation in the 
UK he started to perform laboratory 
experiments to explore methods to 
pace the heart without opening the 
chest This led to a successful elec- 
trical pacing of the human heart 
through the chest saving the life of 
a patient in 1952. Following this, a 
number of groups in the world 
raced to develop a permanent im- 
plantable pacemaker - ZoU's group 
was among the first to apply it in 
1960 to patients. 

While the pacemaker was life- 
saving for cardiac standstill or slow 
rhythm, it was not effective for an- 
other kind of cardiac arrest - ven- 
tricular fibrillation (chaotic heart 
rhythm, commonly seen after a 
heart attack or severe heart failure;. 
In 1956. Zoll was the first successfully 
to perform external cardiac defib- 
rillation - the application of electric 
countershock to stop the chaotic 


PETER FLETCHER will be particu- 
larly remembered as one of the best 
of the RAF's Whitehall warriors. 

Bom in Durban in 1916, he was 
educated at St George’s College, 
Southern Rhodesia, and Rhodes 
University, South Africa, where he 
read Law. He then joined the South- 
ern Rhodesia Air Force, learnt to fly, 
and in 1941 transferred to the RAF. 

Almost immediately he was on his 
way to India and in January 1942, 
with 135 Squadron, flew a Hurricane 
defending Rangoon against Japan- 
ese air attack. As losses increased, 
some of the airmen were pulled out 
and Acting Squadron Leader Fletch- 
er found himself in Ceylon. Here he 
took command of 258 Squadron, 
some of whose men had escaped 
after the battle of Java, and his rapid- 
ly improvised squadron helped de- 
fend the island at what Churchill 
later called “the most dangerous mo- 
ment of the war” - when the Japan- 
ese fleet’s appearance in the Indian 
Ocean seemed to threaten a link-up 
with tiie Germans. 

During the Japanese attack on Co- 


DRUIE BOWETT was one of a 
remarkable group of artists who 
came to attention in the years 
following the Second World War. 

Paintings of hers were featured 
in many of the prestigious Midland 
Group exhibitions held in Notting- 
ham during the 1940s, 1950s and 
1960s. Unlike some of these artists 
Bowett chose to remain in the north 
Midlands whilst others pursued 
their careers in the South. This 
was to the gain of her family and 
friends and to that of discerning col- 
lectors who bought her work. Her 
paintings can be found in many 
public galleries, county council col- 
lections, the boardrooms of industry 
and numerous private collections in 
Britain and abroad. 

She was born Drudlla Glover in 



Zoll pioneered 
three critical 
areas of modem 
therapeutic 
electrophysiology: 
the cardiac 
pacemaker, the 
cardiac 

defibrillator and 
the continuous 
cardiac monitor. 
He deserved the 
Nobel Prize 


rhythm. Cardiac defibrillators are 
now equipped in every hospital, 
ambulance, and even in commercial 
airlines, as it is the most rapid and 
effective procedure to terminate 
this lethal rhythm. Zoll also found 
that the cardiac defibrillation was ef- 
fective in terminating most cases of 
life-threatening rapid heart rate. 

Another important invention Zoll 
made during this time was the de- 
velopment of continuous cardiac 
monitoring with an oscilloscope 
with audio alarms. This allowed an 
immediate detection of irregular 
heart rhythm and patients could be 
treated without delay. The cardiac 
monitor is now standard in every 
coronary care unit, in intensive care 
units, operating rooms, and recov- 


ery rooms. Remarkably Zoll did 
not patent any of h is revolutionary 
inventions in medical technology. 
This allowed rapid dissemination of 
the technology throughout the warid 
without patent restrictions and, 
therefore, contributed to saving 
milli ons of lives. 

Zoll was head of the Cardiac 
Clinic at Beth Israel Hospital from 
1947 to 1958. He was Associate 
Editor of Circulation, the official 
journal of the American Heart 
Association, from 1956 to 1965. He be- 
came a Clinical Professor of 
Medicine at Harvard Medical School 
in 1965. He maintained active clini- 
cal practice up until the early 1990s 
and continued to perform research 
on the external cardiac pacemaker. 
In the 1980s, Zoll and his son found- 
ed ZoQ Medical Corporation, based 
on new, painless external electrodes 
Zoll developed in the later years. 

Zoll was quite extraodinary in that 

he pioneered three critical areas of 
modem therapeutic electrophysiol- 
ogy: the cardiac pacemaker, the 
cardiac defibrillator; and the con- 
tinuous cardiac monitor; enabling im- 
mediate diagnosis and treatment of 
potentially fetal cardiac arrhyth- 
mias. Any one of these would have 
been quite an accomplishment for a 
professor of cardiology. Further- 
more, his concept laid the founda- 
tion for the development of highly 
sophisticated devices, such as 
anti-tachycardia pacemakers and 
implantable cardiac defibrillators. 

In 1973, he received the presti- 
gious Albert Lasker Award - many 
of those awarded this honour go on 
to receive a Nobel Prize in medicine 
or physiology. Indeed, given the im- 
pact of Zoll's work, he would have 
been a well-deserved recipient of the 
Nobel Prize. Nevertheless, his name 
wifi always be remembered because 
the cardiac pacemaker, cardiac de- 
fibrillator; and cardiac monitor will 
stay forever as the most important 
armamentarium of cardiologists. 
Ordered electrical activity is inher- 
ently fundamental for the heart and 
it was Paul Zoll who first taught 
us that electricity can (and should) 
be used to treat fetal cardiac 
arrhythmias in humans. 
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James Gme7fl«S7and Do^d*Heasence _ kTi^e GreaMZscope, T963~ Zfllessen considered Gamer ‘a little bulky’ for the part 


Marcel Zillessen 




SEIGO 1ZUMO 


Paul Maurice Zoll cardiologist 
bom Boston, Massachusetts 15 
July 1911 : assistant in medicine. 
Beth Israel Hospital. Boston 
1939-54. Head of Cardiac Clinic 
1947-58, Physician 1954-93 (Hon- 
orary Senior Physician 1993); 
Research Fellow, Harvard Med- 
ical School 1941-65 . Clinical 
Professor of Medicine 1965-93 
(Emeritus); married 1939 Janet 
Jones (deceased; one son. one 
daughter), 1981 Ann Blumgart 
Gurewich; died Newton, Massa- 
chusetts 5 January 1999. 


NEVER COULD Marcel Zillessen 
have thought, as his Hurricane 
crashed in the isolated area of Wadi 
Akarit in Tunisia, that his life would 
one day be portrayed in a classic 
war film. 

Zillessen was a pilot with No 6 
Squadron during the final phase of 
the action in North Africa. Equipped 
with flmm cannons, the Hurricane 
was used in low-level “tank-busting" 
raids. Having just returned from 
leave, Zfllessen had been ordered to 
fly as a last-minute replacement He 
was shot down and captured on 6 
April 1943. What his captors never 
realised was that he spoke fluent 
German. Before the Second World 
War. his father's business had con- 
tacts in Germany and he had been 
sent there to learn the language. 

Various pressures were put upon 
Zillessen by his interrogators. They 
plied him with whisky, little knowing 
that in the bars of Alexandria he could 
drinkmostof his squadron members 
under the table. Then a lithe 6ft 
naked blonde woman was sent to his 
cell. However, he had heard his 
captors say that if he touched her 
they could call in the Gestapo to in- 
terrogate him. He simply curled up 
in a corner and would have nothing 
to do with the Teutonic temptress. 

He was eventually transported to 


Stalag Luft 3, where gradually he 
earned the trust of the guards by 
speaking to them in their own lan- 
guage, especially about their wives 
and girlfriends. They were soon 
asking him to write love letters 
home, bringing him papa; peas and 
ink to do so. Any surplus material 
Zillessen secreted away so that 
the camp “forgers” could work on 
vital documents and passports in 
readiness for the intended escape. 

On the nigh t of 23 March 1944. 
with the escape tunnel complete, 
under cover of darkness 200 Allied 
officers assembled in a hut ready to 
escape. Seventy-six managed to get 
out through the tunnel before the 
guards realised what was happen- 
ing. Zillessen was not among them. 
Everything had gone wrong. There 
had been an air-raid that night the 
lights in the tunnel had gone out and 
one man had got stuck. Zfllessen 
then saw’ men crawling back 
through the tunnel to the hut To him 
and the rest of the waiting men this 
was an immense disappointment for 
they had spent months preparing. 

It was. however one of the largest 
mass breakouts by Allied prisoners. 
But of the 76 who escaped. 73 were re- 
captured and 50 summarily executed. 

This remarkable story inspired 
the 1963 film The Great Escape 


which starred, among others, Steve 
McQueen, Charles Bronson and 
Richard Attenborough. Zillessen 
was one of several prisoners whose 
ability to scrounge supplies was the 
hasis for the American pilayed by 
James Gamer; though in reality 
there were no Americans in the 
camp. Zfllessen, although not con- 
sulted, enjoyed the film. He was par- 
ticularly taken by Attenborough's 
performance. However, having 
lost six stone while a prisoner; 
he thought Gamer “a little bulky” 
for the part 



Marcel Zillessen was born in 
Northampton in 1917 and educated 
at Gresham's School. He worked in 
the femfy textile business before join- 
ing the RAF at the outbreak of war. 

Much of his time in Stalag Luft 3 
was spent t rans lating 19th-century 
German poetry into English. Final- 
ly, with Allied forces approaching in 
May 1945, the prison was evacuat- 
ed and the prisoners forced to march 
towards Germany. During a break, 
Zillessen managed to escape into a 
nearby wood and make his way' back 
to the empty camp. The camp was 
eventuafly liberated by British troops. 

After the war he returned to the 
family business before moving into 
the wool trade in Darlington, where 
he remained until the eariy 1970s. He 
eventually left to set up a chain of 
take-away food shops in the North- 
East bearing the Zillessen name. In 
semi-retirement he and his wife 
kept a guest house in Robin Hood’s 
Bay, North Yorkshire. A handsome, 
self-effacing man, he delighted in his 
four sons and his grandchildren. 

MAX ARTHUR 
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Handsome and self-effacing 


Marcel Zillessen, pilot and busi- 
nessman: bom Northampton 14 
January 1917; married 1951 Lyn 
Hudson (four sons); died Whitby, 
North Yorkshire 8 January 1999. 


Air Chief Marshal Sir Peter Fletcher 



ardous operation, in which he was 
wounded, he displayed fine courage and 
leadership and destroyed one of the 
enemy aircraft 


Not ‘an air man’ s air man" 


lombo on Easter Sunday Fletcher led 
his Hurricanes against a formation 
of enemy dive bombers. Tb quote the 
citation for his subsequent DFC: 


In the ensuing combat when at least five 
enemy aircraft were destroyed, his own 
aircraft was hit and later when attacked 
by a hostile fighter buret into flames. He 
had to bale ouL Throughout this haz- 


F1 etcher remained with 258 for 
the rest of the year standing guard 
over Ceylon, but then his brief war 
was over for in 1943 he was posted 
back to Southern Rhodesia to com- 
mand 25 Elementary Flying Train- 
ing School at Belvedere. Two years 
later he accepted a permanent com- 
mission and after staff training re- 
turned to the flying training world 
at Peltwell, in Norfolk, where his 
work was eventually recognised by 
the award of the Air Force Cross. 

Next came a spell in the Air Min- 
istry’s Directorate of Plans and in 
1953 he became Air Attache in Oslo, 
an influential post in which he 
worked assiduously to keep on good 
terms with the Norwegian Air Fbrce. 
His next posting, to the directing 
staff of the Imperial Defence College, 
showed that his staff talents were 
becoming widely recognised. 

Now it was time for command 
experience and in 1958 Fletcher 


became Station Commander at 
Abingdon, the home of two of the 
RAF’s Beverley squadrons and of No 
1 Parachute Training School. Abing- 
don's transport operations at home 
and overseas made it one of the 
RAF’s busiest stations and with 
much of the work entailing co- 
operation with the Army, Fletcher 
easily established the necessary 
rapport with his opposite numbers. 
This experience would pay off later 
when he was appointed AOC 38 
Group at Odiham and became re- 
sponsible to Transport Command for 
providing and controlling all tactical 
transport support operations, es- 
pecially those required by the Army. 

Before this, however Fletcher had 
returned to the Air Ministry, where 
- but for the 38 Group interlude - he 
would spend the whole of his 
remaining careen First in 1960, he 
served as a Planner, next he became 
Director of Operational Require- 
ments at the time when the 
prospects of the aircraft on which the 
RAF was setting high hopes, the 
TSR2, were being increasingly ques- 


tioned. Then in 1964 Sam Elworthy, 
recently appointed Chief of Air Staff 
made him Assistant Chief of Air Staff 
iFaflcy). Elworthy, a fellow lawyer 
and kindred spirit, had recognised 
Fletcher's qualities -his writing tal- 
ents, his articulacy, his analytical 
ability; his capacity for hard work, his 
stall in putting the RAF case - and 
wanted his help in the aftermath of 
the TSR2 cancellation and in the 
lengthy controversy with the Navy 
over the future of aircraft carriers. 

Fletcher’s success under Elwor- 
thy was marked when in 1967, after 
his short spell at Odiham, he re- 
turned to Whitehall as Vice-Chief of 
Air Staff, this time working for John 
G randy hut indirectly still under 
Elworthy as Chief of the Defence 
Staff Fbr the next three years the 
RAF's withdrawals from east of 
Suez, the end of its primary deter- 
rent role, the cancellation of the 
Fl-li and - more encouragingly - 
the arrival of the Harrier and the 
decision to develop the multi-role 
combat aircraft (the future Torna- 
do) were among Fletcher’s many 


concerns. Then came his appoint- 
ment as Controller of Aircraft which 
in 1971 was converted into Air Sys- 
tems Controller in the newly re- 
structured Defence Procurement 
Executive. This post gave him a seat 
again on the Air Force Board, and 
his duties now included the financ ial 
and contractual aspects of aircraft 
procurement for all three services. 

Not surprisingly, on retirement in 
1973 his talents and experience 
were immediately in demand in the 
aircraft industry. In 1974 he became 
a Director of Hawker Siddeley; on 
the formation of British Aerospace 
in 1977 he became Director of Cor- 
porate Strategy and Planning; and 
from 1979 he also joined the Airbus 
Industry T ra i n ing Board. In 1982 he 
finally departed the public scene. 

Peter Fletcher was not widely 
known in the RAF to most who came 
across him he seemed a private, 
somewhat cold, humourless and 
over-serious individual, not “an air- 
man’s airman”. Those who worked 
with him and knew him well, how- 
ever; not only saw the sense of fun 


and the kindly host but also knew 
the quality of his brain, his judge- 
ment, his ability to take responsi- 
bility his command of technology the 
respect he received from the 
experts. The RAF owes him much. 

Henry Probert 
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Peter Carteret Fletcher, air fbrce 
officer bom Durban, South Africa 
7 October 1916; DFC 1943; OBE 
1945; AFC 1952; Assistant Chiqfqf 
Air Steffi (Policy and Plans ) 1964- 
66; CB 1965, KCB 1968; AOC, No 38 
Group, Transport Command 1966- 
67; Vice-Chief of the Air Staff 1967- 
70; Controller erf Aircraft, Ministry ■ 
of Aviation Supply 1970-71/ Air 
Systems Controller, Defence Pro- 
curement Executive, Ministry of 
Defence 1971-73; Director, Hawker 
Siddeley Aviation Ltd 1974-77; 
Director, Corporate Strategy and 
Planning, British Aerospace 
1977-82; Director, Airbus Industry 
Supervisory Board 1979-82; 
married 1940 Marjorie Kbtze (two 
daughters ); died London 2 ‘ 
January 2999. 
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Druie Bowett 


Ripon in 1924 - her Yorkshire roots 
were vital to her sense of identity. 
She attended Queen Margaret’s 
School, York, which was evacuated 
to Castle Howardat the outbreak of 
wan There in 1940 fire destroyed 
many of their belongings. She 
was determined enough quickly to 
repair the loss of her painting s with 
compensation money she received. 

At Harrogate School of Art, ad- 
vised to stuefy “commercial art”, she 
rebelled in favour of Fine Art, draw- 
ing from the antique, life drawing 
and painting. Tutors came from the 
Royal College of Art and the Slade, 
bringing with them the current aca- 
demic style, but it was Jean-Georges 
Simon, newty arrived from Paris, 
who opened her eyes to a wider Eu- 
ropean modern style of clean bright 


colour and formal (fisdplme. His in- 
fluence was lifelong. The confident 
abstraction of Bowett's mature work 
can be traced back to Simon. 

Marriage in 1943 to John Bowett, 
a veterinary surgeon, gave herarich- 
fy varied life. She loved horses and 
the excitement of the race-course, 
travelled with ho 1 husband, and was 
the devoted mother of three sons. Ifet 
painting was always paramount. 

She made contact with the Mid- 
land Group through calling, with ex- 
treme trepidation, on its founder, the 
painter and teacher Evelyn Gibbs. 
The older woman invited her in, ap- 
proved of her painting, and long 
years of friendship followed. Soon 
Druie Bowett became one of the ac- 
tive members of the group, helping 
as they all did to decorate and pre- 


pare the temporary venues fbr ex- 
hibitions of the most illustrious 
artists of the time. Henry Moore and 
Graham Sutherland among them, 
and Bowett’s contemporaries Terry 
Frost and Prunella Clough- 

Bowett exhibited her own early 
work, mainly landscapes and in- 
dustrial views. During the 1950$ 
she concentrated on honing her 
style to the edge of abstraction. A 
hard-won clarity and abstraction of 
form was achieved during the 1960s 
in such paintings as Brown and 
Ydfow and Wookery. By 1982, the 
date of her first London solo show 
at the Drian Gallery, she bad held 
over 20 solo exhibitions. 

The middle years of Druie 
Bowett's life were affected by bouts 
of illness and the diagnosis of dia- 


betes but her motto “Persevere, 
persevere !" stood her in good stead 
for the increasing struggles with ill- 
ness when her husband’s health also 
declined. His death was a great 
blow to her art, but eventually she 
found a means to express her loss 
through an extraordinary series of 
paintings whose emotive images 
recall their closeness. These were 
shown at her crucial exhibitions in 
the 1990s at the newly opened Pierre- 
point Gallery Nottinghamshire, and 
at Bradford and Nottingham. 

“Given Space”, at Cartwright 
Hall, Bradford, in 1995 showed 
Bewett to be a painter at the height 
of her powers. The paintings were 
bravura displays of colour, light and 
form, about sensations of space, 
nearness and distance, sometimes 


having the stillness ofaBen Nichol- 
son, sometimes the directness of a 
Terry Frost' 

Her career in painting was 
matched by public responsibilities. 
Fbr many years she gave her time 
and experience bo the East Midlaiufc 
region as committee member, then 
chair; of the governing bodies of 
Chesterfield and Loughborough Col- 
leges of Art and Design. She was 
elected Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Arts and remained the most ded- 
icated supporter and advocate of all 
forms of serious art practice. 

Before her latest illness, she gave 
the opening speech with all her reg- 
ular vigour and humour at an exhi- 
bition of the work of her friend Evelyn 

Gibbs, who died in 1991. 

Pauline Lucas 
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‘Persevere, persevere!* 


. ^ l Pon. Yorkshire 1924; 

ons>; died Bdssetlaw ~ 

Nottinghamshire 4 December 1 998. 
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Dorothy Nyembe 


DOROTHY nyembe was one of a 
generation of forceful women whose 
courage, energy and commitment 
helped to bring down the regime of 
apartheid. She Spent 1 8 years in prison 
in South Africa during the bleakest 
period o£*nhe struggle", but her name 
appears in few of the current histories. 

In large part this is because nation- 
al and international attention has tend- 
ed to concentrate on the fate of a single 
person as a metaphor for the struggle 
as a whole: and this was Nelson Man- 
dela. Yet the life of Dorothy Nyembe will 
perhaps one day be seen to have even 
wider significance, given the continuing 
deep-seated structural persistence of 
patriarchal values in southern Africa. 

Bom in 1931 in the rural area of what 
is now KwaZulu-Natal, Nyembe placed 
herself right at the front in contesting 
racial and social oppression at a time 
when international concern about 
apartheid in Western countries was all 
but non-existent 

Joining the African National Con- 
gress in her early twenties, she became 
a leading member of the Federation of 
South African Women (FSAW), a non- 
racial body allied to the ANC which was 
founded in April 1954. 

In 1955 the Minister of Native Affair s 
announced that passes were to be issued 
to African women - in the same man- 
ner long in existence for African men - 
beginning from January 1956. There was 
no more hated instrument of servitude 
in apartheid South Africa than the pass. 
As a means of enforcing despotic state 
control over personal and civil life, and 
y as the means by which sooner or later 
nearly every African man in the urban 
areas entered prison for a longer or short- 
er period, following an ugly encounter 
with the police, the idea that women too 
should be subjected to such humiliation 
and harassment was intolerable. 

This led to the women's anti-pass 
campaigns of 1565 and 1956, in which Ny- 
embe played a leading part mobilising 
Zulu-speaking women in the KwaZulu- 
Natal area. These campaigns both ral- 
lied resistance to the state, and helped 
shake notions of women’s subordination 
to domesticity among black men. 

“Strpdom, waffmct’ abafazi, loaihmf 
imbakodcT were the words of a song of 
a the women’s anti-pass campaig n - “Stry- 
^ dom [the apartheid prime minister of the 
day], you have touched the women, you 
have struck a rock.” Dorothy Nyembe 
was one such rod: During the Defiance 
Campaign against unjust laws in 1952. 
she was imprisoned twice. She then led 
the contingent from Natal in a protest 
by 20,000 women from ail over South 
Africa -many of them the poorest of the 
poor - who assembled in Pretoria on 9 


August 1956. now South African 
Women’s Day, to march on the Union 
Buildings, the headquarters of 
government, to oppose the extension of 
passes to women. 

As the application of the pass laws to 
women continued in full force, anger 
among women in the Cato Manor shan- 
ty town outside Durban in Natal took the 
form of campaigns against the system 
of municipal beer-balls. Women in par- 
ticular felt huge resentment because the 
law forbade Africans - in practice, usu- 
ally African women - from brewing tra- 
ditional beer at borne, while the men 
often spent much of the family income 
in the municipal beer-hails, which in turn 
supported the administrative machin- 
ery of apartheid through tax revenue. 

In 1959 brutal police raids aimed at 
smashing up home brewing led to 
tremendous angez; riots and killings by 
the police at Cato Manor. As chair- 
person of FSAW in Natal, Dorothy 
Nyembe and other FSAW leaders such 
as Florence Mkize and Gladys Manzi 
called fora total boycott of the beer-halls. 
In huge demonstrations, women armed 
with slides marched into the beer-halls. 


‘Strydom, ’ went the 
words of the song , 

‘ you have touched 
the women } you 
have struck a rock J 


attacking men who were drinking, and 
wrecking the facilities, despite the 
presence of police. The drinkers fled. 

One vivid account recalls that the 
women 

were voy powerful. Some came half dressed 
(in traditional dress) with their breasts 
exposed, and when they got near this place 
the police tried to block the women. When 
they saw this, the women turned and pulled 
up their skirts. The police dosed their eyes 
and the women passed by and went in. 

At her funeral at Umlazi, outside 
Durban, shortly after Christmas, one re- 
spectful man ruefully reflected that he 
still carried the scar where Nyembe had 
hit him during the beer-hall protests. 

During the same year; Nyembe was 
“endorsed out" of the Durban area by 
the government - effectively, exiled. 
Then came the massacre at Sharpeville 
in March 1960 and the subsequent state 
of emergency accompanied by the ban- 
ning of the ANC and the Pan Africanist 



Nyembe served 15 years in prison from 1969 


Congress, when Nyembe was detained 
with hundreds of others for five months. 
On her release she became active in 
helping to rouse rural women against 
the state, principally around the issue 
of opposition to government regulations 
on tiie dipping of cattle. 

These were very grim times, as po- 
litical organisations concluded that 
means of peaceful resistance had be- 
come futile, and the state responded 
with even fiercer represrioa In 1963 
Nyembe was found guilty of furthering 
the aims of the ANC. and sentenced to 
three years in gaol 

After her release, she was again ar- 
rested in 1968 and sentenced in Febru- 
ary 1969 to 15 years in gaol under the 
Terrorism Act and the Suppression of 
Communism Act, accused of assisting 
Umkhonto weSizwe, the military wing 
of the ANC. These long years in prison, 
served in full while Mandela and his 
male colleagues were on Robben Island, 


were spent in prisons tor women at Bar- 
berton in the eastern Transvaal, and 
then at Kroons tad in the Orange Free 
State, for from her family. Her prison 
work involved washing the clothes of 
male convicts. 

She was released in 1984 and in 
1994, in the first non-radal elections, she 
became a Member of Parliament 

Along with the lives of other heroic 
women of combat in the South African 
struggle (such as Lilian Ngoyi, 
Albertina Sisulu and Ruth First), the 
stormy life of Dorothy Nyembe richly de- 
served the tribute of another song of the 
womens anti-pass campaign; “ Jgama 
lamakosikazi / MaUbangwe" - “Let the 
name of the women be praised." 

Paul Trewhela 

Dorothy Nyembe, political activist 
and women's rights campaigner bom 
Talane, South Africa 1931; died Umlazi, 
South Africa 17 December 2998. 
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Historical Notes 

Maurice Cotterell 


A feathered snake and 
a man with a beard 


LEGENDS SAY that a beard- 
ed white man, with fair hair 
and blue eyes, brought super- 
knowledge to the Maya. He 
taught them the mysteries of 
the heavens, the laws of 
mathematics and astrono- 
my, and the skills of the arti- 
san. He taught them to build 
their pyramids and palaces 
of stone. Above all else, he 
taught them wisdom; that 
purification would come 
though sacrifice, and that 
immortality awaited the 
souls of the pure. 

They say that when he 
died he became the morning 
star; Venus. He walked, in 
turn, among the Olmec, the 
Teotihuacanos, the Maya, 
Tbltec and Aztec. They called 
him Quetzal coatl, the feath- 
ered snake, god of goodness 
and wisdom. 

Others, too. spoke of the 
bearded white man. The 
Incas, in Peru, called him Vir- 
acocha, while their neigh- 
bours the Aymara called him 
Hyustus. In Bolivia he was 
known as the “God of the 
Wind”. Tb the Polynesians he 
was known as Kbn-Tikl the 
Sun-God. Always, when he 
left, bis promise was the same: 
one day he would return. 

More evidence of the 
legend of “Quetzalcoatl" ex- 
ists in the tomb of the Mayan 
priest-king Lord Pa cal, at 
Palenque, in Mexico, than 
anywhere else. We know this 
from secret pictures encod- 
ed into Mayan artefacts, re- 
vealed for the first time in 
1993, when the code of Maya 
carving was finally broken. 


These show Lord Pacal quite 
dearly, unambiguously, as a 
feathered snake. They knew, 
from his teachings, that the 
sun affected fertility and that 
the world had been created 
four times before and that 
each creation ended in cata- 
strophic destruction, which 
they blamed on the sun. Tb 
them the sun was God. 

No one has ever explained 
the connection between the 
sun and this feathered snake, 
or the man with the beard, 
until now. 

The decoded pictures tell 
us he took to the throne at the 
age of 29, and that he was bom 
flowing an immaculate con- 
ception, more than L250 years 
ago in tiie jungles of Mexico. 

At the age of nine, 3,000 
years ago, on £be banks of the 
Nile, another boy-king took 
to the throne. His name was 
Tutankhamun, the living 
image of God. Fbrmore than 
75 years, since his tomb was 
opened, experts have tried to 
explain the legacy of the enig- 
matic pharaoh. Now, using 
knowledge of Maya encoding, 
together with the latest in 
scientific understanding, the 
life, the times and the 
tomb of Tutankhamun have 
been re-examined 

The secrets of the boy- 
king, kept safe for more than 
3,000 years, reveal that he too 
taught his people the super- 
science of the sun, which 
they worshipped as the god 
of fertility. He too performed 
miracles. They say that when 
he died he too went to the 
stars: to become one with 


Orion, in the Milky Way. He 
too was called the feathered 
snake, which be carried 
on his forehead with the 
vulture and the cobra. 

Why did the ancients en- 
code their super-knowledge 
into their treasures? They 
knew that, upon death, they 
would reincarnate on Earth, 
for another attempt at soul 
purification or return to God 
the creator of the universe, to 
live forever in the stars. In 
this way, they believed God 
grows and the universe ex- 
pands. They encoded their 
secrets for themselves to 
rediscover should they ever 
return, giving them a better 
chance next time, if they 
didn’t make it this time. 

The discoveries suggest 
that ancient mythological be- 
liefs could actually be feet, 
meaning that this human ex- 
perience is merely a subor- 
dinate state to that of our 
underlying spiritual nature, 
as eulogised by the ancients. 

This revered knowledge is 
known and thrives today; hid- 
den in the cathedrals of me- 
dieval Europe, concealed in 
sacred geometry, in whis- 
pered words, behind dosed 
doors, by the church, the 
high est orders of Freema- 
sonry and other secret soci- 
eties. The decoding of the 
treasures of Tu tankham un 
reveal for the first time ever, 
the reason for the secrecy. 

Maurice CottereU is the 
author of 1 The Tutank- 
hamim Prophecies’ (Head- 
line, 28 January ;. £23.99) 


William Whyte 


WILLIAM WHYTE was an accom- 
plished urbanologist and observer of 
corporate Bfe whose best-selling book 
The Organization Man helped to define 
^fjwhat it meant to be an employee of a 
large firm in the America of the Fifties. 
His thesis - that rugged US individu- 
alism and entrepreneurial spirit were 
being subsumed into the conformist 
norms of the corporate world - 
brought him widespread attention at a 
time when a number of searching 
works, including J.K. Galbraith’s 
American Capitalism (1952), were 
questioning the wisdom of the pre- 
vailing social and economic structure. 

Whyte suggested that the bold visions 
of individualists had been replaced by 

the modest aspirations of organization men 
who tower their sights to achieve a ^ood job 
with adequate pay and proper pension and 
a nice house in a pleasant community pop- 
ulated with people as nearly like themselves 
as possible. 

Moreover; the modest ambitions of 


the organisational man had spread to 
academic and scientific institutions, 
and prevailed in white-collar homes in 
the suburbs then proliferating across 
America- “Most wives agreed with the 
corporation; they too felt that the good 
wife is the wife who adjusts graciously 
to the system, curbs open intellectual- 
ism or the desire to be alone.” he wrote. 

He argued that in the desire to con- 
form to the organisation, to make it 
work, its employees had come dose to 
deifying it By describing its defects as 
virtues and defying that there is - or 
should be - a conflict between the in- 
dividual and the organisation was bad 
for the organisation and worse for the 
individual. Whyte advocated resistance. 
“Fight the organization," he wrote in his 
book “But not self-destructivciy. ” 

Tb znazy, his book appeared to be an 
attack on corporate life, a charge Whyte 
denied. As an etfitor of Fortune maga- 
zine, he later explained, he was himself 
art o rganisati onal and r pmainpri np- 


timistic about the possibility of individ- 
ual^ withm tiie corporate Me. “I meant 
no slight Quite the contrary. My point 
was that these were the people wbo were 
running the country, not the rugged 
individualists of American folklore." 

After publication of his book in 1956, 
Whyte embarked on a second career as 
an observer of street life and urban space. 
As such, he wrote, taught planned and 
spent I6yearswatcfaingand filming what 
people do on the streets of New Ybrk 

He observed, for instance, that urban 
plazas tend to have a larger proportion 
of females. Courting lovers, he found, 
were also “regular". “Contrary to plaza 
lore, they do not tryst mostly in seduded 
places. They're right out front" Groups 
of men also displayed consistent habits 
of socialisation. “They are, for one 
thing, strongly attracted by pillars 
and flagpoles, obeying a primeval in- 
stinct perhaps, to have something 
solid at their backs,” he wrote. “They 
also favor edges.” 


Whyte was bora in West Chester; 
Fennsyivanma, where his father was 
a railroad executive. He graduated 
from Princeton in 1939 and enlisted in 
the Marine Corps. After he was dis- 
charged in 1945, he joined the editorial 
staff of Fortune. 

Whyte’s advice on the design of pub- 
lic spa c es was heeded by municipalities 
across the US and his 1959 study Con- 
servation Easements is credited with 
helping to bring about “open-space" 
legislation in states from California to 
New York. A fan of the bustle and life of 
cities, Whyte warned against “Utopi- 
anism” He believed that the city “has 
always been a mess and always will be 
something of a mess". 

EDWARD HELMORE 

William Hollingstoorth Whyte, writer 
and planner bom West Chester, Penn- 
sylvania 1 October 1 91 7; married 1964 
Jenny Ben (one daughter); died New 
York 12 January 1999. 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& DEATHS 


DEATHS 


HOOKER: On 11 Januao, Canon 
Dr Roger; suddenly at nocne in 
Smethwick FhneraL Holy 
Trinity Smethwick 12 noon, on 

25 January No flowers r 

Donations to CMS, 157 
Boaii ) London SEl 8UU. 


Ann ouncements for 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS (Births, Adop- 
tions, Marriages, Deaths, 
Memorial services, Wed- 
.^Ung anniversaries. In 
” inemoriam) are charged at 
£6.50 a fine (VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments are charged at £10 a 
line. VAT extra. 


FORTHCOMING 

Marriages 


Mr Li Wei 
and Miss Zhu Hua 
Mr Li Wei, son of Mr Li 
Molin and Madam Ni Pebtia, 
and Miss Zhu Hua, second 
daughter of Mr Zhu Baolin 
and Madam Zhou Eangcui. 
are to be married in 
Newcastle on 18 January 


Birthdays 

princess Michael of Kent, 
54; Mrs Margaret Beckett 
MP, President of the Board 
of Tbade, 56; Mr Chuck 
Berry, singer; 73; Mr Frank 
Bough, television presentee 
66; Sir Nell Cossons, 
Director; Science Museum, 
60; Lord Dacre of Glanton, 
former Master, Peterhouse, 
Cambridge, 85; Dame Mary 
Hogg QC, High Court judge. 
52; Professor David 


Kendall, Emeritus Professor 
of Mathematical Statistics, 
Cambridge University, 81; 

Mr Melvin J. Las by, former 
editor and publisher of 
Encounter, 79; Professor 
Peter Maitlis, Professor 
of Chemistry, Sheffield 
University, 66; Sir Thomas 
Morison, High Court judge, 
60; Miss Margaret O’Brien, 
actress, 62; Lord Sewei, Par- 
liamentary Under-Secretary 
Scottish Office, 52; Lord 
Simon of Glaisdale, former 
Lord of Appeal in Ordinary; 
88; Sir John Smith QC, 
Emeritus Professor of Law, 
77; Mr John Terraine, 
writer, 78; Mr Frank Thorn- 
ton, actor and comedian, 78; 
Mr Andrew Tyne MP, 41. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Molfere (Jean- 
Baptiste Poquelin), play- 
wright, baptised 1622; Martin 
Luther King, civil rights 


leader, 1929. Deaths: Emma. 
Lady Hamilton (Lyon), mis- 
tress to Lord Nelson, 1815; 
Sammy Cahn, lyricist, 1993. 
On this day: the Act of 
Supremacy was passed, 1535; 
the British Museum opened 
in London, 1759. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Bonitus or 
Booet, St Ceolwulf; St Isidore 
of Alexandria, St Ita, St John 
Cafybites and St Macarius 
the Elder 


LUNCHEONS 

Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors 
Mr Richard Lay, President, 
and Mr Jonathan Harris, 
Vice-President hosted a 

lunch on Wednesday at the 
Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors, London 
SW1, for Baroness Black- 
stone, Minister of State, 
Department of Education 
and Employment, who spoke 
on “Lifelong Learning". 


ROYAL 

Engagements • 

Hie Prince of Wales visits Montpelier 
Junior School at Beacon Park, 
Plymouth; and, as Visita; St Luke's 
HMsce Plymouth, visits the Hospice 
at Tumcbapel, Plymouth. 


Changing of the guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Hone Guards, 11am; 1st Battalion 
Welsh Guards mounts the Queen's 
Guard, at Bodringhui Palace, LLSOam, 
bend provided by the Irish Guards. 


Synagogue 

services 


Details of synagogue services to ba heM 
t o morro w maybe obtained by telephon- 
ing the foDowmg. Sahhath begins in 
t jiiWtnn at-UKpm. 

United Synagogues 6181-4*3 8888. ftder- 
atfeBsr&rnagecm; 61S1-20Z SO- 
Untaaof ubemand Progressive Syoa- 
gopes tm-SH IKS. Reform Syna- 
gogue* of Grwd Britain: (181-348 *73 L 
Spanish and PMtognesc Jews CWW- 
Date 6171-281 2S73. New Loodss Syna- 
gogue aUsortfi: 0171-328 MBS, 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or Fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


No court order needed 
to take possession 


1 SECTION 38 of the Adminis- 
tration of Justice Act 1970 
had not removed a mort- 
gagee’s common law right to 
take possession of a dwelling 
house or to exercise its 
power of sale without first 
seeking an order of the court 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the plaintiff’s appeal 
against the dismissal of his 
o riginatin g s ummo ns seeking 
determination of the question 
whether the respondent bank 
had been entitled to take pos- 
session of his property and ex- 
ercise its power of sale without 
an order of the court 

The plaintiff had mortgaged 
a residential property to the 
bank The bank made a valid de- 
mand for payment but the 
plaintiff did cot repay the sum 
demanded. The bank wrote to 
the plaintiff, informing him 
that the property would be en- 
tered for sale in a forthcoming 
auction. The plaintiff was not 
tiring at the properly at that 
time, and denied having 
received the letter. 

The properly was sold at 
auction, and on 31 December 
1996 the bank informed the 
plaintiff that the sale had been 
completed. The plaintiff had in 
the meantime Learned from a 
neighbour that the property 
had been sold, and on 30 De- 
cember had sworn an affidavit 
in support of an ez parte ap- 
plication for an injunction re- 
straining the - bank from 
proceeding with the sale. 

Since the sale had already 
been completed, the application 
was refused The plaintiff then 
Issued an originating sum- 
mons, seeking the court’s de- 
termination of the question 
whether the bank as mort- 
gagee had been entitled by law 


Friday law 
Report 

15 January 1999 

Ropaigealach v 
Barclays Bank pic 

Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Henry, Lard 
Justice Chadwick and 
Lord Justice Clarke) 
18 December 1998 

particularly having regard to 
section 36 of the Administration 
of Justice Act 1970 as amend- 
ed to take possession of the 
property and sell it by auction 
without first having sought and 
obtained an order of the court 
The district judge dismissed 
the originating summons and 
the plaintiff appealed to the 
judge, wbo dismissed the ap- 
peal and refused leave to ap- 
peal. The Court of Appeal 
granted leave to appeal on the 
basis that there was not uni- 
versal agreement on the ques- 
tion whether the effect of 
section 36 of the 1970 Act was 
that a mortgagee had first to ob- 
tain the leave of the court be- 
fore proceeding to enforce its 
right to possession or its power 
of sale under a mortgage deed 
in relation to a dwelling house. 
Anthony Scrivener QC and Nor- 
man Joss (Phoenix Walters, Car- 
diff) Jbr the plaintiff; Elizabeth 
GlosterQC and Michael SuUvxm 
(Eversheds) for the bank. 

Lord Justice Chadwick said 
that it was impossible to be sat- 
isfied that Parliament had 
intended, when enacting sec- 
tion 36 of the Administration of 


Justice Act 1970, that the 
mortgagee’s common law 
right to take possession by 
virtue of his estate should be 
exercisable only with the 
assistance of the court The 
only conclusion as to Parlia- 
ment's intention which the 
court could properly reach 
was that which could be 
derived from the circum- 
stances in which the section 
had been enacted, the statu- 
tory context in which it 
appeared, and the language 
used, and all pointed in the 
same direction. 

Parliament had been con- 
cerned with the problem which 
had arisen following the deci- 
sion in Birmingham Citizens 
Permanent Building Society v 
Count [1962] 1 All ER 163, 
which had put an end to a prac- 
tice under which mortgage pos- 
session summonses were 
adjourned to give the mort- 
gagor an opportunity to pay by 
instalments. It had intended to 
restore the position to what it 
had previously been thought to 
be; it had not addressed its 
mind to the question whether 
the mortgagor required pro- 
tection against the mortgagee 
who took' possession without 
the assistance of the court 

It was impossible to be sure 
that Parliament had not in- 
tended, or would not have in- 
tended, bad it addressed its 
mind to the question, to leave 
the position as it was in that re- 
gard. It could not therefore be 
appropriate to embaifcon an in- 
vestigation whether the words 
which had been used in the sec- 
tion were capable of some con- 
struction other than that which 
they naturally bore. 

Kate O’Hanlon, 

Barrister 


IN Let Nothing You Dismay. 
Mark O’Donnell's recent 
witty novel about Christ' 
mas in Manhattan, the hap- 
less hero “sfrategised triage 
on the remaining parties'*; 
in reporting on Y2K, The 
New York Times notes that 
companies are ‘‘resorting 
to triage, fixing the most 
important programs first 
and worrying about minor 


WORDS 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

triage, n. and v. 

ones later” This shows 
the circular course which 
language takes. 

FTOni the french trier, to 
cull, the adjective trie* meant 


excellent, as in Spenser’s 
u feete of salver trye”. By the 

19th century, coffee beans 
were best, middling or tri- 
age; by 1930. in Stretdiers by 
EAPOttie, hacquiredame- 
dical hue (a “triage officer”), 
to determine the urgency of 
wounds awaiting operation. 
American hospitals have 
triape units. It is unlikely to 
be a Starbucks brew. 


+ 
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Look where my big 
mouth has got me now 

Janet Street-Porter happily agreed to model for one of her friends - but the n reality set in. 
What about the glasses, the cellulite and all those skinny waifs? This is her Milan report 


L ast Thursday at 
9.30pm, I did some- 
thing even I couldn't 
believe Fd pull off. I 
walked down a cat- 
walk in Milan, 
watched by 850 peo- 
ple, modelling three dresses in a top 
fashion show. I know you're incred- 
ulous. From rambling to runway - 
is she nuts? How does it feel to stand 
naked, backstage, while two Italian 
seamstresses pull clothes on and off 
you at lightning speed? What about 
all those gorgeous professional 
models? What about my cellulite? 
My glasses? 

The story started two years ago, 
bid here's the latest installment The 
phone ran g on my birthday, 27 De- 
cember Fd eaten so much lunch I 
was lying on my bed, bloated. It was 
good and bad news. My friend An- 
tonio dAmico had called from Milan 
to wish me happy birthday, but also 
to remind me that in an unguard- 
ed moment last summer; I had 
agreed to model his first solo col- 
lection. Panic set in. How could this 
shapeless white body swan down a 
catwalk and look elegant in just over 
14 days time? A new regime start- 
ed- but not until Td celebrated New 
Year, of course. Antonio had told me 
to “be myself", after aH 
I had met Antonio dAmico at 
Elton John's house the summer 
before last shortly after Gianni Ver- 
sace's murder. Antonio, his lover 
for 14 years, was simply one of the 
most dignified people in grief I had 
ever met There was no doubting 
the depth of his loss, and so our 
friendship started at the lowest 
moment in his life. But he was an 
inspirational person, and certainly 
helped me to deal with my mother's 
death this summer. 

Elton had known Gianni and An- 
tonio extremely welt and was very 
supportive when Antonio finally de- 
cided to launch his own collection. 
How could I churlishly refuse to 
model? He told me his clothes would 
be modern and simple, and that he 
would use a combination of real peo- 
ple and models. After alt he rea- 
soned. customers are not super-thin. 
They are real shapes and sizes. 

How could tat52, not look a com- 
plete disaster? For years I’ve 
whinged on Hike most women) 
about stick-thin models dominating 
our images of fashion. Now I had a 
chance to put the JSP point of view 
into action. So I didn’t diet but tried 
to remove festive excess from my 
torso. I was a size 10 at the age of 
18, but for the last 10 years I have 
been either a big 12 or a 14. And noth- 
ing would change that 
Luckily, I had a book to write and 
the deadline was upon me. So, at my 
cottage in Yorkshire I adopted a 
lentils, brown rice and vegetable 
regime. No drinking far three days, 
then a one-night binge in London 
and then back to three days of ab- 
stinence. Lots of apple juice and 
water Loads of trips to the loo. 

The night before take-off I lapsed, 
but I had still lost 5lb on the JSP diet 
Good. But I had a cold Bad Noth- 
ing would remove the bags under my 
eyes. I would have to smile a lot and 
incorporate them into laughter lines. 
G rinning also disguised my baggy 


chin. I practised the walk - a lot - 
in my friends’ kitchens. All the gay 
men could do it perfectly, thrusting 
their hips forward and their shoul- 
ders about one foot back. Not one 
woman could 

I arrived in MQan, to find a huge 
bunch of flowers in my hotel room, 
and spent two hours being fitted for 
my clothes. Basically, you take off all 
your underwear and bits erf fabric are 
draped on you, cut on you, pinned 
on you. Nudity isn’t a problem. The 
seamstresses have seen it all before, 
the male models are all gay (spend- 
ing their time eyeing each other’s 
biceps) and the female models ig- 
nore you, because you are fetter 
than them and thus simply don’t 
exist in glamour world. 



The models smoke 
and witter on mobile 
phones. I read a 
paper, and they look 
at me as if I’m mad 


Backat the hotel Istuckonabhie 
“revitalising" face-pack and fell 
asleep, awoke late for drinks with 
David Finnish. Elton John's partner; 
who was also modelling, and shoe 
designer Patrick Cox. We had a 
great dinner - I ate risotto and 
liver and fried potatoes, plus vanil- 
la ice-cream. Then I had to go back 
to Antonio's at 11pm for more fit- 
tings. Now all the clothes were too 
tight There was a lot of tutting 
Tuesday morning. I ate a crois- 
sant for breakfast I will not be a 
slave to fashion. Go to the Nuovo Pic- 
colo Teatro (where the show will] be 
held), as requested, at Ham. Noth- 
ing happens. They are still building 
the set - it has a departure lounge 
on either side and a silver runway 
with tights up the side. Fm bored out 
of my brain. How do these models 
do it? They just smoke, drink water 
and witter endlessly on their mobile 
phones. I get a newspaper out and 
they look at me as if Tm mad 
The other people turn out to be 
dancers (great figures), body 
builders (great bodies), an antique 
dealer (also does weight-lifting), 
some gorgeous young Italian men 
from very good families with fan- 


tastic faces, and one or two ex- 
tremely stylish older women. David 
and I have named ourselves as the 
Plucfey Brits. We decide to drink 
champagne before the show, espe- 
cially as poor David is to be the first 
one down the catwalk. 

Finally, at 4pm, we have a re- 
hearsal. People shout your name out 
and you stand in line backstage -just 
like school. On my first entrance, I 
trip on the step up to the stage and 
rip a chunk out of my arm. It's cov- 
ered in blood At least now m get 
some sympathy. 

Back at the hotel I order ban- 
dages and throat lozenges. I don't 
think a hanking cough is a great ac- 
cessory. Rumours are sweeping 
Milan. Will the theatre be foil? at 
wasJ Will Donatella Versace be 
gracious enough to go? (She wasn't) 
Why can't people who worked to- 
gether for 10 years be generous? But 
then I re memb er I was a fashion 
writer for four years once. How 
could I forget what the fashion busi- 
ness is really like? A world of giant 
egos and massive jealousies. Pan- 
icking I shave my armpite^aga^ 
slick on another “rejuvenating 7 * face- 
pack and eat a plate of smoked 
salmon and two bread rolls. That 
feels much better. I wash my hair, 
and the red dye leaves the marble 
shower and luxurious white towels 
looking as if a serial killer has visit- 
ed Room 364. 

Back at the theatre at 7pm. I 
queue to have my hair and make-up 
done. The room is baking. I take my 
sweater off and walk round in a flesh- 
coloured bra -no one cares. My hair 
is turned into a red pagoda. It takes 
30 mimites of ironing it straight and 
then a whole can of lacquer It looks 
great feels like steel Make-up - 1 
choose the old man making up the 
snottiest real model. He does a 
wonderful job of making me look 
brown and natural. It takes anoth- 
er 20 minutes to make me look like 
Fm wearing no make-up. I say thank 
you. No one else has thanked him, 
it seems. I put the first outfit on and 
wait and wait 

. We start 30 minutes late. All the 
Brits cheer when I come out The 
Italian press are confused. Who am 
I? Am I famous? It all passes in an 
instant I don't fall over; do a lot of 
grinning and bring Antonio on at the 
god for applause. The press ask him, 
who is Janet? He kindly says, “My 
favourite model". They ask me: “Are 
you a model in England?” I just 
crack up.“No, I have a real job!” 

The show got great reviews, and 
it seems the clothes were thought 
to be stylish and confident So Fm 
pleased for Antonio. But would I do 
it again? Vbu’ve got to be joking 

On Wednesday, there were large 
photos of me in the Daily Mai, the 
Mirror and the Express. Cliches ga- 
lore, of course, from “Pret-A-Porter” 
to “TV presenter gets her teeth into 
fashion”, but Tm not compl aining. 
After the nasty press I've had based 
on big teeth and a bigger mouth, this 
coverage was positively friendly. 

Work it, girl: Janet on the 
catwalk, right, and sharing 
the applause with designer 
Antonio d’Amico, above 

Chris Moore 
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Enmity on the 
jet-ski Bounty 


THE BOAT Show looks 
innocent enough - apart from 
stalls with names like 
“powerthrusters", who’ve 
decided against subtlety in 

/»laimmg g. c mrual connotation 

for their product Which makes 
you wonder whether other 
companies will rename 
themselves, with titles like 
“Cock-burners - for the 
electric bilge pumps that go all 
night and still beg for more". 

Despite the fact that, 
according to the exhibition? s 
own survey; 80 percent of 
visitors are genuine seafarers, 
most of them seem perfectly 
normal human beings - 
though a few wander around, 
as a team, in their rowing-dub 
jumpers. Why do they do that? 
Are they pretending that they 
rowed there, navigating a 
previously undiscovered river 
that winds parallel to the 
Sing’s Road into Earls Court? 

The stalls themselves fall 
into two categories. Upstairs 
are the accessories, which to 
ignorant landlubbers like 
myself are fascinating in their 
obscurity. One stall boasted 
that it could sell you the “most 
modem sleeve grommet”. 
Which means that it was 
someone's job to redesign the 
sleeve grommet from the 
flawed model which preceded 
it Were there heated 
meetings, with (me faction 
committed to a particular 
design while traditionalists 
screamed that this made a 
mockery of everything sleeve 
grommets stood for? 

Downstairs are the boats. 
Here, at least, I could name 
what I was looking at Except 
when the lights were dimmed, 
and the Tannoy boomed out 
Jean-Michel- Jarre- type music, 
the sort that accompanies 
American documentaries 
about blokes canoeing down 
rapids and yelling “Yeehahl". 

Then a circular metal 
contraption carrying theatre 
lights and four lengths of 
curtain material was lowered 
from the ceiling, and 
underneath appeared a team 
of gymnasts, who climbed up 
the curtains and hung upside 
down. Very impressive, but 
what was the connection with 
boats? Maybe the plan was to 
attract gymnastic enthusiasts 
who wouldn’t otherwise have 
gone, in the hope that they'd 
think: “Ah well while Fm here 
I might as well get myself a 
satellite radar system." 

As I said, all perfectly 
innocent Which is why it came 
as such a shock to find that 
behind the serenity of gently 
bobbing vessels lies a seething 
bitter rivalry for dominance of 
the seas. The sailing-boat 
fraternity, it seems, can’t stand 
the motorboat side of the 
industry and vice versa. In 
fact, the only issue on which 
they’re united is that the pair 
of them hate jet-ski people. 

Once you know this, the 
boat show takes on a 
completely different meaning. 
You start wondering whether 
fights will break out, with the 
factions ordered to occupy 
opposite ends, separated by 
mounted police, and alcohol 
banned within a two-mile 
radius. There are several 


MARK STEEL 



ON 

LOCATION 

possible reasons for this. One 
is that sailing is a battle 
against the elements, involving 
use of the elements. So 
engines are seen as cheating, 
litre someone tur n i n g up to a 
judo class with a sawn-off 
shotgun. And jet-skis probably 
require no traditional nautical 
siring at all In fact, charting a 
course, keeping a log and 
rlimhing up a crow’s nest in a 
storm must be almost 
impossible while you're 

hammering up the side Of 

Corfu on a jet-ski. 

Sailors also have an artistic 
and literary tradition to draw 
upon. The African Queen 
would have lost some of its 
romance if it had been a jet-ski 
and if, when Humphrey Bogart 
proposed to Katherine 
Hepburn, she hadn’t been able 
to hear him through the noise 
of a Yamaha 550 Turbo DieseL 
And who'd have cheered at the 
overthrow of Captain Bligh in 
Mutiny on the Kcuoasaki 635 
GLPotoerthruster? 

But also, there must be an 
element of snobbery. For you 
could pick up a jet-ski for a few 
hundred quid, whereas in the 
sailing world, the same money 
would barely fond you a decent 
supply of sleeve grommets. 

When I mentioned the 
rivalry to a jet-sld salesman, 
he went instantly into a rant 
about sailors, so eloquent that 
he must have repeated it 100 
times. “And FD tell you 
something else - what do you 
think they cany in those 
sailing boats?” 

“Dunno," I said. 

“Jet-skis." 

What an extraordinary 
theory. Is there evidence of 
this? Is there film of sailors 
getting to the middle of the 
Pacific, furtively looking 
around and then unwrapping 
their jet-skis and whizzing 
around the sharks? 

The irony was that the sail- 
boat salesmen would probably 
like nothing more than for all 
the punters viewing their 
boats to decide to spend their 
time at the jet-ski stalls 
instead. All day standing 
smiling at punters looks like 
an exhausting task. To start 
with, it’s obvious that hardly 
any of them are in a position to 
spend £200,000 on a boat But 
even worse are the ones who 
think they are. 

Which is why it was so 
enlightening to find that the 
people the salesmen seemed 
to have the most contempt for 
were the ones who really could 
afford the things. “These are 
beautifully crafted boats," one 
said. “But all they want to 
know is how much leg-room 
there is in the khazi." 


Tears and recriminations: goodbye to all that 

To his wife and sons, Robert Graves was a selfish old man. His daughter has fonder memories. By Ann McFerran 


WHEN SHE was 12, Lucia Graves and 
her brothers had measles. Thar father: 
the p oet Robert Graves, abandoned his 
writing to give his children a rare treat 
In the dark of their bedroom. Graves 
recounted the Greek myths. He told 
his daughter she resembled Perse- 
phone, the Greek goddess who swal- 
lowed six pomegranate seeds in the 
Underworld, which meant she had to 
return there for half a yean As Lucia 
relates it in her book, A Woman Un- 
known, her father’s storytelling was 
a potent experience. Ever since, like 
Persephone, she has seen herself as 
moving between two worlds: the 
Mediterranean of her childhood, and 
England, where she now lives. 

Since he died in 1986, Robert 
Graves’s own mythology has been fu- 
elled by various biographies recount- 
ing the artistis journey out of Victorian 
repression to the unconventional sex- 
ual accommodations necessaiy for his 
poetic talents. He lived with his long- 
suffering second wife, Berji and thar 
children in the village ofDeya on Ma- 
jorca, where Graves also sought re- 
lationships with young female muses. 

Lucia's elder brother William has 
written a warts -and -aQ account of his 
childhood, called WQd Olives. Tb his 
serious-minded son, Robert Graves’s 
predisposition for extra-marital affairs 



To his daughter Lucia, Robert Graves remains ‘an energetic man, wearing his hat* Neville Elder 


and marijuana, parties was embar- 
rassing. He depicts Graves as a self- 
obsessed, foolish old man. 

Lucia Graves is the first to admit 
that her memoir wQl do little to slake 
thirst for more gossip: “How could I 
write about myself and not indude 
him?” However unlike her brothers, 
she remembers him with enormous 
fondness. Tve always felt peaceful 
about my relationship with my, father 
We had a connection. 1 was the only 
girl My father idealised women, and 
put them on pedestals." 


Like many people with dual na- 
tionality, Luda is exaggeratedly good 
mannered. However several times 

during our meeting her good manners 

give way to irritation. Take, for ex- 
ample, our conversation about her fa- 
ther’s muses: there was beautiful 

Margot, who also seduced ha - younger 

brother Juan; volatile Cindy, who al- 
most succeeded in persuading Graves 
to leave his wife; and Julia, 17 to 
Graves’s 70 years. 

“I don’t think I mentioned the 
muses in my book,” says Luda tartly. 


“I don’t like the word muses'. Tb me 
they were people." So how did she tol- 
erate them? “To him. the world was 
led by women; the muses were part of 
this. He lwd to be inspired by them to 
write, although some people got hurt." 
Her brother William describes how h*s 

mother suffered in sQence. “It was very 

difficult" Lucia agrees. “But she un- 
derstood the most important thing was 

that my father was able to write." 

In one of her book's most com- 
pelling sequences, Lucia describes the 
trauma of being an outsider in Fran- 


she could hope for was Urn 
asked her father if she couli 
a Catholic. By the end of the 

bad been enrolled in the Int 

al School in Protestant Gen 
For Lucia, her father’s c 
taons are amusing rather tt 
cnticaL She describes takix 

a film version of his story; “Tfc 
One scene had a couple in a 
gethec Graves declared lorn 
yfoSUsting" . “I thought, how 

is so prudish," says Luda. “B 

born in 1895," 

fiuai years, when Gr 
‘“feebled by senile dement 
would read to him. “He tried 
words wouldn’t com 
•fooert Graves ded at the s 

ment his daughter drew out 
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is a picture which she loving 
Perpetuates in her memoir: 

? Unknown, Voices from 
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SCIENCE/9 


Scientists attempting to estimate the numbers likely to die from the human version of ‘mad cow disease' 
have some important new clues that could help direct their research. By Steve Connor 

ow many more will die? 
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hirty-five people have so 
Ifer died of the human ver- 
sion of “mad cow” disease. 
The question everyone 
wants answered is: how 
many more are destined to 
suffer from the new variant 
form of ijreutefeldt- Jakob disease (nvCJD), 
the debits ting and invariably fatal brain 
Several teams of researchers are 
workingbn the problem, but it is proving 
to be on cl of the most difficult projects in 
predictive science. 

There are at least lour things we need 
to know before making even a reasonable 
guess at , the likely size of the nvCJD 
epidemic. The first is an estimate of the 
total amount of beef products contaminated 
with bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE) that went into food destined for 
human beings during the Eighties, when 
the cattle epidemic was at is peak and be- 
fore the government introduced the first 
control measures to protect human health. 

The second is the incubation period in 
humans, between being exposed to BSE 
and showing the first symptoms of nvCJD. 
If the average incubation period is long, and 
evidence from other forms of spongiform 
encephalopathies indicates that it could be 
up to 20 years or more, then the relatively 
small numbers of people who have died so 
for could be just the be ginnin g of an epi- 
demic of “biblical proportions”, as a senior 
government adviser once described the 
potential danger. 

Next we need to understand the nature 
of the “species barrier” between man and 
cow. This indicates how difficult it is for an 
infective agent to pass from one species to 
another, if the species barrier is effective 
it could have substantially limited the 
transmission of BSE to h umans, and the 
final death toll could be mercifully small. 

Finally, scientists would like to know how 
people with different genetic constitutions 
react after they have eaten food contamin- 
ated with BSE It is known, again from work 
on diseases similar to nvCJD, that what- 
ever the agent is that causes a transmis- 
sible spongiform encephalopathy in human 
beings or other animals, its effects can be 
radically altered by the genes of its host or- 
ganism. Some people infected with BSE 
nay end up developing a disease quite un- 
ike nvCJD purely because of their genes, 
tr some people may be born with genes 
hat confer resistance to BSE altogether. 

A central problem for any scientist hy- 
iig to estimate the likelihood of a future 
wCJD epidemic is that none c£ these four 
pllars of knowledge has yet been builL 
Tiere are only hints of they may look like, 
aid even this information may be inaccur- 
at* when it comes to a disease that no doc- 
toi had heard of before 1996, when nvCJD 
ws formally described for the first time 
in dip medical literature. 

lie the amcwnt of BSE that people ate 
in thj Eighties. The most likely bovine mate 
erial! 
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From top row, right to left: Nina Cadwallader; who died in 1997 aged 23; Stephen Churchill, just 19 when he 
died in 1996; Clare Ibmbms, aged 25 when she died in 1998; Matthew Parker, who died aged 19 in 1997: 
Pamela Bayless, 24 at her death in 1998; Chris Warne, aged 36 when he died in 1997 


offal was offered for consumption. 

Unfortunately, the only attempt so for to 
carry out a “food audit” of BSE material 
has produced data of limited value. The 
Leatherhead Food Research Agency, an in- 
dustry-funded organisation commissioned 
to investigate the problem by the Govern- 
ment, estimated that 270,000 bovine b rain?; 


about the way the food industry used 
brains, spinal cord and bovine offal before 
it was banned for human consumption at 
the end of the Eigh ties. 

Another of the four pillars of knowledge 
concerns the genetics of nvCJD. AH the 
people who have so far died of the disease 
share a common genetic trait Technically 


Normally there is nothing to distinguish 
these three different genetic “types” in the 
human population — they are aD normal- 
ly healthy. However, when someone is in- 
fected with BSE it is possible that the 
versions of the codon 129 on the prp gene 
which they have inherited may result in ei- 
ther a different incubation period, or a dif- 


There are at least four things we need to know before making a reasonable 
guess at the likely size of the new variant CJD epidemic 


to harbour the infective agent is 
[and spinal cord, and it would be use- 
scientists to know how much of this 


a year were sold during the early Eighties, 
It also calculated that a tiny fraction of me- 
chanically recovered meat - scraps from 
the carcass used in cheap meat products 
- contained spinal cord and brain. 

“The problem with the Leatherhead re- 
search is that few of us quite believed it 
It was not so much the conclusions, but how 
they came up with them,” said one member 
of the government's Spongiform Enceph- 
alopathy Advisory Committee. As a result 
of this disquiet the Government is now at- 
tempting to find more reliable information 


it is known as homozygous methionine; they 
have inherited versions erf the prp gene (re- 
sponsible for the protan associated with 
CJD) which produce double doses of the 
amino add methionine at a ate on the prp 
protein known as codon 129. 

There are two other versions of the 
human prp gene that occur naturally in the 
population. In one, homozygous valine, the 
pep protein contains double doses of the 
amino add valine at codon 129. In the other 
the heterozygous version, the protein con- 
tains a mixture of valine and methionine. 


ferent clinical condition, or both. 

Pioneering research by Alan Dickinson 
at the Neuropathogenesis Unit in Edin- 
burgh established nearly 30 years ago 
the importance of genes in incubation 
periods for spongiform encephalopathies 
in animals. More recent work fay Moira 
Bruce has defined the precise combination 
of genes in mice that result in differences 
in incubation periods for BSE. ft is this work 
on animals that has led scientists to 
suspect that something similar might 
happen in humans. 


Evidence from human research that this 
could be the case comes from a study of 
the victims of kuru, a CJD-Hke disease that 
affected New Guinea tribespeoplewho en- 
gaged in cannibalistic behaviour who 
caught the disease by or ^nHiing 
contaminated brains of dead relatives. 

Paul Brown and colleagues from the 
National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
Maryland, studied 92 frozen blood samples 
stored since the Fifties from kuru victims 
to compare the genetic make-up of the 
codon 129 site on the pip gene with clini- 
cal features of the disease, such as the es- 
timated incubation period. They found 
that people who were homozygous at 
codon 129 developed the illness earlier than 
those victims who were heterozygous. 

The scientists concluded that tribat they 
found may have implications for the future 
course of nvCJD in Britain. It may be that 
the reason we have seen only people who 
are methionine homozygous with the dis- 
ease is that others - the beterozygotes or 
homozygous valine types - may have a 
longer incubation period. 

Tf nvCJD behaves like kuru, future 
cases (with longer incubation periods) 
may begin to occurin older individuals with 
heterozygous codon 129 genotypes and 
signal a maturing evolution of the nvCJD 
‘epidemic’,'' the scientists concluded in their 
research report 

Another concern is that people who are 
heterozygous at codon 129 - about half the 
population - may if they are infected with 
BSE end up developing a disease quite un- 
like nvCJD. There is a precedent for this 
in a bizarre and extremely rare inherited 

Condition Im n un i as fatal familial insp mrria 

iFFD, a brain disorder in which people 
eventually die from lack of sleep. 

It is now known that FFI occurs because 
of an inherited defect in the prp gene, this 
time ata site on the gene known as codon 
178. But what is st riking fo that a defect at 
this site results in FFI only if patients are 
also homozygous for methionine at 129. If 
they have valine at codon 129, the patients 
who inherit the codon 178 defect develop 
a more classical form of CJD, with symp- 
toms quite unlike those of FFL 

Wbai worries scientists such as Bob Will, 
director of the National CJD Surveillance 
Unit in Edinburgh, is that BSE could 
cause a disease quite unlike nvCJD in peo- 
ple who are not methionine homozygotes. 
“We have no evidence that it will, but we 
cannot rule it out” he says. 

With noway of accurately estimating the 
typical incubation period of nvCJD and 
almost no knowledge of the species barrier 
that may have protected humans against 
infection, scientists trying to estimate how 
many will die of human BSE are facing 
formidable problems. 

The only real insight into the future 
course of the epidemic wiD come about 
when a reliable testis developed to detect 
people meubating nvCJD at an early stage. 
Today’s announcement of a tonsil test for 
people with nvCJD could be the break- 
through scientists have been waiting Ear. 


UPDATE 


AN early use of gene therapy on 
unborn monkeys could presage its 
use on human foetuses. Next 
month a team at the Alton 
Ochsner Medical Foundation in 
New Orleans will by injecting a 
mutated cold virus carrying a 
“repair” gene for cystic fibrosis 
(CF) into the amniotic fluid of 
pregnant monkeys, reports New 
Scientist. Though the foetuses 
will not have CF, the researchers 
will look for high levels of activity 
of the repair gene. Positive results 
could lead to tests on women 
whose foetuses have CF The 
scheme would require regulatory 
approval, because such gene 
therapy might possibly affect 
reproductive tissues. 


THE ARRANGEMENT of blood 
vessels in our heads may act as a 
heat exchanger to cool blood 
before it enters the brain, and a 
failure of this system may be a 
cause of cot death, according to 
British scientists. A team at the 
Institute of Neurology in London 
investigated the temperature of 
monkeys' carotid arteiy blood 
This was lower than brain tissue 
temperatures, suggesting that 
inco ming blood helps cool the 
active brain. 

If that function foils in a baby, 
the team suggests, cot death may 
follow. But the work was described 
as “far from proven" by other 
researchers. 


PROMISCUITY IS healthy if you 
are a queen bee, say scientists 
who believe they have discovered 
why female bees may mate with 
up to 20 males in their nuptial 
dance. A study into the mating 
habits of the bumblebee found 
that sex with multiple partners 
improves the ability of subsequent 
generations to ward of parasites 
and infectious diseases. 

The researchers artifi ciall y in- 
seminated queen bumblebees with 
sperm of either high or low genet- 
ic diversity - to mimic the effects 
of mating with many males - and 
exposed the resulting colonies to 
parasites. They found that 
colonies from highly diverse 
sperm were less likely to suffer 
parasitic attack, which supports 
the general view that genetic 
diversity is a way of keeping pace 
with the continual arms race 
between parasites and their host 

or ganism s. 

TWo Swiss scientists at ETH 
Zurich concluded that sex with 
multiple partners strengthens off- 
spring against parasites and dis- 
ease. Writing in the journal 
Nature, they said: “Colonies head- 
ed by queens inseminated by high- 
ly diverse sperm had lower 
intensities of infection and lower 
prevalence of infection, as com- 
pared with colonies with low ge- 
netic diversity, by both of the 
major parasites seen in our area 
of Switzerland.” 

Charles Arthur 


THE TRUTH ABOUT... 

Gravitational microlensing 



THE piSCOVEKY of a planet or- 
biting a distant star does not, 
these days, arouse much coxn- 
meiL The first was identified 
in £95, but there are now 17 
listed; and so the addition of an- 
other; announced by a team 
fron Japan and New Zealand 
at he weekend, nright not seem 
umsuaL But what was inter- 
esting was the method they 
used to detect it - and what it 
irapties about our future abili- 
. tyto detect Earth-sized planets 
ft that could harbour life. 

' Called “gravitational mi- 
cnle rising”, this technique re- 
tie; on the fact that light 
passing close to a massive ob- 
jec will be bent by a degree re- 
lated to its mass. Exactly tins 
mdhod was used in 1919 to ver- 
ify Einstein's theory °f relativ- 
ity. During a total solar eclipse, 
star ight that should have been 
hide ;n behind the Sun was ac- 
tual / visible, because it had 
bee? bent around the star’s 



Search for a star? SPL 


massive body try its gravity 

Microlensing, however is a 
more subtle application of tins 
effect It requires two stars - a 
very distant one and a nearer 
one, around which the extra- 
solar planet revolves. When 
the distant star passes behind 
the nearer one, a ring of light 
is formed, as the distant star's 
light is equally bent around 
the nearer star’s mass. 

The diameter of this ring is 
measured in “arcseconds”. 


subdivisions of a degree in a cir- 
cle. But such events usually 
produce rings which are only 
micro -arcseconds in size; 
hence the name “microlens- 
ing”, and typically last 40 days. 

If the nearer star has a plan- 
et orbiting it, then there will be 
an extra peak in the mi- 
crolensing ring's intensity last- 
ing perhaps a few hours for an 
Earth-sized planet That was 
what the team observed. 

Previously, extrasolar plan- 
ets were detected -or their ex- 
istence extrapolated - by 
examining the movements of 
stars for “wobble”. This wob- 
bling would be caused by mas- 
sive objects moving elfipticalty 
around its parent star But to in- 
duce enough wobble to be de- 
tectable from Earth, the planet 
had to be very big, and the star 
relatively dose. Thus most of 
the 17 extrasolar planets so far 
identified lie less than 100 tight 
years from Earth, and have 


masses at least as great as our 
own Jupiter - about 300 times 
greater than the Earth. They 
are unlikely candidates to fos- 
ter life, as they are gas giants. 

Microlensing, by contrast, 
can identity candidate stars 
thousands of light years away, 
and infer the existence of 
Earth-sized planets by the 
length of the peaks of intensi- 
ty in the tight emitted. The 
process can even be automat- 
ed, and is the most effective 
method for detecting planets 
that range in mass up to 20 
times that oTEarth. Though the 
Search for Extraterrestrial In- 
telligence (Seti) has suggested 
putting systems into orbit 
which would watch stars for 
“transits” — the passage of a 
planet in front of a star - mi- 
crolensing is accepted as the 
most effective tool available in 
the hunt for planets beyond our 
Solar System. 

Charles Arthur 
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TECHNOQUEST 


bears hibernate? 
ition, a state of 
dormancy or 
jty, is used by some 
and other animals to 
to a shortage of 
/mitrifeon during the winter 
> Bear jubernation differs 
i from that of other animals. 

| Noti all bears hibernate. 
Bears that live where the 
winter'does not get too cold 
do not hibernate. Similarly, 
bears that have not put on 
sufficient fat stores may not 
hibernate, or do so only for 
a short time. During the 
hibernation of bears, they 
do not eat drink or 
defecate- Their urea is re 
absorbed through the 
bladder wall and safely 
converted into usable amino 


adds and protein. Their 
metabolism slows down. 
Their body temperature 
drops, but never below 89 
degrees. They require only 
half their normal oxygen 
intake. Their digestive 
organs and kidneys shut 
down almost completely. 
There is no permanent loss 
of muscle functioning or 
bone mass. They exist 
solely on fat and fluids in 
their body They do not 
dehydrate. They lose up to 
40 per cent of their weight, 
from fatty tissues. They use 
approximately 4,000 calories 
per day to maintain their 
body. Blood circulates more 
to the brain and upper body. 
Some bears hibernate for 
seven or eight months. 


Q How do rechargeable bat- 
teries work? 

Normal batteries are actual- 
ly distorted and largely de- 
stroyed in the process of 
making electricity. In the 
recharging process, acur- 
rentfrom an outside source is 
pushed through the ceil in a 
direction opposite to that from 
which it was drawn original- 
ly This reverses the reaction 
that happened during dis- 
charge, restoring the anode to 
its metallic state, reasidizing 
the positive electrode. 

Nickel-cadmium 
rechargeable cells comprise 
alternating layers of porous, 
neg ative ca dmium anode 
and porous, positive nickel 
oxide cathode separated by 
absorbent foyers, all 


permeated with electrolyte 
and all inside a nickel- 
plated steel case. Both the 
cadmium, anode and the 
nickel oxide cathode 
material are contained in 
plates. The plates are 
conductive, incr easing 
efficiency Because of this 
design, the anode structure 
is not seriously distorted as 
the cadmium is oxidized, 
nor is the cathode structure 
as the nickel is reduced. 
This gets over the biggest 
problem of recharging 
batteries - the distortion. 

You can also visit the 
technoquest W6rld Wide 
Web site at 

http.il wwwsciencenet 
org.uk 



CLASSIFIED 


| Metro Hearts 

Mobility | | 

Public Notices 




BRITISH DESIGNED & BUILT 



Gemini 


phaxri bo ata 


etacoBi 


Piter jour fKEE 
Voter Pmoaois" ail loOajf 

0800 

216 351 

tf a XTBSITONBiT f 

Voice personals 

Pormrds* appm i nefe wwA 
in lbs Endspandat* on SWwdor ood 
in Dm Ind y nd w * on Soda? 


BUY DIRECT 

from 

THE BRITISH 
MANUFACTURER 

RENT or BUY 

• 

FREE HOME TRIAL 



KT-,11 ^^HhORIZON mobility 


^^0800 018 

Y— . 

Not Just .i 

Britiih Company... 

2603 



Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER (or that SpflCbH 
date, 1642M998, mp£ Was tt**- 
BbkL kfeaf bfcihday gift. Remem- 
bar When. Tal: 0161-688 S323. Or 
CAU. FREE 0600820 000. 



To advertise 
in the 
Classified 
section please 
call Siobhan 
McCauI 
now on 

0171 293 2347. 


Charities 


CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make life worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association 

BonJon, Hants. GU35 9JZ fflL\ 


Reg. Charity No. 270288 
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KAIL REGULATOR 

THE RAILWAYS ACT 1963 

Application Tor Licence Exemption by 
Mid Norfolk Railway P reservation Hurt 
(“tie Applicant”) 

Company Registration Number: 303701*1 
Principal address of the Applicant 
Railway Station. 

Station Road. 

Derebam, 

Norfolk 
NR191DR 

Directors of the Applicant: 

John Spa Hull Brian Smith 

Bany Dennis Woodgetf Richard Ifcllent 

fl Christopher Pearson Leonard Charles Elston 
Ernest Woolley Rani Anthony Young 

Andrew Murray Peter Clifford Ramm 

Raymond Arthur King Dragan Iran Ivanovic 

The Rjsfl Regulator hereby givo notice m accordance with 
section 7(4) of the Railways Act 1993 that be proposes to 
grant the Applicant an exemption from the requirement to 
be authorised by licence to operate the network which the 
Applicant proposes io operate between a point 
immediately south of Norwich Road at East Derebam, in 
the District of Breddand, in die County of Norfolk, at 
reference point TF 9935 L320 and a point iminediaicly 
west of the junction of the British Railways Board's former 
railway and the main Thelford to Norwich railway at 
Wymondham, in lire District of South Norfolk, in the 
County of Norfolk, at reference point TG 1 130 0090, and 
generally from any requirements to hold a train operator's 
licence, and a station licence, on the grounds that the 
Applicant is proposing to operate a preserved railway, and 
i ha i it is therefore not appropriate for the licensing 
provisions of the Railways Act to be applied to iL The 
Regulator proposes to revoke the licence exemption 
granted to the Applicant on 12 December 1997 at the 
same time as granting this licence exemption. Any person 
who wishes to make any representation or objection with 
respect to the proposed exemption should send such 
representation or abjection to: 

Michael Ricketts 
Licensing and Standards 
Passenger Sendees Group. 

Office of the Rail Regulator, 

1 Waterhouse Square, 

138-142 Hotbom, 

London EC1N2TQ 
not later than /2rt February 1999. 

A plan showing the extent of the railway to which the 
proposed network licence exemption apphes is available 
for inspection at the above address between 10.00 and 
16.00 hours on any working day. 

Dated 15tfi January 1999 Chris Bolt 











10/ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN 


the FRIDAY REVIEW 



Norman Foster’s first museum installation reveres the 1930s and the arrival 


of international modernism. By NonieNiesewand 


Foster makes 


an exhibition 


for hi 



w 


«hen Sir Nor- 
man Foster; 
Britain’s 
most cele- 
brated 
architect, 
studied at 
Manchester University in the late 
Fifties, working as a bouncer to pay 
his way, he fell in love with that city's 
first modem building. Owen 
Williams's glass-skinned building 
for the Daily Express tit up like a 
beacon at night, when the presses 
rolled off milli ons of copies. 

“It had a dramatic quality that 
gave me a real architectural charge. 
I could walk there and back - just - 
in my lunch hour." Years lata; in 
1975, Norman Foster was to adopt 
that glass membrane, smoky-black 
and at once both shiny and opaque, 
for the W illis Faber D umas building 
in Ipswich. This, and his Hong Kong 
and Shanghai bank (1 986), now 
Grade One listed, show his ability to 
free the facade from any visible 
support and give it a powerful shape, 
all harking back to the Mancunian 
building of 1939 that so impressed 
him as a young student 

Memories of Manchester have en- 
couraged him to make one senti- 
mental gesture in his punishing 
international schedule and agree to 
design the exhibition installation at 
the Design Museum fora show that 
pays homage to that period. Modem 
Britain 1929-29 is just adecade in the 
history of architecture - but what a 
tumultuous time. 

“Britain was a staging post for the 
emigres from Europe. There was a 
social manifesto too, centring on in- 
equality. heightened and drama- 
tised by the social upheaval in 
Europe. The Thirties became a very 
tense and productive time here." 

The Thirties marked the time 
when any fixed expectations of ar- 
chitecture disappeared, along with 
the traditional props of the con- 
struction industry. Cement flowed, 
spans of glass lengthened, and the 
pillars and posts of the stonemason's 
craft were replaced by reinforced 
steel joists. Etchell’s translation 
into English of le Corbusier’s Vers 
une Architecture, in 1927, was re- 
ceived with tremendous enthusiasm 
in Britain, where white-painted 
blocks of flats, with swing doors and 
elevators as well as window walls, 
introduced a new way of open-plan 


fivmg. So <£d Ihe cantilever - the pen- 
guin pool at London Zoo has scarce- 
iy a ripple in its glacial form. 

Some of these buildings have 
disappeared and, as the Twentieth 
Century Society points out, those 
that do survive, Eke the De La Warr 
pavilion at Bexhill on Sea, are often 
under threat But the period’s in- 
fluence on the generation of post-war 
British architects has been spread 
around the world. 

In between finishing the Reich- 
stag in Berlin and designing a new 
home for London's mayor; you would 



Norman Foster and his working 
partner, Spencer de Grey 


think Norman Foster would be too 
busy to bother with an exhibition 
which only lasts six months. Not at 
all No job. it seems, is too small if 
it captures Norman's interest He 
rattles off a list of smallish jobs 
(under £3m) for the S pasties Asso- 
ciation and Mental Health that have 
kept his 500-strong practice busy. 
"It's a good shot in the arm to have 
immediacy, to create the instant en- 
vironment that will be dismantled. 
Consider that Stansted airport took 
us 10 years, Bilbao Metro seven. 
Nimes arts centre also seven, and 
Duxfbrd air museum, 11 years." 

Inky black rectangles, amid Nor- 
man's distinctive loose freehand in- 
structions, have just been faxed to 
Italy showing a tray he designed for 
Alessi, the Italian stainless-steel 
with-styie manufacturers. Just how 
difficult it is to design a tray? Nor- 
man doesn’t even smile “A good tray 
has to be lipped to hold things. You 
need to consider how to open doors 


while holding one in your hand. 
This one folds like origami in metaL”. 

Norman Fbster’s first venture 
into exhibition installation is a wavy 
wall 124 metres long and 3 metres 
high, s naking alo n g the Design Mu- 
seumThis showcase for the art and 
artefacts of the decade between 
1929 and 1939 charts a course 
through history. '• 

“If you look at any particular pe- 
riod, you don’t look at the artefacts 
in isolation, lb be relevant you need 
to remind people of that time, and 
use the events with the objects as a 
narrative.” Ticker-tape printouts 
for everyyear; spelling out political 
and cultural events, are billboarded 
above the exhibits. Foster has de- 
signed everything for this exhibition, 
down to specifying details such as 
Eric Gill fonts throughout But then, 
as the architect Mies van der Rohe 
observed: “God is in the details." 
ColmirsfromthePenguinpaperbadi 
bookcovers of the Thirties signpost 
the routes through the exhibition. 

Take 1933, the year that George 
Orwell described as a period of ir- 
responsibly "such as the world has 
never before seen." Amelia Earhart 
flew over the Atlantic, Hitler chal- 
lenged Hindenberg in the German 
elections, and troops occupied 
Shanghai. TS Eliot's Wasteland 
highlightsa sense of fragmentation 
and frustration after the First World 
War. Despite superficial prosperity, 
structural problems in British soci- 
ety were largely ignored. 

Yet through the gloom that fol- 
lowed the Wall Street crash of 1929, 
artists began to see in the alliance 
of geometry and nature a new 
source of creativity. London Un- 
derground launched posters for 
“The Modern God of Transport". 
Gerald Summers. Wells Coats and 
Marcel Breuer made furniture with 
Isokon. And Geoffrey Jellica the 
landscaper, made a shop signs. 

As the economic crisis deepened, 
even poUtitians began to espouse the 
cause of creative design as a means 
of social recovery. The parallels 
with 1999 are scary. 



Norman Foster’s five Favourite British buildings 

1. Dally Express Building, Manchester, by Sir Owen Williams, 1939. Sir Norman Foster says: 'The first modem building I was aware of 
as a student at Manchester University. There is a link in its opaque glass skin with my Willis Faber and Dumas building in Ipswich. Suffolk 



2. Boots Budding, Beeston, Nottinghamshire, by Sir Owen Williams 
1932. 'Look at the reinforced concrete mushroom columns around Boos, 
a structural device given such joyous form in the modem workplace and. 
as such, the antithesis of Victorian gloom’ 


3. Lawn Road Flats, Hampstead, London by Wells Coates 1934. 

’Pioneering the international modem style as dwelling places. His flats 
were home to numerous influential architectural and literary emigres 
fleeing the political turbulence in Europe* 


‘Modem Britain 1929-39 : Design 
and Craff, sponsored by Bacon 
and Woodrow with ‘The Indepen- 
dent and’The Independent on Sim- 
dag'; supported by the Henry Moore 
Fbundation; at the Design Museum, 
20 Jan -6 June (01 71-378 60551 



4. De la Warr Pavilion, Bexhill on Sea, by Erich Mendelson and 
Serge Chermayeff, 1934. ‘De la Warr pavilion is a very good building, 
dynamic with its streamlined curves. The pure strain of European mod- 
ernism in the UK by two emigres' 


5. The Penguin Pool, London Zoo, by Berthold Lubetkin with 
Tecton, 1938. ‘Not in my first four because it lacks a social dimenson, 
but my partner, Spencer de Grey, wants the freely-moulded concete 
pool to be included because of its scupl rural qualities' 


If it’s post-modern, it has to be British 


Thirties 7 artists believed that if you could do one thing in design, you could do everything. By Alan Powers 


W hether it is re- 
ally possible to 
‘Go Modern 
and still Be 
British’ is a question vexing 
quite a few people today. 

We may see the struggle 
going on - in the faces of el- 
derly painters and young ar- 
chitect manufadurers. shop 
windows, fagades of bufld- 
ings." So wrote the painter 
Paul Nash in 1932, encour- 
aging his fellow Brits to take 
the plunge across the Chan- 
nel to discover what “Being 
Modern" was all abouL 
Paul Nash is a good rep- 
resentative of the theory that 
went with Modernism in the 
Thirties, that if you could do 
one thing in design, you could 
do everything. He designed 
textiles, glassware, posters, 
books, even a spectacular hath- 
room for Wy Losch, the dances 
although he remained first and 
foremost a painter. 

His work in several of 
these fields is shown in 




Modem Britain 1929-1939 at 
the Design Museum. If 
you want to know why the 
Design Museum is exhib- 
iting some of the best 
examples of fine art pro- 
duced in the Thirties, 
Nash's work helps to pro- 
vide the answer. 

Painters and sculptors, 
including Henry Moore, 
Barbara Hepworfh and 
Graham Sutherland, be- 
? lieved that they could be- 



sodal issues of the time by 
creating an awareness of 
visual form and language. 

The Design Museum 
has chosen to show what 
a New Statosmonrreading 
intellectual in Hampstead 
would have had in his 
sitting-room. As the poet 
Stephen Spender wrote, the 
intelligentsia was excited 
about "the idea that archi- 
tecture, the design of 
rooms, and of the things 
ithin those roans, could 


EVERYWHERE YOU GO 



YOU CAN BE SURE OF SHELL 
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From left: Tall Jar, The Bat ben 1930; Shell advertising poster by Paul Nash; shield pattern Moquette 
fabric design for the seats on London Underground tube trains; the Bruton electric fire, 1939 


alter people’s lives”. This desire to 
rebuild everything from the ground 
up was an essential part of the 
Modern. 

The exhibition has sections de- 
voted to Abbatfs educational toys 
(some designed by the architect 
Erno GoJdfinger) as well as the en- 
thusiasm for Health Centres. Most 
Eurt^ean countries developed Mod- 
ernism in the Twenties, ahead of 


Britain, in response to the need for 
reconstruction after the First World 
War. It was part of the rehabilitation 
which any therapist would recom- 
mend for a sick nation. For Nash, as 
for other painters, design was a way 
of beating the depression that had 
stopped people buying pictures. 

In the Nineties, we have become 
fascinated with the idea of English 
national identity, but in the Thirties. 


the search for essential Englishness 
had a modifying effect on Mod- 
ernism, seen in artefacts produced 
for the 1937 Coronation, such as Eric 
Ravilious's commemorative Wbdg- 
wood mug, a reworking of the folk 
art tradition. Some critics have seen 
this as a compromise, but it was 
partly commercial pragmatism and 
partly a deeper understanding that 
Modernism is not so much a style 


as a diagnostic method, the outcome 
of which cannot be predetermined. 

If the exhibition offers any new in- 
terpretation of the period, it is to em- 
phasise how, from 1935 onwards. 
Modernism in Britain was often 
more like Post-Modernism. 

It was a conscious play with lan- 
guage and meaning, enjoying the 
ambiguity of double coding, as the 
architect Berthold Lubetkin did 
with his Penthouse at Highpoint H 
in 1938, where cow-hide chairs (two 
of which are in the exhibition), a mo- 
bile bv Calder and a painting by Fer- 
nand Leger (also in the 
exhibition) held conversa- 
tion with Victorian Pollock / 
toy theatre prints pasted 
on the walls. Thus thie para- 
dox of “Going Modern and v 
Being British" was resolved 
by mixing strong 
flavours together. 

The use of design 
with technology could bring 
a bettor life to every- 
one, through plastics 
for radio cases, cheap 
printing for Penguin books and 


artist-designed seating for the Lon 
don Underground. i 

Modernism was no longer 6 litis 
or alarming, although only a mi 
nority wanted to buy into the wholi 
package. In 1936, when Nikolai 
Pevsner published A Survey of In 
dustrial Design, he thought that 91 
per cent of British goods wen 
badly designed. 
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The aliens have landed 


Sankai Juku’s work is from another world. Be warned: this dance 
company may seriously damage your composure. By Nadine Meisner 


T he spectacle of Sankai Juku’s hair- 
less, white -painted Japanese men 
swaying and clawing the air was the 
last straw for one spectator in Paris. 
He collapsed. Front-of-house staff 
and paramedics scurried up and 

r down the darkened aisle, while on stage another 

high drama evolved as Ushio Amagatsu, Sankai 
Juku’s. leader; embarked on one of his slow, shock- 
ingly intense solos. 

Thankfully, the patient was not seriously ill. 
However, my companion thought that a few 
benign collapses were a rather appropriate aud- 
ience response to the extremes of Sankai Juku. 
This company has become internationally famous 
as the practitioner of the startling theatre form 
called Anknka Butoh, or Dance of Darkness, in- 
vented by the Japanese avant garde in the early 
Sixties. Originators such as Kazuo Ohno and Hi- 
jikata built upon Japanese theatrical traditions 
as a reaction against the post-war Americanis- 
ation of their country, they incorporate an ang- 
uished grotesqueness that seems to turn the 
human soul inside out and which some comment- 
ators have seen as rooted in Japan's atomic ashes. 
But they also grafted on some of the precepts of 
Western modern dance - especially the German 
expressionism o f Mary Wigman - in which they 
had themselves been trained. 

Ushio Amagatsu belongs to the second gen- 
eration of Butoh, founding Sankai Juku in 1975. 
He too trained in Western modern dance, and in 
ballet, and upholds the importance of a uniquely 
Japanese culture - “culture has meaning pre- 
cisely because it differs from other cultures," he 
says. But his version - he composes the choreo- 
graphy and designs the settings - is visually 
glossier and more other-worldly than the reputed 
visceral sensationalism of earty Butoh. 

Watching the on-the-edge deliberation, of 
Sankai Juku, 1 pondered with some alarm just 
how excessive early Butoh was. The men them- 
selyes look so weird, a colony of Star Trek aliens 
or primitive day figures, moulded by a craftsman 
in a hurry. Then there are the images, created 
through extraordinary movement and a starkly 
exquisite symbolism, images that evoke both 
^ philosophic] profundity and mysterious ritual, 

? jnages that hover ambiguously between beauty 
and horror between pain and ecstasy. In one piece 
they showed in London, a man danced with a live 
peacock, abruptly seizing it as though about to 
strangle it At the 1982 Edinburgh Festival, the 
company lowered themselves upside down from 
the Lothian Building - a publicity stunt that 
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plunged into terminal tragedy in Seattle four years 
later when one man's rope broke. 

I talked to Amagatsu in a Paris cafe an hour 
after the performance. The Sankai Juku stage- 
look is so scary, it was a relief to see a dapper 
middle-aged man arrive. He wore a cap to keep 
his shaven head warm and was sufficiently in tune 
with French living to order a glass of champagne 

Although the name Sankai Juku - meaning 
“Workshop by the Sea and Mountains" - refers 
to their original creative base in Japan, France 
has since welcomed the company in a big way, 
providing rehearsal facilities and part of its 
financing. The Paris show, Htbiki, was new; but 
for its Sadler's Wells vis it its first to London since 
1991, it brings a 1988 piece, Shijima. f¥bu may 
not find it illuminating to know that this trans- 
lates as “The Darkness Calms Down in Space".) 
Shijima has been described as a quasi-religious 


‘ In Western dance , people 
make a thing about being 
against gravity. My dance is 
in harmony with gravity ' 


ceremony, a slow requiem of gestures, the stage 
walled with white crumpled parchment on which 
are imprinted human silhouettes. Shijima , says 
Amagatsu, forms a diptych with another piece, 
Unetsu, which was performed when S ankai 
Juku was last in London. “ Shijima is quietness 
after Unetsu," he states. “We can say that if 
Unetsu is wet Shijima is dry." 

It is impossible U> know whether the inter- 
preter's laboured English is responsible for this 
brazen verbal minimalism or whether Ama- 
gatsu's thinking amply operates that way match- 
ing the oblique conceptualism of his stage work. 
But he has a twinkle in his eye. and is game to 
elaborate when pressed. Unetsu was billed in Lon- 
don as representing that part of life's journey 
between the womb and birth. Its decor included 
standing eggs, a swinging pendulum, water and 
sand. “The water," Amagatsu says, “symbolises 
the origin of life; the sand is the last thing that 
life goes towards”. Perhaps, then, Shijima is more 
about life’s last thing , the floor covered in a thick 
layer of sand, the dancers' robes caked with it, 
as if people are mobile extensions of the ground. 
I sense, though, that like many choreographers 
be doesn't like to delve into too many explanations 



of significance, preferring audiences to find 
their own reference points. 

What is Butoh for him? “Fbr me it is a dialogue 
with gravity." And? And? “In Wfestem dance, some 
people make a thing about being against gravity. 

But forme, ray dance is in harmony with gravity.” 

That strikes me as being in keeping with the 
Western Graham technique he has studied, as is 
the importance of breath he also mentions. He 
tries to explain the principle behind his empha- 
sis on slowness with a visual analogy, demon- 
strating with his hands the positioning of three 
far-apart dancers, the two outside ones revolving 
around the middle one like planets. “The one in 
the middle circles on the spot very slowty, but the 
other two have to travel very fast to make the 
same number of circles in the same time." This 
represents a metaphor for the opposition of body 
and consciousness: a dense physical centre that 
is almost static, but with thought processes that 
have the scope - and speed - of light. 

I struggle to grasp how this relates to a per- 
formance on stage. Have I understood correct- 
ly? That the dancer’s mind is liraitlessly active, 
concentrated on subtle, barely perceptible shifts 
of dynamic and texture. Either way, this internal 
approach is echoed in the company's daily class, 
based on his own method. “We don’t use mirrors, 
because I don't like the dancers to change their 
movement when they see themselves." He wants 
the movement to come from within. He repeats: 

“My way of doing is not speed or shape but the 
consciousness of the dancer" 

He says his company is all-male because it 
evolved out of his dishke of minors. “When I start- 
ed I held a one-year workshop for 30 dancers, male 
and female, but because I held my sessions with- 
out sound or mirrors, the women gave up." It is 
meant as a s miling answer, but it also strikes me 
as disingenuous, since much of his theatre de- 
pends on the absence of sexual difference. His 
performers are androgynous, sometimes dressed 
as men, sometimes as women; they are every- 
body, non-individuals, moving in unison. This ties 
in with his explanation that their shaved and 
whitened skin is not a shock tactic, but a way of 
simplifying them to their human essence. “I want 
to achieve a balance between difference and 
sameness,” be says. By which he means that 
although he is committed to a distinctively 
Japanese style of performance, he is equally pre- 
occupied with dance’s universality, its potential 
to be understood everywhere. 

Sadler's Wells. 18-22 January, 8pm 1 0171-278 8916 > Sankai Juku are androgynous, sometimes dressed as men, sometimes as women 
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His basic unit of pleasure was the sentence 


HOW BEST to celebrate the cente- 
nary of Jorge Luis Borges, one of the 
most gnomic and dazziingly para- 
doxical of short-story writers, be of 
the hermetically sealed worlds? 
Enter the hermetically sealed world 
of a British Library lecture theatre. 
^Tbe fights are strangely dim as we 
R wander in, carelessly boundng off 
each other like pinballs. I glance up 
at the lectern on the stage. A bullet- 
headed actor in a bartender’s black 
leather waistcoat, lean-shanked as 
any wild-eyed Patagonian horse- 
man, is staring at a hefty book and 


muttering inaudibly to himselt 
Music drifts down tinnily through the 
sound system. There is something 
of jaunty, late-19th-century Paris 
about it Then two or three people 
wander up on to the stage, a shortish 
man and an even shorter one; the 
first aD windblown haii; in a hot black 
jacket the second in an unfashion- 
able lounge suit This one has the 
look of Kingsley Amis about him. The 
slightly sour expression on his face 
suggests that he may be afflicted in 
some way - perhaps by the burden 
ofallthatistocome. 


READING 

CENTENARY OF 
JORGE LUIS BORGES 

BRITISH LIBRARY 
LONDON 

Martin Amis and Ian McEwan sit 
down in their seats and stare at each 
other. McEwan has plonked himself 
down like a comfortable sack of 
something or other. Amis perches 
on his chair as if he has a rod up his 
spine. A third man, in headphones 
that suit his looks, welcomes all 


those among us who are from Latin 
America: bienvenidos! Bien- 
venidos! Recovering his composure, 
he then invites us to listen to Jorge 
Luis Borges himself, speaking in 
1983. We tune in to a prolonged ser- 
ies of crackly hisses, followed 
immediately by a shorter sequence 
of hissy crackies. Some frafl, ecto- 
plasmic voice is trying to get 
through to us. One word in 12 is 
audible. Mercifully, it is an English 
word: Shakespeare? Shit scared? We 
are grateful, none the less, to have 
touted the hem of his garment 


Then Martin Amis is invited to say 
a few words about the great blind, 
Argentinian librarian. Amis stares 
down solemnly at his own hefty book 
- it is identical to the actor's ido they 
fornicate?) - and gives what seems 
to be a prepared speech on Borges’ 
merits, refexTing to his notes for those 
particularly dazzling and unscripted 
apeiyus over which he was toiling 

earlier in the day His delivery has not 
quite shrugged off that nasal Amer- 
ican drawl of the bent cop in Night 
Tram. “I wish to emphasise the ac- 
cessibility' of this great bookish, ar- 


cane genius," he says. “This man who 
dealt in agonising absolutes, this 
man of riotous, exorbitant imagina- 
tion." Then he makes a covert ref- 
erence to Borges’ difficulties with 
women, a difficulty which he shared 
with Franz Kafka (as that great 
scholartfibrarian Alan Bennett re- 
cently discovered); u HIs basic unit of 
pleasure was ... the sentence." 

Lights dim on Amis; lights rise on 
the gaucho at the lectern, who 
begins to read from a story called 
The Library of Babel 

It is all about a library that is as 



Amis: rigidly posed 

big as the world, and at least as 
paradoxical as the one to be found 
on the Euston Road 

Michael Glover 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Festivals 




•The best of the 
best, not just of 
mime, but the 
whole theatre- 
arts shooting 
match." 

SCOTSMAN 

“Camus meets 
the Keystone 
Cops -a love 
song to your 
soul." THE LIST 
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ENTERTAINMENT: CONCERTS, THEATRE 


Art Galleries 


ARTK3 


The London Contemporary 


See and buy works of art 
from over 1,000 leading 
artists at the biggest 
contemporary Art Fair 
in Britain 

ART99 Ticket Hotline 
Tel: 0121 767 4818- 

£7.50 - Advance Eooking Price 
£10 - On The Door Ticket Price 

The Business Design Centre 
52 Upper Street Islington 
London N1 OQH 



Publishers 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction , non-fiction, biography, 
religious, poetry, children. 
AUTHORS WORLDWIDE INVITED 
WRITE OR SEND YOUR 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brampton Rd, 
LONDON SW7 3DQ 


Music Services 


OFFICIAL: HIGH STREET PRICES 

FOR CDs ARE A ’RIP-OFF 1 


CO 



<U 


Even ordinary mail order 
prices of CDs don't give 
you the ultimate saving on 
CDs that WSL offers you. 

How you can buy your CDs at 
dealer's cost price plus a small 
handling charge. Only WSL - 
offering a mail order service for 
more than 40 years - can offer you 
such low cost listening. So why not 
see what savings you really can 
make by checking our prices? 

HHe. phono. faxore-maU 
today for tuB datalls 
- without obtigeOon. 


CD 


index 





WILSON STEREO LIBRARY LTD 

P. a BOX 12 ST. LKMAEDWW-SEA EAST SUSSEX TKUOUZ 

TEL 1 D 1424 ) 718264 KL ( 01424 ) 71 B 2 BZ 

E-MAIL: W1LSOB5TER£OU8RAW®COWUSERVE COU 1012 


Dining Out 


Concerts 


RAX: 0171 293 2505 


Concerts 


Ron E Carter And His Band 
Opening with V OODOO MAM A 
Cockpit Theatre Gatcforth Street 

FRIDAY 26th FEB 


"Already dubbed the nineties 
Hendrix for his protean 
inventiveness, the speed and 
ferocity of bis playing" 

CHRIS PARKER 

“a 90's Hendrix in action” 

THE GIG GLIDE 

rcertainly a versatile musician" 
EVENING STANDARD 

"a highly regarded guitarist" 
TIME OUT 


£5.50 Concessions £4.50 

Cockpit Theatre 
Gatel'urth Street Cent re 
(.ale fiirtl) Street 
l.uiiriun N't S SI II 

Box Office: 0171 258 292ft 


London WIN OS? 


V.'si’iSin Lyns .VSc 


0d#GMORE 

HALL 


Box GHice 
0171 S3 5 2141 


LONDON 

v.i-r-i! -i; r-j : TftiSt. S .*s Crr'!y 1,o.1CC$S32 m 







DMTTW BASHKIROV pUno London Ptanotorta Senes 

Uozart Afoyn In G minor K312: MenuaU in D K355; Presto m Q 
ninor KlOfltn Sct nd tortflJgC 9 flenflg. Bmhmm Sonata Naje 
FirtnorOpi El 5. £15. CIO. £8 

UCkBTvLuncd Lecture wnti Rob C o— n £10 (Inc torn lwc*i| 


LARS VOGT pano BBC RnSo 3 Lunchtime Conceit 

BMhovaiK 6 Bagatelles Op. 126. Sonata In F minor Op. 5 

inrmednryjg 

Balade No.4 *> B Op. 10 
E7 Senior CUtrem £5 Manors HatVBBC Haoto 3 



fou TB-oroa porno 

Choph: Pidun tn CsMip n*w 0046: 3 Noaunes Op.9: Battuto 
No2 m F Op 36: * Marios Qp.i4. Sdlarzo in C sharp minor 


OpJ^acPiakafesOp^B 
£20. £10. £ 16 . dO 


The vmm« Uenidin Sena* 


San Martino Restaurant 

1(13 Walt on StiTi I. (Ih I mm 

Tel: 017 1 5 8 9 3 8 33 
.-1 /,(/ Carte menu 
\ superb lunch nerved ttaii\ truin 
12 mum until 3;3Upiu 
Sat it lilac ami Sundae until 5:30 

£12.50 all inclusive 
Special Offer 

Saturday «£ Sunday Iuneii (.rilled 
Live lobster and salad 

£S.50 


Antiquea'Fme Art 


ANTIQUE DESKS 

Large stocks of old dnks. Oak, Mahogany, 
I ffnfant . Victorian, Edaawfan, Rolltop, Qfcrfn; 
Patter's, Dickens and Pedestal Desks, abo 
Dkiiog Tables in stock. 

DON SPENCEE ANTIQUE 




ji it ST. JOHN’S, SMITH SQUARE 

■nt V * Smith Square. London SWl Tel: 0171-222 1 CGI 
- Registered C'lSriiy Mcn-Fri 1 0am-$pm 
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MUSIC 


t 


Lyric Sheets 

Martin Newell 

Adult Orientated Rock continues its 
takeover of the nation’s airwaves. This 
morning, Melody Radio , London's 
easy-listening station becomes Magic 
105.4. Critics fear that the rebranded 
station may become another outlet for 
artists already served by Virgin, Heart 
FM and Capital 

Walrus Radio 



If all the jocks took fifty discs 
And played them in rotation 
Do you suppose, the Walrus said 
We’d have a radio station? 

“I think so,” said the Carpenter 
“With no imagination.” 

“But based on our assumption 
That the public have cloth ears 
If we play things like Simply Red 
Late Stones and Tears For Fears 
We may just get away with it 
For years and years and years.” 

The Walrus slipped a jingle in 
And played a recent hit 
Then followed up with “Baker St” 
To compensate for it 
He turned round to the Carpenter 
“See? Doesn't hurt a bit.” 

“A feast of eighties memories 
Which we happened to acquire 
A shovelful of chestnuts 
On your glowing log-look fire 
Ikea for the Iugholes 
Or a sonic remould tyre.” 

“That was Queen,” the Walrus 
parped 

In tfansatlantic voice, 

“For all you folk in listener-land 
Who simply have no choice 
Some car insurance rubbish now 
Then something from Rose Royce.” 

“And if there are objections,” 
Said the Carpenter “So what? 
They may not like the output 
But our sponsor does ... a lot 
It helps to shift the product 
Which is paying for his yacht” 


Remix your television set 

First there was the Portastudio, Then there was the home sampler. Now, t h ere s VJamm, a box o f 
tricks that allows you to mess with both sound and vision in your own bedsit. .. By Oliver Swanton 


N ot all disc jockeys are 
created equaL Sir 
Jimmy Savile and the 
early hip-hop maestro 
Grand Master Flash are 
completely different an- 
imals. The former played records; the lat- 
ter played with records - cutting, 
chopping and scratching them on twin 
turntables to produce new music from 
old vinyL In the right hands a record-play- 
er can be a musical instrument rather 
than a simple tooL 
Consider now the pop music video: its 
{unction is to provide visual expression 
for a song scribbled on the bad: of a beer 
mat The singer/ songwriter and the 
video producer/ director are separated 
not only by time, but also by work in dif- 
ferent media. Video jockeys (VJs), how- 
ever, treat audio and visual as one, 
cutting, chopping and scratching video 
samples together to produce new music 
and video from old footage. Hie song can- 
not pre-date the video because they are 
one and the same. Video music is a com- 
pletely different animal. 

Not everyone gets it. The MTV pro- 
ducer/ director James Hyman has show- 
cased much of the cutting-edge work on 
his show. Party Zone. The genre’s true 
significance is largely lost on his bosses 
• and most of the twentysomething, 
trainer-clad MTV staff. It’s no surprise. 
VJs like fast edits, and spinning, twirling, 
imploding computer graphic indents, too. 

‘“Umber**, a video music track pro- 
duced by the London DJ duo Coldcut, 
was shortlisted at last year’s Edinburgh 
Television and Film Festival in their top 
five music videos of the year. It did not 
star R Kelly. Oasis or Madonna, but 
buzzing chainsaws, chopping axes, 
felling trees and wailing Amazon Indians. 
Like “Timber". Coldcut s “Natural 
Rhythm" - starring croaking frogs, 
droning bees, hammering woodpeckers 
and splashing rain - was also put on 
heavy rotation on MTV. 

That the head of music programming 
is unaware of the potential of this relat- 
ively unexplored genre does not matter, 
reckons Hyman: “Somewhere out there, 
there’s a 1 5-vear- old kid who is. Some- 
one who’s excited enough to go out and 
do his own tracks. He's going to 
have a field day:" he says. 

To that end Coldcut is re- 
leasing a video-sequencing 
computer software program, 

VJamm. The program allows 
the user to download video 
samples and trigger, mix and 
scratch them at the push of a but- 
ton. So tomorrow’s top-flight 
VJs can preview the concept 
first A demo game version, 
pre-loaded with samples, is on 
the Internet and will be given 
away with Coldcut's remix LE> 

Let Us Replay. 

With the rallying cry 
“Don’t hate the media, be the 
media” Coldcut hope VJamm 
will inspire and empower 



Coldcut turn their new digital manipulation techniques on themselves, above; below, their animated alter egos 




others to pick up the gauntlet “The time 
is now and I declare the game open," an- 
nounces Coldcut’s Matt Black. As with 
add house. Black hopes that a new gen- 
eration of bedroom boffins will devour the 
work of American pioneers such as 
Ste inski, Mass Media- and Emergency 
Broadcast Network (ESN) and make the 
genre their own. taking it to another leveL 
“No one really invents this kind of shit," 
he considers: “it materialises out of the 
air and if you're awake, if you’re paying 
attention, you’re ready to play." 

The time is right reckons Black. And 
perhaps he should know. Inspired by the 
cut-and-pasters William Burroughs. 
Double D and Steinski and Grand Mas- 
ter Flash, Coldcut produced the UK’s 
first sample-built record in 1987. 
“Say Kids What Time Is It?" kicked 
the floodgates open for MARKS. 
Bomb The Bass. S- Express and 
the Beatmasters. providing 
sound-tracks for the first Sum- 
mer of Love. Dance music's 
mutating vice-like grip on British 
youth culture ever since is a mat- 
ter of historical record. 

Since the New York hip-hop pro- 
ducer Steinski made The Motor- 
cade Sped On - a scratch video 
using footage of the assassina- 
tion of John F Kennedy - in 
1984, computer technology has 
made the VJ’s job an easier one. 
The laborious job of splicing tape 
has gone. Push-button creativ- 
ity and digital manipulation are 


now an affordable reality for any mid- 
range PC owner - VJamm will cost £30. 

For more than 10 years Emergency- 
Broadcast Network hare produced video 
music in lieu of a video sampler Thacks 
such as “We Will Rock You", a homage 
to Queen with George Bush on vocals 
and exploding hydrogen bombs on 
drums, hare influenced dued-up people 
world-wide: in 1992 U2 invited EBN to 
join them on the Zooropa tour as Zoo TV. 


Coldcut's motto? 

1 Don r t hate the media, 
be the media’ 


and remix their Numb video. Like Cold- 
cut. EBN haven’t waited for industry to 
market a video sampler: but hare devised 
their own. The video-sequencing com- 
puter program, written by EBX Design, 
was inspired by EBN: “We’ve been cre- 
ating EBN video material for years now 
in imitation of a video sampler - work- 
ing as if we had one. Now we do. That 
enables us to play audio video from a 
piano or computer keyboard, allowing us 
to compose video just like music." 

Any aspiring VJ planning to follow in 
EBETs footsteps should, however be 
aware of some stumbling-blocks. Despite 
Eighties optimism, pop videos are. at 
best, a marketing tool - at worst a tax 
write-off VHS is a cumbersome, out- 
dated format on which the public do not 


want to own music With the dvd revo- 
lution some years off the VJ will have to 
break fresh ground on new formats 
such as CD-Rom. or via the Internet In 
the past EBN have resorted to practically 
giving away their videos on CD-Rom. to- 
gether with their audio LPs. 

The VJ works in a legal minefield, one 
that makes the music industry furore 
oversampling' copying stealing lock like 
a teddy bears’ picnic International con- 
glomerates. politicians and. especially, 
celebrities will send their lawyers to the 
ends of the earth to protect their image 
EBN claim that their work is a parody 
and therefore protected under the Amer- 
ican Constitution. Although they’ve side- 
stepped many lawsuits it may only be a 
matter of time: fellow Americans Neg- 
ativefend recently lost a big case 
against Cassey Cassem. With . “ 

few or no rights under existing : -I 
UK law. budding British VJs < 
will bare to be content with 
browsing the shelves of Con- 
noisseur \1deo in search of 
footage out of copyright 

Then, as if life weren’t hard 
enough, at present the vast 
majority of the general public 
don't get it Two years ago, when 
Coldcut first took live video music 
on tour fans avidly watched 
them, heads bowed over lap- v 
tops, rather than the 30-ft ”* 
video screens. It wasn’t until 
Coldcut erred at a gig in 
IbuJouse, bringing the show to a 



stuttering halt, that the audience cot- 
toned on - watching them desperately 

trymg to restart the show they finally re- 
alised that Coldcut were cutting, chop- 
ping and scratching video and music 
simultaneously. Coldcut now deliber- 
ately err during every gig. 

Despite its history within dub culture 
one avenue of exploration for aspiring' VJs 
is the art world. In Sweden Lucky Peo- 
ple Centre are aedaimed video artists and 
receive public funding from the Swedish 
Film Institute. Closer to home, VJs may 
be surprised by the warm reception they 
receive. During an interview for Channel 
4’s Equinox documentary. Rone New 
World, Matt Black was shooting his 
mouth about video music, demanding it 
be recognised as a valid and impor- 
tant form of modem art After- 
wards Coldcut were approached by 
the Glasgow Gallery of Modem 
Art to do an exhibitioa Not to be 
found wanting they devised an 
interactive VJ installation, The 
Generator. It was not only criti- 
cally acclaimed, but was one of 
the gallery’s most popular ex- 
hibits, played with by, among oth- 
ers, the Queen. 

A demo version ofVJamm is on- 
line at www.ntrdatune.net The 
j^pragramiviUbe atimuw.mn- 
jatunenetfrom 26 Jan. Coldcut’s 
remix LP ‘Let Us Replay’, with 
a demo version qp/Jamm. is re- 
leased on Ninja Tune on l Fib • ■ 


Auto-destruction - anyway, anyhow, anywhere 


“I FEEL as if I’m just a footnote 
tonight,” was how Pete Townshend 
put it when he took to the floor to 
close an evening of music to mark 
the end of an exhibition by his 
mentor; Gustav Metzger, a concep- 
tual artist best known for bis auto- 
destructive art and for doing addic 
light shows for The Who, Cream and 
others in the Sixties. As footnotes go, 
it was a splendid treat for the 80 
members of the public who snatched 
up tickets on the basis of first come. 


Live 

THE EGG AND 
PETE TOWNSHEND 

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 
OXFORD 

first served. In a spacious room lit 
by Metzger’s vivid liquid-crystal 
projections. The Who’s guitarist 
pulled a surprise by performing a 
short set heavy on classics, opening 
with a lengthy treatment of “Won’t 


Get Fooled Again”, and including 
stirring takes on “Substitute". 
“Anyway Anyhow Anywhere" and 
"Drowned". 

As Townshend proved at two 
recent gigs in London at the end of 
last year, he has redeveloped a love 
of playing live, and the set was 
punctuated with gushing anecdotes 
about Metzger and the preceding 
acts, particularly Alison David. 
Playing with three backing mus- 
icians. the singer with the crossover 


dance crew Red Snapper embarked 
on a classic showcase setto reveal 
an extraordinary voice. She’s par- 
ticularly skin-pricking when accom- 
panied just by guitar: but also proved 
worthy on upbeat numbers em- 
bracing blues, R&B, jazz and gospel. 

Townshend promised the crowd 
that she’d be singing with him in the 
near future, and another name that 
will surely crop up again is the un- 
signed guitar-playing south Lon- 
doner Hacker, a singer/ songwriter 


who does not wallow in self-pity. 
While Alison David has the voice, he 
has the songs: material such as the 
upbeat “Deviation”, which marks 
this regular on the capital’s acoustic 
circuit as a little English so ulma te 
for Elliott Smith, no less. 

The main band of the evening 
were Oxford’s The Egg, who are 
known for playing a continuous live 
dance set Their sound-check per- 
turbed the 73-year-old Metzger, who 
thought they might be too loud and 


take away from his projections, 
which he had planned to be suitable 
for meditation as well as a backdrop 
to the lire music. The Egg’s opening 
numbers cut a fine and funk/ 
atmospheric feel with the audience 
continuing to stretch out on the 
gallery floor When the band dropped 
in their current single, “Getting 
Away With It”, an addictive slab of 
pop reminiscent of the Pet Shop 
Boys without the kitsch, the floor 
filled with dancers. It stayed that way 


as they moved towards a closing 
housey brace of tunes, “Bends’* and 
“Ambassador”. With their 16mm 
projections they achieved a superb 
interface of visual and audio, even 
though Townshend joked that it 
was antiquated technology com- 
pared to what he and Metzger were 
doing in 1966. That was just a not her 
footnote in an unconventional night 
that was nonetheless an early 
contender for gig of the yean 

TIM PERRY 
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Riffs 

The First and Last Records Bought By Lonnie Donegan 


First Record 

Josh White: The House of 
the Rising Sun’ 

IT IS simpler than The 
Animals' covet; very 
straightforward and 
emotional. If s a song 
telling of a real experience 
Josh had; about a brothel in 
New Orleans. I prefer 
Josh's version. Always the 
original the creative. 

This was the first 
American folk song I heard 
and the experience kicked 
off my career; starting me 
singing American blues and 
folk. I believe that Josh 
White started the British 
rock scene. 

After all most rock 
bands came from copying ‘ 
me and the skiffle genre. 

So, in feet, all this came 
from Josh White. 



He had a hit record with 
“One Meat Ban", a bizarre 
ditty that wasn't his normal 
material at alL It was weird 
for a blues singer to be in 
the charts. No one had 
heard of American folk 
singers; hardly anyone had 
seen a black man and you 
wouldn’t see a guitar on 
stage in England - or if you 
did you automatically 
thought it was music from 
Spain. 


Last record 

Shana Morrison.* ‘Shana 
Morrison’ 

1 LIVE in Lake Tahoe, 
California, and when my 
wife and my three boys 
went there in August to 
renew our marriage vows 
(all very emotional and 
soppy), my son noticed'in 
the local paper a concert 
featuring a young lady 
called Shana Morrison. She 
turned out to be. as I 
suspected, the daughter of 
Van Morrison Hater Van 
told me she doesn't want to 
hang on to Dad's coat-tails). 
We went to this concert at 
the top of a ski lift on a 
i,00d-ft mountain and it was 
a fabulous performance by 
this beautifiiL fairy-like 
creature. In the interval I 
rushed up and bought the 


album, and we are now 
hoping to work together on 
a live tour. 

She has a group and 
writes her own material; 
it’s semi-poetic, very like 
her dad, but veering more 
towards American country. 
Van veers to British rock. 
Visually she is gorgeous - 
nothing like her father, she 
dances and has great stage 
presence. She is what the 
trade needs - a natural I 
would like to do a concert 
with all three of us - Van 
Morrison, Lonnie Donegan 
and Shana Morrison. Weil, 
you have to dream. 

Interview by 
JENNIFER HODGER 

Lonnie Donegan's new 
album, 'Muleskinner 
Blues', is on Capo/ RCA 
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This Week's Album Releases 

REVIEWED BY ANDY GILL 






The black Crowes 

By Your Side 

Columbia 


THE BEST rock music, from the Stones to 
The Ramones, has often been made by 
smart guys acting dumb. So, too, with the 
Black Crowes, who on By Your Side have 
elected to abandon the flfadvised psyche- 
delic pretensions of Three Snakes And 
One Charm in favour of gloriously dumb, 
riff-strewn R&B, their natural mode. Let’s 
face it choruses don't get much dumber 
than that of “Heavy', which finds Chris 
Robinson all but lost for words to convey 
his affection, settling for the questionable 
t y compliment, “I just want you to stay/ 
W You’re so heavy”. 

Personnel changes - a new bassist and 
the loss of a second guitarist - have left 
the Crowes’ sound tighter and more foc- 
used; the immediate impact, on “Go 
Paster”, is of streamlined, kick-ass 


rock’n’roll, the likes of which the Stones 
long since forgot how to capture. There's 
also more room for Eddie Harsch’s key- 
boards to interact with Rich Robinson's 
guitar on Southern soul-styled songs like 
“Diamond Ring" and “By Your Side". 

There are signs of a change in the 
band’s freewheeling attitude, too, with the 
anti-drug song “HorseHead" and “Go 
Faster” itself suggesting a cleaner; lean- 
er Crowes than before. It's not com- 
pletely cleareyed sobriety in the Crowes 
camp, though, judging by the party- time 
sentiment of die rollicking “Ufelcorne Tb 
The Good tunes", where the Dirty Dozen 
Brass Band adds a little New Orleans 
spice to the pot. The overall result is the 
band's best record since Amorica, and 
maybe further back than that 



COLIN REID 

Colin Reid 

vtesk 

WHEN NO less an authority than Bert 
Janscfa ripiiTig that a guitarist reminds 
him of “myself and John Renboum 
fused together", we had better sit up and 
take notice. He’s not wrong, either, on 
the strength of this debut album, 
Belfast’s Colin Reid is a name to add to 
the illustrious tradition of British and 
Irish fingerstyle players that includes 
Davy Graham and Dick Gaughan along- 
side the former Pentanglists. 

His ability is simply outstanding, 
whether he’s letting casual shafts of bar 
monies shine through a tune like “Clear 
Blue Light", or tackling the knuckle- 
knotting technical demands of a piece 
like Marcel Dadi’s “Bluefinger" with a 
playful whimsicality that betrays hours 
of dedicated practice. 

Reid’s own material, by comparison, 
runs the gamut from expansive displays 
of technique, such as the aptly-titled 
“Frantic”, to more moody and reflective 
pieces like “Casting Sbadows” and 
“Table Fbr One", though all possess the 
immediate familiar ity of standards. 
Both as performer and composer, he is 
a huge talent 



ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK 

The Dance Album 

The Hit Label 

AFTER BIG beat, here’s Butlin Beat: the 
terrifying sound of enforced communal 
jollify, pounded out without a smidgeon 
of shame by ruthless music-industry 
chancers convinced that they can do for 
Engelbert what Trevor Horn (almost) did 
for Tbm Jones. The producers Chris Cox, 
Barry Harris & Jeff Johnson are the 
Frankensieins delivering a massive jolt 
of electricity to the crooner’s all-but- 
lifeless hits, a task they pursue with a 
glee more akin to the Doctor's troll-like 
assistant, Igor. 

Songs such as “The Last Waltz" and 
“A Man Without Love" are taken at a fur- 
ious mechanical gallop that renders 
them rather more suggestive of Engel- 
bert having a right old knees-up than 
drowning in his own lonefy tears, as the 
lyrics claim. The monster Humperdinck, 
once roused, performs with commend- 
able restraint, but there's really no sal- 
vaging a reputation once it has bent the 
knee to such excesses erf camp. And after 
the way Cox, Harris & Johnson have sub- 
jected his hits to cheesy disco-synth riffs 
that even Daft Punk might consider too 
obvious, that’s all he deserves. 



TQ 

They Never Saw Me Coming 

Epic 

YOU DON'T expect to deal with rocket 
scientists in hip-hop, but even so, there 
are some moments of breathtaking 
stupidity on this ddbut album Grom TQ, 
aka Terence Quaites. 

TQ’s thing is to blend the smooth, 
porno-soul style of modern R&B with the 
mind-set of rap - not necessarily a stupid 
aim in itself but it’s one that offers the 
young anger enough beartrap-sized pit- 
falls to plunge into. I'm sure, for instance, 
that the young lady fatalfy caught in drive- 
by crossfire in the supposedly true story 
“Bye Bye Baby" would consider the en- 
suing grisly revenge tale “The Come- 
back" to be a lovely, touching tribute to 
her memory. And the familiar request to 
wave your guns in the air is delivered with 
a queasy sensuality that suggests TQ’s 
relationship with his rod is somewhat 
closer than might be expected. 

The end result is simply to bring the 
style and sound of erotic soul to 
criminality, making cold, contemptible 
business the apparent object of deep 
emotion. Which, from an ethical stand- 
point, rather puts David Cronenberg’s 
Crash in its place. 


SOMETIMES THERE’S nothing 
more invigorating than a dose of 
adolescent attitude, and the US 
underground act Pulley were 
brimming with it They urged 
their fans to steal their new 
single to avoid getting ripped off 
and hardly batted an eyelid 
when a gaggle of crowd-surfers 
invaded the stage, leaving a trail 
of trampled mike s tands and 
cymbals in their wake. 

Their set consisted of 
turbulent three-minute tracks 
littered with power-punk chords, 
fierce vocals and ftnious 


I’m Sure 1 Saw Them on a Poster... 

A REGULAR ROUND-UP OF BANDS YOU WON’T HAVE SEEN ON ‘TOP OF THE POPS’ 


drumming that echoed the 
ramraid hardcore of Biohazard, 
Downset and Dog Eat Dog. And 
despite the thin crowd, they 
appeared to be having the time 
of their lives as they giggled 
among themselves on stage and 
mercilessly ribbed the Identikit 
skateboarders at the front 
Pulley’s real strength lay in 
their exceedingly charismatic 
singer He had dearly taken a 
leaf out of Henry Rollins’s book: 
standing with his legs apart and 
his broad torso bent double so 
that his chin stroked the ground 


PULLEY 

GARAGE. LONDON 

• + 

MIKA BOMB 

BARFLY. LONDON 

♦ 

BELLATRIX 

BARFLY. LONDON 

while he sang. And, in the vein 
of Rollins’s inclement humour 
he launched a tirade against the 


simpering groupies that had his 
fans gaping in d umb admiration 
and begging fbr more. 

The all-girl Japanese outfit 
Mika Bomb managed to stun the 
audience into silence. They 
came across like a bunch of 
teenagers playing rock-star 
pranks at a girlie sleep-over 
listening to a girl with the voice 
of an eight-year-old singing 
about her underwear proved a 
deeply uncomfortable 
experience and sent most of the 
men in the audience scurrying 
to the bar in shame. 


Judging by the turnout the 
Icelandic five-piece Bella trix are 
destined fbr great things. They 
embody all the components of a 
successful Nineties band, with 
tracks scrupulously designed to 
slot into every genre, from folk 
and psychedelia to retro-kitsch 
and house. They advocate 
rough -edged, post-Britpop 
fretwork, fleshing it out with 
plinky-plonky keyboards, bouse 
rhythms and spooky violins. 
What rescued them from the 
brink of corporate blandness 
was their kooky bottle-blonde 


singer whose vocals could rival 
Polly Harvey’s in force and 
versatility. The fact that she is 
trained as an opera singer 
accounted for her impressive 
lung capacity, though her 
melodramatic poses and quirky 
dancing suggested a stint at 
drama school as welL A clutch of 
strong melodies and an alluring 
vocalist may well secure staying 
power for Bella trix. But real 
musical credibility? Not until 
they have the confidence to 
create a more distinctive sound. 

FIONA STURGES 


SLEEVE 

NOTES 


WILL THE Spice Girls continue to 
rule the airwaves? Only bn divided 
form, it would seem... The quasi- 
chanteuse Mel B is preparing for a 
solo album, with Mary J Bilge and 
the Artist (formerly known as blah 
blah blah) rumoured to be on the 
recording docket Ashley Newton, 
president of Virgin Records, could 
not confirm any collaborations, but 
said that everyone who had been 
approached had replied with a 
resounding “yes". 

* 

DISTRIBUTION VIA cyberspace is 
the preferred choice of the rappers 
Public Enemy. The group, long- 
standing supporters of Web 
distribution, have split from Def Jam 
and announced that they will release 
their next album on the Internet 
The Public Enemy website is using 
the successor to the MP3 digital 
delivery format MP4, and includes 
Chuck D comparing the music 
industry’s Secure Digital Music 
Initiative with slavery. 

4 

NOT THAT the Internet will long be 
an idyllic place. Starting this month, 
“street teams" will be blasting off 
into cyberspace. In other words, 
Loud Records’ marketing people 
wifi be breaking into chat rooms and 
websites and promoting their 
artists. “Now [we] can bomb the 
Internet” said Raody Weiner, Loud 
Records' executive producer for new 
media. Street teams have helped 
turn Loud artists such as the Wu- 
Tang Clan and Big Punisher into 
some of hip hop's biggest stars. 

1 

AS IN film, so in music. Not The 
music label DreamWorks, a spin-off 
from the Spielberg company, is fast 
getting a reputation as the label that 
encourages creative spark over 
commercial success, with its label 
poster artists such as Elliott Smith 
and the Eels topping best-of lists 
without any sales-related headlines. 

♦ 

THE LONDON dance station Kiss 
100FM is rumoured to be following 
the loss of 18 employees, including 
its best-known presenter, Steve 
Jackson, with changes to its 
specialist slant Will it go the same 
way as Xfrn? No. says Simon Sadler, 
head of music, who is eager to 
counter claims of a move to make 
Kiss pop-oriented. The changes 
have seen classics reintroduced, 
underground dance music removed 
and more computer-selected music 
in late night/ early morning slots. 

JENNIFER RODGER 


The icicle thieves 


Mercury Rev made the rock album of 1998. But somehow the gloiy that was 
deserter's Songs did not translate to the Newcastle stage. By Andrew Mueller 





The Revs: perhaps it’s time they resigned themselves to the life of the studio 



MERCURY REV’S reappear- 
ance was one of the more 
pleasant surprises of 1998. 
That it came accompanied by 
one of the year’s best albums 
was a bonus. For those of us 

who remember witnessing the 
chaos that was a Mercury Rev 

performance circa 1991, the 
arrival of last year's subtle, 
accomplished Deserter’s 
Songs was scarce^ less start- 
ling than the discovery of a tost 
battalion of Marines still dog- 

f jfy mfljwtainTng a garrison 

IwoJima. 

Deserter's Songs has been 
aedaimed in maqy quarters as 
the aih»m of 1998. It's a dis- 
tinction it deserves, even if, 
given the current global rock 
recession it is an accolade 
equivalent to being named 
Mauritanian Tobogganer of 
the Year. Injhctithasan aura 


of genuine greatness about it 
managing to sound something 
Hoe several other great Arnett 
ican rock bands - the Beach 
Boys and the Band in partic- 
ular - but mostfy like nothing 
youVe ever heard. 

It’s also an album that 
sounds as if it’s going to lose 
something in the translation 
when played live, and at New- 
castle Riverside the group 
managed only to confirm this 
impr ession. The album is dis- 
tinguished by an essential 
fragflify as if it is bang phoned 
in from the snow-bound tent of 
some lost Arctic explorer Its 
hard to imagin e how it could 
possibly be replicated in a 
crowded beer hall, but what 
Mercury Rev do elearfy isn’t 

the way to go about it 

The Mercury Rev of old 
didn’t care less about the re- 


lationship of their live show to 
their recorded work. The band 
back then were a volatile mix 
of personalities who agreed mi 
nothing at all, least of all on 
when their songs should end. 
Much like chucking several 
unpredictable chemicals into 
a test-tube and shaking, the re- 
sults, while often disastrous, 
were always spectacular 
These days, only two of 
Mercury Rev in fact tour -the 
guitarists Jonathon Donahue 
and Sean “Grasshopper* 
Mackowaik While their band- 
mates stay at home in up- 
state New York, their places 
are taken by friends. Donahue 
and Mackowaik have both said 
that things generally have 

been more stable since the de- 
parture of the original lead 
singer and noted eccentric 
David Bakes and they're right 


but things, at least on stage, 
are a good deal less interest- 
ing Swigs such. as “Holes" and 
“Tonite It Shows", which are 
both as fragile and beautifol as 
kidcs an foe record, sound tike 
grim low-fi ordinaire, impos- 
abte to teU apart from the bale- 
ful indie dishwater that is 
served 19 by any number of 
lesser rock groups. 

It’s great to have Mercury 
Rev back, especially on foe sort 
of form they display on the 
album But at their showing in 
Newcastle, they could do a lot 
worse than resign themselves 
to being a studio concern only. 
On stage. Mercury Rev didn’t 
accomplish anything. On 
record, they sound as though 
they are out there somewhere 
past rock’n’roll and as if noth- 
ing is beyond them. 

On tour to 21 Jan 
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Bach by the numbers 

v/ ■ a h tv ? 

Rosalyn Tureck deconstructs the composer’s work with mathematical precision. How else to reveal the passion an - 


SIGHT 

READINGS 



MICHAEL 

CHURCH 

REVERED BY Mozart, Beethoven, 
and Chopin; hailed by Schoenberg 
as the first 12-tone composer; 
embroidered by jazzmen, and played 
on every instrument under the sun 
- surely Bach needs no defence 
today? Oh yes he does, replies 
Rosalyn Tureck: he's trivial! sed 
and traduced as never before. Tb 
reinforce the point, she presses into 
my hand An Introduction to the 
Performance of Bach (book one of 
three i , then follows it with a daunt- 
ing clutch of essays by mathemat- 
icians. biologists and musicologists 
■ Journal of the Tureck Bach Re- 
search Foundation ) which include 
a rumination of her own entitled 
"Musical Authenticity: Is It a Legiti- 
mate Offspring of Janus?'* Your 
starter for 10. 

There are people who regard 
this doughty octogenarian as a 
pedant, but nobody writes her off as 
a crank. Two reasons to take her se- 
riously have just hit the record 
shops: a CD of Bach’s monumental 
Goldberg Variations (Deutsche 
Grammophom , and a CD of his 
Partitas (Philips Great Pianists of 
the 20th Century). Fbr this Chicago- 
born Russian of Turkish extraction 
is not only a great pianist but an as- 
tonishingly consistent one: while 
the variations were recorded last 
year, the Partitas were laid down in 
the Fifties, and both are charac- 
terised by the same marmoreal 
clarity. You’d almost say they 
emerged from the same session. 

In one of her essays, she likens a 
musical score to a flower, with analy- 
sis being the process of its svstem- 
itic dismemberment, “in order to 
earn what makes up the full-blown 
lower as an entity”. She quotes with 
ipproval Debussy’s definition of 
nusic as “the arithmetic of sounds’*. 
This, she says, is the stark, demys- 
ified reality of creative art. For 70 
■vars she has been fixated on Bach, 
vho belonged to a society promoting 
nusic as “sounding mathematics’*. 

The trigger for this fixation was 
\ sudden, blinding insight “A week 
lefore my 17th birthday I was play- 
ng a particularly dense and com- 
ilicated fugue, and I went into a 



‘.All good scientists are artists, and vice versa,' says Rosalyn Tureck. ‘They breathe the same oxygen’ John Lawrence 


trance. How long it lasted. I don’t 
know, but when I came to. I knew I*d 
seen both the multi-levelled struc- 
ture of the concept and the tech- 
nique required to fulfil it Late Alice, 
I’d gone through a small door into 
an infinite green universe, and I 
wanted to stay in that universe for 
ever.” She has done just that 
The new technique was both 
simple and exceptionally difficult de- 
manding that the player abandon the 
notion of right hand/ left hand op- 
position - melody versus harmony 
- on which classical music is largely 
based Bach was thus put in line with 


Boulez and the serialists, and an 
entire performing tradition was 
overturned “At first I was as dumsy 
as a baby," says Tureck. “It took me 
three days to do four lines. But as 
my fingers absorbed my vision, it 
gradually got faster. Each finger had 
to be absolutely independent to 
bring out all the parts evenly, with- 
out a trace of muddmess-” Bach, she 
believes, should not be thought of in 
linear terms: the connections are 
vertical and diagonal not merely 
horizontal. “There’s a density in 
him, where everything is simultan- 
eous." If you listen at random to 


either of the new recordings, you will 
instantly get the point 

You’D also notice another striking 
difference from other recordings of 
this music: very little pedaL and 57 
varieties of staccato. Fen as Tureck 
herself observes: “There’s only one 
kind of legato: if the notes are con- 
nected, they’re connected. But if 
they're staccato - if the notes are de- 
tached - the possible nuances are 
endless. Sometimes my fingers are 
playing with four different detached 
touches at once.” 

Which brings us to her most cel- 
ebrated imitator, the egregious 


Glenn Gould. Ttireck’s records, 
wrote Gould, reflected “playing of 
such uprightness, to put it in the 
moral sphere. There was such a 
sense of repose that had nothing to 
do with languor, but rather with 
moral rectitude in the liturgical 
sense.” When I ask whether she w31 
now return the compliment, she hes- 
itates - “That’s a pointed ques- 
tion!" -and then delivers a pot-down 
so graceless that I'm giad Gould 
didn't live to hear it "He picked up 
the principle, but he didn’t under- 
stand it I don’t just do it for variety, 
to keep the ear enthralled” -this said 


with lip-curling contempt “He was ■ 
talented and eleven but his idiosyn- 
crasies were the result of a desper- 
ate desire to be noticed. I can’t 
approve." Then she adds a coup de 
grace. “Idiosyncratic playing has 
nothing to do with art” 

It's always a mistake to ask one 
sacred monster to appre ciate the ec- 
centric virtues of another, Gould's 
glorious intensity inhabits a different 
planet So what other pianists does 
she like? A pause, a sigh; hers is, I 
realise, a very big ego. Should all as- 
piring pianists read her treatises, 
and apply them to every piece of 


Bach? “Of course- If they’re serious." 
But its fantastically laborious - “So. 

Who said art was anything^ 
Everyone today says rajoy. Enjoy 
means don’t work, don t feel too 
deeply, don’t think too hard, don’t 
take any responsibility. Is thathow 
you’re going to spend your life? I 
retreat to the back of the class 
But I sense, an the same, that 
she's a good teacher; and not just 

because of her declared relu ctance 

to develop an array of little Tur«±s. 

It may sound finicky to devote three 
decades to the study of ornament- 
ation perse, but her records reveal 
the structural strengths that lie m 
Bach’s trills and appoggiaturas, 
when these are properly handled. 
Fbr example, the Goldberg Vbrin- 

tfons, she says, are “a monument to 

one of the greatest minds that ever 
lived with aflite passion and beauty 
and humour”. 

Her Oxford home is stuffed with 
tapestries, paintings, and exotic in- 
struments, but great minds are her 

preferred milieu. She was a teenage 
groupie of electronic-music pioneer 
Leon Theremin; Bertrand Russell 
•fenifth Berlin, and atom-bomb in- 
ventor Robert Oppenheimer were 
among her friends; the scientists 
who share her symposia are lead- 
ers in their fields. “All good scien- 
tists are artists, and vice versa,” she 

says as a parting shot. “They 
breathe the same oxygen.” 


MICHEL PETRUCCIANI lives! %S, 
he may have died last week, aged 
36, but this week sees the release 
of his latest CD, which reinforces his 
already solid status as a jazz im- 
mortal Petruccioni Solo Live 
(FDM 36597-8) bears the fruits of a 
wfld session in Frankfurt and has 
all the hallmarks - large struc- 
tures, high fancy. sinewy strength - 
with which his fans will be familiar; 
one marvels yet again that so 
dimin utive a pianist should be able 
to create so biga sound FbrPetruc- 

riam, who suffered (atrociously and 

heroically) from glass bone disease 
and had to use special stirrups to 
operate the pedals, was just 3ft 
tad and too disabled to walk 
Everything about him was extra- 
ordinary, and so was my encounter 
with him at a London hotel Fbr 20 
minutes he held forth on his friends, 
heroes and family propping himself 
up between a low table and a chair. 
Then a fire alarm went off, fol- 
lowed by an order to evacuate. 
“OK, let’s get the fuck out of here!” 
he shouted We were on the 11th 
floor, and were told that lifts were 
out of bounds and that we’d have to 
walk. He refused all offers of help, 
choosing to lower himself painfully 
step by step all the way to the 
ground Then, in great good humour; 
he carried on where he’d left off 


■N 


The Compact 
Collection 

Rob Cowan on the Week’s new CD Releases 


GIVEN THE right exposure, 

Anne Sofie von Otter's Lamenti 
could rocket through the charts 
the way Gbrecki Three did six 
years ago. The delicious 
contrast between von Otter's 
sensually alluring mezzo and the 
spiky sonorities of the period- 
instrument Musica Antique Kdln 
creates an almost tangible 
frisson, especially in 
Monteverdi's two languorous 
laments (the longest being the 
one that Ariadne sings for 
Theseus). Reinhard Goebel 
spices the vocal mix with a 
delightful “Correa te Nona" by 
Legrenzl while Pictinini’s 
Chaconne (a lute solo) precedes 
the closing item, Purcell’s gentry 
spiralling “Oh solitude!” Goebel 
brings his usual pungency and 
rhythmic verve to Vivaldi’s 
cantata “Cessate, omai cessate" 
and the programme also 
includes an attractive but little- 
known “Lament for the Queen of 
England" by Antonio Bertali. 

Anyone who enjoys an in- 
store encounter with this 
marvellous CD is unlikely to 
leave without purchasing a copy. 

Rarer even than Bertali’s 
“Lament” is the 23-minute “The 
Birth of Venus” by Gabriel 
Faurg, lyrical music with a 
mystical aspect and some 
quietly virtuosic piano writing, 
presented under the direction of 
Bernard Tetu in its original 
version for soloists and mixed 
chorus. EMI’s World Premiere 
recording shares a generous 
programme with some of 
Fhure’s best-loved songs, 
including “Apres un r6ve", “Au 
Cimetiere” and “Les Benceaux”, 
as well as the popular Pavane 
(in a version for mixed chorus 
and piano) and a reconstruction 
of the original score - where 
mixed voices are supported by 
irgan and string quintet - of the 
Cantique de Jean Racine. 


Fame’s youthful music melds 
the influences of Mendelssohn 
and Schumann, though the 
spring-like aroma of his best 
scores remains inimitab le Tetu 
employs a skilful team of 
relative unknowns, plus his own 
Soiistes de Lyon - Bernard Tetu 
and the pianist Jean-Claude 
Pennetier. An enchanting 
programme, sympathetically 
realised in spacious sound. 

Both discs have a calming 
power, unlike Olli Mustonen’s 
challenging sequence of ancient 
and modern preludes and 
fugues. At first glance, I thought 
that Bach and Shostakovich 
might ^hare strictly alternating 
tracks; but no, Mustonen 
cleverly juxtaposes longer 
sequences, first by one 
composer; then by the other. 
Mustonen is a genuine original: 
he darts, hops, dances and races 
across the keys with a digital 
dexterity that recalls Glenn 
Gould. His provocative playing 
style is matched by a rare 
intelligence, something you 
sense from the way he varies 
the silences between sequences 
- sewing a Shostakovich prelude 
to the tail of a' Bach fugue, or 
letting things rest for a while 
longer than usual 

If you do not already know 
Shostakovich’s astonishingly 
varied Preludes and Fugues, 
then this should serve as an 
ideal introduction. Mustonen 
takes 12 preludes and fugues 
from Book I of Bach’s The WsB - 
tempered Clavier and mixes 
them among 12 out of 24 by 
Shostakovich. RCA’s bright 
sound-frame fits the playing like 
a well-tailored glove. 

LamentU von Otter 
Archiv Production 457 617-2 
Four el Tetu: EMI CDC5 56728 2 
Bach, Shostakovich/ Mustonen: 
RCA 74321 61446 2 (two CDs) 


A shimmering celestial vision for cello 


THE INDEFATIGABLE Rostropovich 
attracted a huge crowd to the 
Barbican on Wednesday. Another 
sold-out concert for the London 
Symphony Orchestra which, for 
some time, has been on a winning 
streak. Who says the audience for 
classical music is dying out? But it 
is the judicious mix that guarantees 
the crowd -a configuration of clas- 
sical music, a great soloist and 
something 

That has been the strength of 
LSO programming. Rostropovich 
has done more to change the face 
of cello repertoire this century than 
any other cellist (Casals’s record in 

Pn mmigBi oniwg prrt-ty dismal an d 

Emanuel Ffeuermann’s virtually 
non-existent). Rostropovich's goal 


is to commission 100 concertos. In 
his early days, the greatest com- 
posers of the time - Shostakovich, 
Britten - wrote for him. Now, com- 
posers of his own age and a younger 
generation, scurry to write for him. 
But is there a hint of megalomania 
to this commissioning urge? How 
often do we hear repeat perform- 
ances of more than a handful of 
works from this vast treasure trove 
that has come into being in just the 
past 20 years? 

Clearly, the trawl of living talent 
is uneven, but it was something of 
an ear-opener to hear Wednesday's 
catch. Alongside two “classical” 
(albeit fbr their times “neo-classi- 
cal") concertos by Saint-Safins (his 
A minor) and Tchaikovsky (his 


Classical 

ROSTROPOVICH/LSO 

BARBICAN. LONDON 

“Rococo" Variations), The Canticle 
of the Sun by Sofia Gubaidulina re- 
ceived its UK premiere. It’s a long 
work - 45 minutes - and in its slow 
pacing it felt even longer But the 
score is intriguing, not least in its 
successful bid to allow the soloist to 
be heard through the crowd. 

Gubaidulina has written exten- 
sively for cello and is supremely ex- 
perienced in dealing with this issue, 
but surely this scoring must be her 
most original: two percussionists 
playing a vast array of instruments 
from wine glasses to tubular bells 


via timpani marimbapbone, vibra- 
phone, glockenspiel plate bells, 
antique cymbals and large tam- 
tam, plus celeste and a chamber 
choir comprising a half dozen so- 
pranos, altos, tenors and basses. 
The mix is magical and extremely 
canny. Upward glissandl tremolo 
harmonies, wide leaping intervals, 
characterise the solo part as an in- 
sistent semitonal movement char- 
acterises much of the vocal line. 

Many of Gubaidulina ”s works 
carry an extra musical dimension, 
frequently a response to mystical 
ideas and Christian symbolism. By 
taking the text of the “Cantide of the 
Sun" by St Francis of Assisi, 
Gubaidulina means to reflect the 
sunny personality of Rostropovich. 


But not much sun comes over - 
more a largely subdued argument, 
thin in texture, that purports to 
underlie “the glorification of the 
Creator and His Creation by a very 
humble, simple Christian friar”. 

Towards the aid, the ceffist aban- 
dons his instrument for the de- 
lightful sounds of the flexatone, 
bowing it in a display like some 
latterdayPapageno. And who could 
forget the shimmering echoes of 
those musical glasses? Neil Percy 
and Simon Carrington were the 
deft percussionists with John Alley 
on celesta. London Voices provided 
excellent vocal support while the 
conductor; Ryusuke Numapri, suc- 
cessfully held proceedings together 
ANNETTE MORREAD 


On the Air 

Bayan northcott 


TUCKED away late night on Satur- 
days and Mondays on Radio 3, 
Robert Dawson-Scott is inviting a 
succession of composers and per- 
formers to “revisit a major musical 
challenge” in a half-hour series 
called At the Foot of the Mountain. 

Last weekend he had Anthony 
Payne reflecting on the complexities 
of elaborating the sketches for 
Elgar’s Third Symphony and on 
that belated work's almost non- 
plussing impact worid-wide since its 
premiere last February. 

No doubt nostalgia and the con- 
tinuing backlash against Modern- 
ism have played their part in its 
rapid acceptance. Moreover Elgar’s 
idiom is already loved- never more 
so than today as Payne observed - 
whereas a new work by a modern 
composer has to create the condi- 
tions for its understanding as it goes 
along And, of course, as Payne 
could not observe, his empathy for 
Elgar’s idiom and creative skill in 
simulating his characteristic pro- 
cedures is, quite possibty unique. In- 
deed, so dose was his identification 


with Elgar that as he told Dawson- 
Scott, he knew he would never es- 
cape the thrall unless he threw 
himself into a new piece of his own 
the moment he had heard the first 
nm-throughofthe completed Elgar 
Performers, On the other hand, 
cannot identity too closely with the 
score, and it was fascinating to 
have the opportunity- as I did - to 
follow Andrew Davis and the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra developing, 
from the first run-through, by way 
of the recording sessions and first 
private performance, the seeming- 
ly comprehensive account of the 
work they offered at the public pre- 
miere: impetuous, volatile, elegiac 
and stoically noble. It was even more 
fascinating to hear how differently 
that most versatile of our younger 
conductors, Martyn B rabbins, and 
the BBC Scottish Symphony Orch- 
estra projected the piece in their 
Glasgow performance last autumn, 
broadcast in The BBC Orchestras 
riot on Radio 3 on Monday 
Where Davis’s opening was 
fiercely driven, Brabbins’s was mas- 


sive, granitic; where Davis took 
the second subject with an affec- 
tionate forward flow, Brabbins was 
lingering and autumnaL And so it 
went: in the finale especially, com- 
pared with the chivalric panoply of 
Davis, Brabbins adopted an almost 
dangerously steady tempo, as if 
risking all on Payne’s inspired 
clinching gesture, a tragic march- 
past and fade modelled on “The 
R&gon Passes" in Elgar’s latelta- 
ery Suite. Where Davis made of this 
a final burst of heroic defiance, 
Brabbins generated the crushing 
gravity of a funeral cortege. 

Yet these differences suggest a 
deeper reason why audiences have 
responded so gratefully to Payne’s 
Elgarian recension. Although the 
20th century is widely supposed to 
have witnessed the liberation of the 
rhythmic dimension of music from 
the constraints of 19th-century tra- 
dition, the reverse is arguably truer. 
Vast tracts of today's music, “clas- 
sical" and pop, are locked into un- 
varied, mechanistic pulses - the 

very engine, you may think, of coer- 



cive consumer culture. In 19th- 
century Romanticism you often 
find, by contrast, leading melodies, 
harmonies and supporting bass 
lines simuitaneously unfolding at dif- 
ferent rhythmic rates against a 
background pulse that may itself be 
varied according to expressive 


need. And it is precisely this multi- 
layered rhythmic flexibility, so 
subtly exploited by Elgar and emu- 
fated by Payne, that helps to explain 
how the 'Hiirid Symphony is already 
yielding interpretations contrasting 
with yet complementary to those of 
Davis and B rabbin s. 
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BUTTONERS (KHOFUKARI) (NC) 

Director Petr Zefenka 
Starring: Jirt Koctet. Borijov Navratii 
Skipping without warning from pre-Bomb 
Hiroshima to the present-day Czech Republic. 
Zetenka's curious little portmanteau piece dovetails 
a set of six short-stories, some wacky, some 
sad and all implicitly concerned with notions 
of forgiveness, community nod wi^ i tolerance. 
Inevitably Buttoners is a mixed bag saddled 
with some duff Forties period details plus 
a smattering of awkward, amateur-night 
performances. Still, no matter. Zeteoka’s droll 
good-humour and airy idiosyncraries ensure his 
film is emphatically more treat than trick. West 
End JCA Cinema 

DOBERMANN (18) 

Director Jan Kounen 
Starring: Vincent Cassel, Tcheky Karyo 
Vincent Cassei’s born-to-be-bad gangster struts 
and sneers bis way through a gleamingly 
abstracted Paris. Tcheky Karyo's bad-egg cop 
looks on hatefully. Big guns go off. red 
sportscars cruise down open freeways, and lily- 
livered bystanders blub like babies. So this is 
what the new French cinema is all about: 
endless stylised carnage and iconic posing, plus 
a script that's going nowhere fast. Kounen's 
en-pleirwrisage actioner comes with the 
thumbprints of Reservoir Dogs and Luc Besson , 
all over it But there’s no wit no urgency - no 
no thing , really, beyond a few neat set-pieces and 
lots of gurning overacting. Kounen goes a 
bundle on sudden zooming close-ups. West End: 
Clapham Picture House. Metro, Odeon Camden 
town. Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero 

MEET JOE BLACK (15) 

Director. Martin Brest 
Starring: Brad Pitt, Anthony Hopkins 
Picking his way through Brest's under- 
developed overhaul of 1934's Death Takes a 
Holiday goes Brad Pitt's aquiline Grim Reaper; 
who gets chaperoned round the everyday 


delights of Planet Earth by Anthony Hopkins’s 
dying billionaire. The introductions complete, 
Brest throws in a romance (between Pitt and 
Claire Forlani’s soulful debutant), a few air- 
b rushed life-lessons, then leaves his tale to 
drift along for close on three hours. So while 
Meet Joe Black has a few neat themes, and a 
reliably solid turn from Hopkins, it’s too much a 
picture of disparate pieces, each played out to 
their individual lengthy agendas, with no glue 
in the middle, just vapour. West End : Empire 
Leicester Square. Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch. Odeon Stmss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin 
Trocadero 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

Director Don Roos 

Starring: Christina Ricci. Martin Donovan 
See The Independent Recommends, right. 

West End: Barbican Screen. Clapham Picture 
House. Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street. 
UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road, Winner 
Village West End 

SOUR GRAPES (15) 

Director: Larry David 
Starring: Craid Bterko, Steven Weber 
TV wisdom has it that Seinfeld slumped after 
co-creator David bailed out of the show. 
Trouble is, the man's feature-length writing- 
directing effort is no great shakes: a 
Seinfeldlan comedy of urban neuroses hingeing 
on the familial spat between Craig Bierko's 
jackpot winner and the cousin (Steven Weber) 
who lent him the coins to play the slot-machine. 
The dialogue is honed and witty, the situations 
generally funny and tightly rendered. It’s just 
that Sour Crapes slowly runs out of breath the 
further it pushes past the 25-minute length. 
The insistent score and over-eager acting take 
on an increasing whiff of desperation. West End 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village Wtest End 


Xan Brooks 


General release 




THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

A trio of interrelated shorts culled from the 
stories of Irvine Welsh, The Acid House plays out 
in the dawn-and-dirty landscape of inner-city 
Edinburgh, and darts with brio between a range 
of moods and tones. West End Odeon Camden 
Town, Ritzy Cinema, Whrner Village Wfest End 

$ ANTZ (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right West 
End UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero 

THE APPLE (SIB) (PG> 

Seventeen-year-old Sami rah Makhmalbaf's 
precocious debut stages a true-life re-creation of 
the fortunes of Iran’s Naderi sisters. This is a 
luminous, extraordinary missive from a burgeoning 
Iranian film scene West End Metro. Renoir 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

The Mow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep 
pig" into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unlikely saviourof a bunch of assorted waifs. 
West End Plaza, VC I Whiteleys 

THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right West 
End ABC Swiss Centre 

^ELIZABETH (15) 

V Shekhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of a female figurehead struggling to gain 
purchase in a male world. But Kapur largely 
neglects the opportunities for fun in a story of 
independence triumphing over cruelty. West End: 
ABC Panton Street, Curzon Minema. Odeon 
Mezzanine 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith’s fail-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned-off Pentagon warhorse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
all manner of Big Brothar^ype trouble. A big, noisy 
and effectively claustrophobic conspiracy thriller 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road. 
Odeon CamdenTbwn* Odeon Kensirigton, Odeon 

Marble Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Fulham Road. 

LITTLE VOICE (15) 

Holed up in her bedroom, timid Jane Horrocks 
perfects strident Shirley Bassey/Jutfy Garland 
Impers ona tions when she fells in with Michael 
Caine's sleazy impresario. Though hitiy at times. 
Utile Vbice is redeemed by brjadng black comedy; 

HOTTo<±^vocaipyroteKdmics,phisamarvel]ousiy 

weighted turn from Caine. West End: ABC Tot- 
tenham Court Road, Barbican Screen, Chelsea 
Cinema, ClaphamPicture House, Curzon May- 
fair, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington. 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon 

West Ehid Renoir, Ritzy Cmerrui. Screen m Baker 

Street, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MASK OF ZORRO OPG) 

This swashbuckler gallops Bill-speed through 
iftth- renhif y California in the company of Antonio 
Banderas’s authentically Hispanic do-gooder 

West End Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mezzanine, 

Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
fYdtamRotti Warner Vtuage 

WestEnd 

OUT OF SIGHT 05). 

George Clooney plays the law-breaking hero as 

adown-and-dirtyversion(rfCaryGrantandtiinis 

in tiie best performance of his career so fan 

• m&EndPla^VBg™ChdseaVi^ 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney reheating 
jjt its 1961 heart- warmer into a cross-cultural caper 
▼ starring Lindsay Loban as the separated-at- 
birth twin sisters determined to get their parents 
(Natasha Richardson. Dennis Quaid) back 
together: Wfest End: Odeon Kensington, Odeon 


Swiss Cottage 

SeeThelndependent Recommends, right West 
End ABC Tottenham Court Road, Curzon Soho. 
Gate Notting Hid Rdzy Cinema, Screenonthe 
Green, Screen on the HtE 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (II) 

In planning his cartoon life of Moses, DreamWarfes 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it “painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean". The end result winds up as The Ten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and his 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. West End Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Swiss Cottage. UCI 
Whiteleys. Itoyin Fulham Racri. Virgin TYocadero 

PSYCHO (15) 

Guslfan Sant’s &hot-by-sbot Psycho reconstruction 
is a bizarre undertaking. Hefty Vince Vaughn 
stands in for twitchy Anthony Perkins, and Anne 
Heche for Janet Leigh. Meantime, Van Sant 
simply runs through a karaoke cover-version of 
the Hitchcock classic; a pitch-perfect bit of movie 
mimicry which has a definite curiosity value 
without ever adding up to much more besides. 
West End Empire Leicester Square, Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage , UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Hoymarket 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Dicker star in this hit-and- 
miss affair: West End: Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
WestEnd 

THE SIEGE (15) 

A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics. The Siege winds 
up a hopelessly fingers -and-thumbs affair The 
plot gets draped with all manner of garbled 
goings-on as Denzel Washington’s FBI man 
rubs sboukiers with Bruce Willis’s army renegade. 
West End Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington. Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage , UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 

SITCOM (18) 

Someone ought to introduce Francois Ozon to a 
good editor The debuting French film-maker is 
dearly a man of talent, but, in Sitcom, be lets his 
ideas maraud madly off the leash. In this 
scattergun satire of middle-class mores, Ozon 
takes abundant pleasure in dismantling a standard 
nuclear family. The result is sharp, savage and 
funny one moment and indulgent the next West 
End Curzon Minema, Curzon Soho 

STAR TREK: INSURRECTION (PG) 

A belated Christmas gift for Dnekkies the land 
over Insurrection hits the cinemas stuffed with 
in-the-knowgags and wrapped up in more cembali 
romance than we're used to. The nominal story 
sees Patrick Stewart’s do-gooding captain tangling 
wifr villainous F Murray Abraham, who's hatched 
a scheme to take over a placet erf perpetual youth. 
West End Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington. , Odeon Marble Arch, Plaza, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero 

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 

Ben Stiller Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star 
in this latest comedy from the pathologically 
tasteless writer-director team of Peter and 
Bobby FhrreUy. The film is basically a soft- 
centred romantic comedy of the kind that drifts 
out of Hollywood on a regular basis. The gags 
never amount to more than vulgar icing on an 
unexeptiooally bland cake. West End ABC 
Piccadilly, Odeon Mezzanine 

TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT (PG) 

The immortal “Vbu know how to whistle (ton’tyou?" 
Ene aside, 3b Have and Have Not has come to be 
more regarded for its behmd-tbe-scenes history 
than its narrative content. Bogart is (he Martinique- 
based skipper sandwiched between the Vichy 
government and the Free French resistance. 
Wfesi End Curzon Soho 

THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right West 
End Plaza 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Robin Wlffiams perfects a lopsided simper as the 
deadchaj^wboKghteouttoac^IniiHesskHiist 
heaven, before jetting southward to rescue his 
suimfobride.'ff^EndABCShc^tesburyAuerme 
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The Opposite oF Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci plays 16-year- 
old biich-on-whecls Dedee, 

.shooting from the lip and 
causing all kinds of havoc 
when she moves in with her 
mild-mannered brother 
(Martin Donovan). Director 
Don Roos's script hrisllcs 
with acidulous onc-liners. 

The Truman Show (PG) 

Peter Weir's ingenious and unsettling fantasy is. 
in the end. an escape movie - in the case of 
Truman Burbank (Jim Carrey, above), it's 
breaking out of the round-the-clock TV ducu- 
soap (hat is his own life. 

7T (15) 

Darren Aronofsky's debut, filmed in sooty 
bl ack-an d-whi te, tells the story of agenius 
mathematician. This stylish indie movie fearlessly 
combines Wall Street, Jewish mysticism and 
nightmarish headaches. 

Antz (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar 
cast features Woody Allen as a worker am who 
becomes an unlikely war hero and opponem of 
the colony’s totalitarian regime. Terrific fun.' 

The Dream Life of Angels (18) 

Erick Zonca's remarkable debut draws its 
strength from the contrasting personalities of Isa 
(Elotie Bouehez) and Marie (Natacha Regnierj, 
whose friendship comes alive amid the drab 
environs of Lille. 

Anthony Quinn and Xan Brooks 


The Invention of Love 

(Theatre Royal, Haymarket) 

A witty, heartbreaking fantasia by lom 
Stoppard (below) on the twin passions of 
AE Housm an: scholarship and an unavailable 
heterosexual friend. 

To 6 Feb 

Kafka’s Dick 

(Piccadilly Theatre) 

Spiriting Kafka to suburban England, this 
uproarious ramp by Alan Bennett survives 
some peculiar casting in 
Peter Hall’s revival. 

To 26 Feb 

Copenhagen 

(Cottesloe) 

Michael Frayn's 
profound and haunting 
meditation on science, 
morality and the 
mysteries of human 
motivation. To 27 Jan 

The Winter’s Tale 

(RSC, Stratford) 

Amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Antony Sher in Gregory Doran's 
Romanov-style production. 

In rep to 4 Mar 

Martin Yfesterday 

(Royal Exchange. Manchester) 

Marianne Elliott directs this sharp new play 
from cult Canadian dramatist Brad “Llnidcn tilled 
Human Re mains ” Fraser. 7b 6 Feb 

Paul Taylor 




Andreas Gursky 

(Serpentine Gallery) 
Photographs 1994-98; 
widc-vision, high-finish, 
micro-detailed vistas of 
our world - si ode-exchange 
floor, cityscape, airport, 
alpine valley - images 
filled with more than the 
eye can sec. To 7 Mar 


Grinling Gibbons 

(V&A) 

The finest chisel-work of the master 17tb-ceniuxy 
wood carver (above), who made intricacy and the 
abundance of nature his trademark. 7b 24 Jan 

Chris Ofili 

(Whitworth Gallery, Manchester) 

This upbeat, 1998 Turner Prize-winner creates 
dense, decorative paintings with swirls of dots, 
eyes. Afros, black Icons and balls of elephant 
dung. To 24 Jan 

Bridget Riley 

(Abbot Hall Gallery. Kendal) 

A small retrospective, spanning Riley's career as 
top British abstractionist - from the shimmering 
monochromes of her early Sixties Op Art fame, 
to colour, stripes, diagonals, curves. To 31 Jan 

Oppe Watercolour Collection 

(Fitzwiiliam Museum, Cambridge) 

Classic 18th- and 19th-century British water- 
colours, including Alexander Cozens' blot-derived 
sketches. John Sell Counan, Constable and 
Francis Townc. To 24 Jan 

TOM LUBBOCK 


Cinema 

West End 

ABC BAKER 5TREET 

(0870-902 OAT 8) -e- Baker Street 
Closed 

ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) 9 Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.10pm. 
5.10pm, 8.10pm The Last Days 
of Disco 1.10pm, 3.40pm, Gpm. 
8.25pm Lock. Stock & 
Itoo Smoking Barrels 1.10pm, 
3.35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm My Name 
Is Joe 1.10pm, 3.35pm. 

6pm. 8.2 5pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm)) 
■©• Piccadilly Qrcus Ham am: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm, 3.50pm. 
6.10pm. 8.35pm There’s 

Something About Mary 1 .05pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) «• Leicester 
Square Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
1.40pm,4.10pm.6.40pm. 8.55pm 
What Dreams May Come 1.05pm. 
3.40pm. 6.05pm, 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicester 
Square Buffalo 66 1.15pm. 

3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm The 
Eel 4pm. 8.40pm The Governess 
1.45pm. 6.25pm On Connait la 
Chanson 1pm. 3.20pm, 6.10pm. 
8.40pm La Vie Revee 
des Anges 1.25pm. 3.45pm. 
6.25pm. 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) & Tottenham 
Court Road Enemy of The 
State 1.05pm, 3.45pm, 6.25pm, 
9.10pm Little Vbice 1.25pm. 
3.55pm. 7pm, 9.25pm n (Pi) 
1.20pm, 3.25pm, 5.25pm. 

7.30pm, 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) 

■& Moorgate Little Voice 6.15pm. 
8.40pm The Opposite or Sex 
6.15pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(01 71 -351 3742) O Sloane 

Square Little Voice 2.20pm, 
4.30pm. 6.40pm, 9pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) a Clapham 
Common Dobermann 2.45pm, 
5pm. 7.15pm. 9.30pm 

Little Voice 2.30pm, 4.45pm, 
7pm, 9.15pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2.15pm. . 4.30pm. 
6.45pm, 9pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
Little Voice 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-€pm)) 
•©■ Leicester 5quare n (PI) 1pm. 
3pm, 5pm, 7pm. 9pm Sitcom 
1.30pm, 3.30pm, 5.30pm. 

7.30pm, 9.30pm lb Have and 
Have Not 2.30pm. 4.45pm. 

7.10pm, 9.20pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 

CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) -O- Elephant a 
Castle Enemy or the State 3pm. 
5.45pm. 8.20pm Meet Joe Black 
3.30pm. 7.25pm The Siege 

3.35pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) e Leicester 

Square Meet Joe Black T 2 noon. 
3.45pm, 7.45pm, 11.30pm 

The Prince of Egypt 1pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm, 11pm 
Psycho 12.45pm, 3.15pm. 

6.15pm, 8.45pm, 11,1 5pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) O- Notting Hill 
Gate x (Pi) 3.15pm. 5.15pm. 
7.15pm, 9.15pm, 11.15pm 

(+ Short: Drip Drop) 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) ■& Ravenscourt 
Ffcrk Enemy of The State 
3pm. 6.10pm. 9.10pm 

Little Voice 1 ,20pm, 3.50pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm Meet Joe Black 
12.50pm. 4.30pm, 8.10pm 

The Siege 12.45pm, 3.15pm. 
6.30pm, 9.05pm 

ICA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) •©■ Charing 
Cross Buttoners 5pm, 7pm 
Nosferatu (1921 Version) 
8.30pm Petr Zenlenka 
In Conversation: Buttoners 
Event 7pm 


METRO 

(0171-734 1506) O- Piccadilly 
Grcus The Apple (Sib) 3pm, 
5pm. 7pm. 9pm Dobermann 
2pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) «■ Hyde Park 
Comer/Knightsbridge Elizabeth 
6.30pm Sitcom 4.50pm. 8.50pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) « Notting Hill 
Gate Enemy of The State 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) -O Camden Town 
The Add House 1 1.35pm 
Dobermann 12.35pm. 2.35pm. 
4.35pm. 6.55pm. 9.10pm, 

11.50pm Enemy of The 
State 12.30pm. 6pm. 11.15pm 
Little Voice 1 2.45pm, 3.15pm. 
5.45pm. 8.40pm, ■ 11.30pm 

Psycho 5.30pm. 9pm The Siege 
12.15pm. 2.45pm. 5.20pm. 

8.25pm, 11.25pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 12noon, 2.20pm, 
4,40pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) Piccadilly 

Grcus Closed for refurbishment 
until further notice. 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) ■©■ High Street 
Kensington Enemy of The 
State 12noon. 3pm. 6.05pm, 
9.10pm. 12.20am little Voice 
1.45pm, 4.20pm, 6.55pm. 

9.30pm. 12.05am The Mask of 
Zorro 2.55pm, 6.05pm, 9.15pm 
Meet Joe Black 1 1,50am. 

3.45pm. 7.40pm. 11.35pm; Mon- 
Thu 12.45pm, 4.40pm, 8.35pm 
Psycho 1.35pm, 9.40pm, 

12.15am Rush Hour 12.25am 
The Stage 12.40pm, 3.35pm. 
6.30pm. 9.25pm, 12.20am 

Star TVek: Insurrection 

4 .20pm. 7pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) Q Leicester 
Square The Siege 12.55pm, 
3.35pm. 5.55pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) €► Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 12.15pm. 
3.10pm, 6.05pm, 9pm, 

12midnight Little Voice 1.25pm. 
3.55pm. 6.35pm. 9.10pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.40pm. 4.30pm. 
B.25pm, 12.10am Psycho 

1.25pm. 6.35pm, IT. 40pm Rush 
Hour 11.40pm The Siege 
12.15pm. 3.10pm, 6.05pm. 

9.05pm. 11.45pm Scar Trek: 
Insurrection 3.55pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) Q Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.30pm, 
3pm. 5.30pm, 8.10pm 

Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.20pm, 3.50pm. 

6.10pm. 6.35pm The Mask 
of Zorro 2.30pm, 5.1 5pm. 

8.10pm Ronin 2.45pm, 5.50pm. 
8.20pm There’s Something 
About Mary 12.40pm, 3.10pm. 
5.40pm, 8.15pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) ■©■ Swiss 

Cottage Enemy or The State 
12.10pm, 2.50 pm, 5.35pm, 

8.20pm The Land Girls 1.15pm. 
3.45pm, 6.20pm Little Vbice 
1.20pm. 3.45pm. 6.1 5pm. 

8.45pm The Mask of Zorro 2pm, 
5.10pm, 8.10pm Meet Joe 

Black 12.15pm. 3.50pm. 

7.30pm Psycho 8.40pm 
The Siege 12.30pm, 3.10pm, 
5.50pm, 8.25pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Enemy of The State 
12.05pm. 2.45pm. 5.30pm, 

6.25pm, 11.25pm Little Voice 

I. 55pm. 4.10pm. 6.30pm, 

8.55pm. 1 1 ,35pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171 -494 4153) O- Piccadilly 
Grcus Everest 12.35pm. 2.40pm. 
4.45pm, 7pm, 9.05pm T-Rac 
Back co the Cretaceous (3-D) 

II. 30am. 1.35pm, 3.40pm, 

5.45pm, 8pm, 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) East Finchley 
Little Voice 2pm, 4.15pm, 
6.30pm, 8.45pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) B- Piccadilly 
Orcus Babe: Pig in the 
City 12.45pm. 3.25pm Out of 
Sight 5.50pm. 8.25pm Saving 
Private Ryan 3pm, 7.30pm 
Star Trek: insurrection 1.30pm, 
4pm, 6.30pm, 9pm The Human 
Show 1pm, 3.15pm, 
6.15pm, 8.40pm 


RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) & Russell Sq. 
The Apple (Sib) 1pm, 2.55pm, 
4.50pm, 6.45pm. 8.45pm 

Little Voice 2.15pm. 4.25pm, 
6.35pm, 9pm 

RIO CINEMA 

(0171-254 6677) Oosed for 

refurbishment. Re-opens Jul 1999 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) e Brixton The 
Arid House 4.15pm, 6.45ptn, 
9.15pm, 11.50pm Enemy of 
The State 4.35pm. 9.25pm, 

1 1.55pm Girt 6 Tue 9.15pm Last 
Night Tue 7.10pm (phone 0800- 
358 0558 for tickets) Little \foice 
12.55pm. 3pm, 5.15pm. 7.25pm, 
9.30pm. 11.40pm On Connait 
La Chanson 2pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2.20pm. 4.40pm. 7pm, 
9.20pm, 11.35pm (+ Short: 

Horseshoe) * (Pi) 1pm, 3.10pm. 
5.20pm, 7.20pm. 9.35pm. 

11.45pm {+ Short: The 

Albatross) Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.25pm. 7.10pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) & Baker Street 
Little Voice 2.50pm. 4.55pm, 
7pm. 9.05pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2.25pm, 4.30pm, 

6.40pm. 8.55pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) O Angel 

n (Pi) 3.05pm. 5.05pm, 7.05pm, 
9.05pm. 11.15pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) ■& Belslze 

Park >r (PI) 3.10pm. 5.10pm. 
7.10pm, 9.10pm 

UQ WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) O Bayswater 
Enemy oF The State 3.20pm, 
6.10pm. 9.10pm Little Voice 
3.40pm, 6.30pm, 8.50pm 

The Mask of Zorro 3 pm. 
5.50pm, 8.40pm Meet Joe Black 
4.40pm. 8.30pm The Opposite 
of Sex 4.1 0pm, 6.40pm, 9pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.40pm, 
5pm Psycho 7.20pm, 9.40pm 
The Siege 4pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 4.30pm. 
7pm. 9.20pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) ^ Sloane 5q. 
Dobermann 2 pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 
9.25pm Enemy of The State 
2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.45pm Out of 
Sight 2.45pm, 5.50pm. 8.30pm 
The Siege 12.45pm, 3.30pm, 
6.15pm, 9pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) O South 

Kensington Enemy of the State 

I. 10pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 

9.20pm Little Vbice 12.40pm, 
2.45pm, 5.10pm, 7.20pm, 

9.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.20pm, 3.10pm. 6.10pm. . 

9.10pm Meet Joe Black 1pm. 
4.30pm, 8.15pm The Opposite 
of Sex 1.30pm. 4pm, 6.20pm. 
9pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.50pm, 3.20pm. 6pm Star 
TVek: Insurrection 8.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) ■& Piccadilly 
Grcus My Name is Joe 12.55pm, 
3.40pm, 6.15pm. B.45pm Psycho 
1pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.35pm 
What Dreams May Come 2pm. 
5.15pm. 8.1 5pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) e Piccadilly 
Grcus Antz 12.20pm. 2.10pm. 
4.05pm Dobermann 12.10pm. 

2.30pm, 4.50pm, 7.10 pm, 

9.30pm. 11.40pm The Exorcist 

II. 40pm The Mask of Zorro 

12noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 

8.30pm Meet Joe Black 
12.30pm. 4.20pm. 8pm Out of 
Sight 6.15pm, 8.50pm, 11.25pm 
The Prince Of Egypt 1 2 noon. 
2.05pm. 4.10pm Rush Hour 
6.30pm. 9pm, 11.30pm 

Sour Grapes 12.1 0pm. 2.20pm, 
4.40pm. 7pm, 9.10pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1pm. 3.40pm, 
6.40pm. 9.15pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) «■ Leicester Sq. 
The Add House 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.40pm Blade 9.30pm, 12.10pm 
Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.15pm. 3.50pm, 6pm, 
8.20pm, 11.10pm The Mask oF 
Zorro 12.10pm. 3pm, 5.50pm, 
9pm, 11.50pm The Negotiator 
11.40am, 2,40pm, 5.40pm, 

8.40pm, 11.55pm The Opposite 
of Sex 1pm, 3.40pm, 6.20pm, 
8.50pm. 11.20pm A Perfect 
Murder 1 . 1 0pm. 3.45pm. 
6.30pm, 9.10pm. 11,45pir. Rush 
Hour 1.40pm. 4.1 Opm. 6.50pm, 
9.20pm. 11.45pm Sour Grapes 
12.30pm, 3.10pm, 6.10pm. 

8.30pm, 10.50pm What Dreams 
May Come 1 2.50pm, 3.30pm. 
6.35pm. 9.05pm, 1 1 ,20pm. 


Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) e Park Royal 
Blade 12.35am Enemy or the 
State 12.20pm, 3.20pm, 6.20pm. 
8.40pm. 9.20pm, It. 30pm, 
12.10am Little Voice 1.10pm, 
3.40pm, 6pm, 8.30pm, 11.20pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12.30pm. 
3.30pm. 6.30pm, 9.30pm. 12.30am 
Meet Joe Black 1.20pm, 5.10pm, 
8.50pm My Name Is Joe 7.40pm 
The Parent Trap 1 2.35pm. 3.10pm 
The lYince of Egypt 12.40pm, 3pm, 
5.20pm Psycho 10.10pm, 12.40am 
Rush Hour 2.30pm. 5.05pm. 
7.30pm, 10pm. 12.20am The Siege 
1.30pm, 4.10pm. 7pm. 9.50pm. 
12.25am Star Trek: Insurrection 

I. 10pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.40pm. 
12.1 5am What Dreams May 
Come 6.10pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) e High 
Barnet Enemy of the 
State 12.25pm. 3.10pm. 6.05pm. 
8.35pm Little Voice 1.15pm, 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.45pm. 4.15pm, 7.45pm 
Psycho 8.55pm The Siege 1pm, 
3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 12.30pm. 
3.15pm, fi.30pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Beck- 
enham Junction Enemy of the 
State 2.55pm. 5.55pm. 8.55pm 
Meet Joe Black 1 ,20pm. 7.20pm 
The Parent Trap 12 noon The Prince 
of Egypt 5pm Psycho 8.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.10pm. 
3.45pm, 6.10pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bexleyheach Antz 11am, 1pm, 
3pm Blade 12.15am Enemy of 
the State 12.20pm, 3pm, 5.55pm. 
6.55pm, 8.30pm, 9.30pm, 

II. 10pm, 12.05am Little Voice 
12.10pm. 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 
7.05pm, 9.20pm. 11.40pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1pm. 3.50pm. 
6.40pm. 9.25pm Meet Joe Black 
12.45pm, 4.15pm, 7.45pm, 

1 1 .1 5pm The Rirent Trap 1 30pm. 
4.10pm The Prince oF Egypt 
1.10pm. 3.15pm, 5.25pm 
Psycho 5.20pm, 7.35pm. 9.50pm. 
12.15am Rush Hour 7.40pm. 10pm, 
12.1 0am The Siege 1.15pm. 4pm, 
6.25pm. 9.15pm. 12midnight 
Star Trek: Insurrection 12nopn. 
2,15pm. 4.45pm. 7.15pm. 
9.45PIT1. 12.10am 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 

, BR: Bromley North Enemy of the 
State 1 ,05pm. 6.50pm Little Voice 
3pm 530pm, 7.45pm. 10.05pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.50pm, 4.40pm. 
8.30pm The Siege 4.10pm. 9.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.50pm, 
5.10pm, 7.35pm, 9.55pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306} BR: Catford. 
Enemy of the State 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 8.20pm The Siege 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.30pm. 6pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Croydon West Little Voice 
4pm, 6.15pm, 8.30pm (+ Whoosh) 

WARNER VILLAGE [0181- 
680 8090) BR: East Croydon 
Blade 12.30am Enemy of the 
State 3.30pm. 6.30pm. 9.30pm, 
12.25am Little Voice 2.10pm, 
4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.10pm. 1 1 ,40pm 
The Mask of Zorro 2.40pm. 
5.40pm, 8.30pm, 11.50pm 
Meet Joe Black 1pm. 4.50pm, 
8.40pm My Name is Joe 7, 10pm 
The Parent Trap 1.20pm, 4.10pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.20pm. 
4.40pm Psycho 9.^ 40pm. 12.15am 
Rush Hour 9.50pm, 12.10am 
The Siege 1.10pm, 3.50pm, 
6.40pm, 9.20pm, 12mirught 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.40pm, 
4pm, 6.20pm, 9pm, 11.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 7pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) O Dagenham Heathway 
Blade 1 2 midnight Enemy of the 
State 12.40pm. 3.30pm. 6.20pm, 
9.20pm, 1 2.1 0am Little Voice 2pm, 
430pm, 7pm. 9.30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 3pm. 5.50pm. 8.50pm, 
1130pm Meet Joe Blade 12.30pm. 
4.30pm.' 8.30pm My Name is 
Joe 8.40pm. 11.1 5pm The Parent 
Trap 3.15pm The Prince of 
Egypt 2.20pm. 4.40pm, 7.10pm 
Psycho 9.50pm. 12.15am 
Rush Hour 2.30pm, 5pm, 7.20pm, 
9,40pm, 12.20am 


The Siege 1 ,30pm, 4pm, 6.30pm, 
9pm. 11.30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.40pm, 4.10pm, 
6.40pm. 9.10pm. 11.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 6.10pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD 
(0870-907 0719) O Ealing Broad- 
way Enemy of the State 8.40pm 
Little Voice 12.45pm, 3.10pm, 
6pm. 8.30pm Meet Joe Black 
12.50pm. 4.30pm, 8.10pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.30pm, 6.10pm 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UO 12 (0990-888990) 
e- Tottenham Hale Antz 4.30pm 
Babe: Pig in the 

City 4.50pm Blade 11.20pm 
Enemy of the State 3pm, 6pm, 
6.50pm, 9.10pm. 9.45pm, 
12.10am, 12.30am The Land 
Girls 5.45pm Little Voice 
3.50pm, 6.20pm, 8.50pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3.15pm. 
6.25pm, 9.30pm Meet 

Joe Black 4.05pm, 7.50pm. 
1 1 .40pm The Negotiator 1 1 .35pm 
The Opposite of Sex 3.25pm, 
5.55pm, 8.30pm. 1 T pm 
The Parent Trap 4.10pm 
The Prince of Egypt 
3.30pm Psycho 4.40pm, 7.05pm. 
9.35pm, 12.20am Rush Hour 
7.15pm. 10pm. 12.35am 
The Stage 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm, 
12midnighc Star Trek: 
Insurrection 3.40pm, 6.35pm, 7pm, 
9.05pm. 9.40pm, 11.30pm, 
12.25am What Dreams 
May Come 8.40pm 

FEUHAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES 
(0181-867 0555) BR: Feltham 
Blade 12midnight Dolt Sajake 
Rakhna 11.30am, 6.05pm 
Enemy of the 5tate 1.15pm, 
3.45pm, 6.15pm, 7pm, 9.10pm. 
9.50pm, 11.30pm. 12.20am 
Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaatse 2.40pm. 
9.45pm Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai 11.10am, 2.40pm, 
6.10pm. 9.40pm Kudrat 11.20pm 
Little Voice 12noon. 2.20pm, 
4.40pm. 7.1 Opm, 9.30pm. 1 1 .50pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1 2 ,05pm. 3pm, 
6pm, 9pm Meet Joe Black 1 pm, 
4.30pm. 8pm, 11.30pm 
The Opposite of Sex 11.30am, 
2pm, 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm. 
12midnlght The Parent Trap 
11.20am. 1.50pm. 4.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 11.30am, 

I. 30pm. 3.45pm, 6pm Psycho 
12.10pm, 2.30pm, 5pm. 7.30pm, 
9.50pm, 12.10am Rush Hour 
8pm. 10.15pm. 12.20am 
The Siege 1 .1 5pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 
9.30pm. 12.10am Star Trek: 
Insurrection 12noon. 1.30pm, 
2.15pm, 3.55pm. 4.45pm, 
6.30pm. 7.10pm. 8.50pm 
9.35pm. 12.05am What Dreams 
May Come 12.30pm. 6.30pm. 
12.20am Zakhm 3pm. 8.55pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) ■©• Finchley central Enemy of 
the State 3pm. 6pm. 9pm. 

1 2midnight Little Vbfce 130pm. 
3.50pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3.10pm, 
6.10pm, 9.20pm Meet Joe Black 
1pm. 4.40pm. 8.30pm My Name 
Is Joe 7.20pm. 11.40pm 
The Parent Trap 1.10pm. 4pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1.50pm. 
4.30pm Psycho 9.50pm 
Rush Hour 7.10pm. 9.30pm 

II. 50pm The Siege 1.20pm' 
4.20pm. 6.50pm. 9.40pm, 12.20am 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.40pm 
4.10pm. 6.40pm. 7pm, 9.10pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD ■ 

WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
31 10) & Finchley Road Enemy of 
the State 1pm, 3.30pm. 6JCtom 

9.20pm UttielfoiceLSOpm.^; 

6.30pm, 9pm The Mask of 
Zorro 4.20pm. 7.10pm. 10pm 
Meet Joe Black 1 .25p£. sjoSS 
8.45pm The Opposite 
° f 2.20pm, 4.40pm, 7.20pm 
9.50pm Psycho 10.20pm 
Rush Hour 10.30pm The S)L» 

I. 30pm. 4.10pm. 6.50pm.7.toSf 
9.40pm Sour firSpe* Tjs 
Star TVek: Insurrection 12.40nm 
3pm, 5.30pm. 8 1 oS^ 
What Dreams May'com. 
2.30pm, 5.15pm V COni * 

GOLDERS GREEN 
ABC (0181-455 1754 , 
*Gdders Graen Meet Joe bLJJ 
2.45pm. 7.25pm ^ 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (01 81-293 n,« 

BR: Greenwich En °' 01 ) 
the State 4.45pm of 

II. 15pm Little Voice ^'sw' 
7pm, 9,05pm, 71.1 Opm NtaSfH 1 ' 

bJoe8.5^ii. 0 ^^ame 

insurrection «.50pm, 
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HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) ft Bebize 
Plark Enemy of the State 8.15pm 
Little Wake 2pm, 4.1 5pm. 6.30pm. 
8.45pm Meet Joe Slack 3pm. 
7.2upm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.40pm. 5.50pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181 -426 0303] 
ft Harrow & Weakistone Dofi Sajake 
Rakhna 1.30pm, 5pm Hre 7pm 
The Soldier (Aslan Film) 8.45pm 
Zakham 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) ft Harrow on the Hill 
Enemy of the State 12.1 0pm. 
3pm, 6pm. 9pm. 1 1 ,40pm 
Little Voice 1.40pm, 4.05pm, 
6.30pm. B.40pm, 11.20pm 
The Mask of Zarro 11.45am. 
2.40pm. 5.35pm. 830pm. 1 1.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 1 2 noon. 3.40pm. 
7.20pm. 1 1pm My Name Is Joe 
6.55pm The Opposite of Sex 
1 T 30am, 2.10pm. 4.30pm. 720pm. 
9.50pm. 12.1 0am The Parent 
•Trap 1.10pm. 4pm The Prince 
of Egypt 1.55pm, 4.15pm, 
Psycho 9.10pm, 11.50pm 
Rush Hour 9.30pm. 12.20am 
The Siege 1.30pm, 4,05pm, 
6.45pm, 9.20pm, 12midnight 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.15pm, 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 6.50pm, 11.10pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
ft Holloway Road Enemy of 
the State 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6.15pm, 9pm Little Vbke 12.15pm, 
2.35pm, 5pm. 7.25pm. 9.50pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1 2.15pm. 
3. 1 5pm. 6. 1 5pm. 9. 1 5pm Meet Joe 
Black 1.20pm, 5pm, 8.40pm 
Psycho 1 2.35pm. 2.55pm. 5.20pm. 
7.40pm, 10pm Rah How 12.35pm. 
2.50pm. 5.20pm, 7.35pm. lOpm 
The Siege 1.45pm. 4,25pm. 
7.05pm, 9.45pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 12.20pm, 2.40pm. 
5.05pm, 7.30pm, 9.55pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
ft Gants Hill Dancing Ac Lughnasa 
5.50pm Enemy of the State 3pm. 
8.10pm Little Voice 1.50pm. 
4.1 Opm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm Meet Joe 
Black 12noon. 3.40pm. 7.20pm 
The Wvent Itap 1 2noon The Prince 
of Egypt 1 1 ,40am Psycho 8.40pm 
The Siege 12.10pm. 2.50pm. 
5.30pm, 8.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm 

KILBURN 

THE TRICYCLE CINEMA 
(0171-328 1000) ft Kilbum 

The Fountainhead Thu 3pm 
Little Voice 4pm. 6.30pm, 
8.45pm J+ Short: Kings of Siam 
with 8.45pm performance only) 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR; Kingston Enemy of the State 
2.25pm, 5.15pm, 8.05pm Meet Joe 
Black 2.15pm. 7.15pm 

Psycho 8.25pm Star Trek: 
insurrection 2.15pm. 6.05pm 

MUSWELL HILL 
ODEON (08705-050007) 
ft Highgate Enemy of the State 
3.45pm, 8.30pm Meet Joe Black 
12.40pm, 4.10pm. 4.10pm. 7.40pm 
The Siege 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 
6.15pm. 8.40pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1 . 35pm. 6.20pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) 
BR: Peckham Rye Blade T 1 ,55pm 
Enemy of the State 3.40pm. 
6.20pm. Spm, 1 1.40pm Utde Voice 
5.05pm. 7.1 0pm. 9.1 5pm Meet Joe 
Black 4.55pm. 8.30pm My Name 
Is Joe 7pm The Player’s Club 
1 2midnight Psycho 4.45pm. 
7.05pm, 9.25pm, 11.45pm Rush 
Hour 9.1 Opm. 11 .20pm The Siege 
4 20pm. 6.50pm, 9.20pm. 1 1 ,50pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection l pm. 5pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-902 0407) BR: Parley 
Meet Joe Black 2.25pm, 7.10pm 
The Siege 2.10pm. 5.10pm, 8.10pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 3.20pm. 
6.10pm. 8.30pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-902 0401) ft Putney 
Bridge. BR: Putney. Enemy of the 
State 6pm, 9pm Little Vbice 
2.15pm, 4.45pm. 7.15pm, 9.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 1pm, 4.45pm. 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1pm. 3.30pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
ft Richmond Little Voice 2 pm. 
4.20pm, 7pm. 9.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.20pm. 4.30pm, 8.20pm 
The Siege 12.40pm, 3.20pm. 1 

6.20pm, 9.10pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
ft Richmond Enemy of the 
Stare 3pm. 6pm. Spm The Mask of 1 
Zorro 2.40pm, 5.40pm, 8.40pm ; 

The Prince of Egypt 2.10pm. 
4.20pm Psycho 6.30pm, 9.20pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm, 
4pm, 6.50pm, 9.30pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 041 9) BR: Romford I 
Enemy of the State 8.10pm 
Meet Joe Black 2.20pm. 7.20pm 
Psycho 2.30pm, 5.55pm. 6.25pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection I 
2.15pm. 5.40pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705- ' 

050007) BR: Romford Enemy of 
the State 12.40pm. 3.35pm. 1 

6.15pm, 9pm The Land Girls « 
6.30pm Little Voice 1 ,30pm, 4pm, 
6.15pm, 8.40pm The Mask of 1 
Zorro 2.30pm. 5.30pm, 8.50pm 
Meet Joe Black 1 2.45pm, 4 .30pm, 

8. 1 0pm The ferent Trap 1 2.30pm. 
3.15pm The Prince of 1 
Egypt 12.10pm. 2.20pm * 

Psycho 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.20pm 1 

Rush Hour 8.50pm The Siege 1 

I. 15pm, 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 9,10pm I 

Star Trek: Insurrection I pm. I 
3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm ( 

S1DCUP < 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: SkJcup 1 
Meet Joe Black 3.15pm. 7.15pm < 

Psycho 8.30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.30pm, 6pm I 

STAPLES CORNER ! 

VIRGIN (0870-907071 7) ; 

BR: Cricklewood Enemy of < 
the State 3pm. 5.50pm, 8.45pm. 

II. 45pm Little Voice 2.10pm, , 

4.25pm. 6.50pm. 9. T Spm, 1 1 .45pm 1 

Meet Joe Black 1 2 ,45pm, 4.30pm, l 
8.15pm The Prince of Egypt l 
2.25pm, 4.40pm Psycho 8.45pm £ 
Rush Hour 7pm, 9.20pm, 1 2 mid- £ 
night The Siege 1.15pm, 3.50pm. 
6.35pm. 9.15pm. 12midnight < 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. / 
3.30pm, 6.15pm, 11.45pm -] 

STRATFORD J 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 1 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) # 

BR/ft Stratford East Enemy of : 
the State 2pm, 5pm, 7.45pm. * 

10.30pm Little Vbice 2.30pm, . 

4.45pm. 7.30pm. 9.45pm Meet Joe | 
Black 3pm. 6.15pm, 9.30pm { 

Psycho 8.10pm. 10.30pm J 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.40pm. J 
3.55pm. 6pm » 


The Prince of Egypt T.50pm 
! Psycho 2.20pm, 5.55pm, 8.25pm 
i Star Trek: Insurrection 4pm, 
6.20pm. 8.40pm 

i ODEON (08705-050007) ft Brix- 
ton Enemy of Che State 1 2.50pm. 
3.40pm. 6.30pm, 9.20pm 
Little Vote 2.20pm. 4.40pm. 7pm. 
9.20pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12. 15pm. 2.30pm. 4.50pm 
Rush Hour 7.20pm. 9.40pm 
The Siege t .50pm. 420pm, 7.0pm, 
9.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
12. 10pm, 2.30pm, 4.50pm. 
7.10pm. 9.40pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990-888990) ft Surrey 
Quays Babe: Pig In the Qty 4.50pm 
Enemy of the State 3.1 0pm. 6pm, 
630pm, 8.50pm. 930pm. 1 1 30pm 
Little Voice 4pm. 6.10pm. 8.25pm. 
1 1.10pm The Mask or Zorro 3pm. 
5.50pm, 9pm Meet Joe Black 
4.20pm, 8.10pm Psycho 7.05pm, 
9.40pm. 12 midnight The Siege 
3.30pm. 620pm. 9.1 Opm. 1 1 ,40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 4.1 Opm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm. 11.50pm 

SUTTON 

UO 6 (0990-888990) ft Morden 
Enemy of Che State 3.25pm. 
6. 1 Spm. 9pm. 1 1 ,45pm Little Vbice 
3.40pm, 6pm. 8.30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 3.55pm. 6.45pm Meet Joe 
Black 4.25pm, 8pm. II. 35pm 
Psycho 9.45pm. I2fnldn|ght Rush 
Hour 11pm The Siege 4.10pm. 
7pm. 9.30pm. 1 1 .55pm Scar *freJc 
Insurrection 4.40pm, 6.55pm. 
9.15pm. 11.30pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 2519) 
ft Turnpike Lane Enemy of the 
State 3pm, 5.45pm, 8.20pm 
Meet Joe Black 3.30pm. 7.25pm 
ftytho 6. 1 0pm. B.40pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 4pm. 6.20pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
ft Uxbridge Meet Joe Black 1.05pm, 
4.40pm, 8.15pm The Siege 6.45pm. 
9.15pm Scar TVek: Insurrection 
2.10pm. 4.25pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) O Waltham- 
stow Central Enemy of the 
State 8.10pm Meet Joe Black 
2.10pm, 7.20pm The Siege 2pm. 
5.10pm, 8.10pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.30pm, 5.20pm 

IKALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames 
Little Voice 3.30pm, 6.40pm. 
8.50pm Meet Joe Black 
3pm. 7.15pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) 
BR: Btham The Mask of Zorro 4pm. 
8.10pm Psycho 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 
4pm. 6.20pm 

W1LLESDEN 

BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0322} 
ft Willesden Green The Prince of 
Egypt 4.45pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 6.45pm, 9.15pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
ft South Wimbledon Enemy of 
the State 2.30pm. 5.25pm. 8.20pm. 
11.10pm Little Voice 2.30pm. 
4.45pm. 6.55pm. 9.15pm. 11.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.20pm. 3.50pm. 
7.30pm Rush Hour 11.25pm 
The 5lege 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 

8 30pm. 1 1.15pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.45pm. 4.05pm. 
6.25pm. 8.45pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) 

ft South Woodford Enemy of 
the State 8pm Meet Joe Black 
2.30pm. 7.30pm Psycho 2.20pm. 
6.10pm. 6.30pm Scar Trek: 
Insurrection 2.40pm. 5.40pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
ft Turnpike Lane Kuch Kuch Hota 
Hal 3.30pm, 7.1 5pm Zakhm 11pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) 
BR: Woolwich Arsenal Psycho 
6.1 Opm. 8.40pm The Sege 3.35pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 4pm 


CINEMA 

REPERTORY 


LONDON 

ONE LJUMIERE Queensberry Place 
SW7 (0171-838 2144) 

Regarde la Mer/SItcom (18) 7pm 

ICA CINEMA The Mali 5W1 (0171- 
930 3647) But toners (NC) 5pm. 
7pm Petr Zenlenka In Conversa- 
tion: Buttoners Event (NC) 7pm 
Nosferatu (1921 Version) (PG) 
8.30pm 

THE LUX CINEMA Hoxton Square 
N1 (0171-684 0201) Royal Blues 
(NC)/The Glasshouse Prisoner 
(NC) 7pm Let’s Get Lost (1 5) 9pm 

NATIONAL FILM THEATRE 
South Bank SE1 (0171-928 3232) 
The Maltese Falcon (PG) 2.30pm 
Kind Hearts and Coronets 
(U) 6.15pm The Big Sleep (IS) 
6.20pm, 8.45pm Thank God It’s Bf- 
day: Dlscoland (NC) 

7.30pm The Niklashausen Journey: 
Fassbinder (NC) 8.30pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Snake 
Eyes (15) Tpm Velvet 
Goldmine (18) 3.45pm Twilight 
(15) 6.30pm Fear and Loathing 
In Las Vegas (18) 9pm The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show 
(15) 11.45pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road W6 (0171-420 0100) 
Dead Man (18) 6.30pm + The Ytear 
of the Horse 8.50pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S CINEMA 
(01273-602503) The Philadelphia 
Story (U) 2.45pm * (Pi) (15) I 
5pm, 9.15pm Dear Diary (15) 


; THEATRE 

WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day. times and prices for the week: 
j running times include intervals. • 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
P some prices O — Returns only 
. Matinees — [1 1: Sun. [3|: Tue. (4J: 

, Wed. |5]: Thur. [6]: Fri. [7|: Sat 

O ALARMS ft EXCURSIONS 

1 Michael Frayn’s new comedy aboot 
■ a dinner party which is interrupted 
ter mysterious messages stars 
Fbfidly Kendal and Josie Liwrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5065) ft Picc Circ. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [51(7] 3pm. 

C19.50-E27.50. 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Sucfaet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's 
acclaimed drama. Old Vic The Cut. 
5E1 (0171-928 7616) ■©■Waterloo. 
Mon-Sac 7.30pm. (4) 2.30prr. [7] 
3pm. £7 .50-E30. 180 mins. 

9 ANNIE Rags to riches story of 
the nauseatingiy optimistic orphan. 
Victoria Palace Victoria Street, 

1 SW1 (0171-834 131 7)0 Victoria. 

Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4||7J 2.30pm, (1] 

: 4pm. £7. 50- £32. 50. 165 mins. 

9 ART Larry Lamb, Jack Dee, 
i Tim Healy in Yasmina Reza’s 
i comedy about art and friendship. 
Wyndham’s Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (0171-369 1 736) ft Leic Sq. 
Tue-Sat8pm. (4] 3pm, (7]|1) 5pm, 
£9.50-£27.50. 90 mins. 

» BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Lavish musical based on 
Disney's cartoon version of the 
favourite fairy tale. Dominion 
Tottenham Court Road, W1 (0171- 
656 1888) ftTott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, (51(7) 2,30pm. £18.50- 
£35. ISO mins. 

> BLOOD BROTHERS Willy 
Russell’s long-running Liverpool 
musical melodrama. Phoenix 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -369 
1 733) ft Leic Square. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [5] 3pm. (7( 
4pm. £1 1.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show 
tracing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) ft Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm & 
8.30pm, Sat 5pm 6 8.30pm. 
macs (1) 4pm. £10-£27. half price 
Friday matinees. 1 60 mins. 

I CATS Lloyd Webber’s musical 
version of TS Eliot's poems. 
New London Park er Street. WC2 
(0171-405 0072) ftCovent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [3)17] 3pm, 
£!2.50-£35. 165 mins. 

D CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit 
Broadway musical. Add phi Maiden 
Lane. WC2 (0171-344 0055) 
ft Charing X. Mon-Sat Spm. [41(71 
3pm. E16-E36 (inc booking fee). 

1 30 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 
37 plays- Criterion Piccadilly Circus. 
W1 (0171-369 1747) ft Picc Ore. 
Wed-Sat 8pm. (5] 3pm. [7| 5pm. 

(1 } 4pm. £6-£25. Thur mats an seats 
£10. 120 mins. 

0 DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in thfe new 
stage adaptation. London Apollo 
Hammersmith Queen Caroline 
Street. W6 (0171-416 6022) 
ft Hammersmith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4][7) 2.30pm. £1 0-E32.50. 
150 mins. 

• FAME THE MUSICAL High- 
octane stage vereion of the TV senes. 
Prince of Wbles Coventry Street. W1 
(0171-839 5972) ft Leic Square. 
Mon-Thur 8pm, Fri 5.30pm 
& 8.30pm. Sat 4pm & Spm. ends 
16 Jan. £15-£30. 

O THE GLORY OF LIVING 

Drama set amongst the trailer parks 
of southern America from new 
playwright Rebecca Gilman. 
Royal Court Upstairs (at The 
Ambassadors) West Street. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) ft Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 6 Feb. £10. 
cones £5. 

• GREASE Energetic stage 
version of the hit film. Cambridge 
Eariham Street. WC2 (0171-494 
5080) O Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, (41(71 3pm. E10-E30. 

1 50 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND 

Christopher Cazenove and Susannah 
York in Peter Hall's acclaimed 
production of Wilde's comedy- Lyric 
Shaftesbury Avenue, W1 (0171- 
494 50451 O Pice Cite. Moo-Sat 
7.45pm. J4] 3pm, (7) 4pm, £8.50- 
j £29.50. 165 mins. 

• AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

Stephen Dabby's widely-acclaimed i 
production of JB Priestley's thriller , 
Garrick Charing Cross Road, WC2 
(0171-494 5085) O Leic Sq. 
Mon-Fri 7.45pm. Sat 8.15pm, (4) 
2.30pm, (7J Spm. E10.50-E25. j 
^10 mins. i 

O INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Laplne'e acclaimed musical , 
based on fairy tales. Donmar Wane- \ 
house Eariham Street, WC2 
(0171-369 1732) Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (41(71 2.30pm. . 

£1 5-E27.50. : 

• THE INVENTION OF LOVE j 

Tom Stoppard's play about the life of f 
poet AE Houseman, author of The ‘ 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal, 
Haymarkec Haymarket. SW1 
(0171-930 8800) ft Picc Circ. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4(17] 2.30pm, 
E10-E32.50. I 

• JESUS, MY BOY Tom Conti . 

stars in John Dowie’s alternative 
Christmas show. Apollo , 
Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171- • 

494 5070) ft Picc Ore. Tue-Fri : 
8pm. Sat 5pm ft 8pm, Ml 3pm & 1 

Spm. £5.50-£l8.50. ‘ 

• KAFKA’S DICK Eric Svkes and i 
Julia Mackenzie star in Alan 


0 MISS SAIGON Musical which 
resets the Madam Butterfly tragedy 
to Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street, WC2 {0171- 
494 5060) ft Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sac 7.45pm. (4]{7| 3pm. 

j E5.75-E35. 165 mins. 

1 THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
r Christie's whodunnit St Martin’s 
: Wtest Street WC2 (0171 -336 1 443) 

ft Leic Sq. Mon-Sac Bpm. [3] 

. 2.45pm. [7J 5pm. £lO-£24.50. 

[ 135 mins. 

I O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
i OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Gothic musicaL Her Majesty’s 
Haymarket. SW1 (0171-494 5400) 
ft Pkx Circ Mon-5ar 7.45pm. (4( [7] 
3pm. £10-£35. 150 mins. 

9 RENT Musical inspired by 
1 La Scheme and set in modern dqy 
New York. Shaftesbury Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. WC2 (07000-2 11221) 
ft Hoi bom. Mon-Sat 730pm. (4j[7I 
3pm. £I2.50-£32.50. 160 mins. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE: 

9 OLIVIER- Peter Pan Stephen 
Oliver's music accompanies the tale 
of the Boy Who Would Not Grow Up, 
with Michael Bryant as the 
Storyteller In rep tonight 7.1 5pm. 
ends 20 Feb. 

ft LYTTELTON: Oeo, Camping, 
EmmanueUe and Dick Terry 
Johnson’s new play looks at the 
Carry On actors and recreates 
Sid James, Kenneth Williams and 
Babs Windsor on stage. In rep tonight 
7.30pm. ends 16 Jan. 120 mins. 

O COTTESLOE: Copenhagen 
New drama 'from Michael Frayn 
about the discovery of the atom. 

In rep tonight 7.30pm. ends 27 Jan. 

1 45 mins. 

O NT2000: Strife Barbara Castle 
discusses John Galsworthy’s drama. 
Tonight 6pm. Olivier & Lyttelton: 
£8-£27. Coccesloe: E12-E18. 
NT2000: £4. cones £3. Day seats 
from 10am. South Bank. SE1 
(0171-452 3000). ft Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

ft THE BARBICAN: Measure 
For Measure Stephen Boxer stars in 
Shakespeare's eamimikn of justice, 
in rep tonight 7.15pm. 

ft THE PIT. Bad Weather Robert 
Holman's examination of the 
breakdown in family r el a ti onships. 

In rep tonight 7.15pm. Barbican: 
E5-E26. The Pit: E11-E18.50. 
Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171- 
638 8891). ft Barbican. 

D SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 
Hit 1970s musical featuring 
legendary songs by the Bee Gees and 
starring Adam Garcia. London 
Palladium Argyll Street. W1 (0171- 
494 5020) ft 1 Oxford Circus. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4i(7( 2.30pm. 
£10-£32.50. 135 mins. 

ft THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Briggs's 
contemporary classic- Sadler’s Wells 
At The Peacock Portugal Street. 
WC2 (0171-863 8222) ftHoIbom. 
Tonight 7.30pm. ends 30 Jar.. 
£7.50-£32.50. 

ft STARLIGHT EXPRESS An- 
drew Lloyd Webber's hi-tech 
roller-musical. Apollo Victoria 
Wilton Road. SW1 (0 1 7 1 -4 1 6 6070) 

•ft Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. f3J|7J 
3pm. EI2.50-E30. 150 mins. 

• THE STREET OF CROCODILES 

Bruno Scultz's short stories provide 
the inspiration for Theatre de 
Complicite's acclaimed and absurdist 
drama. Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wt (0171-494 5040) ft Picc Circ. 
Tue-Sat 8pm, [7] 3pm, [1( 5pm. ends 
20 Feb. £6-£25. 

D THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE 

Belinda Lang stars in Alan Ayck- 
bourn's comedy. Duchess Catharine 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5075) 
ft Covent Garden. Mon-Sac 7.45pm. 
[5([7] 3pm, ends 23 Jan. £15- 
£27,50. 140 mins. 

ft VASSA Howard Davies directs 
a new stage version of Maxim 
Gorky’s tale of a matriarch and her 
downtrodden family. Albery 
Sc Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171- 
369 1730) ft Leic Sq. Mon-Sac 
7.30pm. [5J[7] 3pm. ends 27 Mar, 
E5-E29.50. 

O THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke 
of York's) St Martin's Lane, WC2 
(01 71-565 5000) ft Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (4|(7J 3.30pm, | 

£5-£25. 90 mins. 

9 WEST SIDE STORY Brand new ‘ 
production of Bernstein's classic j 
musicaL to recreate the 

feel of the original Broadway hit , 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street, , 
W1 (0171-447 5400) ft Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (5J(7J 3pm, £1 5- i 
E35. 160 mins. - 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND ! 

Lloyd Webber's new musical based * 
on the film of the same name. 1 
Aldwych Aldwych. WC2 i 
(0171-416 6000) ft Holborn. 1 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5|(7J 3pm, £1 0- p 
£32.50. 120 mins. J 

ft THE WOMAN IN BLACK 1 

Susan Hill's dulling ghost story, f 
Fortune Russdl Street, WC2 (01 71- c 
836 2238) O Covenc Garden, f 
Mon-Sac 8pm, [3| 3pm. [7J 4pm, - 
£8.50-£23.50. 110 mins. J 

Theatre | 

BEYOND THE WEST END 5 


first Call, last call 


First Call . 

CROONER-COMEDIAN Bob Dotfne, whose idea of 
sophistication, is a Crimplene suit, was once arts 
editor of Australian Vogue. He’s a performer; an Ozzle 
pQrpj g tn the w»np style of Dame Edna, who harangues 
the autiteoee, siyigp cheesy tunes and gives fashion 
ad vice such as “your collar iszft big enough unless you 
can see it with peripheral vision”. 

The Dome, Brighton (01273 700747) 1 Apr, Y Theatre, 
Leicester. (01162 556507) 10 Apr ; Bloomsbury Theatre, 
London WCl (0171-383 4080) 13-1 5 Apr, Derogate 
Theatre ; Northampton (01604-626 222) 2 May 


« 

m 





SINCE THEIR highly acclaimed. miHion-seUing debut 
album Mosely Shoals was released in 1996, Ocean 
Colour Scene ( right 3 have refused to stand still irnlike 
mar ry of their Brit Pop contemporaries- Nevertheless, 

record company squabbles and rumours of a split have 

made recent times something of a roUer coaster ride for 
the boys from Birmingham. Despite their last album. 
Marcher? Already reaching No. 1 , many felt that fee band 
were a spent force in terms of creativity. However; more 
traditional rock is on the wav and tickets are selling fast 
The Corn! HaO, Dundee (01382 431940) 1 May 


pf 




Theatre 

Countrywide 

BIRMINGHAM 

ALEXANDRA THEATRE A Tale of 
Two Oties Rml Nicholas stars in this 
new musical adaptation of the 
Charles Dickens novel. Mon-Sac 
7.30pm. mats Wed & Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 16 Jan. £7-£24.50. Suffolk 
Street (0121-643 1231) 

BIRMINGHAM REP A Christmas 
Carol Michael Bogdanov directs a 
new adaptation of Charles Dickens's 
Victorian tale of greed and redemp- 
tion. Tonight 7. 1 5pm, ends 16 Jan. 
£7 .25-El 9. cones available. 

BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL The Hoify and tire 
Ivy Tbought-pnreokiiig study of fife 
in a vicarage from Middle Ground 
Theatre. Tonight 7.45pm. £6.50- 
£1 2.50. cones available. Bond Street 
(01273-328488] 

BRISTOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Freebird Jon 
Ivay's black comedy about three 
motorcyle couriers on a dodgy 
mission to Cornwall. Mon-Wed 
7.30pm. Thu-Sst 8pm. mats Sat 
2.30pm. ends 30 Jan. £9. cones £6- 
King Street (01 1 7-987 7877| 


Exhibitions classical 


ABERYSTWYTH 
ABERYSTWYTH ARTS CENTRE 
Here to Stay: Arts Council Collec- 
tion Purchases of The 1990s 
Contemporary art inspired by do- 
TTTp^tirtt T and emuLiy'Olycts. Mon- 
Sat 9am-5pm. ends 30 Jan. free. 
Penglais (01970-623232) 

BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SO- 
CIETY All Zones Off Peak: Tom 
Wood Photographic representation 
of bus journeys. Mgn-Sun 9.30am- 
5.30pm. ends 24 Jan. £2.50. cones 
£1.75. The Octagon Galleries. Mil- 
som Stree: (0 1225-462841) 

BRISTOL 

AKNOLHN1 Secret Victorians A 
vision of the lKa-cennuy presented 
by 20th century ar ti s t s . Mon-Sac 
103tr.-7pm. Sun 1 2riocn-6pm. ends 
31 Jan. free. Narrow Quay (01 17- 
929 9191} 

CAMBRIDGE 

! FTTZW1LL1AM MUSEUM British 
i Watercolours from the Oppe 
i Collection Including works by 
! Tnn:e-' and Constable. Ends 24 Jan. 
j The Society of Three: Whistler. 
> Fantin-Latour and Alphonse Legros 
i Exhibition eccniring the common 
I 5*>iisti£ ground of the three artists. 
! Tue-Se; lOarr-Spr. Sun 2.15pm- 


CANTERBURY i Exhibition exzcnhzag the common 

MARLOWE THEATRE Snow White I styiistic ground of the three artists, 
and the Seven Dwarfs Ex-3IxePs- ! Tue-Se; IDarr-Spr. Sun 2.15pm- 
ter presenter Tim \Tncent gets I Spm. ends 1 4 Feb. free. Trjmping- 
festive. Tonight 7pm. £8-£ 15. ccncs '■ t5" Street :C1523-332SC'C! 


festive. Tonight 7pm. £8-£l 5. ccncs J 
available. The Friars (01227-787767) j 

CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE i 
Joseph and the Amazing ; 
Technicolor Dreamcoat Tbs Rice 
and Andrew Lloyd Webber's Biblical : 
musical. Mon-Thu 2.30pm 6 • 
7.30pm. Fn 6 Sat 5pm £- 5pm. ends ' 
23 Jan. £6.50. ccncs avaiiab:e 
Oakiands Park (01 243-731 2:2} 

IPSWICH 

SIR JOHN MILLS THEATRE Ferry i 
Cross the Waveney Sixties story cf ; 
2 Lowestoft fishmonger who has • 
dreams of knockifl g The Beaues o j: ' 
of the charts. Mon-Sat 7.4?pm. • 
ends 16 Jan. E7.75-ES.50. cor.cs ! 
available. Gacacre Road 
(01473-2114931 

The Norman Conquests: Table | 

Manners Alan A>-ckbourn'scoraed>' ; 
about a planned dirty weekend which ! 
is foiled. Tonight 7. 45ptr. phone fer 1 
prices. Civic Drive (01 473-253725) j 

LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Slngin 1 In ; 
the Rain High water mark of Amer- i 
iean musicals. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
mats Wed & Sat 2 .30pm. ends 6 Feb. 
£7-£19.50. Belgrave Gate (0116- i 
253 9797) , 

NEWBURY 1 

CORN EXCHANGE The Complete \ 
Works of William Shakespeare : 
(Abridged) Reduced Shake^Jeare ] 
Company fast-forward through 37 ; 

plan's. Tonight 7.45pm. £12. cones ! 
£9. Marker Place (01635-522733) ’ 


NORWICH 

THEATRE ROYAL Aladdin East 
Anglia’s biggest pantomime stars 
Desmond Barnt, Christopher 
Cazenove and Niehola McAullffe- 
Today 4pm & 7.30pm. E3-E12.75. 
cones available. Theatre Street 
(01603-630000) 

NOTTINGHAM i 

THEATRE ROYAL Dick Whittington | 
Spectacular panto starring L^iey 1 
Joseph. John Nettles. Jeffrey Holland 
and Hilary Minster. Tonight 7pm, 
ends 23 Jan. £8-£1 5, cones available. 
Theatre Square (01 1 5-989 5555) 

POTTERS BAR 

WYLLYOTTS CENTRE Top Hat and 
Tides Dickensian drama for all the 
family. Today 2pm 6 8pm. £8.95. 
cones £4.95. Darkes Lane (01707- 
645005) 

THE MILL AT SONNDMG Two Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Rome Tue-Sat 8.1 5pm. 
mats Sat 2.15pm, ends 20 Feb. 
£21.95-£32.95 including dinner. 
Sonnirtg Eye (0118-969 8000) 


7pm A Fistful of Dynamite' Bennett's comedy about the 
(18) 11.15pm moribund writer. Piccadilly 


WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
The Add House (18) 6pm. 
8.25pm Little Voice (15) 
6.05pm. 8.35pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
The Fountainhead (PG) 12.30pm 
Fire (15) 5pm Dobermann 
(18) 9.20pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) 

BR: 5 treat ham Hill Ana 1.40pm 
Meet Joe Black 3.40pm. 7.20pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM COITRE (01243- 
786650) The Exorcist 
(25 th Anniversary Rerelease) 
(18) 11. 30pm The Horae Whisperer 
(PG) 2.4 5pm My Name Is 
Joe (15) 6.15pm Ronin 
(15) 8.45pm 

LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (0116-255 4854) 
Elizabeth (15) 3.30pm. 6.15pm 
Storefront Hitchcock (NC) 9pm 


moribund writer. Piccadilly 
Denman Street. W1 (0171-369 
1 734) e- Picc Ore In rep tonight 
Bpm. ends 26 Feb. £12-^30. 

O LORD OF THE FLIES Stage 
version of Wffllain Golding's classic 
tale scboofocys fiving on a deflated 
island. Lyric Hammersmith 
King Street. W6 (0181-741 2311) 
o Hammersmith. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. 
ends 6 Feb. £5-£16. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER 

Alison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in this comedy about three 
sisters returning home for their 
mother's funeral. Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
O Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 15)171 
3pm. £8-E27.50. 

» LES NUSERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's 
masterpiece. Palace Shaftesbury 


LONDON 

ARTS THEATRE Krapp’s Last Tape 
Edward Petherbridge performs 
Samuel Beckett's melacholic piece. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, mats Fri & Sat 
5.30pm. ends 6 Feb. £B-£1 2. Great 
Newport Street. WC2 (0171- 
836 3334) 0 Leicester Square. 

KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON Song at 
TWIIIght Noel Coward's dark 
autobiographical play is directed by 
Sheridan Morley and stars Conn 
Redgrave. Tonight 8pm, ends 24 Jan. 
£12-£13. cones £7. Upper Street, 
NT (0171-226 1916) e Angel. 

TRICYCLE THEATRE The Colour of 
Justice Dramatisation of the Stephen 
Lawrence case. Mon-Fri 8pm. 
5at 4. 1 5pm & 8. 15pm. ends 6 Feb. 
£8-£13.50. Kilburn High Road. 
NW6 (0171-328 1000) « Kilbum. 

YOUNG VIC Arabian Nights 
Collection of magical Eastern tales 
adapted for the stage tty Dominic 
Cooke. Tonight 7pm. ends 23 Jan. 
£7-€l8. The Cut, SE1 f 0 1 7 T - 
928 6363) O Waterloo. 

YOUNG VIC STUDIO Special Qfrer 
A couple play out their relationship 
in a real display bedroom. Mon-Sat 


Avenue, W1 (0171-434 0909) -7.45pm. ends 23 Jan. £8. cones £6. 


O-Ptcc Ore. Mon-Sdt 7.30pm. J5|(7] 
2.30pm. E7-£35. 195 mins. 


The Cut. SEl (0171-928 6363) 
-e- Waterloo. 


SEVEN OAKS 

STAG THEATRE A Sperm Aside 
Existential lore story. Tonight 8pm. 
£8. cones £7. London Road 
(01732-450175) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Winter's Tale Seasonal tale of 
obsessive jealousy directed by 
Gregory Doran. Tonight 7.30pm. 

ends 4 Mar. E7-E30. Waterside 
(01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE Troilus and 
Cressrda Shakespeare's depiction of 
the human spirit undermined by I 
bloody warfere. Tonight 7.30pm, 1 
ends 20 Feb. £5-£30. Waterside , 
(01789-295623) 

TORRINGrON 

PLOUGH ARTS CENTRE King 
Arthur and the Knights of die 
Occasional Table Comedy duo Mag- 
gie Rut and Sue Ryding tackle the 
famous Arthurian legend. Tonight 
8pm. £7-50. cones £7. Fore Street 
(01805-622552) 

WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE 
Murder is Easy Stage adaptation of 
Agatha Christie's murder mystery. 
Man-Sat 8pm. ends 30 Jan. £5. 50- 
El 4.50. cones available. London 
Road (01702-342564) 


! EARN HAM 

i SURREY INSTITUTE OF ART AND 
; DESIGN Trans-parent: Dominique 
Rey ins’jZaim expforma the seareh 
; for gaaal 8 Am:?. r.to-T-rr: 5 50am- 
. 5cm. 5a: : ends 23 Jan. 

: free, ■ 01 252-7 ’0263) 

; LONDON 

ESTORICK COLLECTION Zang 
Tumb Tumb ExhT-ldoc charting the 
echorial pre cucticr. a: :he pjtLris! 

I movemesL iiam-opm. 

■. Sun ’2nocr-5rm. erds ' 1 Apr. 

! £2.50. cares S'.SC.VJS free. 39a 
• Cancrci-. Square. NT ,C: 7 1-704 
. 5=::. ft h.i’r.z.rs « is irgtor.. 

J 

! NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
i British Sporting Heroes Tracing 
j spor: in Brttish crjhure from the 
I lBih.-centu.-y to the present ends 
j 24 Jan. EA.’ccmcs £3. 

I John Kobal Photographic Portrait 
| Award Sbrch annua) exhMnan of 
selected entiles. Ends 1 4 Feb. free. 

, The Arc of Cooking: Barry 
Marsden Photographs of chefs dis- 
played in the cafe. Ends 1 Apr. free. 
Gerald Scarfe Ac The NPG 
Political cariacatures. Mon-Sat 
1 Qam-6pm. Sun 1 2noon-6pm. ends 
6 Apr. free. St Martins Place. WC2 
(0171-306 0055) •■Charing Cross. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Life? 
or Theatre?: The Work of Charlotte 
Salomon Ftawerful paintings made 
between 1940 and 3942. Mon-Thur. Sat 
& Sun 1Gam-6pm. Fri 10am-8.30pm. 
ends 17 Jan. £5.50. UB4Q/OAP 
£4.50. NUS £4. child 12-18 £2.50. 
child 8-11 £1. Burlington House. 
Piccadilfy. W1 (0171-300 8000) 

«• Green Park. 

TATE GALLERY John Singer Sar- 
gent Comprehensive exhibition de- 
voted to the paintings of tbe 
19th-century artist Ends 1 7 Jan. £6, 
cones £4. 

Arc Now 16: Something is Miss- 
ing - Jean-Marc Bustamante Ex- 
ploring international cities in 
photographs. Ends 31 Jan, free. 
Turner in the Alps Works on paper 
made on Turner's first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 1 4 Feb. free. 

, In Celebration: The Art of The 
Country House Paintings and sculp- 
ture, including work by Canaletto, i 
Stubbs and Holbein. Mon-Sun 1 0am- 
5.50pm. ends 28 Feb. free. Millbank. ' 
SW1 (0171-887 8000) ■©■ Pimlico. , 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM ( 
Grinling Gibbons and the Arc of 
Carving Celebrating the work of tbe 
17th-century woodcarver Ends 24 ■ 

Jan. J 

Picasso's Ladles: Wendy Ifemsttaw { 
Pretious-ozetaJ jewellery: Ends 15 ] 

Fe * > ' j 

Elsewhere - Photographs from 
The Americas and Asia: Henri ( 
Cartier-Bresson Lesser-known f 
subjects by the 90 year-old photog- f 
raphec Ends 12 Apr. 

Silver and Syrup: a Selection from < 
The Collection Work by leading c 
photographers throughout history. £ 
Mon 12noon-5-45pm, Tue-Sun T 
10am-5.45pra, ends 31 Jul. £5. 
cones £3. disabled/UB40/memsf 
after 4.30pm free. Cromwell Road. 
SW7 (01 71 -938 8441 ) 

d South Kensington. 


CARDIFF 

ST DAVID’S HALL BBC National 
Orchestra of WaleVWiggJeswoith 
Music by Russian composers 
including Tchaikovsky's pathetujue 
Symphony. Tonight 7.30pm. £1 0.50. 
The Hayes (01 222-878444) 

LONDON 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL BBC 
Symphony Orchestra/Davis 
Messiaen's Poemes pour Mi and 
Eclairs sur l*aa Dela. Tonight 
7.30pm. £1 1. cones £6 from 0171- 
638 8891 - 

Naki Hakim Messiaen's La natnnte 
a'u Seigneur for organ. Tonight 
10pm. E5. Cones £3 from 01 71-638 
8891 . Victoria Street. SW1 (0171- 
344 4444] ■& YJestmlnster. 

W1GMORE HALL Alice Neary The 
epni«i in recital including Schnittke 
and Beethoven Sonatas. Tonight 
7.30pm. E6-E12. Wigmore Street. 
W1 (01 7 1 -935 2 1 4 1 ) ■©■ Bond St. 

OXFORD 

SKELDOMAN THEATRE English 
Concert/Pinnock Concertos by 
Handel and Vivaldi. Tonight Spm. 
£ 1 0 - £ 30 . Broad Street 
(01865-261384) 


OPERA 


LONDON 

LYRIC STUDIO Vanessa Samuel 
Barber's opera receiving a belated 
UK premiere. Tonight Bpm. 
£IC-£!3. cones £5. King Street. 
W6 {0181-741 2311) e Hammer- 
smith. 

SADLER'S WELLS The Golden 
Cockerel New production by the 
Royal Opera of Rimsky-Korsakov, 
directed by Tim Hopkins. Tonight 
7pm. £7.50- £60. Rosebery Avenue. 
EC1 »01 7 1-863 800010- Angel. 


Dance 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM English 
National Ballet: OndereOa Michael 
Corder’s award-winning pro duction . 
Tonight 7.30pm (Ponomarenko/ 
Armand). £2.50-£39.50. St Martin's 
Lane, WC2 (0171-632 8300) 
-9- Leicester Square. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL The 
Royal Ballet: Romeo And Juliet 
Prokofiev’s score, MacMillan's 


EVENTS 


LONDON 

WEST LONDON ANTIQUES AND : 
fine ART FAIR Featuring leading / 
British dealers w ho a ttar 
range of period funrdur^ min ou, ce- . . 
ramies, glass, textSak dodte aa&L 
jewellery. Kensington town ffeW 
Hornron Street W8 (0171-937 
5464) •& High St Kensington. Today ■ 

1 iam-8pm. Sat 11am>7pto. Sun . 

1 lam-5pm. ends 1 7 Jan. £5. (Jjftd - 
(under 1 4) free. ■ • • . 

OOH! WHAT A CARRY ON; ' 
EXHIBITION A celebration aT forty j 
years of great Britisb came^yfrotu 
the Carry On team. Museum of the 
Moving Image (MOW) South Bar*-_ 
SEl (0171-928 3535)DWbte4oo-. 
Mon-Sun 10am-&xn (last adm. 
5pm). ends 19 May. £625. NUS . 
£5.25. cones £4.50, under 5s free, 
family ticket £1 7. 


SHOW BUSINESS EXHIBITION 


opera, ballet and Bm, a ewetad by 
Charies Spencer National Theatre; 
Lyttelton South Bank SEi 
(0171-452 3000) + Waterloo. 
/Mon-Sat 10am- 1 1pm. free." 

ADVENTURE *99 ~ TIC DAftY 
TELEGRAPH TRAVEL JlND 
SPORTS SHOW Covering zdl a^iects : 
of advenhme travel andawto from s. 
white water rafting in Scotland to IT 1 
polo in Pakistan, Olympias'* 
Hammersmith Road W14 (0171- 
244 0950) 9 Olympia. 1 0am-6pm. ' 
ends 1 7 Jan, £6. £5 adv. 

SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE 
EXHIBITION Learn about its re- . 
mndni(fihii iiiiil) i h ff|tR HMMhini 
Southwark. Shakespeare Globe 
Exhibition New Globe Walk SEl 
(0171-902 1 500) -G- London Bridge 
Mon-Sun 1 0am-5pm, guided tours 
every half hour, £5. cones £4. chad • 

£3. family £14. 

VOTMBORNE • 

TIBETAN BUDDHIST RETREAT 
Three day residential retreat in 
Dorset, with His Holiness tbe 12th 
Gyalwang Dnrnkpa. Gaunts House 
(0181-964 2337) Ends 17 Jan. 
£160. cones £110 (full board). 


MUSIC 

Pop 


choreography and Georgiadas’ 
designs. Tonight 7.30pm 
(Guillem/Cope). E10-E48. South 


Bank. SEl (0171-960 4242) 
■ft Waterloo. 


Literature 


LONDON 

BOOKBINDING 1998 Examples 
from the 1998 Bookbinding 
Competition, plus short-listed novels 
for the 1998 Booker Prize for Fiction. 
British Library Foyer Euston Square 
NW1 (01 71 -412 7760) 

ft Euston/KIngs Cross. Mon. 
Wed-Fri 9.30am-6pm. Tue 9.30am- 
8pm. Sat 9.30am-5pm, Sun J 1 am- 
5pm, free. 


BODMIN 2 

MARTIN CARTHY Huge respected? 
Briti s h folk veteran. The Garland Ox 
Higher Bore Street (01 637-880394) 
Tonight 8.1 5pm, phone for prices. 

LONDON 

THE OFFSPRING, THE FlYING 
M FTH fl l I IONS CaKforutHn aka^fn yd 
p tinkers play their latest album, 
Americana. Brlxton Academy 
Stockwell Road SW9 (0171- 
771 2000) ft Brixton. Tonight 
8pm. £11. 

BARNES BLUES BAND featuring 
top Southern Blues exponents Papa 
George and Bobby Tench. 
Bull’* Head Lonsdale Road SW1 3 
(0181-8765241) BR: Barnes Bridge. 
Tonight 8pm. £5. 

HOLLY GOUGHTLY. THE BASH 
BRANIGANS. VAL’S BASEMENT 
The notable beat queen and 


Comedy 


OXFORD 

JONGLEURS OXFORD Dave Johns, 
Andrew Murrell, San Franciscan 
stand-up Aij Barken Manty Knight 
Tonight 7.45pm. Hythe Bridge Street 
(0845-6081818) £10. 

LONDON 

BOUND ft GAGGED AT THE FOX 
BoothbyGrafibe. Simon Evans, Nick 
Willy MC Tterry Aldertan. Tonight 
9.15pm. Green Lanes. N13 (0171- 
483 3456) BR: Palmers Green. £6. 
cones £4: m'strip: £2. NUS 50p. 

PHAT FRIDAYS AT HACKNEY EM- 
PIRE The very best of Black 
comedy. Tonight 8.30pm, Mare 
Street, E8 (0181-985 2424) 
BR: Hackney Central. £9 adv 
£11 door. 


CLUBS 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM 19th 
Century French Drawings Recent 
acquisitions alongside familiar 
major drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 

The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
dating from the 16 th to the early 20th 
century- Tue-Sat I0am-4pm. Sun 
2pm-4pm. ends 21 Mar. free. 
Beaumont Street (01865-278000) 

STIVES 

5T IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics and a 
selection of contemporary wort 
English Roots: Eric Cameron 
Thousands of layers of paint 
surrounding organic objects 
Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Sculpture linking St Ives with 
Montserrat, the artist's birthplace. 
Mon-Sat 1 1 am- 7pm. Sun 1 lam- 
5pm. ends 1 1 Apr. £3.50, cones £2. 
Porthmeor Beach (01 736-796226) 


BRIGHTON 

PUSSYCAT AT THE ZAP CLUB 
Rob Tissera spins house. Tonight 
10.30am-4arn. £7. Kings Road 
Arches (01273-202407) 

LONDON 

ROTATION AT SUBTERANIA Swing, 
hiphopandsoul.lbnighc I 0 pni- 3 ar£ 
Acklam Road. W10 (0181,960 
4590) ft Ladbroke Grove. £8. 

STARSKY AND HUTCH AT THE 
ARCHES Disco, funk and souL 

SfSiftsr-asTSs; 

?.B0p g mE7 £ ’ 0 ' 

NORWICH 

THE THATCHER YEARS AT THF 
WATERFRONT Nostalgia for uS 

19B0S? Apparently 

groove in the Studio. Tonight 9 30om 

2 am. £ 4 . cones £ 3 . 50 ^bn R itSL 
(01603-63271 7j 8itfWt 


with swirly beat-punkers in support 
Dublin Castle Parkway, NW1 (0171- 
378 6095) ft Camden town. Tonight 
8.30pm, £5, cones £3.50. 

BIG JOE LOUIS AND HIS BUIES 
KINGS Classic Chicago blues from »X 
vocalist Louis and harmonica Mu 
sidekick George Suereet Station ' 
Tavern Bramley Road W10 (0171- 
ZV *053) ft Latimer Road. Tonight 
8.30pm, phone for prices. 

SONNY GEORGE Tennessee honky- 
tonk rockabilly sensatio^. 
The Weavers Arms Newington 
Green Road N1 (0171-226 6911) 
ft Highbury ft Islington. Tonight 
o.3upm. £5. 

Music 

Jazz, World, folk 

brackmell 

TINA MAY/NIKKI ILES Emnathic 
TOc^and piano partnership, south 

mi SPIEi 50001 Hm 

Tonight 8pm. £7, 

cones £6. 

Brighton 

JNDrea VJCARi band Contem- 

wiiftaisssaai 

ttg: 7305 ’ 5 ^^ 

LONDON 

MOSE auisqn TRIO Whimsical US 

2S5i±« tt,e * “ for an °ther 
Ex P r essJaa aub 
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RADIO 1 

(9ZB-9&8MHZ FM ) 

6J30 Toe Bail 9.00 Simon Maya 
tSLOO Kevin Greening. 2.00 
Mark RadcRffe. 440 Chris 
Moyles. (WH> Pete Tongs Essen- 
tial Selection. 9.00 Judge Jules. 
tU>0 Westwood - Radio 1 Rap 
Show. 2.00 Fabio and Grooverid- 
er. 4^)0 - 7«0O Emma B. 

RADIO 2 
(88-902MHZ FM } 

0*00 Sarah Kennedy. 7.30 Wake 
Up to Wogan. 9.30 Ken Bruce. 
12.00 Jimmy Young. 2.00 Ed 
M Stewart 5415 Des Lynam. 7.00 A 
: Very British Story: Michael Freed- 
land presents a four-part personal 
exploration of the British film in- 
dustry over the last sixty years. In 
the second programme, he takes 
a look at some of Britain's great 
| cinematic successes, from The 
Private Life of Henry Vlir to 'Gand- 
hT and 'Chariots of Fire’. With con- 
tributions from Lord Puttnam, 
Michael Winner, Bryan Forbes, Pe- 
ter Rogers and Sir Sidney Samuel- 
soa 7.30 Friday Nighrt Is Music 
N$hrt. 945 Frankenstein. See Pick 
of the Day. 9.30 Listen to the 
Band. 104)0 David Jacobs. 

10,30 Sheridan Morley. 124)0 
Lynn Parsons. 44)0 - 64)0 Lata 
Sharma. 

RADIO 3 

(902-924MHZ FM ) 

64)0 On Air. 

94)0 Masts rworka. 

ALSO Artist of the W&ek. 

114)0 - 114)1 Sound Stories. 
,124)0 - 124)1 Composer of the 
Weak: Rimsky-Korsakov. 

•LOO The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
l cert 

_ 2.00 The BBC Orchestras. 

44)0 Music Restored. 
r&jMS Music Machine. 

[ iA 5>O0 In Tuna 

fS’MO Visions - the Music of Olivier 
[=.£ Messiaen. Live from Westminster 
•j Cathedral, presented by John 
j^Tusa, the BBC Symphony Ordhes- 
■^tre launch their annual weekend of 
^concerts. This year, they celebrate 
: |jlhe fife and work of French master 
#0frvJer Messiaen. Conductor An- 
Davis, Rosemary Hardy (so- 
10 ). Messiaen: Poemes pour 
See Pick of the Day. 

IQ Messiaen and Religion. Mas- 
■Jriaen created an extraordinary 


Pick of the Day 


STARTING TODAY, there's a 
chance to experience a new 
adaptation of Mary Shelley's 
classic Frankenstein ( 9 . 15 pm 
RZ), albeit in disappointingly 
short weekly episodes. Sir 
Denrfr Jacobi (right) gives a fresh 
reading of Shelley's ideas-driven 
Gothic fable about a Genevan 
natural philosophy student who 
transforms bits of corpses into 
an icon of man-made misery. 


The BBC Symphony 
Orchestra's annual weekend-long 
celebration of a 20 th-century 
composer is devoted this year 
to Olivier Messiaen. Tonight 
in Visions (730pm and 10pm 
R3). concerts at Westminster 
Cathedral include the early love 
songs, Poemes pour Mi, and 
his final work, the monumental 
Eclairs sur i’An-Dda. 

Dominic Cavendish 



soundworld inspired by his pas- 
sion for birdsong and his deep 
Catholic faith. This is the first of 
two interval programmes investi- 
gating the man behind the music. 
845 Concert, part 2. Messiaen: 
Eclairs sur i'au-deia. 

9-35 Postscript Paul Neuberg 
concludes his exploration of the 
Communist project which sought 
to use the arts to remould peo- 
ple's minds. 5: ‘Born of Betrayal 1 . 

In eastern Europe, writers and 
artists moved from postwar fer- 
vour to a sense of betrayal after 
Staiin's death in 1953 Their call for 
an end to lies and oppression fi- 
nally precipitated the Hungarian 
Uprising of 1956 against the Com- 
munist regime 

104)0 Visions: the Music of Olivi- 
er Messiaen. Live from Westmin- 
ster Cathedral. London. Naji 
Hakim (organ). Messiaen: La na- 
tivite du Seigneur. Hakim is Messi- 
aen^ distinguished successor at 
La Trinite, the Parish church where 
Messiaen himself was organist 
See Pick of the Day. 
tl.10 Offenbach. 

11 -30 - tL31 Jazz Century. 

12 4)0 Composer of the Wbek: 
Poulenc. 

14)0 • 6.00 Through the Night 

RADIO 4 

(92.4-94.6MHz FM } 

64)0 Today 

94)0 NEWS; Desert Island Discs. 
9.45 Serial: The Doctor, the De- 
tective and Arthur Conan Doyle, 

<R) 

104)0 NEWS; Wbmarfe Hour. 


fLOO NEWS; Sentimental Jour- 
ney. (R) 

11.30 The Oldest Member. 

12.00 NEWS; You and Yours. 

12.57 Weather. 

14)0 The World at One 

1.30 Screen Test 

24)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: The Girl 
From Clare. 

3.00 NEWS; Logged On. 

3J30 Tales from the Village. 

3.45 This Sceptred Isle 
44)0 NEWS; Open Book. 

4.30 The Message. 

5.00 PM. 

5.57 WBather. 

6.00 Six O'Clock News. 

6.30 The Ghost of Number Ten. 

7.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. Mark Lawson with 
the arts programme, including the 
verdict on the latest book by the 
American queen of the forensic 
thriller, Patricia ComwelL 

7.45 Lady Susan. Drama: 'Lady 
Susan' by Jane Austen. Adapted 
by Lavinia Murray. With Harriet 
Waiter and Maggie Steed Director 
Jocelyn Boxall (5/10). 

8.00 NEWS; Any Questions?. 
Jonathan Dimbleby is joined at 
Lancaster University; Lancashire, 
by Martin Bell MP; Lady Eames, 
president of the Mother's Union; 

Ian McCartney, Minister of State, 
Department of Trade and Industry; 
and Lord Tebbit 

8.45 Letter from America. Alistair 
Cooke with another slice of Ameri- 
cana. 

9.00 NEWS: The Friday Play: 

Life's A Sport By Mick Martin. 


Gerard Clarke, rugby player and 
one of the finest ever forwards, is 
on the brink of international star- 
dom. After a medical in prepara- 
tion tor the British tour of 
Australia, he discovers that he has 
contracted HIV. With his existence 
under threat will he stop at noth- 
ing to protect his dream? With 
Ralph Ineson and Andy Cry er. Di- 
rector Pauline Harris, 

104)0 The World Tonight With 
Robin Lustig. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Nana. 
Juliet Stevenson reads Emile Zo- 
la’s novel (10/15). 

11.00 NEWS; Late Tackle. Eleanor 
Oldroyd and guests discuss the 
week's sporting issues. 

11.30 Sporting Philanthropists. 
124)0 News. 

12410 The Late Book: Last Re- 
sort 

12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

1.00 As World Service. 

5410 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast 
&40 Inshore Forecast 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 Leisure Update. 

5.56 . 6.00 WOather. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

9.45 - 10.00 Worship 124)0 - 
124)4 News; Shipping Forecast 
5.54 - 5.57 Shipping Forecast 
11.30 - 64)0 Parliament 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(69a 909kHz MW ) 

64)0 Breakfast 

9.00 Nicky Campbell. 

12.00 The Midday News. 

14)0 Ruscoe and Co. 


44)0 Drive. 

74)0 News Extra. 

7430 Alan Green's Sportsnight 
Alan Green and his studio guests 
discuss the weekfc sporting issues 
and look ahead to another sport- 
fined weekend. Plus news of the 
nights Nationwide League action. 

10.00 Late Night Live, Insight and 
comment on the day’s big issues 
with Brian Hayes. Including Pa- 
pertalk, 1030 Sport 1100 News. 
11.15 The Financial World Tonight 

I- 00 Up Ail Night 
54)0 - 64)0 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(1000-1015MHZ FM ) 

8.00 Henry Kelly. 12.00 Re- 
quests. 24)0 Concerto: Gfiere: 
Harp Concerto. Rachel Masters, 
City of London Sinfbnia/Richard 
Hickox. 34)0 Jamie Crick. 6.30 
Newsnight 74)0 Smooth Classics 
at Seven 9.00 Evening Concert: 
Bach: A Musical Offering, 

BWV1079L Accademia Bizantina. 
Vivaldi: Gloria in D. Elizabeth 
Vaughan (soprano), Janet Baker 
(mezzo), Choir of King's College, 
Cambridge, ASMF/David Will- 
cocks. Beethoven: Piano Concer- 
to No 4 in G. Fou Ts'ong, Sinfonia 
Varsovia/ Jerzy Swoboda. 114)0 
Alan Mann 2.00 Concerto. 3.00 
- 6.00 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 Tf97- 1260kHz MW OSSMHz FM ) 

6.30 Chris Evans: 930 Bobby 
Hain. 14)0 Nick Abbot 4.00 Har- 
riet Scott 74)0 Wheels of SteeL 

II- 00 Janey Lee Grace. 24)0 - 

6.00 Steve Power. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

1.00 The Wbrld Today. 1.30 
Meridian (Books). 24)0 The World 
Today. 2.30 People and Politics 

3.00 The World Today. 34)0 
Sports Roundup. 3.30 World 
Business Report 3.45 Insight 
44)0 The World Today. 4.30 
Weekend. 5.00 The World Today. 

5.30 - 64)0 My Century. 

TALK RADIO 

64)0 David Banks and Nick Fer- 
rari 94K) Scott Chisholm. 1.00 
Anna Raeburn. 3.00 OK to Talk. 
SjDO The Sports Zone. 84)0 
Jackie Mason - Live from New 
York. 10.00 Dave Barrett's 
Phone-In with the Midnight Psy- 
chic. 24)0 - 6.00 Mike Dickin. 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREMIER 

6-00 Drawl (1984) (82970863), 745 
Amy (1981) (48431329) 0.30 Empire of 
the Sun (1987) (257496). 12-00 Project X 
(1987) (819776). 145 Amy (081) 
(<0340115). 3.30 Empire of the Sim 

(»87) v (471028). «4H» Prpject X (1987) 
(88467)8-00 In Levs and Ytar (1996) 
(83912). VMM) The Fan (1996) (091221). 
See Pick of the Day. 1L50 Dead Man 
■ Walking (1995) (574134). 12470 Fargo 
(1996) (250142). V40 The Passion of 
Darkly Noon (1895) (638603). 320 - 
64)0 Swimming with Sharks (1994) 
(42343581) 

SKYMOVKMAX 

ZOO The WM in the Wltows (096) 
; |P®Q9).flLOO Address Unknown (1996) 
^mZ34) HOO Godrila vs Megaton fl076) 
(9*86). 100 Blue Rodeo (1996) (80270). 
3470 Address Unknown (1996) (12844). 
SjDO The Whd in the Wfflows (096) 
(48679). ZOO preview (3486V 7-30 UK 
Tbp Ten (6825V BjOO Femmes Fatales 
(Zakses Pfc#r of the Day. &30 Movie 
-Magic (1641). 9470 The Jerky Boys (895) 
(60573) 1040 Private Paris (1996) 
05827973). 12.20 Twin Town (897) 
(345264V 24)0 Grumpier OH Men (895) 
(33168)3*40 Next Stoft Greenwich Vi- 
fege (1976) (622968) 130 - 74)0 Blue 
Rodoo (096) (64719V 
SKY CINEMA 

4470 Five Card Stud p968) (8952196). 
64)0 The Pink Jungle (868) (7330009). 
8470 the Big Clock (848) (7335554V 
10.00 Burnt (868) (824879V +L55 
The Drowning Pool (875) (7236009). 

L45 Damien - Omen fl (878) (8895264V 
335 About Mrs Leslie (1954) (8853974). 
WaptaBB. 

HtHFOOR 

6470 'Short Attention Span Cinema 
(7215283) 8470 Wfcterctance (1992) 
(722702% 104)0 Sirens (894) 

.0I73554) 1L35 Kama Sutra: a Tate of 
"Jbva (1896) (5988283V 12-00 Simple 
Ben £992) (73721871) 3.15 • 6470 Car- 
ta* Song (898) (64373413). 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
4470 Flex Hurts Rshtng Adventures 
(1892t1SV 44*0 VltetariS World (1888399V 
54K7 FUgMins (1335080) 5*30 Htetoryb 
Turning Points (1812979) 6470 Animal 
Doctor (802592). 630 Htntere 
(229920^. 130 Beyond 2000 (189902BV 
8410 Outback Adventures (864582V 
830 Uncharted Africa (050399) 9470 
Shark Hunters (9278370). 104H> Body 


PICK OF THE Day 


WHAT WITH Than Drioer, t&ng 
of Comedy, The Untouchables, 
Cape Fear and GoodFellas, 
Robert De Niro has a peerless 
CVasa screen psycho. He adds 
to his portfolio with The Fhn 
( 10 pm Sky Premier), a stylish 
offering from Tony Scott 
(Crimson Tide, Enemy of the 
State). De Niro plays a stalker 
contemplating murder as a 
way of ensuring his hero's 
(Wesley Snipes, right) place in 
his beloved baseball team. 


guards (9288757V tlOO Weapons of War 
(9535793V 12.00 P Company (3882245V 
tOO Hfetoryfe TUning Points (4064264V 
130 FSghHtoe (9406055V 24» Close. 

SKY ONE 

7470 Count Duckuta (47757). ZOO The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (40488V 
830 HoHywood Squares (23202V 9XHJ 
Saly Jessy Raphael (4 6669V 10470 The 
Oprah Winfrey Show (55776) fLOO 
GuBtyi (35912). 124)0 Jenny Jones 
(44009V 14H7 M ad abo ut Tfou (46026V 
130 Jeopardy (57S73). 2470 SaBy Jessy 
Raphael (80298). 3470 Jenny Jones 
(367571 4J00 Gutty! (78592V 5470 Star 
Trek - Deep Space Mne (7689). 6470 
Married with CWdren (4221V 630 
Friends (5573V 7470 The Simpsons (8318V 
730 The Simpsons (1757V 0470 Beal the 
Crusher (98488V 9470 The Wfericfe Most 
Dangerous Animals 3 (57450V 10470 
Cops (88009V 11470 Friends (79221V 
1130 Star Trek - Deep Space Mne 
(18028). 1230 Hghtancter (n606V 130 • 
7470 Long Play (&93B264V 
SKY SPORTS 1 

630 Futures ii Sport (43467V 7470 Sky 
Sports Centre (M015O9V 745 Worid 
wrestling Federation Superstars 
(248554V 845 Sky Sports Centre 
(4268080V 830 Racing News (81841). 
94)0 Aerobics - Oz Style (94991V 3*30 
You’re on Sky Sports (2 3t15V 10 -00 
FootbaB League Review (97773). tlOO 
Fufbol MmdteJ (75842). 1130 European 
Tour GoH (887950V 230 What a Vteek- 


Jodie Foster, who famously 
appeared alongside De Niro in 
Taxi Driver, has always been 
distinguished by the intelligent 
care with which she has played 
her roles - most notably in her 
two OscaMrinningpa*«rrnan^ 
in The Accused and The Silence 
of the Lambs. Now she is 
making a name for herself as a 
Hollywood director and is profiled 
in tonight's Femmes Fatales 
(8pm Sky Moviemax). 

James Rampton 



end (9554V 3470 The Rugby Club 
(15047V 4470 Trans World Sport (34654V 
5470 Futbof Muncfial (6592V 530 What 
a Weekend (3370V 630 Sky Sports 
Centre (35950) 7470 European Tour Golf 
(984202V 10470 Sky Sports Centre 
(2S00SV tt4J0 HoW the Back Page 
(90405V 12470 Sky Sports Centre 
(93332V 1-00 Wbrld Wresting (17993V 
330 Hold the Back Page (50531V 4470 
Sky Sports Centre (38045V 5470 H20 
(15992V 530 - 0470 Moto-pJus (34448). 
SKY SPORTS 2 

7470 Aerobics - Oz Style (9652370) 730 
international Cricket Austraia v England 
(3828486) 11470 International Cricket 
South Africa v West todies (4650844) 
330 International Cricket AustraSa v 
sEngtand (2376757V 6470 Wild Spirits 
(R52009V 030 Moto-pkis (4176669) 

7470 Friday Night FbatbaJ Chester vs 
Brighton (7653641V 10470 GOtetts World 
Sport Special (B110757V 1030 Ford Golf 
USA (4180663V 3470 Friday Mght Foot- ‘ 
bal Chester vs Brighton (8118210). 4.00 ■ 
64)0 Basketbal Blmiin^iam Butets vs 
Sheffield Sharks (5171513V 
SKY SPORTS 3 
1130 Futures In Sport (6210S399V 
12470 Trans Wbrld Sport (B8011775V 
lOO Ffeh TV: Tight Lines (680S7T96V 
2470 Bobby Chariton's Footbaf Scrap- 
book (21266487V 330 Ford Goff USA 
(77328399). 630 QSetla World Sport 
Special (42679009). 6470 International 
Cricket South Africa vs West Indies 


(50694844V 730 International Cricket 
AustraSa vs England (96630H5V «MTO 
World Wresting (82108480. 12470 Close 

EUROSPORT 

730 Rally: Total Granada Dakar 99 
(8666QV 8470 Snowboaidteg (70221) 
9410 Biathlon (29009). 1030 Raly: Total 
Granada Dakar 99 (96573V H4M7 Alpine 
SkSng (54778) 1230 Luge (29399) 1470 
Motor Sports (17554) 24)0 Tennis (41370). 
330 Biathlon (33202) 540 Snowteard- 
ing (W87) 6470 Alpine SkHng (37318) 
7470 Tennis (7(8202) 930 Redly: Total 
Granada Dakar 99 (32363). 10470 Besting 
(46405) 11470 Xtrem Sports: Ybz Action 
(83573) 12470 Rally: Total Granada 
Dakar 99 (28087) 1230 Ctoea 

UK GOLD 

74)0 Crossroads (9735991) 730 
Neighbours (9075950) 7.55 EastEnders 
(1913000). 630 The SB (8364660) 04)0 
The Bin (8355912V 930 The House of 
Eliott (2304115) 1030 Angels (8351198V 
11.00 Dates (0778031 J. «35 Neigh- 
bours (98565979) 1235 EastEnders 
(7472283) 14MD Juftet Bravo (4844844) 
2470 Dates (1984592) 235 The 8U 
(1404009V 335 The Bill (6624776) 3.55 
EastEnders (3328979) 430 Angels 
(1890757) 5.00 All Creatures Great and 
Smafl (1356573) 6470 Dynasty 
(4824080) 74H7 The Comedy Alterna- 
tive: May to December (9608202) 740 
The Comedy Alternative: It Ain't Half 
Hot, Mum (1707950) 630 The Comedy 


Alternative: Yes, Mnister (3597912) 9470 
Men Behaving Badly (4611757) 930 
Knowing Me, Knowing You- with Alan 
Partridge (3295080) 1030 Ruby Vttex 
Meets-. Burt Reynolds (2119047) 1035 
The Bill (1973283) 1135 The Bfll 
(9400467) 1135 Dr Who Omnibus 
(5388573) 130 Blakefe Seven 
(4538413) 230 Best, of the OkJ Grey 
Whistle Test (1426719) 3470 ■ 7470 
Shopping with Screenshop (2608516) 
LIVING 

630 Tsiy and Crew (49654680) 630 
Phflbartthe Frog (29530776) 630 John- 
son and Friends (84338592) 635 Tiny 
Tates (17762009) 630 Poka Dot Shorts 
(17776202) 7470 Practical Parentng 
(5036844) 7475 Professor Bubble 
@010825) 730 Caflou (5940318) 735 
Bug Alert (6080554) 735 Practical Par- 
enting (6564370) 830 Barney and 
Friends (2752399) 830 Thy Tates 
(7270370) 835 Tiny and Crew ( 8621080 ) 
830 Practical Parenting (9T3037Q) 9470 
Diet Show (2763 950) 93 0 The 
Roseanne Show (3772738) 10410 The 
Jerry Springer Show (6520283) 1030 
Maury Fovtch (5277950) 1L40 Living Is- 
sues (56T78592) 12-10 Animal Rescue 
(71369757) 1230 Rescue 911 
(13467844) 140 Special Babies 
(23(45283) 130 Beyond BeSef. Fact or 
Fiction (79310554) 240 LA Law 
(3366979) 340 Living Room (7S8566Q) 
4470 Mtehaal Cote (488928% 430 
Rotonda @352757) 5^U7 Ready. Steady, 
Cook (7513950) 645 The Jerry Springer 
Shew (17T8979) 735 Rescue 9h 
(4908689) 735 Animal Rescue 
(9381009) 8470 Mutisr Cal (7322QBQ) 
9470 Film: A Cry to the Dark (1988) 
(5664405) tuo Sex Life Down Under 
(5383221) 1230 CJosa 
THT 

9470 WCW Nttro on TNT (26026432) 

H35 WCW Niro (25858060) 130 Shaft 
tB71) (59422531) 345 The Stems (1973) 
(76370603) 5yOO Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

7470 Clueless (4370) 730 Desmoncfe 
(8689) 8470 Roseanne (5478) 830 
Newsradto (9825) 9.00 Cybi] (81080) 
930 Vic Reeves’ Big Night Out (12009) 
10470 Fffans Delirious (1891) (75860) 
12470 LatB Night with David Lstterman 
(9T9W) 1470 Taxi (94500) 130 The 
Critic (tT7TB) 2470 Dr Katz (10697) 230 
Soap (95332) 3470 Wings (97264) 330 
reghtstand (13784) 430 Close. 


regional Television Variations 



BBd N IRELAND 

A* 8BC1- London except; 630 

Newstine 630 (221) 

BBC1 -SCOTLAND 

As B8C1 London except; 235 
LucH is Famh (Mouse and Mote) 
BSH8738L 330 Orah agus Rarman 
/Song and Rhyme) (994219^040 m 
Padraig Post (Postman Pat) POTKJfOV 
6470 News (641) 630 Reporting Scot- 
tod; Weather (?2T) 

BBC1 WALES A ' 

As BBC1 London except 630 
; Todav (221) 1235 FfeniThO 
.bfrD&lne (9876500) 130 Joins 
News » (1317210). 

As Carlton except: l^-^OAngfia 
News and Weather (6842831) 1.00 

Sa^Vbur Bacon (1296554) 135 Home 

and Away (6534408^^-°® 

-Springer Show (2873699) 330 An^a 

Stwtiand Street (3959842) 600 Home 
and Away (767641) 035 AnfifaN®*j 
(Stno9).iq30 Angte Newsaod v ^ h ' 

« (8H370) tL30 &b 
Campus (41757) 12-30 Pirate TV 


(23806) 1470 Film: When Eight Bate 
Toll (493852) 235 The Haunted Fish- 
tank (28413) 345 New Baywatch 
(4636606). 4.00 Trisha (58061) 530 
Coronation Street (15516) 

CENTRAL 

As Csrfton except: 1230 Central 
News and Weather (8942031) 130 
wish Ybu Were Hera-? (BT34) 330 
Central News (2950573) 530 Shortland 
Street (3959842) 530 News; Weather 
, 630 Home and Away 

635 Central News and 

weather ®H009) W30 Central News 
and Wfeather (811370) H30 Tates from 
the Crypt (74399)1230 Short Story 
Cinema (5594852) 430 Jobflnder 
(4883087) 530 Asian Eye (4H3697) 

HTV WALES ^ _ 

As Cartion excepts KUO This 
34109115) 1245 HTV News 

, 130 Wbh You Were Hem..? 
1*35 Home and Away 
(65344080) 230 The Jwry Springer 
Show (2873689) 330 HTV News and 
Weather (2950573) 540 A Country 
Practice P959842) 530 Home and 
Away (767641) 935 Wales Tonight 
(611009) 1030 HTV News ($11370) 


1130 Millennium (41757) 1230 Pirate 
TV (23806) 1470 Film: When Eight 
Belle Ton (493652) 235 The Haunted 
Ftehtank (28413) 335 New Baywatch 
, 430 Trisha (58061) 530 
taonation Street (15516). 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 130 Short- 
land Street (1296554) 635 HTV West 
Weather (482955) 6.30 The West 
Tonight and Weather CHS) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 10.30 This 
Monwig (34109715) 1245 Meridian News 
and Weather (9326283) 130 Shortland 
Street (1296554) 135 Home and Away 
(65344081$. 230 The Jeny Springer 
Show (2873689) 330 Meridian News 
and Weather (2950573) 5J0 Home end 
Away (3959642) 537 The Listings 
(416405) 530 News; Weather (425912) 
6.00 Meridian Tonight £53879) 1030 
Weridten News and weather (BH370) 
1130 Bob Monkhouae on Campus 
#1757) 1230 Pirate TV (23806) 130 
Rm: When Bght BeUa ToS (493852) 
2-45 The Haunted Rsfrtank (28413) 

345 New Baywatch (4638806) 430 Tr- 
isha (58061)5470 Reescrean ((5516) 


WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning 04109115) 1235 Westcountry 
News (9328283) 1237 HJumJnations 
16950951% LOO Westcountry Update . 
(15134) 3.20 Westcountry News and 
Weather (2950573) 630 Westcountry 
live (33979) 1030 Westcountry New? 
and Weather (011370) U30 Renegade 
(168298) 12.25 Jody Horowitz Reports 
(5803239) 1230 Pirate TV (23806) 
130 FBm: When Sght Beds ToR 
(493852) 235 The Haunted Ffehtank 
(28413) 345 New Baywatch (4636806) 
430 Trisha @8061) 530 Coronation 
Street (15516) 

YOfUCSHBlE 

As Carlton except: 1230 Calendar 
News and Weather (6942931) 1470 
Home and Away (92528009) 135 The 
Jerry Springer Show (8455660) 240 

EmmerdaJe (3091028) 330 Calendar 
News Heatttnes (2950573) 530 News; 
Weather (702573) 535 Calendar 
(379466) 630 Tonight (689) 1030 Cal- 
endar News and Weather (8tt370) 1130 
Phil Coins: live In Paris (239592) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1230 North 


East News and Weather (6942931) 330 
North East News HeadSries (2950573). 
535 North East Weather (496641) 

630 North East Tonight (739) 630 
The Tyne Tees Video Jukebox (689) 
1030 North East News (8Tt37b) W30 
That's Entertainment (644405) HAO 
Friday Nightls All Wright (96845Q) 

S4C 

Ax Channel 4 except: 6470 Ysgo- 
Don/Schoob (10801931) 1230 Be- 
witched (16547844) 1230 Sesame 
street (38549318) LOo Planed Ptant 
(47969221)130 FUm: Unsigned 
(69810221) 1.45 Film: The Great St 
Triton's frain Robbery (34221660) 430 
Dishes (56237844) 530 Ptaned Plant 
(2Q^44W. 530 Countdown 
(58228190) 6470 Newyddon (6910748^. 
640 Heno (95809283) 730 Pobol y 
Cwm (44634270) 730 Newyddlon 
6238573) 830 Cefh Gwted 
483 4478) B30 YCfwb Rygbl 
9684775) 930 Pawba'i Fam 
3113730) 10470 Brooksfde ©4096460) 
735 Frasier (67S28B89) 1135 EuTO- 
trash (34563711) 1230 The Dtvtoe 
David Presents (7Tt31429) 145 Bad Ass 
Babes (23382500) 345 F3m: Eyewit- 
ness* (93483158) 430 Oosft 


WHEREAS HASTINGS is the oldest 

annual tournamen L the record for 

sponsorship belongs to the Dutch 
Steel and aluminium company 
Hoogovens, which has supported a 
continuous series of tournaments 
since 193ft, broken only in 1945. Fbr 
many years now, their tournaments 
have been in the small Dutch sea- 
side town ofWfife aan Zee, with the 
6lst starting today. As always, there 
are marry different groups of various 
strengths but attention will focus 
mainly on the top grandmaster 
tournament which this year is par- 
ticularly strong. 

When Nigel Short discovered 
that his wife was expecting a baby 
at about the time of the tournament 
he dropped out leaving Anand, 
Kramnik, Ivanchuk, Shirou, SvicUer. 
Tbpalov, Tfanman, \&n Wefy, Yermo- 
Jinsky. Ivan Sokolov, Piket Kasim- 
dzbanovand Reinderman Not a bad 
bunch - and strengthened still fur- 
ther when the gap was filled by one 
Gary KImovich Kasparov. 

This is Kasparov's first tourna- 
ment outing since his relatively in- 
different performance in the seven- 
player super-tournament in Linares 
last March (they finished, in order. 
Anand, Shirov Kasparov and Kram- 
nik, Svidler, Ivanchuk, Tbpalov). 
Subsequently Anand has won two 
serious tournaments outright in 
Madrid in June and Tilburg in Nov- 
ember; while Kasparov's output at 
“classical chess", as he calls it has 
been confined to just the single 4-2 
match victory against Jan Timman 
in Prague in September (his im- 
pressive 4-0 victory against Topalov 
in May was at quickplayV 
Without sticking my neck out I 
expect the fight for first place to be 
between Kasparov iwho now has 


something to prove), Anand and 
Kramnik, with Ivanchuk, Shirov 
and Svidler having some chances if 
they have a really good tourna- 
ment The one thing Anand will be 
most anxious to avoid - and Kas- 
parov to repeat - is a reprise of his 
distressingly dean loss to Kasparov 
as Black in Linares. I gave that just 
a month ago so here, in the inter- 
ests of balance, is Aland’s quickplay 
victory against Kasparov at Frank- 
furt in June. 15 b3! was an im- 
provement over 150-0 which Anand 
played twice against Kasparov in the 
Geneva Quickplay 1996 and Anand 
annotates 18 Ndl!! en route to e3. 
Anand got complete control and af- 
ter 34 6, dynamiting the d5 square 
for his knight it was all oven At the 
end 39 ...exS 40 Nd5 fxe4 43 Rxe4! 
Bcfi 42 Rxe7+! fee? 43 NxfB+ Kd8 
44 Rxd6+ Kc7 45 Qf4! wins. 

White: Viswanathan Anand 
Blade Gary Kasparov 
Sicilian Nqjdorf 


1 e4c5 

21 Kblaxb3 

2NBd6 

22 cubs Raft 

3d4cxd4 

23 Bc3 Ra6 

4 Nxd4 Nf6 

24 Nc2 6ft 

5 NcSa6 

25 Nb4 Ra8 

6 Be3 Ng4 

26 Nd4 Be? 

7 BgShS 

27 Rhel Qcft 

8 Bh4 g5 

28 Bh2 Qb7 

9 Bg3 Bg7 

29 Ndc2 ft 

10 Be2h5 

30 Nd4 h4 

11 Bxg4 Bxg4 

31g3g4 

12 ft Bd7 

32 f4 Nft 

13 Bft Nc6 

33 Nx£3 gxft 

14 Qd2 Ne5 

34 ft hxg3 

15b3 e6 

35hxg3 Rxg3 

16 Nde2 Reft 

36 Qh2 Rg5 

17 Bd4 b5 

37BclRg7 

ISNdiRgB 

38 Qh5+ Rf7 

19 Ne3a5 

39 QxS 1-0 

20 O-O-O a4 



Bridge 


ALAN Hi RON 


“WHAT DID you do on Board 20?" 
asked an excited colleague at the 
half-way stage of a recent pairs 
event I recognised the symptoms 
instantly - be must have found a 
clever play on the board and felt 
that there was a danger of its being 
overlooked by the press. **We 
played in 3 no-trumps and made 11 
tricks after a dub lead and a silly 
defence,” I replied. His face fell, but 
then he brightened up. “I was the 
only declarer to make Pour 
Hearts!" So 1 had to ask... 

At both of our tables East had 
opened One Diamond and South 
had overcalled with One Heart As 
North I had suggested no-trumps 
and had been realised to game, but 
my friend's partner had followed a 
different route that had led to the 
heart game. West led 0 7 against 
Four Hearts and, after taking his 
king and ace, East led a third 
round. This set declarer problems 
for, with ♦A almost certainly 
marked with East, he needed three 
spade discards from band and one 
of Ms potential diamond winners 
had just been killed. 

I had to admit that Ms solution 
was elegant With only two spade 
discards to come, he now needed 
the club finesse as well But this 
needed two entries to dummy with- 


Game all; dealer East ] 


North 


♦ K5 


^?K94 


OQ10932 


♦K 7 3 

West 

East 

♦ 1064 

2 4AQ9 

10 3 2 

V75 

076 

0AKS4 

♦ 10 8 6 

5 ♦Q 9 4 2 


South 


♦JS73 


^AQJS6 


0J5 


♦AJ 


out using +K, so declarer ruffed 
the third round of diamonds high 
and followed with a finesse of <79! 
This went well and so did the 
finesse of 4>J that followed. 

Nowit was plain sailing - declar- 
er cashed +A and drew the 
remaining trumps with the ace and 
king. Now +K and the two remain- 
ing diamonds provided enough 
tricks for the contract It is worth 
noting that it was better odds to try 
the finesse of ^9 for the required 
extra entry rather than hope for the 
ten to fen doubleton. 


Concise crossword 


No3820 Friday 15 January 



ACROSS 

7 Rotary force (6) 

8 Gent# (6) 

10 Deity (7) 

11 Conductor’s implement (5) 

12 Engrave (4) 

13 Inhale cocaine etc (5) 

17 Christmas decoration (5) 

18 District (4) 

22 Insensitive (5) 

23 Division (7) 

24 Series of games (6) 

25 Relating to teeth (6) 


DOWN 

1 Walk unsteadily (7) 

2 Manufacture (7) 

3 Subdued (5) 

4 Theft (7) 

5 Condition (5) 

6 Looking at (5) 

9 Mica(9) 

14 Shellfish (7) 

15 Weakness (7) 

16 Of outstanding goodness (7) 

19 Oak mast (5) 

20 Young sheep (5) 

21 Mass of loose rock (5) 
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